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" In the erent ot anj book being duniged or loet, It ibHll be In 
the option o[ Ibe DirMtorm. ellber to iinpOH ■ Fine, or to require 

■ eerie*, It ebill be in the power vt the Dlmton to Indet on the 
whole tet being rtplucd." 
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!\HE earl of Lenox Vas ftill refiding ip ^ ^>-«5^« 



the weft of Scotland; and Mary toc^ wJTwitH 
»the firft o5)portunity, as appears by his qwa taiw^^ 
letters, which are Aill extant, to acquaint him 
how zealous fhc was to difcover the murder- 
ers of his foil. The earl, in return^ acknow- 
ledges the pains fhe had taken for that eS^i 
and thanks ho: for alking his advice and coun- 
fel. He then propofes that fhe ihould afl6Jnl>ld 
-together the nobility and fiates of Scotland, to 
difcover and proceed againft the murderers; 
Mary!s anfwer is dated the next day ; and in- Dated uii 
jfenns him, that ^ven before fhe received his 

B 2 letter,* . 
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4 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1567. letter, flie had fummoned a parliament, where 
an enquiry into the murder was to take the 
lead of all other bufinefs. The earl of Lenox, 

Feb. 26. jjj tcply to this letter, feems to diflike his 
6wn propofal of a parliament, and wiihes, 
that the perfons named in the advertifements 
fliould be put into confinement. This, it mull 
be . confeffed, was a pretty extraordinary re- 
queft upon an anonymous information. It ap- 
pears by Mary's anfwcr, that there was a great 
multiplicity of thofe advertifements ; that they 
varied, and were fometimes contradidory to 
each other. She oflfered, however, to grant a 
warranfe for apprehending any one whom the 
earl fhould pitch upon. This was a ftrong proof 
of her fincerity; and was ftretching her authority 
as far as it ought to go, if not farther, unlefs an 
information againft the party, or grounds of fuf- 
picion, had been given in upon oath. In reply 
-to this condefcenfion of Mary, the earl ex- 
preffed his furprize that the perfons named in 
the firft advertifement (the earl of Bothwell, 
Balfour, Chalmers, and Spence ; and likewiie 
•in the fecond, Baftian, Boiirdeaux, and Ri- 
,zio'& brother) were not put under confinement, 
efpecially as he (the earl) fufpefted them to be 
guilty. He was of opinion, that they fliould 
bci kept in prifon till the meeting of parlia- 
ment, when proclamation fliould be made for 
their. accufers to appear; and if none prefented 
iheinfelves, that the prifoners fliould be fet 

at 
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at liberty. Mary agreed partly to this peretnp- ^* ^* '^^' 
tqry demand ; for we find, that the twelfth of 
April was fixed, by her privy-council, for the 
trial of the eari of Bothwell, and the other 
fufpeded perfons. In the mean time, no 
pains were fpared in finding out the authors 
of the advertifements ; but none could be£xed 
on, excepting Murray abovementioned. Bu- 
chanan has been unreafonably fevere upon 
Mary for interefting herfelf fo much as flie did 
in difcovering the authors of the advertife- 
ments, inllead of the authors of the murder. 
This is the moft abfurd charge that can be 
well conceived ^. 

The Tolbooth of Edinburgh was the place ^^3«; 
appointed for the trial of Bothwell, before the ^^'^J'^^^^^'* 
earl of Argyle, hereditary lord high-jufticc, 
and four affeflbrs ; Robert Pitcairn, commen- 
dator of Dumfermling ; the lord Lindfay, Mr. 
James Macgill, and Mr. Henry Balnaves. It 

"^ How could the guilty be found out without difcovering 

their accufers who were the authors of the advertifements, or, 

as they are called in the original lettersj^ tickets ? But to convince 

any reafonable perfon ,of Buchanan's malignity, let us fuppofe, 

that the like fcene was now to happen in either part of the united 

kingdoms, could the government proceed in any other manner 

than that which was followed by Maiy on this occafion ? The 

perfons named in the advertifements were either guilty or not 

guilty. If the former, how could they be brought to juftice, 

without the evidence of thofe who undertook to prove them io ? 

If the latter, how arbitrary and tyrannical muft it have been to 

confine and try innocent perfons for fo atrocious a crime, upoji 

dark anonymous advertifements ? How eafy is it to ftab the moft 

blamelefs perfon alive, if he has a fecret enemy, upon fuch an 

accuiation ? 

has 
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A^VktsSj. has been remarked, that the four aflfcflbrs wciie 
among tbe bittereft eaemies Marjr bad in her 
dominions ; nor can it be dei^^^ th^t Botib- 
well, fkppofing him to bav^ be^tt i?i»oceaxt, 
appeared at bis trial un^er great <i^fa(}vanjt9gfis 
arifing from the popular prepofleffions againfl 
him, which had been thundered from the p!ul- 
pits. Mary has been blamed (and if the &ds 
were as they are reprefented, I think with xea- 
fon) for fufiering BothweU, at :tbis time, to 
appear as her favourite and firft ntunifter, and 
giving him pofleflion of the Caftle of Edin- 
burgh, which flie prevailed upon the earl of 
Mar to refign, by putting her fon under his 
tuition. The indecency of all this muft be ad- 
mitted ; but at the fame time it is an undenia- 
ble fad, that Mary's fworn enemies fheltered, 
favoured, and acquitted Bothwdl at the time 
of his trial. This being the cafe, what arts 
may we not fuppofe to have been made ufe qf 
to mifinform and miflead her? It is well 
known, that fovereigns, in fuch cafes, leave 
the forms and proceedings of trials to the pro- 
' per officers and courts of juflice ; and if they 
fcreened, or acquitted, the murderer, was Ihe to 
blame ? That fhe was in earneft, I think appears 
flrongly by her laft letter to the earl of Lenox, 
which, when the language is a little moder- 
nized, is as follows : 

" Right trufty coufin and counfellor, we 
greet you well. We have received your let- 
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tcfof Hd6fton the fevcnteeiith of this inftant, a. d. 1567. 
relttive to GUI' laft writing fent you, and fpe- 
cisdiy natniiig the perfons contained in the wary^sict- 
Uckets^ whom ye greatly fufped. For the con- «>«• 
rintidn of our. nobility and council, we have 
prevented the thing defired by you ito your. 
letter, and have fe£it for them to be at us in 
Edinburgh this week approaching, where thej 
perfons nominate in your letter ihail abide, 
and undirly fuch trial, as by the laws of this^ 
realm is accuftomed ; and being found culpa-, 
ble, ilk any wife, of that crime, and odious 
h&ii nominate in the tickets, and whereof ye 
fatpelEt them, we ihall even, according to our 
fbtm^r letter, fee the condign punifhment as 
rigoroully and extremely executed as the 
weight of that faft deferves : for indeed (as 
you wfite) w6 efteem ouifelf party, if we are 
rcfolute (cettain) of the authors ; and there- 
fOTt we pray yoru, if your leifure and commo- 
dity may fllit^ addife{^ you to be at us here in 
Edinburgh this Week approaching, where you 
may fee idie faid trial, and declare the things 
Which ybu ktiow may further the fame f and 
there you 6iall have experience of our earneft 
^11 and eSeduous mind to have an end in this 
matter, and the authors of fo unworthy a 
deed really punilhed, as far further in effect, as. 
before this, and now prefently we have writ- 
ten and promifed : and fo for the prcfcnt com- 
mits you to God.'^ 
' ' ' The 
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A. D, 1567. , The hiftorians who are unfavourable to the 
memory of Mary and Bothwcll, have all along 
fuppofed Both well to be guilty, and" that Mary 
knew he was fo ; but ftrong prefumptipns lie 

shcisvin. againft the latter fupppfition*, as no finglc 
fad had appeared againft Bothwell, on which 
a criminal profccution could be grounded. The 
earl of Lenox refided then about forty miles 
from Edinburgh ; and according to the form 
of law proceedings in^ Scotland, he was, 
by virtue of the queen'«* warrant, fent to her 
meflengers, fummoned at Edinburgh, on the 
twenty-ninth of March, to beprefent at the trial. 
On the thirtieth of the fame month, and the 
firft and fecond of April, he was, in like man- 
ner, fummoned at his hoiifes in Glafgow and 
Dumbarton, and at Perth. It has been faid that 

• 

thefe citations might have beea given him 
fooner ; and that fuch mineceflary delay affords 
fome caufe of fufpicion. Without entening 
Robertfoii. iuto the qucftiou concerning the latenefs Qf the 
citation, I fhould be glad to know upon whom 
a fufpicion on that account pqght to fall ; upon 
Mary, or upon thofe who were to manage the 
trial, and who afterwards accufed her of the 
murder by the earl of Bothwell's agency ? The 
earl of Lenox, in confequence of his citationSj^ 

• Our warm hiftorians who are Co liberal in condemning Mary, 
ought to rcfleft, that a man may be adhialiy guilty of a crime» 
and fuffer for it very wrongfully. Had Bothwdl been hanged for 
Darnley's murder, without any other proof than the dark ad- 
vertifements, that mull have been his cafe. 

8 fet 
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ki out for Edinburgh; but arriving at Stir- a. p. 1567, 
iiog, he wrote a letter to Mary, in a ftrain 
which ihews that he had received impreffions 
greatly to her difadvantage. He complained 
of an indifpofition which difabled him from 
proceeding on his journey, and of not having 
time fufficient to prepare for the trial. He 
therefore defired that it might be delayed till 
he could aflepibleUpTj^^ and be armed 

with evidence againlpme parties accufed. He J^^^ f*®^ 
reflefted, not obfcureljqll^on the queen for fuf- 
fering them not only to be at their liberty, but 
to remain in favour about her perfon, adding, 
that if the day of trial was not prolonged, no 
juftice could be dorle; and befeeching hef 
majefty t6 put the»<riminals under cuftody. 
As this letter v^as darted. the day prefixed •for 
the trial, for which every thing was now ready, 
the earl's requeft waa refufed. I fliall ndt pre-' 
tend to iay Sow Jfar this refufal was legal or 
not ; of whether Mary, confidering the circum- 
fiances of the cafe, if fiie iadlially did receive 
fuch a letter, and had a power to comply with 
his requeft, fhould r. not have granted it ; nor 
whether the earl of Lenox, fince the time of 
the murder's being committed, nlight not have 
procured fufficient evidence againft the accufed« 
I am of opinion, however, that his conduct 
was inconfiftent. If he was not provided with 
evidence, why did he proceed on his jour- 
ney fo far 'as Stirling, and defer his requeft 
VouVII. C 9i 

t 
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JuD. 15^7* of having the trial put oflF till Only a few hourt 
before it was to have come on ? He gave three 
reafons for this delay, none of which have any 
relation to the other j and very poffibly. Both* 
well and his friends made ufe of them as ar- 
guments that he did not intend to proceed to 
a trial. His indifpoiition feems to have been 
entirely fiftitious> as no mention is made of it 
In the proteft entered by his feryant Cunning- 
ham, at the time of the trial. His defign to 
have time for aflembling his friends, that he 
might be prefent at the trial, carrier with it 
no favourable intimation for prefcrving the 
public trtriquillity : nor did he name a perfon, 
whofe prccognitory evidence, a cuftpm which 
is admitted by the civft law in f rials for 
murder, could fix, upon ;^the aecnfeil party a 
probable caufe why he fhould be confined io 
order to be capitally tried* ''' 

Bo'thwcirf ^According to fome hiftqiri*n4 the «arl of 
trial. Mortoh appeared at the bar, jpr in thl feme 

parinel ^ with B(3thlJrell ; and the nami^s of the 
jury, or affife, were as follow : <« Andro erk of 
Rothes, George erle of C^thnes, Gilbert erle 
of Gaifils, lord Johne Hftmiltoun, commenda* 
tor of Arbrotth, fone to the lord-duke, James 
lord Ros, Robert lord Simple, Johne Maxwell 
lord Heries, Laurence lord Oliphant, Johne 

♦ Thatfpaccof a coUrt of juftice in Scotland, where prifoners 
/ ftand vl^He they are upon their trials, A pannel, likewife, fome- 
litnes (igBifief ,an accuM perfon, 

saaifter 
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maifier of Forbes, John Gordoun of Lochia- *'^-'**». 
war^ Robert lord Boyde, James Cokburne of 
Lantoun, John Somerwell of Cambufnethan, 
Mowbray of Barnebowgall, Ogilbye of Boync.** 
The indidment ran for Bothwell^s being « art 
and part of the cruel, odious, treafonablc, and 
abominable flaughter and murder of the um- 
quhile (deceafed), the right iexcellent, right 
high and mighty prince, the king's grace, 
deareft fpoufe for the time to our fovereign 
lady the queen^s majefty, under filence of 
liight, in his own lodging, befidc the Kirk of 
Field, within this burghf* he being taking the 
night's reft, treai^ablj^ raifing fire withirf the 
fame» with one greft quantity of nowder, 
through force of the whicl^ the fsSd whole 
lodging vfzs ralfed attd blow© in the air, and 
the faid dtceaied King wa« murdered treafon- 
ably, and moi^ cruelly flain and deftrpyed bf 
you t;Jifcrein, upon fd purpofe, provifion, and 
forethought Ibl^ny ; and^his ye did upon the > 
ninth day^ of February laft by paft, under fi- 
iience of Dight, as faid is, as is notorioufly 
known, which ye caidot deny/' 

The prifoner, the eafl of Bothwell^ appeared HcUao 
With his advocates; but when the profecutor, 
the carl of Lenox, was fummoned into court, ^^e, ' ^' 
Robert Cunningham, one of his ferrants be- 
foreoientioned, entered a proteft, in his maf- 
ter's hame, agiinft all judicial proceedings 
iHt day t l;hc rea&jis he Alledges are, the fliort- 

€2 ne6 
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A.p.j5ty ftrfs^ofthe time, and his matter not being fuf* 
ficiently provided with friends to appear on the 
Occalion. This proteft was oppofed by the earl 
of Bothwell and his advocates ; and the jury, 
by the mouth of their foreman or chancellor, 
the earl of Caithnefs, acquitted Bothwell of 
the charge. The reafon they give for this ac^ 
* / quittal is pretty remarkable. They fay that no 
writing, token, or verification, was brought 
before them in fypport of the indictment ; nor 
was it even fworn to# In fa<9:, therefore^ Both- 
well was acquitted by his jury from all fufpi-? 
cion of acccflion to the king's murder. 
kefleaioni Such ^vas^thcT* trial ^ir auir reader will ad- 
^'^Z Tqi^ it to 'have been fuch^f' or Bdthwell for this 
/ hcM-rid murdef. vVere it pofflble to admit an 
^ . * idea o^pJBoth^ell being innoceat of the charge, 
we could liothefitfite a mdmrat m ptipnouncing 
die proceodings.to havcrbeen juft and regular, 
?is there was ^not a fingle^erment upot^oath, 
tending to qharge*i^ with||the ^It ; and the 
* very yojfon for putting off the tsial at that 
time, which was no other *than t}ip. notoriety 
of hi^ |CHme, might' hl^ hcep, urged, with 
equal efficacy, *(ionths,tf not ye^rs, after. On 
the other hand, the conviftion of his guilt, 
which miift dwell on the reader's mind, gives 
. ^ moft fufpicious completion to the whole 
proceeding. There was undoubtedly a flaw in 
the indictment, which muft have proved fatal 
tp tJic profecutioni becaufe Darnky was mur^ 

dered 
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dered on the tenth, inftead of the nintii of a^d.isCt.. 
February^ as Jaid in the indidment From 
this circumftance it has been alledged, that if 
Lenox had appeared} aiiid the fad: been proved 
upon Bothwell, the indi£lment muft have been 
quafhed. I fliall not here enter into the quef- 
tion, whether the miftake of an hour, or at . 
moll two, in the dead of a winter's night, 
would have been fufficient to have fet afide atrial 
of fo great confequence ; but fuppofing it had^ 
was Mary to blame for the draught of the in-,, 
diclment, or.thofe officers of ftate and jufticc 
within whofe department th|^ management of 
^e proceedings I|y ? lT«thing^he^fore can. be 
more certain Jkotn hiftory, that if there^^y^ 
any prfemedilat^ colluTfion "ftr defigi^^to ^- 
quit ^ot^welly. it oro&eded ftom Mary's* . 

enemies, ^o Intendca thereby to rtin her, as 
wil? appear in thp lequel. » ^^, #4 

The fliortnefs of the time allowed to the conduarf 
earl of Letox for prepari|ig«videiice is a plan- caffiUeK, 
fible objciSion, which tns^ be brougl^ againft ^ 
the proceeding. Before any thing decifivc 
can be faid on th^«be!td,^it'^ought to bi^^gpon-* 
fidered, whether the law at ^t time allowed 
forty days notice, as Buchanan pretends, for ♦ 
the profecutors to make good the charge. This 
is a difcuffion that belongs to lawyers; and I 
apprehend, when the queftipn is applied to a 
criminal profecution before the juftice-general, 
the allegation muft fall to the ground. Other 

' matters 
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A.PW567. matftrs of lawfeem to arifc on the fame oc* 
cafioD. Archbiihop Spotfwood, aftej- Bucha* 
man and Knox, fays, ** The earl of Caffiis ex- 
cufed himfelf offering the penalty ^which by the 
law they pay, that refufe to pafs upon ailize, 
but cQuld not obtain himfelf freed, the queen 
threatening to commit him in prifon ; and 
when he feemed nothing terrified thereAyith^ 
commanding him, under pain of treafon, to 
enter and give his judgment with the reft.'^ 
This is a fad of a pretty extraordinary, and 
indeed unintelligible, nature. Buchanan fays^ 
that the earl of Qaffils offered to pay the for- 
feiture ufually l^k upQpthofe who declined fit:u 
Ijmgjn an a&ize* Cpuld this forfeiture legally 
fflBmpt^him frotti gifting? |f it %:oiilti, what 

^occaGon hadhe to Cread the queen's ffowna 
or threati^; or how coiHd he be co|[ipelIed to . 
be prefent in a cburt, whdl^ proftCfii^S^^^ 
forefaw and detfefted? If Mary/ as undottbt- 
edly fhe didy thoi^ht that ihe earl's aofenting 
himfelf proceeded fro^ his convidibn of Both^* 
well's guilt, why fhould fli^ employ bdth blan^ 

^ diflimenf SL and threatenings,^ if fiie favoured the 
accuiea, toforce his enemy. t9 fit upop his trial ? 
Upon the whole, J think this ftory cpnfutes it- 
felf ; and that archbiihop Spotfwoodj in rela- 
ting it, implicitly followed Knox and Bucha^ 

^^an. Notwithftanding all I have faid, I ani 
far from acquitting Mary of indecency in fuf- 
jfering Botl^w^U to :Qt (if he did fit) at the coun- 
cil 
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cil-boairdy when the day of his trial was ap- A.D.is67jr 
pointed ; nor do I think that Ihe aded with 
propriety in retaining him about her perfon, 
and in her favour, after he was accufed by the 
earl of Lenox of her hufband's murder. But 
1 Ihall have farther opportunities of examining 
into the ihare flie had before and after that ca- 
taftrophe. 

On the fourteenth of April, two days after jT^'JJ^ 
BothwelPs acquittal, the parliament of Scot- «««»• 
land met ; and I perceive that among other 
members were the archbifhop of St. Andre w^s, 
the bifliops of Galloway, Dun^lain, Orkney, 
and the Ifles. The firft f8fIion was held only^ 
by commiflion ;^but on the fixteentb the qfeeg^ 
was prefcht. It is remarkable, that the prote^ 
ftant religion received fo ftrong an eftablifli* 
ment in tHk parliament, that in the fubfe- 
quen^piflitment hrfd in December- by Mary^il • 

enemlls, i|^ was there declared, that the queen 
had atti^mpted nothing contrary to the ftate 
of religion, which her aiajefty found publicly 
and uniyerfally ftanding at her arrival. ..This, 
however, muft be underllood of the fpiritv^l 
conftitutions of* the church; for we cannot 
perfcdly reconcile the feats which biihops had 
in the legiflaiture, and the reftored jurifdidioa. 
of the archbiChop of St. Andrew's, to that de- 
claration*. It is therefore furprizing, that 

f J3r. Eobeitfini is opdid ^taough to anifnadvert vpon^the mU^ 
flf Calderwood and Spotfwoodi (which are indeed very re* 

markablt) 
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A.D,i567, archbilhop SpotfwoQd,' after fo. pregnant a tef^ 
timony of the queen's fincerity, fhouid fay^ 
that " in this parliament the con^miffioners of 
the church made great inftance for ratifying 
the ads concluded in favour of the true reli- 
gion, yet nothing was obtained.'' In this par- 
liament, the forfeitures of the earls of Hunt- 
ley and Sutherland, with thofe of other gen- 
tlemen, who had been concerned againft Mary 
in the battle of Corrichie, were re verfed, on ac- 
count of the .unformality of tJie fentence^ 
Many grants of lands, places, and offices, were 
ratified to noblemen and gentlemen, particu^ 
laxly to the eaii* of ]\lurray and Morton : but 
♦one of the moft remarkable a3p of this feffion 
iooK its rife from what had late^i^ happened in 
pofting up placades and advertifcments, or 
tickets. It is there ordained, that the perfon 
* * who firft met with one | of^ thofe papers^fihould 

markable) when they mention thi's afi ; but he in5>utes tbe paffr 
rttg of it by Mafy to the influence tif BoAwell, who thpught it 
might be the nieaos of ftoppini^ the torrent of his unp^ularity f 
«* for, fayshe^ topafs fuch anvaft waa»titterly inconiiftent with 
all tfie laaxims which Mary followed in every other period of 
hfer,Jiif(^* His fuppqfition of a bad motive for doing a good 
thing is a dangerous pi-inciple in hiftory ; but with regard to 
tiie inconfiftAicy of the a6t, with all the maxims which Mary fol- 
lowed in «very otherfjcriod of her life, the doftor's obfervation 
on that head is^ { apprehend, fMy confuted by the preceding 
a6b of her government, and the folemn aiTurances fo far back 
as the year 1561, at a time when Bothwell had no influence in 
her councils, that (he would preferve .the eftabliihed religion, 
'which was proteftantifm, as fhe found it. 

t From the fcope of this advertifement, it would appear, that 

th6 papers complained 9f werTe "man lifcript. I am not certata, 

" : " whether 
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di^tOf -it; fend if it fpte^A Hnher ie was to A.o.i5«7. 
iuStt deaA, if «t d^famtd tbe ^ui^eh ; ahd if 
^my athjlt ^rfoo, . to ht ^tmiSied t^y iJEnptiTon- 
Wiot o4r ^thet^fe, at htt pkalure, and ae- 
fordifeg to -the rafeft of *fife party traducftd. 
In the fame parM^meiit, tite for^dtttre of ont 
SaAfb^i who h^d 1>ten totteepn^ in cardinal 
Bwtati'sinulrderj was riEjwalijd. 

UpOtt the tifih^ of the t>4rIi4tiiteot, a fccnft 2?Si?i 
pafTted, which plitdes not only Bot^rwdl, 'but th6 '«»<'• 
chief tjf the Bcotch nobility, iA a mofl: {fetfeftibW 

• • • 

Kght^ even accbi^ing to its moft fivburablfe 
rcpireftntatioh. Both'irbll, withotit qntfftion, was 
confcibtis of his guilt, irotwSthftahding hiS ac- 
quittal; atid abt)rfcheTafive that faftis might c^AWm 
to li^ht, which would tring hiiii tb^thfc puhifh- 
hietit he deferviW. Little doubt can be madfe 
that the managers of his trial, hiis judges, and 
fome of his jury, might dread th-e ^nfequehcei 
of thtii- being c<5fnfeder^tird with him, if ht 
was not filt)ported to the uttiidtt extent of his 
aihbitSon, and their machihltibns. Even^- 
lieadir Wht> perufes the dying cohfeffioii of 
the earl of Morton j which 1 htlve aWeady men- 
tioned, itiuft be fbnttbld of this, aS it cannot 
be fappofed tkAt he Was the only niati of confe- 
qifcw^qa m the Is^ngdom whom Btithwell wanted 
to ftlRekte \»rith himfdf iii the Atifdeh To 
h^^ve dd^rpyed J^Qt WqU witho^Vruimng ^tary 

whether tiw laws of ^hglUmJ at ihis^me 4b nof y^iiim t)ie iii<- 
tsnSoaof tius a^ ^^ttu^irt f^furrled if^p rti;par. 

. VoL.Vil. i)' at 
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A.D.1567. at,thej,£ame time^ <fpuld ;npt: J^jive ai^fwered 
their pufppfe^ and i\p method eould be fo ef- 
fedual for that, as by either perfuading oriCom- 
pelling her to marry him. The truth > is, the 
high favour in which he ftopd, .being th A 
Ifreat admiral of Scotland, and. lieuten^t ^ 
^1 the marches, and having lately obtaip^^d \% 
grant of the cafUe of Dunbar, a^ feveral large 
eftate&.and honours, gave them jio reafon to 
think that ihe would be. violently averfe to 
this propofal, provided flie. was furniflied'with 
a decent pretext to comply lyith it ; and.in this 
her conduct was too unguarded. Bothwell 
therefore drew up a bond,, in, whic^ the iub- 
fcribing parties fully aflert his innocency, an4 
promife to fupport hiip to the utmpft with alj 
their friends and followers, -again ft all who^ 
fl^LOuld reproach, difhpnour, or defame himr 
They likewife bind themfel ves to prompcie, w:ith 
att;their in^ercft, .a jpaarriage between the queen, 
and him, and to look upon .all who ihpul^ pp-^ 
pofe it as Jtheir common .enemies. The paper, 
itfelf is fo fuU and explicit, , and Jbea^s fuch; 
evideinbes of premeditation and pains-takinff 
in drawing it up, tha.t it wpuld.be unfair not 
to lay it before the reader in its original words ^^ •■ 

•■ " 'Wc under (ubfcryveatid underftahding, that although' tiic' 
^ nobill and mightie-lord James e'rle Both^elI> lord Halls,. Ocigh-. 

toun» . and Liddifdale, ^reat adn^irall of Scotland, and lieveten- 
nint'tb bur Ibverane kdy oVt^ all ijife raapchts-thairbf, bekig not ^ 
ohlye^ruitit and calumniat be plac^rtes priyilie affixit on the 
piftllick places ojf'the kirk' of Edinbttfjgh,. iitd tither wayes' 
iklanderit be his? eSrall iirfllari^, andfJifeie cnyiheis, as airt and' 
• " i.pairt 
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Previous to this deteftable meafure, Bothwell A-.D.isey^ 
had, in a pkp6f jpafted up iti the mofrcoif^i- 

painof thelic^Kiailf/friiurthottr of 1^ king, the quen^i mk^- 
tifis^tjiipi^d^ byitalfobe fpeciall letter^s fent to^bcr hicncs 
be the cHe of Leiihox, and delaitit of the iamyne cr^Jne, qafia 
ih his'kttfcn^flumeifiiedefyrit luid requ3rreit 'the fidd erlt Botb- 
well tab^ tiyit of t)^e faid xnurtbuur, he be ^oojiigne inqueif^ 
and af&fTe of certane hobiUmen, bis peeares/ ahdutherisb'arofi- 
Mfii'of god'i'epiiktion^ is fmnd gtiltle^tand itmocfetit of the' 
o4iou8Lcryineob)e£litt0 bbn, and acguite (Ivairof, confonn^.to. 
tbelawes of this^realme, quha alfe for farder tryeirof his part,' 
" has oiferit him ftAdic to defend and ijdantaxle hj|s innocepcc, 
cbntrair all that ^ill inapugne the famyne be the la^ of arjnc^ 
and fiXB, hes omittid nobbing for the pcrfyte tryell of his accii- 
fatibne; that any n6bTl!i1ian of honor, or be the laWes ougbt to 
imdeMjre atiid accompyilhe. An^l wee coniiddering the anciencie 
and i^obillenes of bis bonis, the honorable and griid fervice done 
be his predecefloris, and fpeciallie himfeliTe to onre fbvcrane, and 
for th^ defimce* of this Iter hienes realme againis the enymei*' 
thairo^ and the aniytie and friendihipe qnhilk fa lang hes pcr«' 
"fcverit betwix hfs houis, and everie ahe of us, and utheris bur 
predecei!bris in particnlar ; and therewithal! feeing how all no- 
bilUnen bein^ in i-ejintation, honor and credite with their fov^- 
rane^ ar comonlie fubjeft to fuilene afwefll the vAine bruitcs of 
the commOne people inconilant, as the accufatioune and calum* 
nies of thair adverfers, invyfull of our place and vocation, 
qnhilk. we of our dewtie arid friendfhip ai'e aftrickit and debt 
bund to teprefs and withftand ; THAIRFOHE eblies us, and iik ' 
ane of us, upon oiu: faith and honors, and treutb in our bodies, 
as we ate nobillmen, and will anfwer to God, that in cafe heir- 
eftir anle "raaher of* peribn or perfones, in quharfumevir manner • 
ihall hap]^n*to iniift forder to the (kiander and calumniatioun of 
the faid erie of Bothwell, as participant, airt or pairt of the faid ■ 
hyneous murthour, qdhairof oirdinarie juftice hes iacquite bim, 
and for the qubilk he hes ofFerit to do his devoire be the law of ' 
armes, in maner above reherft ; wee, and everie ane of us, be = 
ourfelffes, our kyn, friendis, affiftaris, partakeris, and all that 
will doc for us, fall tak trew, eifauld, plane and upricht pairt 
with him, to the defence and mantenance of his quarrell, with 
oilr bodies, hcretage^ and guids, agains his privie or publick 
cdumnyatoris, by paft or to cum, or onie utheris prefumeand 
onie thing in wotd or deed to his reproachy-diflionour, or infa- 
mie. MAIROVIR, wcymng and confiddering the tym^ pref«nt, 

P % and 
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A'D.is^y, Quoui pirt of fldiDbiisgk, cballeiiged any piow 
(on^to fight himt viio ihouM brand^him ^th 
tjbe king's murden It has been obferved, that 
this cballcngis wai ac<;epted c£ in anMher ad-» 
vertifjsipient, provided the q^uefn of Engtabd 
and king af France could preivid]: upos IMbuy 
to prote^ the author and hiis friends, and' ap- 
point the day and place for the trial by- hk^ of 
^ms« As, the author of this advertifement is^ 
f 

and hovir ouf: foireraney the quenes majeftlcy is now dcftitut^ of 4 
Iruibandi in the qubilk folitarie ftate, the common weaD of this 
rjBalme may not permit her hienesta condnew and indorey but 
^ at fum tyme her hienes, in appearance,^ may be inclynit tO yidd 

unto a marriage $ and thairfore, in caice the former affeoion- 
at& and hacdio iervice of the fadd erle done to her maj^ftie (rtm 
tyme to tym^, apd his. uther gude qualities and bebavjovr», majr 
tnove her majeftie fo farr to bumble herfelf, as preferring ane of 
her native bom fubje^s imtd all fonrane princis, to tak. to huf- 
band the f^fi crle i wee, and everie ane of us underfubfcry ve- 
and, upon our honors and fidelitie, oblies us, and promitts not 
duly' to ftfdari advamnce, and iet fordwardt the marriage^ to bo 
fQlempizatandcompleititbetwix her hienes and th^ faid noble 
lord, with our voatis, counfell, fortificatioun» and aiTiilan^e, ii\ 
Wytrd and'doid^ at fie tyme ^ irf:dl pleife her majeilie to think 
it;Oonven]ent« and how fone the kwcs iall leave, it to be done j 
b^t in caice pnie wald prefume-dire^UIe or- indiredlie, opinlici^ 
or under qubarivimevir colour or pretence, to hinder, hold back, 
or diAurb. the (vmt mariage, we fail in. that behalf, efteime, 
hidd and repute the hindefaris, adverirris, or difturbaris tbairqf, 
a&'otirtomoane enimyis and evill willeris; and notwitbftanding 
the fainynei tak pairt and fbrtifie the faid erle to the laid ma- 
ri^ge, fo farr as it may pleife our faid fover^e lady to allotw ; 
and thaiiin fall fpend and beftow our lyves and guidts againes all 
tbatleive 01* die may, as we ftll anfer to God, and upon our 
awin> fidelities and confcience ; and in caice we doe in the 001^ 
trare, nevir to have reputatioun or credite in na tyme heireftir, 
bat to be accounted anworthie and faithlefs tray tors. In wit* 
nes of the quhi]k> wee have fabfcryveit thir prefents, as foUowSj^ 
m^ Edinburgh, tiie i^day of Aprile^ th^ Zezie- of God, 15^7 
Zeire^.** 
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been /treated" intbr tbr ftgiT4-k.hts, jnet ixrith 
ixoiA biftorans ; nor wa& Bcth^^U (who |Mro- 
bably .fet bi^vBame to his. adveitifemtot).blam6« 
ablcfoi^ payii^g^no regard to its contenU* - AK 
that call be iaH with juftxce is^ that his; dialr 
lenge • w^ a bravading. prologue to the fccne 
th^t followed, , ' .. . 

. On . the nineteenth Cff Aprils . jbhe day. . xojl J^^^ 
which the parUaKoent . was dilTi^lyed^ Botbwe% 
invited the; chief of t^e nobility and , prelatef; 
to an entertainment, at a tavern kept by onq 
Ainflay, where he pirodnced th?, I^ond already 
mentienedt, and which they eitheciigned,t>r pro" • 
mifed to fign. A copy of the bond, as prQ« 
f<^nted on the nineitieenth^ was fent by Read^ 
Buchanan's amaoenufiSy .to fecretary Cecily 
with the name& oi^ thofe wiu> fijiblcribed: it, 9r 
rather of thoie.who ^omifed to fubfcribe itt 
according to his iutfi9ory,whicL proved ve^ 
fallible } for he inferted among the fuh&ribeiSr 
the earl oX Murray^ who was thl^fiL undonb^r 
ectty » FFanc^^ Next day, however, being^^ha 
twentiet£[;' the bond ^aall^y was fubr^^-ibe^ |>J 
the following perfons : the archbifl^op of -St. 
Andrew's, the biftbps gf;Mp(^Ta^i% Galjp- 
way, Dttmblaiii, i^iCVcbHi, -Refst^ fche Ifle«« aad 
Oritiwy; the darls of Mdhtltf, Argylie, Mbif-; 
toa, CaifiU, j$cith«Fl»Q4>- r Enrolii - CrawfordL* 
Caithncfei and Rftthe*;"" tlt^ RitdS Boydi Gla- . 

Yen, 
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^i>. 1567* ven, who' was fo cabitaMy concerned in Rizio's 

murder, arid w6b died during his exile in the 

north of England) SenipTl, HerfiesV t)g^^ 

and Flefmthg. Such were the TiibfcrJfeers to 

this infamous bond, as'appearsTrbm an at'tcfted 

copy of the faWe, by Sir James Balfour, (wKo was 

poffcflcfd of the onginal) then clerk of the re- 

gitter and council, ftill extant in the Scotch 

college at' TParis. This attefted copy was 'fen t 

tiy him to queen 'Mary, as appears by a letter 

from him *tb her majefty, datfed the thirtieth of 

January 1581. 

MtfTvin- ^' ^^^ \y^^rv pretended by many writers, and 

^tedfrom fdmc of them aflFcftins: great candour and ten- 

FttioM dcrncfs for Mary's memory, that the fubfcrip- 

knowledge •-.*.*,. •^^ ^ - j -n "i •«•■ s' • * 

•f it. tions were obtamed by BothwcU's plantmg an 

armed force round the tavern. Though this 
might happen on the nineteenth, when the en- 
tertainment \tras given, yet it could not ope- 
rate on the twentieth, when the bond was 
figned *. 1 fliall, however, be candid enough 
not to lay' any great ftrefs upon this date, bc- 
caufe it may be faid, that fo folemn and fump- 
tuous an entertairtment might have bfeen pro- 

^ Dr. Robertibn iajrs, that Bothwell furroanded the houfe 
with armed men ; and refers for the fa6): to Goodall, the profefled 
advocate for the memory of Mary. Had Goodall admitted the 
fa£^, the prefumption muft have been ftrong againft Mary \ but 
upon infpeclion, the reference regards a paper given in by the 
earl of Murray, and Mary's other profecutcrs at York, fome 
yoars after. The credit of that paper, however, muft ftand or . 
fall with Mary's pretended letters and ballads addrefTed to the 
earl of Bothwell, which I think hate clearly b^S proved to b4 
fbrgArks. 

longed 
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longed t6 the morning of the twentieth, when A.Diisi7« 
the boQ|d was figned. .Nbtwithftanding this, 
I cannAt imagine, that in the niidft'.af a popii- 
. lous capital, a nuin fo detefted as Bothwell was 
by the inhabitants, could have OYerawed fuch 
a nun^ber of tha nobility, by furrounding the 
houf^ with two hundred men. As to the. other 
means faid to have been made ufe of by Bpth^ 
well, by pretending the queen's confent, I ihail 
not controvert them. He might even pretcn^ 
that he had a paper under her hand, wherebjT 
ihe gave them licence to agree ta the marr 
riagc^; but the Inference is fallacious, in fayr 
ing that fuch, a paper, really figned by .Mary, 
ever aAually exifted. A modern hiftorian fays. Dr. Roben^ 
that .this ftrange coalition mufi be confidered 
as the.boldeft and moft mafterly flroke of Both* 
well's addreis. I am apt to confider it as the 
very reverfe, and that if he .cnaployed force tq 
obtain his ends from perfpns of fuch oppofitc 
principles, interefts,.ahd perfuafions, as thofe, 
who figned that bond, he diibovered him* 
felf the weakeft politician that ever was the 
dupe of ambitious hopes. Mufi not the lord. 
Henries, and others who (according to our au-: 
thor) faithfully adhei-ed to Mary through all 
the vicifiitudes of fortune, and detefted her! 
marriage with Bothwell, the moment they 
were at Jiiberty, have proclaimed . to all . the 



1 . *■ i:i 



^ Set. 3, letter to queen Elizabeth from her commiffionejrs at; 
Yorkythedeyiettthof oaobcr^ 156S. . f > 

wx)rld 
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hiciiMbtim^m^ iidb thoferiftMiiib^flJWiki 
lud; Botbweli' produced aay authori^i4i«6x 

tdOiiitiifig -iilur fobjeAr' aud confidteiing :t3te 
parte tli^ Wtea^tftd Ikrfh'by lM(r iiid kef 

ebtain(fcd 'koxii' «£ thev^ttcch Jto^gd ;ta f ra<tMKi^ 
atfd.^fj^' #(<^^' England 4rasi.-«(>iay/:'I%'itf 
leave of abicnce, at ib oiitkubl < ». Jtt&ehin^ rift , 
bj^vi^'wiS?; ^•'^'irtabJe to. tbtt ©jpinfbif -ctf 
flifn|i^<rpidt|riT^Miid;Tpatei0ti^» for whlahh^ 

hiff jnA^fo: ftivdi c«Wfej<^mi by l^i»' ^diefTi^dri; 

her. iatei:pofitioa,:to obUiA » faftj^eF..id^y •^• 
the tJfiaR :•' SfSab^h ^ettaijt^.-.^^ihffeS!' =1f()-^-*faiy 



v*»^«» 
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for that purpoie^ and a copy of a letter, writ* a. 0.15671 
ten in f rench^ is ftiU ejtCant;,.hot there 'u fame 
reaibn^la tlHuk that it did not reach Maiy's 
hand till tiftfr. Bodhwell' a . acquit^f^. Aft. to 
the earl <^ LenoiCy he weftt priTatdy by lea to 
England.- 

, The panrt which Mary adied after Bothwett Jf ^^"^ 
had ohtaiiied the icaadalous bond^.is the moil 
{u^pkifms and the leaft defenfihle^ as weU as 
the moll fatal, fiep of her cqnduft thxxiiiighou^ 
her unfortunate life. It receives hoM^eyer ftroiig 
adleviattoiQts,: if we admit, as I caq fee no reafoa 
to the contrary, that ihe thought the bon^ji 
given at Ainilay's houfe . to coQtsun th^ re^ 
fentiments of the fubfcribers, and that Both- 
well was the^only man in the world whp ihe 
could entruit with her own ajEid hei: infant fon's 
fafcty. If we are to believe the author of Mel-* 
. yiPs Memoirs, il\e was inexcufabl^ ^ven ad- 
mitting that to be the cafe f . He tells us^^ that 

■ 

•'iTic letter, according to Cecil, was dated on tKe^ eighth of 
April,-, and the trial was on the twelfth. I (hall ju^ llere oKeirft, 
in corroboration of what I have i^Ud in a former note, that £U- 
zabeth, in this letter, gives Darnley no higher tltl6 tlian' ^^mdrt 
^ntilbomme, th^ deceafed gentleman.'* 

t Mr. Goodali has given his reafons for thinking Melvii (Q 

have been a very improper evidifh^e again!! Mau^, Wcatife his 

father 'wi< condemned by the Scotch parHatbent, ia tiie y^kr 

154.S, for bis treafonable correipotidence with the CiigUih^ and 

becauft he intr6duced Rookcfty to Mary, as well as becau& ic 

adtia&y hsui 4 penfiou frorfiL -Elizabetlu For tay oi*a part, tkofi^ 

reafbns weigh far lefa with me than the doubts I hare exprefled 

before concerning the authenticity of thofe Memoirs, and -the 

ttaimer in which idey were uihered into^ the world. I caamat be. 

Ueve, ftotn the vmous contradifHions they conlaift to the clear- 

«ft biftorical evidences, in matrers fuppofed to' hive beeik tranf« 

" Vox.. VIL IS aaed 
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•* my lord HerrieB, a worthy. nobleman, Came 
to Edinburgh, «well accompanied, jwid told her 
majefty what reports were going through the 
tountry of the earl of BothwelFs^ noAirdering 
the king, and how that ihe was to marry him; 
requefting her majefty moft humbly upon his 
knees to remember her honour and dignity, 
and the fafeiy of the prince, which all would 
be in danger if ihe married the faid earl ; with 
many other great perfuaiions, to ^ew, the 
utter \vreck and inconveniences would J)^ there- 
by bccafioncd. Her majefty appeared to woni* 
der how thefe reports could go abroad, ibelng^ 
as flie faid^ there was no fuch thing in her 
mind,''^ 

It requires but little knowledge of the Eng- 
lifh tongue not to perceive, that the language 
of the above paffage could not be that of Sir 
James Melvil, who had fpent his life between 
the courts of France and Scotland; and the 
fame obfervation holds good with regard to the 
whole work. But was not that the cafe, the. 
mroft unanfwerable evidences remain that the 



^'■^ 



9^ed by the author hknfelf, tbat Sir James Melvil wrote the 
whole. At the fame tiiiie, rupj^lhig that he did, I cannot thinly 
Mr. Goodairs arguments conCluiive for his being a Ipy for, and 
in the intereft of, Elizabeth. ^'-Many pafFages of the Memoirs are 
ib far from being favourable to the memory of that gireat priit- 
ceis, tl^^ they place her coadu(5t in an odious^ and fpmeti^es ri- 
diculous light ; neither cajd.I fee what 6nd Melvil could propofe* 
cither in blackening Mai?)^ or. favouring Elizabeth, in a werk^ 
th«t.|ifxi>a^ of which onp 

copy pniy is iuppofed to bavfe been left, which was hot printed 
ttU aJkundrtd years iajfiberitlii^iuppQiedaulSoi^s dettb*. 

faa 
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facl here mentioned cannot be true. Hemes, A.D.1S67, 
who was a man 6f thi? moft ftubbdm virtue of 
any of Mar^s friends, not «nly figned the bond 
whith itttnds this^ bnt th^ marriage artieles 
beftitr^fa heir and Bdthwell; ind he was obo 
anii6n^ bthers^' who thonght, at thj^t time; that. 
BbthMpdlw^s igtiorant of Damley's mu3tter> 
and that,' is^^H appc;ar by hii after-conduiS^. 
it wis cdritfl¥ed and perpetrated by Murray 
and Mbitoui The fame memoir- writer pre-* 
tchas'that^'Hi ** took his leaVfb of Mary, fear-; 
ing the eafrl of Bothweli ihbvAd get notice of 
their meeting; that he had fifty horfe vrtth- 
him ; and 'ttiat he caufed each of th^m to buy ^ 
anew fpear at Edinburgh, and fo rode home/'* 
Tfiefe little particularities could tiot here de- 
feilrci any notice, were it not to prove that Sii*> 
Jaiiles Melvil either could not be the author hi 
the paffige, or that he muft have dreamed the* 
attount he gives, when, in his old age, h^ was 
compofing his Memoirs. Can it be - imagiiied, 
that a hobleman ihould enter at the head of ^ 
fifty horfe into fuch a town as Edinburgh; that' 
he could have a public and a long (for {rich it 
nraft have been) audience of her majefty; and-' 
then hurry away leil the earl bf Bothw^H^ i>i ,, 
who was then the fole direftor of the courti^ ^ 
and upoii the fpdt, fliould hear of- their inter- 
view ? A modern hiftoriannti fo candid as to' ?'• Robert. 
aDbw, that Melvil may have committ<^d fome- 
miftake with rcglifd to lord Hcrries, but that- 

E a he 
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A. V. 1567. he ^i^ntd DOt b€^^v^\h^^d}^t»fiAt3b ngv^ka 
whafrjie htmfdf dk). IfiioBid nvHUngl^iiidcidt 
the apology forttfae^imfiakci dMi^atitlk'svMfy 
partictilas circuihSftknccfr atteiiiliiigpti^rtiiarn^ 
tiitre jTettder.it almoft -utipoiTiUe thaA itrcoui^^ 
ariie Arcns ignoraiiciff oriiiiadvei4«ic]ii Kf .iu 
Th«ii| tu. , . tMel^ - next, introduces him£Ql£j.tt|Ktn the 
^0^9 iftige^,^^ ading tht i&fne part hciiiqsiaffigttecfcio 



lordnHirries;; iHe mmitions ^^^ronesBiihc^a 
Sootchmiurai wha had. been Iang>JA Exa^bad, 
aaid ^groiia great perfoaderof paaiiy tiff ff^ngfand 
to faToiur herm2ijefty-s tide. lHe^l|fip3dc^t4.to 
wrke i unto my brother t and me ioformatiofis 
and iadvertifements. At this time, m iiis^letter 
to me, he ufed evea the like lang;i|uq(e.l3iatimy. 
lordrHerries. had fpokeo, but xDOvefredy, be-^ 
caufe iie was abCent. in another cdm^ry; ..He 
adjured me to f!^w the faid letter unta her 
ma)e&y» declaring how it was bruited in £ng^ 
hmdiilat her majefty was tq marry the earl of 
]^lhW6Uf who .was the ^murderer of her huf- 
]iai^> TWhp at prefent had a wife of his own^v;^ 
]Si«nf^Uof vice; which reports he conld «ot 
beli^ye, by re^fon that he judged hcc majefty 
-tD^^toe irf.f^ greater knowledge th»n toiicommit 
fjiftb Ajfirpfe Qvqrfightiifo prejudicial ;e>£cry-w?y 

tfihfSt iivtfreftjgpd the noble ewrbhcaJoKW 
ibQ:>||iGt ,at : f€§ipg,r: if fhe .ffiarricd ^hin^. ^e 

^qiM lofc tb? fsypwr of Qodai JhaBar;oirn;rcpWh 
fMttP^.^d.tlie hea^b^^of all£QgUii4f Ireland^ 
'^^ge^tl^fU^ Y^itk m^Y pthei? diffiwifions an4 
-' • i^i fxampl<jsi 



I 
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ctnedbthftikttet^ tp^ thi^q^ who flie¥rie4it 
>tDiisaain^cp}}^at fiio^toUi^^ it.wa^f^ Aider 
%ixse of 1 hi8ti>w% . teadi«gi to>i kiie \vg^^ 
earl of Boydrarell?;'^ and tiiat Lodingtoa (aidt 
fae ^^lufl^ ddsfitjnoreiicmcftiy tha&iwifify ;Ill.nd 
theivfipveyl pcayHjoau {fay^ ^ . 

be^c;A(ne«rl t)frBotk«ril Mmcauprfi^ntWl 
dsan^^^Tc iWer^an next^entertadntBd widi^iDlaog. 
r I i njH i B an tiat ^ jgcaunt^ of liiis f abfgaadikig t£or 
feaiTiof i»&Rg^'Ia£[affiiiated i^^^ 
.^BBen^iwith gi^eatxdiiSoiIty.anci :difiktbf$S^^ 
tlrtfae/bittci^Viico&dudi obtained his pardpo 
£rDiButflie4p;»pgnousixg^^ / 

jd aiti^icr fiirgndair^ a& to ovpii^ that I tbiriik the 
^ole erf T this &oty is penned ^ith the £une 
-mwras tirart of Uord' Henies; and that it Js 
<ithie]E?a £dion of the pretended . authqiry origan 
interpoktioir of his copyifi^ of editors: ^MyLsea*- 
&ai is, thit Micry: having the folemn aGqQitt^X)( 
^othxvellj^ami^hellrdng aflfociation of her^[)ria- 
^^ahnobility iii his favour, lying before 'fcer^ 
irixift be ppcftimed to believe him infaocentlof 
hwr*hufband?& murdtr, and tb think ^that >tih«y 
were; of the fame opinioli. I ihall, hi^cddfe- 
^orace ^£i th«s fuppdiitibD, admit^^ tblt §lA l^ 
gdn^now «^l:biAk ttet theviidVice g{v^ti4ef to 
ifo^flry BotYmeUf might 'b^ pdiitk^Sf ri^P ^^^I 
tJBUi^i^ hm$k^f^P^ iti^agJn^^'^hkt &e^ dMM'bMb 

4W|r ^^moi^ow^^affie^iotf '^6» a^^ deba!^«if'«{!^ itssay 

r >. . years 
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A. D. 1567. years of age, who hkd diffipated his fortune 
in courting hei^ mother twenty-four years be- 
fore, and worn out his conftitution by his' 
exceiffes. As it does hot appear from any 
pofitivc evidence produced by Mary's enemies," 
excepting the blind kdvertifemrats already 
mentioned, and which had been fofenriily con- - 
dcmned, that (he had an opportunity of know- 
ing BothwdPs guilt, fituated as flie w^s, with 
the papers already mentioned before her^^ fte 
muft have been acquitted of any crirfiinality, 
had flie liftcned to what fhe thought was the 
free and uninfluended voice of her nobility; 
It "^ras therefore neteffary to take froin her 
every pretext of ignorance, by inventing t^^O' 
previous warnings given her againft the detell- 
able marriage*. I muft therefore be of opinion 
. that MelviFs application' to Mary, by BMhop's 
letter, is a fiftion, invented after her miferies 
commenced. I am the more convinced of 
this^ as the writer of the Memoirs, who was 
upon the fpot, never could omit, through ig- 
norance, all mention of the aflbciation in 

^* To what I have already faid concerning the authenticity of 
jvlelvirs Memoirs, I muft add, that my doubts extend to every 
poftbiunous publication of the fame kind, when the writing of 
the author is not produced and afcertained. Clarendon and Bur«< . 
net feem to" have been fenfible of this, by copfigning the manu- 
fcriptj of their pofthumous publications to be preferred in tbc tt'* 
pofitories of learning which are accefTible. Thi^f I apptehead^ it^ 
jiotthe cafe with Whitlock and Ludlow"^ Memoirs ; fo. that fome 
doubts ftill bang about the mind as to the fidelity of the^r editors^ ' 
-who certainly were party -men, however itfiexc^ptioi^^blc tbejTy 
might be in their private characters. 

Bothw^H's 
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BothwdPs favour, though it certainly was ^•^•»5^* 
veU knawn tp Sir James Melvil, who, in his 
tpiiUe. to his fon fays, ** Had I not more re- 
garded nay princefs her intereft than my 
owD^ I fhould have accepted the large offers 
made me by the eatl of Bothwell, when he de- 
iired me to fubfcribe, with the reft of his flat* 
terers, that paper wherein they declared it was 
her majefiy's intereft to marry the faidearl; but 
1 chofe rather to ^y myfelf open to his hatred 
and revenge, whereby I was afterward in peril 
of my lifej and tell her majefty, that thofc 
who had fo advifed her, were betrayers of her 
hoAoiu* for their own felfiih ends, feeing het 
marrying a man commonly judged her huf- 
bandy's murderer, would leave a tafh upon her 
nanw, and give too much ground of j^aloufy 
that Ihe had confented to that foul deed f,'^ 

1 1 am ibrry that I am obliged to defcend into hiftorical cri* 
iicifm when I treat of this reign; but without examining into 
£i6b, bow can they be afcertained ? Syftematical writers, who 
fasm their narratives upon former hi(lorian8> according to their 
own particular call of thinking, or flations in life, are above can- 
vafling fafts, and take every thing by the lump ; but as I diffen 
from them, I think the public has a right to require my particu- 
lar reafons for fo doing. 

It may be afkcd, what reafo^ had Sir James Melvil or his 
editors to interpolate any thing that could afperfe Mary, as the 
work did not appear iu publick till 1683 ? . To this I lamfweiv 
that the Memoirs end at the birth x>f James the. fixth, and firft of 
England's, cldeft fon, when parties at court, and indeed all over 
the nation, were much, divided upon the fubjeftj fomc through 
opinion, but many more from intereft. Even at the time whea 
the Memoirs were publifiied, and to thia day, the miad« of 
men were and arc heated by the names of the hiftorians who have 
drawn their pens againft Mary's memory, withoutever pretending 

to 
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A.D.X567. But I am now to return to that part of Mary'd 
cohdud) which I pronounce to be the mod iu'- 
defenfible, and which, it muft be acknowledged^ 
carries with it much appearance of intrigue 
and preconcert* 
Bothweii Bothwell, as being fole lieutenant of the bor*** 

r^pdve't^ ^ers, nevkr could be at a lofs for a prete^tt to 

the caftle of. -l r r j -l^i.- 

pttow. keep up a body of armed men about nis own per- 
fon. A weak man (for he never gave any fpeci*^ 
mens of abilities in bufinefs) like him^ intoxicated 
with vanity and ambition, thought that he was 
now above all law; and we can impute, bis 
condud only to the reludance which Mary 
might fiill exprefs to giving him her hand in 
marriage. I fliall not pretend that that reluc* 
tance was very fevere; but it certainly was 
fuch as fuggefied to him the thought of offer^ 
ing her a gentle force to induce her to accom* 
plilh his defires. In lefs than two days after 
he had obtained his bond, Mary went to Stir- 
ling to fee her foo, who remained there, under 
the carl of Mar^s care. Bothweii took that op- 
portiuity of afifembling about a thoufand horfe, 
on pretence of making an expedition to Lid- 
defdale; but inftead of marching ibuthwards, 

toieardi into records for fa^s^j and only becaufc Rapin believed 
in De Thou, who was entirely guided by Buchanan, who had a 
pilpiMe interefty and was well xewaurded {i>r defaming her. I 
migiit, periiapSy bring this hiftorical genealogy down %o much 
later tknes, and ihew how it branches out in every department 
Of literature, where the idea of Mary is always QQftnefted with 
tiiat of an adultrefs and a murderer^ only^ becauie it has been the 
ft&ion with popular hiftorian^. ' -. ' 
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,he* turned ,afi<le towards the ,w^, and, at a a-^'s^;. 
•bridge over Almond water, fcarcely a mile 
iix)m -fidiiifeairgb, he- met her majefly. {lightly 
attended)^ and) >tak>og hold of her horfe's bridle, 
he carried her, together with the earl .of Hunt- 
ley, fecrcCanjr^Makland^^ aiui Sir James Melvil, 
who wen; of'her train, in cujEtody to Dunbart 
Jth^ reft of 1 her* attendants being fu£[ered to^go 
free. /jAe .»Mary feems = to have. iQade no-:re- 
iiflttjiee/O]:^ toomplaint of ithe force that w^s put 
upon ' heiV' there* is jtoo miich reafon ,to beljleve 
that.db^iwas in ;the concert. Melvil j^^xt d«^y 
.waiypefc'mitted. toga home; and pne^r^^^ain 
BlfckadePf who had the, cuftody. of ;^in%i told 
him^ that all that had been done wasr ^ith^ the 
q«eei/4 'confent .... 

.' An^bftftcle to Bothw^U's rnaking Mary his Bothweii 
wife ftill' Femained, » which required the mpft fromhu 
confununateaudadty to ^remove. He Jpiadbeen 
married 4t)filyv£bt : months i before^-. to. the lady 
Jtoe GGtdoitj 'fiiber to the^arl of Jlu^tky, syho 
feema to liav^ been a twife jt^ry ;;fippv^iHS9 ^ f9i^ 
jiis purpo(fi^ .^i«d Imuft.be. of ^iuiQq.th^tr ihe 
and her « fani%: vwere the^^a t inftcumoot Sq of 
ccownil^ Bpthwell's atnbitiQn. . Tvco pco£ei&s 
of divorce were aftually inftituted, before two 
4iijefe|ir c^itii't^f, fe; the^pr^^^ 
.to dtearchbifliap- of :'SCrv^0di*ew^ay;iRS il^gfs 

fiii^J pshrfcrta of Eggldhafi *iorhii-Mai«iierf<JB» 
Vol. VH. . F canon 
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A. f>. 1567. canon of the collegiate church of Dunbaiv 
Alexander Crichtoh and George Cook, canons 
. of Dunkeld. In this court the divorce "wa^ 
granted, on account of the earl of Both well 
and his countefs being in the fourth degree of 
confanguinity, they not having obtained any 
difpenfation from Rome for theif marriage. 
I obferVe, however, on confulting a paper pu^ 

Dr. Robert, bliflicd by a reverend hiftorian, that only tw<l 
of the commiffioners, Crawfurd and Mandei^ 
^ fon, were prefent during the proccfs, and that 
Matiderfon alone pronounced the infamous 
fentence. The other was the coiififtorial courts 
which had been eftablifhed by the qtieen, atid the 
judges were Mr. Robert Maitland, Mr. Edward 
Henryfon, Mr. Alexander Sim, and Mr. <3te^ 
ment Little, all of them proteftant kwycrS. 
In this court the countefs of Bothwdil was the 
profecutor for a divorce from her hufbandy' 
on account of his adtfltery with onei Crawfurd, 
her fervant; and fentence was accordingly pr6- 
nounced in her favour ^. 

HisimpoM- We arc now to confider Mary iii the light of 
a prifoner, and therefore not tfaiftrefe of herfclf 
or her anions. It is perhaps impoffible to 
^gn a caufe for Bothwell's ading the farce of 
her captivity. It feems to have been the eflFefts 
-5; • ;• • • 

. * It is amasing- tltat the writer of Melvirs Memoirs (hould iayp 
<f I canaot 4eU how nor by what law he parted with his own 
wife, fiffer to the earl of Huntley." CouH fuch a doubt fall fix>m 
the pen'of Sir James Melvil, iituated :^ be was at that time i 

of 
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of igpQorance and iatemperance, nor can it well a.d. 1567. 
^ iuppofi^d this^t it happened without Mary'» 
Joiowledge 0r confent ; and that is a confidera- 
tion which renders her condu^ on the occaiioa 
store mexctifable, becanfe ihe ought to have 
periified iit the ftfongeft refcntment cowards a 
man who had dared to treat her fo audacioully 
and difrefpedfully. A little re^edion foon 
convinced Bothwell that, he had miftaken his 
ineafures. The courts of juflice were dubious 
lirhether they could proceed in their ordinary 
bufinefsy while their fovereign was a captive. . - 
We are told by fonae hiflorians, that a body of 
the nobility met at Stirling^ from whence they 
fent a ine0kge to Mary^ defiring to know whe? 
ther file really was a captive againft her will^ in 
which cafe they would endeavour to fet her at 
liberty;. z€kd that her. anfwer was, that fhe had 
indeed been, carried off againil her will, but that 
her treatment ever fince had been courteous and 
agreeable. Whether this meflage and aiifwer 
pafled or not is very immaterial, becaufe Mary's 
<;ondq$,' as it ftands upon record, foon difco* 
vered the fentiments ihe had of Bothwell. The 
writer of MelviPs Memoirs fays, that while fhe 
was in Bothwell's cuftody, a number of noble- 
men and gentlemen ** fubfcribed a paper, dc^ 
(daring that they judged it was much the 
queen'i» intereHto marry Bothwell, he having 
many friends in Lothian, and upon the bor* 
ders, which would caufe good ordw: to be 

fz kept, 
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A. D. 1567. kept. And then the queen could not but 
marry him, feeing he had raviihed her and 
lain with her againft her will.'* This is a freih- 
inftance how eautioufly thofe Memoirs are to 
be read, as the pretended author betrays fuch^ 
ignorance in matters which could not have 
efcaped the real author's obfervation. Na 
- fecond bond of affociation appears upon record, 
lior indeed was any fuch neceffary. 
Slr**"b^k Both well being apprized of his error, and 
to Edin. of the invalidity of any marriage contraded 
with Mary while fhe was his prifoner, refolved 
to carry her to Edinburgh, after being ten 
days at Dunbar. During the journey flte had 
the appearance of one at liberty ; but infiead 
of lodging at the palace of Holyrood-houfe, he 
led her horfe by the bridle to the caftle, where 
it was found neceffary to finifh what there is 
reafon to believe was but too agreeable to Mary. 
Being prefented with the bond that had been 
^gned at Ainflay's, fhe gave her confent to 
the fame in the following terms, the language 
lacing fomewhat modernized: " The queen's 
majefty, having feen and confidered the -bond 
above written, promifeth, on the word of a 
' princefs, that flie, nor her fuccefforsj fliall 
never impute as crime or offence to any of 
the perfons fubfcribers thereof, their confent 
and fubfcription to the matter above written 
therein contained;- nor that they, nor their 
heirs, fliall ever be called or accufed there- 
fore; 
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fore; nor yet the faid confent or fubfcribing a«d. 1567. 
be any derogation or fpot to their honour^ or 
they efteemed undutiful fubjefts for doing 
thereof, notwithftanding whatfoever thing can 
tend or be alledged in the contrary. In wit- 
ncfe whereof her majefty hath fubfcribed the 
fame with her own hand.'' 

This confent was the prelude to her deftruc- *»^'*««»'»<'« 
tion. Both well, as foon as it was obtained, ^onofthcit 

' banas of 

demanded a publication of the banns of mar- narnage. 
riage with the queen. It does honour to the Spotfwood. 
memory of Mr. Craig, one of the minifters 
of Edinburgh, that he behaved on this occa- 
fion with the fpirit of a primitive confeffor, in 
the caufe of virtue and chriftianity. He re- 
fiifed to publifh the banns ; and when brought 
before the council to give his reafons, he men- 
tioned the precipitate divorce of Bothwell 
from his wife, by collufion of both parties ; 
his fudden contract with the queen after that 
divorce; and the ihame that would attend 
her marrying a man who flood in the light of 
her raviflier, and was fufpeded of being the 
murderer of her hufband. He concluded with 
an excellent advice to the members of the 
council^ that they would endeavour to difTuade 
her majefty from fo infamous a conjunAion. 
His reafons and exhortations not having the 
delired effefl:, he carried them to the pulpit^ 
tiU, at laft, he was authoritatively enjoined 
^ETencb. 

This 
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A.D.1567. This bppofition, and the manifcft deteftation 
in which the marriage was held by the public,! 
did not avail. A prelate was found bafe 
enough to perform for favour, what a prote- 
ftant minifter had refufed through confcience. 
This was Adam Bothwell, bifhop of Orkney. 
It was however neceffary, previous to the nup- 
tials, the celebration of which was fixed to the 
fifteenth of May, that her majcfty ihould ap^ 
pear in her court of feffion, where the nobi- 
lity about Edinburgh wa,s auembled, and to 
make the following declaration, whichy.how^ 
ever ihameful it may be thought to her me- 
iBory, is of too great importance to the truth 
of hiftory to be omitted here. 

Edinburgh, May iz, 1567- 

** Th^ which day our fovereign lady com- 
peared perfonally in judgment, in prefence of 
the lorda, chancellor, prefident, and whole 
lords of feffion underwritten; that is to fay> 
George earl of fiuntley, lord Gordon and Ba- 
denoch, chancellor, &c. reverend fathers in 
God, John biftiop of Rofs, Alexander biihop 
of Galloway, Adam bilbop pf Orkney; Mr. 
William Baillie lord Provand, prefident, Mr. 
Alexander Dunbar dean of Murray, Mr. Ro- 
bert Maitland dean of Aberdeen, Mr. David 
Chalmers chancellor of llofs, Mr. Archibald 
Crawfurd parfon of Eglifliam, Gawyn com- 
mendator of Kilwinning, Sir James Balf^ pjf 

Pittendrich^ 
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Pitteodrichy knight, clerk of regifter. Rich- A,D,ts^ 
ard Maitland of Ledington, John Bellcnden of 
AuchnouUy juftice-clerk, knights, William 
Maitlaad, younger, of Ledington, fecretary 
to our fovcreign lady, Mr. Henry Balnaves of 
HalfciH, John Gtcdftanes, and Mr. Edward He- 
ncrfon, licentiat in the laws; and alfo in 
prefcnce of John arehbifliop of St. Andrew's, 
William bifhop of Dumblain, David earl of 
Crawford, lord Lindfay, George earl of Caith- 
nefs, John commendator of the abbey of 
Aberbrooth, Alexander commendator of Cul- 
rofs, Robert commendator of St. Mary Ifle, 
treafurer, George lord Seton, Robert lord 
Boyd, and Simon Prefton of Craigmiller, 
knight, provoft of Edinburgh ; being informed ^ 

of before, that the lords of feffion madeforae 
doubt and ftop to fit for adminiftration of juf- 
tice to the lieges of this realm, in refpecl that 
her highnefs was taken and holden in Dunbar 
by James carl Bothwell, lord Halis and Crich- 
ton, and certain others his complices, contrary 
to her majefly's will and mind. And now the 
queen's majefty, for declaration of her mind 
therein, has allowed the forefaid lords of 
feffion for doiog of juftice to her highnefs 
lieges fince the time aforefaid; and further, 
hafs in like manner declared, and declares. 
That albeit her highnefs was (commovit) offend- 
ed for the prefent time of her takings at the faid 
nii' Bothwell : and fince, by his goo4 behaving 

towards 
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A. D. 1567. towards her highnefs, and having furc know-, 
ledge of his thankful fervice done by him in 
time paft, and for more thankful fervice in 
time coming, that her highne& (lands con- 
tent with the faid earl, and has for^ven, 
and forgives him, and all others, his com- 
plices being with him in company at the 
time aforefaid, all hatred conceived by her ma- 
jefty for the taking and imprifoning of her at 
the time aforefaid. And alfo declares her ma- 
jefty to be at her freedom and liberty, and is 
minded to promote the faid earl to further ho- 
nours, for his fervice aforefaid. And Mr. Dz-^r 
vid Borthick, procurator for the faid earl, 
afked inftruments hereof/' 
The queen In confequcncc of the above declaration, - 
to B<«h. Ma|:y created Bothwell, whom we may now. 
call her bridegroom, duke of Orkney, a day 
or two before her marriage. On the fifteenth 
of May,, the day appointed for their fatal 
nuptials, they were celebrated, according to 
the Reformed manner, in the council-cham* 
ber, within the palace of Holyrood-houfe, by 
Adstm Bothwell, formerly biftiop of Orkney, 
a worthlefs ecclefiaftic, who had renounced his 
epifcopal orders, and had devoted himfeff to the 
new duke. , pothweU's behaviour, af termarnage, 
was brutal beyond belief; and the reflections 
of tl^e difgrace ftie had brought upon herfelf 
were fuch, that Mary was even heard to. 
threatep to put an end to her own life, that 

■ ; " ■ ■ fee 
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Ihe might be delivered from big tyranny, el*- a. 0.1567. 
ther by ftabbing or drowning herfelf. If we 
are to believe the writer of MelviPs Memoirs^ 
he intended to have obtained the cuftody of 
the young prince ; but the earl of Mat refnfed 
to deliver him up, without an order froiii the 
three eftates. Bothwell's influence in the go- 
vernment, however, was fo great, that the 
earl was obliged to confult with Melvil upon 
the means of preferving the prince from the 
hands of his father's murderer. Melvil advifed 
him to apply to Sir James Balfour, the govei^- 
nor of Edinburgh caftle under Bothwell, who 
had refolvcd to deprive him of that charge, 
becaufe he was not fo complete a villain as h^ 
wifhed him, and had rcfufed to be coficjarned 
in the murder of Darnley. Balfour offered t6 
receive and proteft the prince, upon condi* 
tion that the laird of Grange fhould defend 
hinf, if be was afterwards called in queftiort 
by the nobility. This was a pretty extraordi* 
nary condition ; but, whether the faS: was fo 
Or not, it is certain that Bothwell did hi^ ut*" 
moft to get poffeiSon of the prince's pet((m ; 
and with what view may be eafily conjeftut-cd, 
when we reflect upon his hardened villainy. 

The form of the marriage (we ate told) the The ^* 
very day it was celebrated, was repeated af-^ meett, 
ter the Roman catholic ritual, under every 
omen of public deteftation. Not only Eliza- 
beth, but the^ French king bad ettrneftly repre-. 
. Vol. VII. G fented 
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.•A.i>.is<7» Tented to Mary the fhameful circumftance^, 
and the fatal confeqnences, of fuch a match. 
, Le Croc refufed to be prefent during the. nupti- 
als^ at which no perfon of credit or charafter af* 
.fitted. Notwithftanding thofe fymptoms of 
:general diflike, Mary was more pitied than 
.blamed. Her great fubjedls were confcious to 
themfelves how inftrumental they had been in 
mifleading her. The earls of Huntley and 
Crawford, the lords Fleming, Herries, and 
Boyd, the archbifhop of St. Andrew's, and 
the bilhop of Galloway and others, ftill af- 
tfifted at the meetings of the privy-cpuncil, 
which met two days after the. marriage. The 
duke of Orkney's name was joined with that 
of Mary in all her public afts ; and one of the 
^rft meafures of the new adminiftration was a 
revocation paffed by Mary " of any writings 
that might have been purchafed from her ma- 
jefty for permitting any perfons to ufe the 
pld form of religion, becaufe (he intends in- 
violably to maintain the aft publiflied concern- 
ing religion, upon her fafe arrival from France.^' 
During the courfe . of. the fame month, Wil- 
liam Chifholm, bifhop of Dumblain, was 
nanaed embaffador to France, and furniihed 
Mary's in- with a fct of iuftruftions, ' which fome critics 
Aruftions. j^jj^ hiftorians have admired for their artful 
compoiition ; though I can by no means be of 
their opinion, as they contain an apology for 
.Mary'3 conduct too grofs to feduce the meaneft 

underftanding. 



^ 



OF SCOT L AND, ^ 43 

underfbinding. This paper even fets out with ^'^' '5^7« 
a falihoody that Bothwell was one of the greateft 
earls of the kingdom, and his family one of 
the firft for reputation, on account of its no* 
bility and antiquity. It then proceeds to a 
heavy, inconfiftent, deduftion of his fervices 
to Mary and her mother, and the great art 
with which he had always condufted himfelf, 
till he procured the hands of all the nobility 
to the paper which authorized him to court 
her for marriage. This is the only allegation 
in thofe famous inftruclions that deferves the 
leaft notice in hiftory ; the refl; of them are too 
aflfefted an3 fulfome to admit of an extraft; 
nor can I think that a woman of Mary's ele- 
gance and good fenfe had any hand in the 
compoiition. Sir Robert Melvil, Mary's em- 
baffador at the court of England, was charged 
with a like fet of inftruftions, but drawn with 
far greater art and addrefs^ though compofed, 
in the main, of the fame materials. It is, 
however, of importance to mention, that Mary 
there alledges that Bothwell was acquitted 
both by the laws, and the fenfe of parliament. 
Bifhop Lefley, in his Apology for Mary, repeats 
the fame thing; but, as Mr. Keith very juftly 
obferves, no fuch matter is to be feen in the 
parliamentary records. We can fcarcely ima- 
gine that Mary and her minifter would have 
averred fo recent a fad to Elizabeth, had not 

G z fome 
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A.D. is«7. fom« vot€, tjKough perhaps not recorded, pafled^ 

in Bothvv«irs favour. 
obfcm- The utmoft that the warmeft advocate feu: 

tbns on the j^^ry Can fay on this occafion is, that Ihe had 
iio reafoa to believe Bothwell guilty of her 
hufband's murder; and that the opinion pf 
his innocence was abfolutely confirmed under 
the hands of the nobility and others, who re* 
commended him to her for a hufband. That 
thefe are facts, is paft contradici:ion ; nor are they 
to be invalidated by the moft plaufible conjec- 
tures or furmifcs. The misfortunes of Mary at that 
time differed, perhaps, from that of any other 
•woman, ever circumftanced like her. S^ie was 
forrounded by perfons whofe intereft it was to 
fliut truth out, to keep her in the dark, and in 
ignorance of all that fhe owed to her dignity 
as a queen, or her reputation as a woman. 
They pretended that (he had no fafety but in' 
marrying Bothwell; and the experience Ihe 
had of her people's temper and difpofitions, 
gave too fair a glofs to the illufion ; though 
upon the whole it muft be admitted, that her 
conduct, though not criminal, is indefenfible, 
as to prudence and decency. 

Soon after the confummation of the marri^ 
age, the nobility who had been the moft for- 
ward in forcing it upon Mary, entered into af- 
fbciatioBS for bringing her hufband to juftice 
for D^rnley's murder ; nor do I find that Both- 
well 



AlTociat!- 
on of th^ 
nobility 
agdnft 
Bothwell^ 



O F S C OT L A N D, 45 

well had then a fingle nobleman in Scotland, a. 0.15^7, 
who had the courage to declare in his favour ; 
an almoii incredible proof of the public dege- 
neracy. The fecurity of the young prince be* 
came the fafhionable pretext for an affociation ; 
and the parties were the earls of Argyle, Athol, 
Morton, Mar, Glencairn, the lords Lindfay 
and Boyd ; and, according to fome, the lords 
Hume and Semple, with the barons of Tulli- 
bardine and Grange. All the arts of Bothwell 
could not procure him any higher title than 
that of the duke of Rothfay, though his name 
continued to fiand along with the queen's in 
public difpatches ; and he appeared at her court 
with a moft faftidious pomp, as the fole vehicle 
of all her favours. On the twenty- eighth of 
May two proclamations were iffued for re- 
preffing the robberies on the eaft- borders, by 
which the inhabitants of the counties of For- 
far, Perth, Stirling, Lanerk, Clacmannan, Kin- 
rofs, and Fife, with thofe of the counties of 
Strathern and Menteith, and other places, 
were ordered to attend her majefty for fifteen 
days, in an expedition againft the robbers, 
who are there denominated rebels. Thofe pro- 
clamations being iffued by the advice of her 
deareft fpoufe James duke of Orkney, gave 
rife to public fufpicion ; and it was immedi- 
ately rumoured, that the queen intended to 
employ force to the fubverfion of the laws 
againft her nobility ; and that the fafety of her 

fon, 
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A.D.1S67. fbn, the prince, wasmoftfliamefuUy neglected. '^ 
Mary therefore thought proper to publifli a de- 
claration, in the ftrongeft terms, of her regard 
to the laws, and the fafety of her fon. T men- 
tion this declaration the rather, as it is a con- 
vincing proof of the people's diffatisfaftion at 
their queen's marriage; neither can I think 
that the pujblic fufpicion was groundlefs, tho' 
Mary herfelf might be fincere, 

n!!!^' The affopiation againft Both well was all this 

while gaining ftrength ; and the, name of a 
Scotchman, inftead of refpecl as formerly^ be- 
came a term of reproach through all Europe. 
Bothwell was fenfible of his danger, and fought 
to avoid it. Even the diffolute court of France 
cxpreffed an abhorrence of Darnley's murder, 
and the queen's marriage, if we are to believe 
the writer of Melvil's Memoirs, who fays, that 
Le Croc Tiad letters to that purpofe from his 
king to the affociated lords. Though I am 
doubtful of this faft, yet it is certain that Both- 
well's unpopularity did as much as his moft 
violent enemies could have expeded. The na- 
tion refounded with lampoons and pafquinades, 
• and he muft have been furprized with the 
queen in the palace of Holyrood-houfe, had 
he not been forewarned of his danger by an un- 
known hand, the earl of Argyle moft pro- 
bably, who perhaps ftill retained a tendernefs. 
for Mary, Their difappointment, far from daunt- 
ing, rendered the affociators more united ; for 

they 
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they aflembled two thoufand horfe, with which a.d.i5«7* 
they intended to befiege the caftle of Borth- 
wick, from whence the queen and Bothwell 
efcaped to Dunbar, where they were in more 
fecurity. The aflbciated lords, upon this, 
marched to Edinburgh, where the earl of 
Huntley, the lord Boyd, the archbifliop of St. 
Andrew's, the bilhop of Rofs, and the abbot 
of Kilwinning, who were not of the aflbcia- 
tion, refided. They offered to affift the citi- 
zens in defending the town ; but finding them 
otherwife difpofed, they took refuge in the 
caftie, while the confederates forced open one 
of the city gates, and publifhed the following 
proclamation : 

Canongate, June ii> 1567. 

** That whereas the queen's majefty being Preciamt- 

, . , . . ♦ . , ' , tions by the 

detained in captivity, was neither able to go- noWcmen. 
vern her realm, nor try the murderer of her huf- 
band ; we of the nobility and council com- 
mand all the fubjefts, fpecially the burghers of 
Edinburgh, to alliil the faid noblemen and 
council in delivering the queen, and preferv- 
ing the prince, and in trying and in puniftiing 
the king's murderers. And we command the 
lords of feffion, commiffaries, and all other 
judges, to fit and do jufl:ice, according to the 
laws of this realm, notwithftanding any tu- 
mult that may arife in the time of this enter- 
prize: with certification to all who fliall be 

found 



ltd pl««ii)uefidkMK:i<M«ry^ff^#'i9iae^^ 

t»»dfe?Sftflifher1^v8tt*. -She-«w«f4^talf^1fi^ 

dftS^dT'^IM^b^n ^hklAhe aiIbdktor94ei4'}^ 
fier^ c($iditi9h of ^ rediiciiig«' ''&& « ma«ed iS^^ 

fe|AtailD«lod£:^v.pi)evidei.iFoi') tbeii«)aKipb fafelf . 
Bodkxnlist Secoibq vmiwtxadvfoa pto^ms^ 
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^ 4«]i« q€ Orkney bw li«(bMd» after tlwy AiQtsiiii 
^yd faUfd ip i|tpf9ti9ii4iP9 tb«k ^ p at 

twm (P «Mk« peoplf bcl(eT9 tbtt tiM]r4i4 Mc 
titt irvngf of tfte siimlei^ of tlw king Wr 
lito bsuibiadt am4 the r^Uevipg of bctMS mit 
o£ bondage tod captiviC]r» prttrocliiig ilu,l tiie 
dfike hor in^ftvitid wis minded ^ mr^dit ibc 
prince bat£an i all wbkb wisr^ filfir and Iiirgf4 
inventiossy none having b^ttir «aol!i to vcy 
vQpgv thci li&g'f ddath than iMRjiE^ll^ if flia^oukl 
know the authors th^^9i& Awd l^r thf iliilit 
kt9t.ptefiSpt:]iui^n4 h^'hftd ^M »il «#!«» ta 
clOir ^ Afii^K^Pfiy* ih^ QTijiiiMiiy ju^i^ ka4 

a|«fip4v«4 hiflis itiid the eftatef 9$^ fv^mmt 

apprpy^ ^tir profiw^iipg^, whigh th«y th«m^ 
:F^v(9$ that; m*(k^ Ib^ preftnt inKunrfi^^ h«i 
Ukcwif« aUewed^ i^s alio h^ h^d qflfeicijl (9 
maift t9in that ^marrd agai»ft apy gPiH}ailiM QS 
earth un^chmti, than whM;h tuHlMPg iMn* 
cimlfl be reqwred. A^d us t« ^or aMi4g44 
captivity, tha cOnta-a^ was known to tlM 
whole &ib|eds^ her manris^c with him bifiliif 
poblicly amtraited aod foleiMiiztfd wMl th^ 
emu . noafimta, as tibeir haod^writa fMUi tad 
lily. Albeit to give their treason p ffir fktmt^ 
tibey made now a bnckier of the priaoe km 
{bm being aQ infant^ aad id their baii^i 
lidicreaa their intenticm only waa to oirerttoMr 
her aadher poierity, tha« they mf^t mA% fA 
dungs at thck pkafuce^ apd «ritlifnit 66]!Mr«Bl# 
- Vat. TO. H 
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A.D.1J67. ment. Seeing theretore no -wjlfulnefs, nor paf' 

4*=t*Wert!(lt iilftfffle of all her feUhfui, 
fflSJSaJ'iigilllfi t!lAfe<itJflnatural rchijls, fo ffii' 
aOTite^'SIS^ Wt ma-"ai were already alTcm- 
fcWffSfr6llia«f*M'|iaS hearts ftand to lier tie-' 
fMii^ihiMfiiB^- k^ikny the goodnefs of 
lf#'«m1r<!;'iftSffitf|'ihefn, in recompence of 
tsytf vfSorSds feiVie'e, We lands and poffeiEooi ' 
Z iSe^JhS^TJe^^M ffltiili be'^afiiatited'ic-'' 

*roclmnauon,'wmcfl''wi8,'di«£Uy agiiaft fti^ ' 

f^War^forUch 'dt^ her paftjr m ftbiiia kill aii' 
e^r^' dW^'a b&rt)'ii', Of^i ye6ttfai^''aci'(irdiai^' 
td"&|llf^rcv«ta1 raalcs, TTpon thewJidfe;''i'iia 

it £pfi^^rn^n'"'tlie" prijteedings ^ T^ici ^werc au- 
tftOTized"'^- ^er , name, and" £fcat' they were ' 
. ^if^ifc^ owing !it(i.th£;'madnef3"ah5 iijipidity 
oP'Bddi'jteft'-.^e MiJ, be&rc flie came to' 
Se^qtt^ oeett* reduced to i)ie iiieai)h(:irs of':ac- 
c(^na^jfeg,':hir '^efceftablc iiufljan(J!in„ m^n'* 

, clo^thJ^.iJ^Tcithet- '^^ indecency, jiort^e ag- 

,[£fiijnti3. ^ 1 lu, I ■ - , . ,. --■-■- . ■ :.■ 
gr^ated'.arctiniuances attendmg her marriage,- 

~ COTira'Tutn "her in the elieeni of her, ful)j,cAs, 

^if oV'^hein a^eed in ^'paratlng' Wcafe from:' 

A^-^l^^.lt&BiaiH; nor W^ W'moft de^ 
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■■:-■ ■ 'psi- ■ ■ -r ■- 

termined of Uie afibci»ted lords cxprfi^^^^jf, ^-P-'S'T* 
other fentiments. As to Bothwell, thq wh-pje, 
of his conducl: was cowardly, bravading, and 
frantic, and fiich as, I may venture to fay,, reat 
dercd him even defpicable to Mary. Her 
army is faid to have been corapofed of about 
four thoufand men ; but they were heartlqfv 
«id difpirited, becaitfe they could not fepa-, 
■ rate her caufe from tliat of her odious huf->. 
band^ . .The .army of the afTociated lords, ex.- Wiryfur- 
ceeded hers in difcipline, if not in numbers, feiTu^a " 
and were fupplied from Edinburgh with plenty '"""' 
of proviiions. She took up an advantageous 
ground at Carberry Hill, about fix miles,/:,o the 
eaft of her capital; but Ihe eafily faw that her, 
biifinefs was to treat, and not to fight, L5 
Croc, the French cmbafl'ador, interpofed, and 
propofed terms of accommodation, being im-, 
powered to offer a full pardon to the affpciated^ 
lords. A perfect idea may be formed of the^ 
principles . 00 which her eAemies proceeded^ 
by the, j-eoeption or Le . Croc s mediatiojL,^ 
The e4rl of Morton, yho wm privy to her 
hufband's murder, took tne- lead in the ncg'o,- 
tiation, and infifte^ upon h^r majefty giving 
up Bothwell to public juf^ice,^ The Carl o£ ■ 
Gi'Micairn, who perhaps was not fo criminal, 
beraufe unconfcious qt the ^uilt, gallantly 
added, " We are nptcorne liere to alk pardojj. 
for, any offgnce ;we; tave dpne,,i)ut rather tOj^ 
giveDardon to ttofe thatVeaave offended," 



A.9.ii6j. Ij5^f;rt)C faw that all negfiti.-itioti dtlW l»e 'Wift' 
fe^ual,, aod dcDftcd. Not\virfiftaHaiig^l|ifcl^ 
t;.«a:5 the affociated l6rds prcfervcd a woftdefciV^I^ 
'"I -'i .1^" deraticm. Sir William Kirkildy'Maae *^<ifc* 
cuit round tlie eminence whtre MaiyM army. 
Wai encamped, and with two liUi^drcd horfg 
cut off all pcfTibility of BathweU's efcapingto 
Punbar, Her excellent fenle, by tfiis time, 
convinced har of BotKweU's profligacy and 
infjapacity. She dcfired to fpeak with Kir* 
Imtd J, who made great prbreflioils of his, aii4 - 
JlM^*?''' ^^^y towaYdi Wr mi(j*ft^; btat^if- 

linftf; l)f faer, iuAjmA. 'Kjdt^i^, .eH^^Mft 

properly fpeakifagth? dukf df"CWk»l«ef;-fa«W'. 

iearing tbis pit)p^fiil, offered ti> fi^t in^atf 

{his enemies in, iingle combat. Elrkdliy, Cbe 

baron of TuUibardine, aod Ibnl tUnS^^m, 

jierEd to accept the Clkdlebge; tibt 'iSitft'i^ 

-M th»t titn« h^d^uiidodbtMlIf '«fert!^itrved"a 

.Ct-ut idea of h^ own tmfbttuEutii! fitUtftlob, 

,jg(^^cnfed the co|iiijat; 'She taw'i})fc;{tkiipAi: 

.j^j.^f hsr peiyfc,' and 6i&riiSc^ tKtr vtiV^ 

^jjif^.^adbeen tw'autKor of'her'niitf.'''' . '^ff 

jTerhnft ' Kit^aldy htv!ng obtainealeiVi 6f Iiiif'p4ky 

■•*■"■'. ttt tiold a coiifcreri<:eVwith Mu^» Wi«<flfe."A# 

.^fitongeft profcflu;>n9 of their iiiihriJttiiiwyaJCJF 

-i^tflpAj falJt, *jiii"'tfcej were di»e<'iiiU''d^j 
.i'SK*»^r If, we iarttii) believe" diii VH«r"'Qf 

k queCQ 
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^t^ HS tiu;u; ibver^ign, prpvided flie would *-ti.i^ 
^i^fd. ^(ich'»(Qii».(wliO accoidingly galloppea; '^^i' " ^ 
offiithfti fi^ld) and govern her people by cKi^~ 
adlHC^e of ier, nobility. According to the rcV OoaUt -^ 
prefentstioB, of her conmiiiTioncrs, whicRbeai^' i**.'"'' 
great appeaffapce of truth, and, indeed', ncvUt 

»Jiefew4ffWfil''HVr'iS* acardindy'i^aS 
eft |o .f aUt ffff '^h . amycs, ^^ftWl!- infei^ 
^*^3Wrp»vft^rT yflont^?^et'um^of,1fciliaiaf 
itb Ae^iff^^ i^TT/.;^2f,y tiird 'o{'<^6jSs 
<iii(i i^^ft^errmyfclf urito you lipbjfcP'ffii 
-ooftditioq^CE^eaifed tQ iri9,m the nain^df' ue 
tlor^," 1;^ -thw ftretch^d forth' 'her' fenli, 
^*bi«A;ifef'ig)ffed^ and-lcd h« Kdrfe doWtf ^d& 
hUl-lt^ivar^s |^.eia$pcial;$d lords, v(^q received 
chw Y^tfef^h^f/jjoft^prflfound xefpea. JVl^tei, 
i« rJ»a5S*¥9l*rT.'fIWW0i^*J;,*^^^^ they "w'iii^d^^ 

:n»#ft;Jpya^ff,.t^eit ancfft^rs iiac^^ theif id^^ 
.l$m^ (i^iit^e qoflitpon people offering to'iiilSlt 

her, Kirkaldy,^nd; other officers Oif '^uaflSy, 
,4i$W thcif iwprd^,^,and protefled'ii'er'WitK^ 
..iS^PB^tiod, of aii,t)ie heids^ of tii'ifi?^'mrty. ■n..rf.,R 
, Buri^afl3p,,ijo/reiating,'tiiU'eVii^ Snfiti'iiltei'as'""""™ 
: jf :iBoti-g?eil'a et^pc iiad^beeli' fe^iatttifff^V 
.;J^y; bpt.hfi is jncohl^cnt iii 'lii3"'re!i'tilftjj 
,,M^^f.^ B^"? ^fW the 'fittiition'TJf trbtfl-'ir- 
iimm, iad'W»fioaateil,lor&s Veeii in'ici(fti*ft. 



^i^'^' tfiy^%W ei'Mf Wave' f»U|t^, fe#eli^i 



Bpoa.her 



^JilOii :>di yv'tU;i-t>niii*2bi 







her bwr^ pala*ce ; for no rtgar^ was paid her^, 

ana ihe was mut up m fne nouft of a common 

buf^Wf?^\She remonftrafed to^thc loras upon 

tn>s treatment: and obtammff no redrefs, Jttie- 

broke outf into reproaches at the^r perfidy; and 

infframudfc.' She employed Mattland, her fc-j 
foil bi ^-oi' •*..•.■ -^^t -l,-^ • A -^ ,->i-^ ^'iv-- "^, ^'^•■ 
cretary, to talk with them ; and fhe offered tQ., 

call a parliament, and to fubmit every thirifflJ 

as Ihe had promifed, to the fcnfe of ,her nobi-i j 

lity: but all her promifcs were tp no purppfq^ , 

when me Yole next day, ihe beheld at, her wm-r r 

dQw.a while flag, in which was delineated th^ 

figure of the late king, lying dead under a 

tr(5e, with the young prince, his fan, on* hh 

fences. 



CMrdlr Tnc fight of tnis oanner^ a||a <;^.tll^i 

bfettcr oF tBeipint which Mary had hithertOrx /'^r? 
ckirted. She burft laCa tears^ and made a , 
ipoit jifiemDsr appeal to ,the citizens fortTeliet 
aninit th^ traitors who had her m cuttody,^ 
Tnis pathetic addrefs.. enforced by the^ P93^er>r 




the caiile of 
. Locklevea. 



Msmr, witnoiit refleiftins; on their defisnL made P'^^onw »« 

an^hal to the people, that^ me :w^s .fajb^li^ja j;: ,, 
upon which they feparated.. No foQne.r did ^ 

&A reach the palace t;han they jtield ^ coi^^l- . 

tahon's ih whatmanner to dilpofe ^qf her jter-^. 

fon^ and It was at laft refolvgd to fe^J!^er.ptjU|^ 

foner to Lochleyen: a caftle ftandins: in the 

middie of : 4 la^, ^ anct^in „ t^s^poff|ffi^^ o/^^^ 

thofe whofe iAteireil it was that fhe flioxud not 

cicape. '^ - , If 

-if'- ^ -' -■)%■■' ,/'-•,■' . ''^-'^frq.c J-'f"* 
Murray's mother, wJj^b had been jparri^a to 

Douglas' of Lochkven,. was the ; miufeis of . 

this furtalice fas it was very properly wlledj*,^ 



tha,t. ihe lucl. bean lawfully Qjamed'ta.Janicj? ^ 
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ftpfn« .TluE;losdIJod£i]r'tJla4y. Yfi«bffi^^^ 
t(V by btr oiarriage Vftli |>a«g)sM^ i^Iio hm 
l|ji apfarent l^r to tlie ca4 ^^ii.Jfortoii^.fp 
whofo cftaie Jiis laxniljr. aftcrwa!:^^ faq e»c 4w t 
AU t}io£r» and many othern .fonnciStiaos teo^ 
d^red ikii lady the moft piroper jailor forv>|))C 
IWifeitiuiate queen. To pok)i» th^, atn)(9M» 
aft of rebellioo and perfidy^ thqr pet teodfd 
tl^ tkey intercepted a lettcar writtea bQr.W 
to BotWell, in whicli &e pronuied ncffica. to 
abandon him^ thongh they mjglit for £»iiio 
time be feparatcd. It undi^ubtcdly was the 
V intereft of the confpiratora to pvetond . t&it 
Mary did write AkK a letter ; but had ibe^nndly 
done it, is it to be imaged that thoy. would 
not have pubUIhed it for their own iiindicy^ 
^^1^ ^ tion I In like saanner they gave out, that Ihe 
MKkn a^ypeaitd fo extravagantly fond of Bothw^ 
that fiiC' offered to leave the kingdonn pro* 
vided (lie conld enjoy his company as arprivata 
womam { but even thii report is of the» own 
laiin^ aad rtfis up(^ their authority. Throg^ 
n^prton^ it is true, who was fent by EUaabetil 
to.cpnfer with Mary, in one kA his dUjpatchcs 
mtimates» that the con^irators were aftai4 of 
hejusg in a perpetual ftate of warlim, on ^« 
^tintof (die affeftion Ihe ftHl bore to Bodb» 
well ; but he knew this only irom tha iafoi^ 
ipationof the ^onQjiiritoiBi andllary'trcom* 

miifioners 







tBit ' ^Btitaff9ace-'-'»#8nif "fe-iS- . ''6Wrt''^4^6iM 




nfflabred, frfl§rdflyfvfdlaifel?^'' ' ' "" "*<^* 
^rf<)ii^e filfeSMlir-dtf^ Jflk the ^^Is 3^ « a't 

p»ty?««ntin oWftrr iPor' Wilffeitt DoulgKs'df 

omoiigtfiricHl Jt^afl^oiKif^i^M 3|^ak(ft9^fi^ 
«S&aiQnai. I deteft 
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>^ 0,1567. deleft him in a few days." The confpiratort 

give Kirkaldy no fatisfeftion oti this -^ head j 

and the writer Of Melvil'd Meinoifs fays/ that 

iiiey produced th€ intercepted letter, which 

alone prevented his coming to an open brciach 

With the party. I have already explainec^ the 

credit due to thofe Memoirs; bat I cannot 

cafily conceive that fuch a letter (if they 

did produce it) was of Mary's* writing, becaufe 

nothing can be more certain, as afterwards ap* 

peared, than that many of her enemies, or their 

dependents, knew how to counterfeit her 

hand. 

^ ^rty Her captivity, continuing, flie wrote an ex- 

formed* in #•'• « -ry^lil » y 

iicr fevour. poftulatory letter to Kirkaldy, the contents or 
which the reader may eafily conceive. He an- 
Twered her in very plain terms ; and exhorted 
her to abolifti from her mind all teddernefs 
and partiality for fuch a monfter as Bothwell, 
whofe lawful wife fhe could not be. Upon 
the receipt ctf this letter, Mary is faid to have 
wept bitterly. The biftiop of Rofe, in his Apo- 
logy for her, fays, that flie was committed to 
jfhe care of the lords Huthven and -Lindfay; 
the latter a man of a character remarkably bru- 
tal, who carried her iff the night, in difguifc 
and homely appai^^rto Lochleven. By this 
time, her diftreffes feid touched the minds of 
inany of Her fubjeAi; and among others, fhfe 
lords of Seton,''Yefter, and Borthwick; the 
t)arons of Wau^^on, Brafs^ Onmfton, Wed- 
" ' •' derburn. 
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dcrburn, Blactawi^f and I^angton. Thofe no- a*^* "s^* 
falemen and v g^entkinen are faid to have affem- 
bjfcl .a pretty confiderable force, and narrowly 
m&d reicuing Mary in her journey to Lpch^ 
kv^. Slie now faw the reafon of their pre* 
tended tendernefs, in indulging her witb 
)ier own palace; and that they would have 
found it a oiatter of great diiEcuUy to have 
c^ried her out of her capital, where. the iqha^ 
bitants deplored her fate, and were every houir 
returning to their allegiance. 

On the very day that the confpirators (igned A" ''''**^!- 
Mary's cooimitment, they fubfcribed an aflbci^t *>«' "<* 
tion, or bond, for refcuing her out of the hands 
p( Bothwell, (the nieaning of which expref- 
fion is difficult, if not impoffible, to under* 
ftand) and for bringing hin^ to punilhment for * 
Darnley's murder, and the force he had of- 
fered, to the queen* Soon after this aflbciation 
was iigned, a feared was made through the city 
of Edinburgh for certain perfons, who were 
iufpe^led of being concerned in the king's 
murder. Sebafiian, a Frenchman, who had 
been named in the tickets or advertifements 
abovementioned, and confequently was a capi- 
tal objed for. punilhment, was taken ; butf 
found means to make his efcape. Captain' K^jtb, p. 
William Blackader, James Edmondftoun, John ^' 
Blackader, and one Frafer, were likewife ap- 
prehended, and ordered to be put to the tor* 
ture, , iThcy afterwards fuflfered death j but we 
; ■" I z know 
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know of no confcffion they made which could 
prove Mary to have the lead foreknowledge of 
her hufband's murder. One Dalgleifli^ a fer- 
vant of Bothwell, was apprehended at th^ 
feme time, and along with him the famous fil- 
ver box, containing the love letters and fon- 
liets pretended to have been fent by Mary to 
Bothwell, all which were publiflied by Bucha- 
nan in his DettAion, prefaced by the follow- 
ing memorandum : « That in the caftle of 
Edinburgh there was left by the carl of Both- 
well, before his flying away, and was fent for 
by one George Dalgleifh, his fervant,'who 
was taken by the earl of Morton, one fmall 
gilt coffer, not fully one foot fong, garnifhed 
in fundry places with the Roman letter F, un» 
der % king's crown ; wherein were certain let- 
ters and writings well known, and by oaths 
to be affirmed to have been written with the 
queen of Scots own hand to the earl.'* The 
letters contained in this box, which I {hall of- 
ten have occaiion to mention, are faid -to have 
been eight in number, befi^es the love-fongs, 
and the whole written in French. The fame 
box is likewife faid to have contained a pro- 
mife of marriage niade to th^ que^n by Both* 
veil 

The a^bciated lords, ever lince the imprifonr 
ment of Mary, tp give fome confiftency to 
their proceedings, called themfelves the lords 
fjf tjie fecr?t council, Tteir firft meeting, as 

fychj^ 
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fech, was on the twcnty-firft of June; but in- a. 0.1567. 
ftead of concerting any meafures for bringing 
Bothwell tojuftice, they paffed an act, com- 
manding all the lords of feflSon, and the law- 
yers of every denomination, to repair to Edin- 
burgh, where they were to proceed in the due 
and ufual adminiftration of juftice, with cer- 
tificatipn, that if they abfent themfelves, they 
fiiall be cfteemed as partakers with the authors 
of the king's murder, and punifhed accord- 
in^y. By another aft of the fame date, all 
clients who had any fuits depending upon the 
counts of law, were likewife ordered to repair 
to Edinburgh. Froin thofe two afts it is 
plain^ that the lawyers, and the fubgefts in 
general, as had happened in the cafe of Rizio's 
murderj did not think themfelves at liberty to 
proceed in the ordinary courts of juftice, while 
their fovereign was under conftraint ; a fcru- 
ple, which was of the higheft importance 
for the new government to remove. 
' It has been admitted by thofe who are the ^•<««« 

' upon Ml* 

moft unfavourable to Mary's memory j that had 'y'« p*«^ 

; , ' furniture, 

me remained, without marching towards Edm- and jcweb. 
burgh, in the caflle of Dunbar, and kept pof- 
feflion of that and other forts, the aflbciation 
9gainft her mufl have been dafhed in pieces, 
for want of being fupported by arms, ammu- * 

nition, and. money. Mary had trufted too 
much to the fuccefs which had always attended 
IkCTf whe9 (he-took tlie field in perfon, with* 

out 
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A.D«is67. out being acquainted with the general detefta- 
tion of her fubje6ls towards her huiband. She 
iaw this when it was too late : but heir cpemica 
refolved to avail themfelves of her miftakes 
and their own good fortune. Th^y feis&cd 
upon adl her rich furniture within the palaccr 
of Holyrood-houfe^ as well as upon her jewels 
and plate. Her cupboard, of th« latter an^^nQt- 
^d to (he weight of fifteen ilone^ of twO: hun* 
dr^d : and fifty-fix pounds weight of Myer% 
w^ch they coined into ready money,, and 
whichy I fuppofe^ was exclufive of her gold 
platei and the font that had been {ent herirom 
England. The furniture and ornaments of her 
ohapel Were demoli(bed by the <fearl of Glen-^ 
cairn and his fervants, without any order from 
the fecret council This ad of zeal was far 
from • meeting with the approbation of ,the 
afibciated lords, and the queen's party mvfb 
have prevailed, had not her adverfaries been 
armed with her own money. 
A tMthik l^no^, the preacher, and his brethren were 
JSrSf faik, employed to retrieve their popularity. Mary's 
friends a0embled at Hamilton^ where tliey. 
made a formidable appearance. To draw them 
ta Edinburgh, and to bring about, if poffible, 
a coalition between them and the a£Rociators,: 
Knox and three of his brethren carried with 
them an invitation from the aflembly of the 
kirk, that they >^puld repair to Edinburgh, 
and afiift in their proceedings on* the twentieth, 
ofjiily. 
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This invitation had not the defired effect *-^>*5^- 
The carls of Argyle and Huntley had defer ted 
the affi^ciators, and joined with the aflembly at 
Hamilton; and the general anfwer returned 
*ras, that they did not think themfelves {afe 
to truft their perfons within the walls of Edin- 
bnrgh. It is uncertain where Bothwell refided 
all this time ; but, ten days, and no fooner, after 
his efcape from Carberry-hill, the caftle of 
Dunbar w^s' fummoned by the lords of the 
fecret council to furrender, and a reward of a 
thoofand crowns was fet upon his head. It is 
probable, from fome remaining fragments of 
the council's proceedings, that he efcaped north* 
wards by fea ; and that, after lurking for fomei 
time with his friend the bifhop of Murray, at 
his houfe at Spynie, he went to the Orkneys* 
it was, I fuppofe, foon after this that Kirkaldy 
fitted out two fliips, with which he fet fail in 
purfuit of Bothwell, whom he would have 
taken, had not his too great cagernefe run thd 
ihip^ which carried himfelf, upon a fhoal of fand. ^■ 

This gave Bothwell an opportunity of efcaping 
to Deniliark ; but Kirkaldy took his ihips and 
his fervants, who gave new lights into Darn- 
ley's murder, and brought them prifoners to 
Edinburgh^. 

* Dr. Robertfati, ia his Hiftoty> undoubtedly ought to have 
meptionedthe toitures which were inflifted upon thofe who were 
executed on account of Darnley's niurdcrj which are of the ut- 
obft impoxtaace ia^hU cafe. 

The 
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A.D» 1567. rj.^^ queen of England was not idle durfng 
this revolution^ in Scptland. Candpnr joa^ft 
acquit her of having. any hand in ttex^lamiti^s 
of Mary, but perhaps ftie was not entirely 
hearty in her profeflions of ferving bey. As 
ufual^ her condu^ was artful and plaufible^ 
but ftill with an eye to her own ijfitereft; and 
de employed Throgmorton, who \ffi% now 
fully reconciled to Leicefter, to go as her nai- 
nifter to Scotland. If fhe^ gave that miniftcr 
no other inftruftions than what have come to 
our hands among Throgmorton's papers, her 
mediation was not only proper, but praife-wor-* 
thy. He received his infirudions on the thirti- 
eth of June, and was ordered topromife Mary 
all her good offices in reftoring her to her 
liberty ; but he was likewife to expoftu- 
late freely with her upon the errors of her 
condud. As I think fome writers, warm ad- 
vocates for Mary, have mifreprefented Eliza- 
beth's coHdud on the occaiion, I (hall give part 
of Throgmorton's inftruftions in her own 
words. 
^^^- cc Now at the laft, (fays flie) this mifchief 
fttttftioni. that hath followed in the end, after all thefe> 
hath ilirred up in us a new alteration and paf- 
fion of OUT mind, and hath fo encreafed and 
doubled our former forrow and grief of mind. 
Behold, fuddenly, the railing an inteftine trou- 
ble, in manner of war, betwixt her and her 
nobility and fubjeds, wherein finding her to 

have 
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have light 'into fiich hard terms, that ffie is a, d. 15^, 
refif tined by . her nobifity and fiit]^e<Els as wi 
bear frbm her Hbcny, our ftoraaich fo prarok- 
ed, w^ iiave changed our foii&ier int^ntloiil €>f 
filence and £e»rbearing to deal in her caufes j 
' firft, to ati inward commi£8ratio& of her, €mif 
fiftety for this laft calasiity; and next, to sL 
detenbitfiation to aid and relieve her by all pof- 
£Wfe m^ans for the recovering of her to her li- 
berty, and not to fuffer her, being by God's 
ordinance the prince and fovereign, to be in 
fubje^on to them that by nature and law are 
fubjeded to hen For which very purpofe, 
you ihall fay, we have fefit you, at this time, 
to underftand truly her eftate, and the whole 
manner how the fame has happened ; and to 
confer with her what may be thought meet for 
us, as her fifter and next neighbour, to do for 
her, be it by counfel, force, or otherwife : and 
therefore you fliall require .her to impart to- 
you, that which indeed (he can require of us 
in honour to be done for her, to bring her to 
liberty, and her realm to concord and inward 
peace; and fo doing you fliall affure her we 
will do as much for her (the circumftarices of 
her' ca{e confidered) as fee were our very na- 
tural fifter or only daughter. And at the 
hearing of her declaration, you feall require 
her to beat with you, if, according to our di- 
refticn, you do declare alfo unto her where- 
with hef nobility ancl fubjefts charge her; and 
Vol. VIL K fo 



66 T H E H I S T O RX 

A. D. 1^67. fp you fhall orderly make ifuU declaration 
thjereof; adding therewith, that your meaning 
is not to encreaie her calamities, but to the 
lend, upon the truth known, her fubje<as niay 
be duly reprehendfcd and correded for things 
unduly laid to heri^harge: and in other things, * 
"jvherein her fault and overfight cannot be 
avoided, or well covered, the dealing therein 
Sind order thereof may be with, wifdom find 
policy fo ufed aijd tempered, as her . hpnour 
may be ftayed from utter ruin,>:and .her.ftate 
recovered with fome better accord j:o follow 
her and her fubjefts,'' , - . i r ^ . 

Throgmorton is then inftrucled tp e;spoftuJate 
with Mary's fubjecls, and to threaten to forc^ 
^hem to fet her at liberty, if they refufed to 
do it of their own accord. He is ordered at 
the fame time to lay before Mary the failures 
of, her government, and to perfuade her to 
proceed with caution and lenity ,in matters of 
ilate,, but with inflexible feverity, in, punifhing 
the (death of her hylband, who, as Elizabeth 
fays,., was the firft prince of her blood. She 
objferye^, that if Mary fliould difcover any 
bapkwardnefs in this purfuit of juft^ce, it will 
Tbe <:onfidered by her,, and all the world, as a 
.prefumption of her guilt. She next inllrufted 
.Throgmorton . to deal with Mary to fend her 
ipn Ini^o England to be educated, and to offer 
Efficient hoftage^ ior his iafety; and fhe cpn- 
/jclu4?§ by gi.>4ftgh}^tQ underftand, that her 
I- true 
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true meaning was, that he was in her name to a. d. 1567. 

diifapprbvc of ihe proceedings againft her, arid 

her imprifoiitnent; but that flie approved of 

the noblemen who had taken the field to bring 

the riiurderers to juflice; and that though he 

was to labour for her deliverance, yet it was 

to be in {udti'z 'manner as that they fliould be 

in no danger from Mary's refentment. 

Throgmorton had another fet of inftruftions and plan for 
to direft him in negociating with the affociated swti^d. 
lords. He agreed with them as to the ex- 
pediency of enquiring into the murder of 
Dariiley, and punifhing its authors, and like- 
wife for fecuring the fafety of the young prince. 
He offered the mediation of his miftrefs be- 
tween Mary and her nobility, and to do all 
he could to procure them a reafdnable fatis- 
faclion from their fovereign, but ftill upon the 
condition of her being immediately reftored to . 
liberty. ** For (faid Elizabeth) though we 
will not deny that flie may be charged with 
fome defaults and overfights, yet we take it 
not to be appertaining to fubjeds, in fuch a 
manner, to reform their prince, but otherwife 
to deal by advice and counfel, and failing 
hereof to leave the reft to almighty God.'^ 
Throgmorton was then to endeavour all he 
could to know what propofitions had been 
made by the court of France during the late 
diftraftions, and to convince the lords how 
inuch mote preferable her * fr lendfliip was to 

K 2 that 
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Afi^ i|57, liiat qf. the Frcachr^ He-waa Jij^ to produce 

^ paper of propofals^ from Elizabeth (for rccon- 

«aing the twofpartiesir Tie queen .ta ^te 

^ -^'liberty was ^the fulyftanceof the firft artide, 

li/f^rf.wQ3 to "be made fenfible of Bothwell's 

?: guilt, and a divorce was^ immediately tofoU 

hy^f^ while ihe was to give comnDftflkm to cer- 

^fiain noblemen far proceeding againfi; Both- 

.^f'weU and his accoQiplice3. A\paf liament ivas 

; to be afiembled, and a general peace proclaim*^ 

ed* The caflles of Dunbar and Dumbarton 
^ iwcrd, by Mary, to be committed to two noble- 
b men who were not participant with Bothwell 

j^jn^his crimes, and who were to give feeurity 

-■to the princess tutors not to admit 3othweU 

: fir. any foreigner within their charges. .. The 

1 que^n was to difpofe of all the great offices in 
^Itbe kingdom by the advice of her i council, 
^ 3fhc fudceffion to the crown was to be eftablifh- 

ed accor^i to thelaft ad of parliaments as 

* <WM the pi-oteftant religion, only with an ^x- 

, Jception to the queen's own perfon and a certain 

. .; .^number, of her attendants. A general pardon 

yi^aid Dd.pafs; Bothwell's eftate was to be for^ 

vrfeit^d^ and applied to the education t)f the 

TO^rintd} fcke numbers, powers, ^nd forms of 

b'tbie gftsat xx>uncil were to be regulated^ and no 

(iibangCF ivas- to bear any of&cc in the qucien's 

' ttqiifhoid. The breaking of «ny of thofepro- 

{vifions, after being ^abli&ed by parliament, 

^V^s m^P fU^ifk^d ^hi^ treafoBi and the 

-fc V - queen 
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^ucen- of Englaod w^s to be applied to; to be- a. 0.1567. 
^ome a miintainer of the fame parliament. ; 
. When thcfe propofals are candidly co^iider- w«c»^«^ 
(d^ no part of them appears fo reprehenfij^le ciati^o. 
as the Ufty which in fad calls in a foreign gaa- 
nu&tee between Mary and her parliament, and 
co^feq1leal^ ^ftrikes at her and her people's in* 
dependency. Xhrogmorton arrived at Faftcaftle 
oathe ekventh of July, and there met with 
the earl of Hiune, fecretary Maitland, add Sir 
James Melvil^ though no mention of this is 
Qiade in the Memoirs ^hich go under the 
name of the latter. Throgmorton continued 
there for four days, and found Maitland a Kt- 
tie pi<^ued at Elizabeth not returning a favour- 
able anfwer to a letter which had been fent her 
iFrom the affociated lords. When he arrived 
gtt Edinburgh, he found the violent party fo 
mucH inflamed by the writings of Buchanan, 
aEld-thefermons* of Knox, that they were to 
be (atisfied with nothing lefs than Mary's blood« 
Throgmorton, though employed by Elizabeth, 
was, as I have already mentioned, a fecret 
friend to Mary; and Maitland, though deeply 
engaged in the affociation againft her, was 
ienfible of her innocence, and wilhed for her 
deliverance, as did feveral other aflbciated 
iords^ Another party, at the head of which 
was the earl of Athol, was for crowning die 
IpvmcG^ and eftablifbing a council of govern<H 
ment under him» ;While the- quqen was to re*^ 

fign 



^■* 
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A. D. 1567. fign all futiire concern^in pufilic bufirlefs, and^ 
retire to a private life,, either in France or 
England. Another party were for bringing her 
to a public trial, and for fliutting her up in 
perpetual imprifonmcnt when convicted. Knox 
and the enthufiafts of his party were for de- 
priving her of life, as well as her crown and 
Uberty. The truth is, Morton was the fecret 
fpripg of Mary's deftruftion, and was indiffe- 
rent with regard to the difpofal of her. perfon, 
providfid flie was ftript of her dignity, and the 
regency veiled in his frie,nd the earl of Murray, 
under whom, or with wliom, he knew he 

• ' ' ' . • ■ 

muft have the chief direflion; and he had pro: 
cured 5 party of the affociated lords to fepd 
^urray an invitation into Scptland for thai 

' ' r .1*1"; 1 / 

pprpofe. 
He is denied Mortou. and his friends, who were then at 

acceis to • 

Mary, and Edinburgh, were no ftrangers to Thrpg- 
tionsare mortQu's ihftruftions. They had refufed to 
fU^r Villeroy, the new French ambaffador, 
(who, had. been fent to difluade Mary from 
n>4rrying iBothwell) to fee her ; and they made 
uijsp.f that argument for denying Throgmortori 
t\ip like admittance. They even infinuated to 
Thjrogtnorton, that, confidering the behavi- 
our; of Elizabeth, who, among other things, 
ha<i rqfufcd to affift them with a fiuall fum of 
money,, they thought it would be impro- 
per . to exafperate the French king, as they 
l^HUSoV not how foon they might Hand in need 

of 
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of his ailiftance; and that they every day ex- ^-^^^s^ 
jpefted. another ambaffadpr from that court. 
The refult of the whole was, that he received 
an abfolpte refufal of airaccefs to Mary, unde|: 
pretence, that a number of the affociated lords 
were then abfent from Edinburgh, and that 
their confent was abfolutely neceflary befor# 
he could fee her. Throgmorton found himfelf 
under a neceffity of laying his inftruclions be- 
fore Morton and the other lords at Edinburgh, 
who anfwered him in a paper, in which they 
painted Bothwell's conduft in the mod infernal 
colours. They fpoke of the prince's deftruftioti 
as being inevitable, if they had not taken arms 
againft him ; and (what is not commonly 
Jcnown) they faid, thiat had they not done it, 
they moft firmly believe they muft have re- 
commended him and themfelves to the haods 
of God, and like wife the foul of their " fove- '; 

reign the queen, who Ihould not have lived 
Wth him half an year to an end, as may be 
conjedured by the fliort time they lived toge^ 
ther, and the maintaining of his other wife at 
home at his houfc." Though this is a very 
extraordinary charge, yet we know not how 
to difbelieve it, as it was fo recently urged. > 
They then accufed Mary of her obftiriate at- 
tachment to Bothwell, and gave that as the 
reafon for fending him to prifon. It is remark- 
able, however, that they made no mention of 
the letter which they had pretended to have • 
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iLD. *5*7* mtertcepted from her to. Bothwell; ^ ftrottg 
prefumption that no fuch ktter ever exifted^ 
efpecially when: we rcfic^, that Mary after- 
wards, in the moft fofemn manner, difchtinoed 
any fuch attachment. 

Remat kf fhe moft remarkable ciFCiunflance, however, 

upon iht ^ ♦ ^ *^ ' 

anfwer. attending this paper is, that though it is dated 
the eleventh of July, and though the filvct 
box with the letters and fonnets addrcflcd by 
JMary to Bothwell, was pretended to be dMco- 
vered on the twentieth of June preceding, yet 
no mention is made of that difcorery, nor is , 
there the lead infinuation to that purpofe j 
though^ had it been reat, it muil have been of 
more fcrvice to their caufe than all their other 
allegations. During this ftate of Throgmor- 
ton's negociation, he was confidered by Mary's 
friends and the party ailembled at Hamilton, 
as being commiffioned by Elizabeth to deliver 
her. They had entered into affociations for 
her fervice. The duke of Chatleheraut's fami- 
ly, the archbifliop of St. Andrews, the earl of 
Argyle, and the lord Herries, had made feparate 
applications to Throgmorton ; but he was of 
opinion, that the Hamilton^ and Argyle de- 
fired her liberty, the one, that Ihe might be 
married to the abbot of Arbroth, who, next 
to the earl of Arran, was to be the head of 
their houfe; and Argyle, that flie might marry 
his brother. Knox and the violent party were 
all this while bufied in fummcMiing a kind of 

ana- 
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a national, aflembly, for proceeding againft a,d«s567« 
Marjr : and their violence gave Throgmorton 
reaipn to apprehend that their refolutions 
would be fatal to her perfon. Without enter- 
ing into all the particulars of his difpatches 
to Elizabeth and Cecil on this occalipn, it is 
Sufficient to fay^ that he aded with great zeal 
in Mary's fervice, and as a cafuift as well as an 
ambafladon He put the leading lords in mind^ 
that by giving way to the violent party, they 
might become matters of the government; and 
he pombated the prevailing notion, that Mary, 
or any other earthly fovereign, was fubjed to 
be called to an. account, and even put to death, 
for their proceedings. He had a powerful an* 
tagonift to encounter in theperfdn of George 
Buchanan, who is faid to have written, on this 
occaiion, his elegant Dialogue upon the Govern- 
ment of Scotland; the principles of .which are 
as indifpu table, as many of the facls that are 
brought to fupport them are doubtful. It is, 
however, one of the beft apologies. for public 
liberty that ever was penned. This publication 
foon attrafted the attention of all plrties to the 
hiftory of Scotland. That of Botce, who 

X • 'I ■ 

wrote to juftify the murder of JaniCij III. was 
well known ; and his fafts gave Mary'i enemies 
many advantages over Throgmorton. He ap- 
plied from time to time for leave of adittittance 
to Mary ; but it ftill was refufed. Tfee only 
perfon whom Ihe could truft, and who was 
, Vol. VIL L admitted 
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^i^ijSf. idmitted tti her {nrefonee, was Sir Robert Mel* 
vil ; $iBd on the fixth of Jtily he delivered ft 
ktteri^osi her to the lords, thi coiitettts of 
whieh fully inform us of her mifetable fitnai* 
fion ^hile hi prifen, sind denionftrate the fntt-* 
lity of all the party pretexts of moderatiotf 
and tendernefs for her perfon. She petitioned^ 
on account of her heakh, to be removed Irom 
the unwholdbme * pkce of her imprifenmeni 
to the caftTe of Stirling, ^here fhe might liave 
the company of her Ton ; and if that was dt- 
nied her^ th^t flie flionld have proper femste 
attendants abi6ut hei^ perfon^ her apotliecary^ 
and a modeft minifter ; that fhe iioold be in-* 
dulged with an embroiderer, and a r^t de 
ehambrci She defired that Throgmorteo 
might have aecefs to her prefeace, and con* 
fenced to the profecution^ of her huibaisd't 
murdererfir. 

n^hrogmoT- Throgmorton had now found means of cor- 

ton f corre- o 

ij^dwce refponding with Mary j bat he took upon the 
credit of htr eneniies, all that he wrote con« 
oeming h«r reludanee to .give up BothwelL 
The party iitoong the nobility who were dif- 
pofed to livoufT Mary, appeared to be ad keen 
as her moft violent enemies were, for'profecnt- 
sag Bothwell; bnt her nfiifemUe fituation had 
ntiW cimvertied to her canfe all the nobility 
who were not in the fecret of Damtey^s mur-.. 
der ; and their meetings at Hamilton and 
other places became more full and frequent 

than 
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tliw ever. Morton aod her enemies wcro^ a.d.i$6^ 
Mw drtven to provide for their own £»fety. 
They could not, without incurring the m- 
fmfcnumt not only of the Hamillons and otI\(r 
powerful jioblemen, but of Elizabeth and all 
^ qrowaed heads in Europe, bring her to a 
public tml» and punifli her capitally or per* 
fimally; and therefore it w^s propofed that 
flie fhould be prevailed on, either by force or 
fair means, to rofign her crown to her fon* 
This irefolut»on, in general, being agreed on. 
Sir Robert Mdvil was applied to, to return to 
Mary, and to perfuade b^r to the terms. At 
fifft he declined having any concern in the ma^«^ 
ter; but the ^arls of Athol and Mar, fecretary 
Maitland, and Kirkaldy, prevailed upon him 
to tarry fcom them a meflage, acquainting het 
that jQie ought to agree . tg the terms, becaufe 
the circumftances of compulfion under whssh 
(he was, would render them of no efifiS:, if 
afters fhould take a turn in her favour. 
Tbrogmbrton was of the fitme opinion, and 
fent it in writing to Sir Robert Melvil, who 
carried the paper in the fcabbard of bis fwordf 
and prefen'ted it privately to Mary. 

After Sir Robert Melvil had r^fufod to be ^iM>«tfigiit 
concerned publicly in the meafures propoied 
by the affpciavted lords, it was agreed, in a full 
meeting, that the lord Lindfay ihould be em- 
ployed to prefs her to compliance in the moft 
piffit^ jqianniMr* Ito waA attended, by Skr Ro* 

Ja 2 bcrt 
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A*D«is$7^ bcrt Melvil, who wai to ufe gentle meafures { 
and Lindfay was furnifhed with three deeds, 
which he was to prefent to Maiyj to be figned 
by her. By the firft, the carl of Murray, who 
was not yet returned to Scotland, was ap- 
pointed regent of the kingdom, during the 
prince's nonage ; and a council was nominated 
i^r tranfacling public aflfairs, till his arrival. 
By the fecond deed, Mary refigned all her au- 
thority in favour of her fon ; and by. the third, 
fhe» nominated other noblemen for the regency, 
in cafe Murray fhould decline it. Melvil was 
firft admitted to Mary, who feemed refraftory 
againft any compliance ; but underftanding that 
Lindfay was at hand to enforce it, and was be^ 

• 

having in the moft ruffian-like manner, ihe 
burft into a flood of tears, and refolved to fign 
all the three papers, without fo much as look- 
ing into their contents. In a declaration, 
IfUch was afterwards emitted by her comraif- 
iioners, they fay, that Sir Robert Melvil prcr 
fcnted her with a ring, and tokens from the 
^atl' of Athol, the baron of TuUibardine, and 
Maitland, to perfuade her to fign ; and that 
lord Lindfay threatened to make her a clofc 
ptifoner, and to proceed to ftill greater extre- 
mities, if flie did not comply ; but that flie 
3rot«fted, at the time of her figriing, that it 
ippki not be binding upon her afterwards, 
vutencc of . Lprd Lindfay loft no time in returning ta 
\SJ^ Edinbiirglj with the figned inftrum^ijts, which 

he 
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lie produced on the twenty-fifth of July to the a,ixi5«7, 
council, 'who approved of the fame, and came 
to a freih afibdation for carrying them into 
execution. The ina^vity of Mary's friends, 
and the more moderate part of the nation, 
who were in power, and in every other rcfpecl, 
fuperior to her enemies, at this time, was amaz- 
ing, and can be only accounted for, either by 
the divifions among themfelyes, or by tender- 
nefs for Mary's perfon. It is probable, both 
thofe confiderations operated. Knox. and his 
party were now exercifing more than papal 
powers, and had fummoned, by circular let^ 
ters to their kirk-aflemblies, all the fubjeds in 
« the kingdom, of rank or eminence, to fit in 
judgment upon Mary. Many excufed themr 
felves; but when the affembly met, the lay 
members bound themfelves, in a writing, to 
refume the thirds of the benefices which were 
in the queen's hands, and in the next parlia^ 
ment to concur with other meafures in favour 
of the proteftant religion, and for revenging 
0arnley's murder on all and whatever perfons 
fhall be found guilty of the fame ; ** feeing (con- 
tinue they) the plague of God fliall not depart 
from the country or town where innocent 
blood is filed, before the fame fliall be cleanfed 
by fhedding the blood of the offenders." Ac- 
cording to Throgmorton's difpatches, the fame 
members had refolved, if Mary fhould prove 
refca&ory, to have brought . her to a public ' 

trial. 



T« T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.^»»i^r* trial. Tb«fo cdniiderations of her dBSger 
might naturally havie fome inABence upon bar 
fiacnds, as -v^oH as tiieir own divifions. 

C^een Eliaatbeth, whatever her fecret intent 
laons might be, affe^ed great difpieafure at 'the 
jpro^eedrngs of the afibciated lords, and their 
nefuiing Ig admit her ^mbaffador to Mary's 
prefence. 3hc repeated her orders to Thrpg* 
^iiorton in a very menacing firain, upbraiding 
Mortgn for his ingratitude, ^nd enjoiBiag 
ThrogSQortan not to be pi^fent at the oorona^ 
ii^ of t&e prince, which was fixed to t>^ at 
Stirling on ib^ twenty-ninth of July. It wap 
thought proper to intimate tkk re(<4uftion to 
the noblemen a&mbled at Hamilton, amd Sir 
James Melvil w^s pitched upon for thait pur^ 
pofe. The chief of thofe lords confiifted of 
thq heads of the Hamilton £amily, and the 
lords Fkming and Boyd. Melvil at firft d&- 
4lmed the comm^on ; but was prevailed iipon 
to Acc^ of it by Maitland, Kirkaldy, and 
fopaepf. Mary's friends. He £aundt^e; lords 
aiTemUed &t Hamilton :; but fome of ^ the 
yi£mp^ fort made li^ df Mary's rcfiig^a- 
tiojQ, Xo wHiehi ^ thay £ud»flieha(} hecn<iom^ 
prited. The aiK:hbifliop . ©f St. lAiodretir'sr had 
U more edmprcb)en&ve virw of her fiCuati^y 
and treated Mdvirs mefiage with freat pdli^cl- 
nei$« H ^ commended the laudable iotteittlioii 
of the affodatodlp^SiiAi bringing the mwh 
4fir^« of J)awl«y l^j^icQ, hi wbiob ht iJMd, 
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hd aod his friends would have concmrrtd, had a. a ls€^ 
didjr been acquainted with tfadir fentiinentd $ 
but that keiag £0 great 1 part of- the mtion in 
affin% they were ciQed npon^ in cdmmon ppm* 
ckooQ^ to zSStmhlc kk their own defence. Mci* 
vik ietraned ti^ith this anfii^er to the afibtiated 
lor(}s at StnrliBg^ Whire be f<^und tbeih greatly 
divided* Many. of thecll thoiight that the an« 
Iwcr of the atchbtfbop otight to be deenled 
ftti|tfi£l;ory ; btit the oppofite party prevailed^ 
very {)offibly with a view of drivitig the Ha** 
miltdn (^rty into ads of vioknte^ which 
ttught forfeit their efiates. They affea:ed to 
treat Mdvil as an agent for the quedn and the 
HamiltOns^ and proceeded in their preparations 
to croWn the prince without their partici- 
jpation. . 

The queen's .friends, many of whom had Pwuih a- 
herc^tary fiirvices at the coronation, looked ft^onadoo. 
Upon this proceeding of the afibciated lords 
as a kind erf profcription. The duke of Chat- 
kheraut^ 9nd thofe who were in entail to the 
crown^ fHTOtefted formally, that the corona- 
tion flioiild be no bar to their jufi; rights ; and 
from that time the nobility was divided into 
two parties^ o»e called the qtieen's lords, the 
othor^ the king's*. Thp fbrmer retked in a body 
to Dunibarton, of which caftle the lord Fle- 
ming was governor^ and there entered iiito a 
bond, by which they promifed to ejtert tbemT 
&Ives^ to the utmofi, to obtahi hct majefty*^ 

• deli- 
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A* D. 15^67. deliverance out of her prifon ; to bring the 
murderers of Darnley to puhifliment ; and to 
cnfure the iafety of the young prince* This 
bond, or aflbciation, was figned by the arch- 
bifliop of St. Andrew's, the carls of Argyle 
and Huntley ; the lords Rofs, Fleming, Her- 
ries, aind others, both ecclefiaftics and laics, of 
great intereft and confeqiience. . 

,^.^1, J, In the mean while, the king's lords, at the 

JTsaSSt. ^^^^ ^^ which were the carls of Morton, Athol, 
Glencairn, Mar, Menteith, the lords Hume, 
Lindfay, Sanquhair, Semple, and Ochiltree, 
aiTembled at Stirling on the twenty-ninth of 
July, the day appointed for the coronation of 
the young king. They admitted the duke of 
Chatleheraut's proteft*; and the queen's refig- 
nation being produced and received, the earl of 
Morton iwore allegiance and fealty to the 
yoting prince, in which he was followed by all 
the aflembly, the bifhop of Orkney adminif- 
tering the oath. Some difpute happened about 
the ceremony of unftion, which Knox and 
his brethren oppofed, as being a Jewifh cere- 
jnony^ It was, however, performed in the 
parifh- church at Stirling, and very probably 
by the fame bifliop. In the proceffion from 
thence back to the caftle, after the ceremony 

• The writer of Melvirs Memoirs is not very confiftent in the 
account he gives of his own condu6^, at this period ; and it is 
furprizing he Ihould fay, that the queen's lords were " not per- 
mitted to come to the coronation, nor yet to take inilruments 
that they ihould not be prejudged in any fort/* 

was 
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vas qver, tjie e^l of A^hol corned the crown, A.p.js^. 
tip »carl of Morton tfee <cfj)fcer, tfce earl of 
fikwrairo jth^ fwor4 pf ftati?, wvi tbc earl of 
Mar ti^ oewly wayg^i^rgted 'ifi^g. 

Tbe right revtefcn^ ]Vfr. J5L?it]^ ba$ raifcij Mumy t^ 
fome pbjedipias ^gpinil the fpfiiKijdjty^ rather swuiSd. 
itha^ tfce y^»ii4ity^ of thji^ f:prf>g^ion ; bpt 
they v^wft in tl»P f u^5vl^m,^nt:jd c^tjf <aion of 
tbe wlK)le bdiyg fin illegal ^i^ ^s Ij^^^ary's re-^ 
figaat^a (vras^KtofrtCKl fii^Qi ^^by fqr<:e, and 
iWi.4qr the fe?r pf 4e«jti. Th? day $ft,er tilw5 
,Ci9:pniition, . tJt^e piivyr^QujtijfelliofiP^ who iwene 
to execut;<e alj a^s of goyaronaeht, tjJl the ac- 
riyal of itUc uegent jCjajrl of Mmray, depriyed 
the 'twill of Ifeintiey of his lieutenancy in the 
north. Murray hinrfelf foad narrowly efcaped 
out iof France, where. Mai y'f*. embaflador, the 
archbifhop of Glafgow, had obtained an oxr 
der fp: his -bw^ig aiir^ft.ed, and came oyer to 
England. Not^khft^nding all the zeal and 
pirofeffions of EJizabcith for Mary's detUyc^r- 
ance, it is certain, thjat her great mMifter ^Cp- 
cil^ fcept up a cprMpoftdeiice vith Murray* 
ajod fv^plied him wk^ jponey whil^J he WS^ 
in Frwioe. This has -been iwge^. as a proof of 
lEUijsabQth'g du.plicUy ; bitt I think without iw^y 
manne^rpf reafpn^ fts jftie Jhiad ^ ^gQQd ppii\ipn 
of Miir^^y, iWhp :had ajl.ways prpfeffed himfelf 
to be t^e .^nfie;^e .friend pf M^try. Upon his 
arriyal at ;i^^w, he had a^ audiencp of 
J3izabeth> i««liBf^^J^P* iqfprm^^ h^r that the 

Vol. VII. M regency 
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A. 0.1567. regency had been oflFered him, but that ht 
would make life of his credit brily to fervc 
JMary. Sir James illi^lvil, wlio ftflt cbnti- 
niied with thfe kirig*s lords, was' a^bimed by 
iMtii td meet Murray at Berwick;'/'t6 inform 
Iffift'of the true ftate bf public" atfaih"; but 
tiity diflFcred as to his inftriidSoils. ^ Jlldrton 
a)i)4 hVs fHends, whb were ref6iyed*^p'conie to 
^tremittes, ihfthi(*f ed him to ' b^Iiax^6 towards 
Mry Whh fterrihefe ind' fevi?ity;-i%fe datfd o£ 
Miar and Athol, fecrfetkry Maitlatnd, thfe' tarbh 
oF Tullibardlit<^;; and Kir^aldy,- who ^ptetfended 
tojoiYi with the affotiated Ibrds, bttiy 'to re- 
•vtlrfg^ £hc murder of Darriley, Wete 'nfore hu- 
•lilitne," and fent their o{)inibii iif favotir of 
Mary, who they faid was ho\^|indeceived in 
many refpcfts, and was reclaimaMc ' by iniid 
a^ gentle ufage. 

Mif con- When we review Murray's conduft, it niuft 

b^^lk)Wed tb be that of a complete politician. 
HefhSdlccpt'up the moft favourable appear* 
itit^ tbWards Mary; and though he had no 
rlgAt'^'Iroln" btebd or inheritance to the re^ 
g6ili:y,^^;jr^i -cVeiy thing confid^tied, he was 
ilhiJr^fetetirjr the tabft prober perfoh iii the 
l^A^tiE^^itf be >w^^ to thit high office. 

ffiSHft^r^ciiftdtia proved that the regency was 
this j^ea^ objev^ ii*^ had iA' View; arid 

fitmlTSi^ tiikfe he wis'libminated, ^lie refolved 
^ lihif '^rt'it; di'e^^^^ gra- 

tfftViy^i^StiBWeiry VlrtubuS 'c6nfi<Ic?ati^^^^ He 



did 
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did not feeat to diireliih the advice of mode- a. d, i$6r. 
ratipn towards Mary's perfon ; but hefitated to 
a9Cept iof jthe, regency. This difficulty, how- 
ever,, wa^ ,foon conquered, after he met with 
his friend^, in Sf otl^nd. Along with hiqoi cam.e^ 
ono, ligneroV «^ embafiador from the French; 
cojurt . . Thi^ n^inifter demanded . an audience^ 
in whip}) he c^ered his mailer's beft offi.cps tp. 
re-uaitp »U^he nobility ; but he was anfweredr 
with .gi)p»t indiSerence, that they wai^t^fl noi 
foreign..^t^pQiiti0n for .that; purpofe^,. Upofi 
his. requiring taiee Mary, the jceceived a flat 
denial,;, nor wQuld the reigning, powers fiiScr. 
him to, i:epjair to her lords. All he could obrr 
tain was, liberty to.iend a mefienger to them, tp^. 
invite them £0 . a conference at Edinburgh, 
where there is little room to doubt they wpyld 
have been (hut up in prifbn. 

When Murray waited upon Mary at Loch*^ 
levem.he was attended by the earls of .Athol. 
and Morton. She received him as tha only 
friend flie coiild truft. She poured forth her 
foul before him in a flood of tears, complaints, 
and lamentations. She confefled herfelf blamea- 
blein certain points of conduft; fliejuftified£bnpie» 
and others flie extenuated. .Murray's behave, 
our was barbarous beyond eippreffion. He i^oke 
to her in the (tile of a confeflbr who was pre* 
paring her for death ; and next morning all, 
ihe could obtain was, that he would endeavour 
to iave her life ; but that it was quite impro- 

M z per, 
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A.feii*7' prf^ cveA Upon her oWrt at6doiity*tcf g#ar(t"hcf 
her MhefVf. fhe tAiekedt qfteen^^^gMd ^f this 
glitnpCc 6( afitiradcl;;, tendkf^'6ml»'&d^^ hidi, 
d[tfpr*fficd him^tb fec^ Cf.^ ifc* 

ahd li^r fbny and refity^e^'tran^ija^ty jU^ iha 
prdt^ic. He fdcmai t&decliA<l /fihit-faonOtir j 
bik tipbn thef ^tteen^s repMtht^ faeis^ibltfci^' 
tittons *i& the tnoD; eambft iMrniet,^ he ikqxA- 

^^teit to sltedg^i that he faad6co8pc^iof the 
«^ncy ' at ' her d^efire. They '■ psrtedr vrith^ 
gi^ktf feeming affe^ftum, efpecidi^ ion) her- part^ 
She eritreated Uiih to take cha^rga of .heoijewM 
eU^ a^d fedmed to rejoioecbait bar life^ waik» 
iafety ; biit he told her that he cottid^^givc bee 
to fuch aflurance, becaufe it d^ended . xipoir 
the lords ; and that hdt^ beil coutie was^not to 
attempt an efdapc» '' . : j. .Mi- 

Throgtnor. ' TUrogmorton ' had bieik ianfhu&ed by -^hU 
^uaions. mt^efe^lo lafe his Utaioft endeavours thittlM 
young hin^ (hould be carried into *£n||l3od 
for hi» education. This was di&grtcable to 
the Se6fcfa nobility in^neral;^ nor could 
^Unro^ttibttoii fuccced; Maidand percmptof ily 
tbld hiftii^that the partywa^ indifferent about 
^l^liiza^beth's d^Jtermiiiation^ and vouid always 
^^fold a- 'tefdurco in the - iViandfllip. of Franoe« 
He rematised, at this fiune time» that all Eliza* 
fieth^s bohdiiiA prdcMded from felf-^intereft, 
ff yfSl the j^utea, fap-he^ your miftrefs^ arfti 
■ - two 
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two or three ihip» to attend ^othwdli ^zy % a. 0.15621, 
thdofand fqWicu^rfotz tito^ to . reduce all the 
forts . oC tfaia iang/^om to ihe king'^ o|H4i^ 
e&ce i %k^i^fi ^U f^y^ doing thid^ that h^ 
tmjffStf i&iodetb as well tbeic other matters 
fpoben -Of^j tf» t]&0 queeii^s liberty.'* Throg-^ 
ttortofi ^riexj^M applied to Murray^ who coi)r, 
firmidr ' aU r*tl»|t Maitlan^ b^ i^id. ||e ap«. 
prore/i o€ (l^/ccNi^ud of the.Joirdd who had. 
takea!affvi9 iH j^ifi^ ab&Rfif» and declared th^ 
he woiiM Qoijquit the legen/cy but with his 
Ufe. ' Hehinted^ ait' the &r]s;ee time, thatEliz^-^ 
beth wss^ mifiaken i& her policy, by intereftiQ^ 
berfelf fo much as ihe did in Mary^s favour^ 
and that the French embafiador, LigneroI» 
had confented to vifit the young king, and ac« 
knowledge him as fuch. ' 

• All thia while, Mary's confinement was ri< compidau 

' ' .of Mtr]r*f 

goroUs, and her friends complained that they ^ncadu 
hafd no opportunity of knowing her fenti-- 
ments, even with regard to her prepoflcffion 
for Bothwell, which was the great hinge of the 
charge againft her. They therefore applied t6 
Elizabeth, who ordered Throgmorton to re- ^ '\ 
prefent to the affaciatfid lords their cruel treatf* 
ment of their fovereign. *^ We cannot per-» 
ceive, faid fhe, they can anfwer the doubts 
moved by the Hamiltons, who, howfoever they 
tnafy be carried for their private refpefts, yet 
thefe things, which they move, will be al- 
lowed with ^ reafoiiaUe perfons ; for if they 
- ' may 
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A. D. 1367. may not, being! noblemen of the realm, be 
fttSered to hear the queen, thei^ fovereign, 
declare her mind, concerning^he reports which 
art* made of her fey luch as keep Key in capti- 
vity, how fliouldthey believe t^? reports, or 
obey them that do report it? And therefore, 
our metining is, you fliall let the tiaiuiltons 
plainly underftahd, that we do . w^Il allow of 
thtir lilroceediilKs, fo far fprth as the fame 
doth toncerft the queen, theiy Sovereign, for 
heri^ief; a9d in jtu^h things as fhall appear 
reafonaWc for trf '{0 do hereip, foi; the ^u^en^ 
oW^fifter, we wiH be ready ^ to perforijoi the 
iame^ And whereas it is required, that upon 
your coming thence, the lord Scroop fhould 
deal wth the lord Herries, to impart their 
minings to us, and ours to them, we ar^ ; 
pldaled therewith ; and we require you to ad"> 
vcptife the lord Scroop thereof by your let- 
ters;^and to will him to Ihew himself fay our* 
aUe to them in their actions that may appear . 
plainly to tend to the relief of the queen, and 
main^fiahce of her authority." 
!-««« ft«i| Itf - tKe oath of office, which Murray tool? 
toacoCe- wheHv^he^accffited the regency, he fwore that 
temberx. he^^KOUld-bc carcftil to root out all heretics, 
riam bioi " and' eiieimes {:o the true worfliip of God. The 
fdtbwl^ rcater from this, may judge what a hear re- 
'^^ latibn there is bet^^een the zeal of one church 
witk^that of another, though their principles 
naaybediametric&Uy bppoiite, Elizabeth difliked 
■^i':- the 
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the manner of his proceeding; and charged AiD.i56^ 
Throgmortori to obtain fati^fa^pn fvoin^hna 
upon the following points : " Tb?t hje Jtould 
have accefs tb Mai^.j that ^tulT^y fhowl^^exr.^ 
plain by what authority he had afiumed the r^v 
gency ; that Elizabeth might be made fen^hle 
Mary had given, her yotui^tary confent ^ that< , 
fome time might be pr^fiKed for her d^iver^ 
ahce; and lafily,, that fome plan ntig|^t..bqi 
drawn out concerning het eftate and cCfndjtipQiic 
after Bothwell*s apprehen^Qix ajid trial.", 'J|(Iui?fp; 
ray, ifter repeating what, TJu-Qgrnort^tp^ nh?4 
iignified to Elizabeth, iq^ his, letter ^^{A^c 
guft the twenty-fecond,. reglied to. al^ thc^^ 
demands as follows, in Thro^mprtoa'a ^^rds ^v 
"That as to the acceptation of th^., r?^^. 
gency, he laid it was now paft ; and as for i^^^ 
nominy and calumniation, he had acme o^Busf' : 
defence againft that but the. goodnefs .of QodsiV' 
his upright cpnfcience, and ,hia in^nt^ to> defers 
fincerely in his office ; and if that would .notn 
ferve, he could not t^U what to. fay f fqr npw = 
there was none other remedy,, but he .«nufe^<li^ 
through witl^lhe matter. ..As to thft <^^er^ «<?^ v, i 
majefty's fatisfaftion for the.q^a^y)^Sbffo|lrflI// t3yr.^^ 



*qii 



reign's confent, touching the gOiij[^i^et)tLCQii-6n .x .-,< re- 
ferred upon hini, he jGaid he. WQtild ^be^l^ftbh^tbnE ^^rtl^ ^-nc 5- 
allow any fuch matter, and.,erp(9$iiBblly!a7lhiiig:n ^^ ; i 
that touched himfelf, jif M . had aot^ khtd ' ' '* 
queen's confent. ther^uu^o, xoa&rpiidd hjHihifsvc- 
ow^n mouth, , As ^nto^.fQja»pvafirit?4n^ tlitateoiopiT. 

^ * the 
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A. a i^f. the qjieeb'is : ^nlaf gjftinent iCo' lie pn^srib^di 
ndocli F demaiided, ^^ laid jdiffioMs ooiuid #)C 

l&\a W^ ihr fOf twix putt; vSo^-wmit- 

KMOA k were unfiell!yirtif. J&s'- <iHtb Hti&^ 
'skKkK ^ dcmaiuksd ior the 4ii«nbi^s tOQctttkm 
'jfatf'1i!3U«e» ^ after Aotib9^n% aplxKfc'enfit^ )mii 
|difti!Vdig> Ite aiiftwoed, tbey 'dd«dd h^'^^m^^ 
x^nvadizefor the bears ^n iMfbM; tliejr.'l^ 

stebtth - • ^h i tagitKart bn tifiiy fiwr, -fitwi the firwfe ""m 
i^eiffor «^c)i Muixay bCI&ed, thkt1(Hc^ party l^dblvcfl 
Fr^^' to 'come tio cx ta cn i itieg cvfen ' !With Elcaahc^li^ 
ritfaer than fet Mary at Ubcrty. They bboutM 
tD pedbade him that her regal power was (^ en 
i«t an cod by her xefigna:tiGai9 and t^ey offish 
lam B pre&nfc of :gilt iplxte kx the name of t))l^ 
^jxmug king. Throgmorton refnfed this, xtirto 
acknowledge him in any other Capacity iha^ 
that ■ jof ^tnce of Scotland. Throgmoontoii^) 
iiegotiatiQn with the j^gcnt being tbvis ^t ah 
end^ J^zabeth iuftrud^ed Norri^, her 'emb^Sa^ 
riot at the French cottrt, »ta lay before that 
Jbiitg, the .^ueen-mother^ and even the jcaridi^ 
Aal of Lonain, Mary's danger, and ilifinal 
Iconditipn. Pafquier, a jperfon of rank; wlri 
hf thenx fent over to ^>ncert with ^Uzab^b 
$he means of her ddiv^ance. lEIizabiBjth- ln« 
formed .Paf<|tiier how unwilling ibe :was\tb 
proceed 'to violence ?for.Many '5 -delivciiance, ,h^r 
L : * ' enemies, 
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enemies, in whofe hands fhe was, appearing to ^'^- ^^* 
be fo bloody and determined» and even her 
friends, the^ , HamilCons,^ having fided with 
the regent ; forip JFllizabedbJliad^ been ini[Q][Eaed« 
£li2abeth||^^aw|ever, as^ ^ pijPQf of her iip€e- 
rity, jpiQ^d^iA^ith.JhA. French king, in.prfthi- 
bitiog tl^e /sQqfunerce of.Si:otlainiLwit;h England 
and Fsiuu;eh43 being ..the* moft ready . mean$ of 
btingjng tjl?c rtwd^ng. part of ; the natiooi to, . fe- 
vcmr^Jye; q^ejepi^ ,. .j. , . ^ . 

Murray, whom we are now to call the. ff« foc?ad^nUi 
gent^Mtas. jfcnfibk 'pf his. danger, and fought ^^^-^ 
to preyent.it by. a new affc^iation of bis party. 
He fummoned them tog.ether.Qn the fourth of 
December, not in: the form, of a parliament, 
nor of a privy-council ; for ioiany afleqibled 
who were not privy-counfellors. There, aft^ 
long debates, a declaration was agreed upon, 
••that they would publilh to all the world* tho* 
they were loth to do it, on account of the^-e- 
gard they had for the queen's own perfon, the 
reafons of their proceeding againft her, by 
their appearing in arms, taking her prifo&ier, 
and detaining her in Lochleyen ; all which was 
owing to the queen herfelf, as appears from fe- 
veral private letters written and fubfcribed with 
her own hand, and fent to the earl of Both- 
well, who was the perpetrator of king Henry's 
murder ; that thofe letters were written both 
before and after the murder ; and that by her 
ungodly proceeding in a private marriage with 
i Vol. Vn. N him 
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A^ is«7. jfjirt tii^eafter, it is moft certain that fiie wa« 
|Ji^vy, art and part, of th6 mutder of the 
Miig," ' Tfcey, at the lame time; engaged them- 
iclve^to proenre an a£): of parliaineiit for juf* 
tifjring all that had been done againft the 
qiieen, whom thfey fecihcd determined to keep 
ih perpetfnal imprifonmcnt. A copy of this 
iffaciation t^as fent by the parties to fi&cretary 
G^it^ URflider the title of an aft of the privy- 
council of Scotland, which it certainly was not^ 
b^Catife many who were privy-connfellors 
♦oC^d at the meeting. We are therefore to; 
k(dk upon it as a deed of confederacy to ob^ 
fliin an aA of parliament for their own jnfti« 
fication and indemnification ; an aft which wa^ 
t^y neceffary for all who had appeared in arms 
agaiiift Mary, even fuch of them (among whdm 
Were Maitland andKirkaldy) as were conTinccd 
Mr. Hume. q{ her ifinoccncy. Some hiftorians have taken 
it for granted, •* that certainly letters, true ofr 
falfe, were laid before the council.^* I can find 
lio authority for this in the pretended aft, 
where fuch exhibits, had they been made, 
would undoubtedly have been mentioned. 1 
am therefore of opihion, that the bulk of the 
affembly took the matter for granted, upon 
the credit of Murray and Morton ; the faft, 
however, is not very material. But to pro- 
ceed in our hiftory. 
J!^e5«af- Miarray, the day uftcr he 'was proclaimed rc- 
foItsoMhe £^^^> ordered all the public feals of the king- 
Jujigdoiii. ; . aom 
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I, wtigk cjirried the ngipae and title of -thp A^. 1^67. 
^\W^¥w tl^. b^ t>roj^. He thea entered ii^to 4 
fr^aty ,with Sir J^um^ Balfo^ for the furrender 
of. the^.cailie pf Edinburgh*. This ^entlcma^;^ 
(^ we h^v§^ already, feen) liad aded in that 
trilft.a$ (ikput^ for Bothwell^ and th^ terms h^ 
obt^ed frpQi ^hc regent were far froni h^i^g 
hf^iifjiai^t to ei4:ber of the pa^ti^. EalfcH^r'^ 
$T& iUgfUJUjtion was, that he fhpuld have a re* 
no^ifian for net and part of the king's nxorc^rj 
a. A|>Qiig prefkfoption of his g^ilt, and of M^ar^ 
ray 'a :tlii]k)emhtion ia his prete«dcd zeal for 
bringing the nrnrderer $ to Jjudi^ce. He and h\$ 
fon were to have a gift of the priory of Fitter 
\ccem, a hereditary {^aiton of vic):ual« alarg^f^ 
Aim of veady money, and the caftle was to be 
pntiiQto the hands of KirkaJdy. The regent 
Utst fijDDaaoocd the govejinor ^and officers w^ 
held, the caitic of Dunbar for Both well. N^ 
.j:Y:gard being had to this fuinmon3« noor <to -de* 
.liver up the perfon of one Wiifon, tlbe r^fsnt 
drew fome heavy artillery out iof the caftle <rf 
iidinburgh,, and beifieged it in form, T^ gfh- 
vernor, of whofe name we are Pfftcertain, a^ 
$rft declared he woidd defend tl>e caiftje <p ex- 
tremity ; but fending the regent in tiarneft,, Jbp 
flipTeodered it >on the firft of Qotober, Th^ His Jmpo- 
lead of Morton^ the lords Hume, Lindfay» {^a4 verity/ 
others^fepaxately applied for the governKfto^t of 
it; but the regent very wifely ^rd^red all jt^ 
wliUciy Slid wxA^ ftores to be c^nae4 to 

N« Edinburgh, 
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ItBA lllt^wiftf^heifort^tii^cxiffaid^fkeitk. -^i/^ ^ 
' tr^iq/ttftftandih^ithtife firtcefie^ of >itie re- 
^ftty'^^ife Was'fliH- dppredteiifiVeitifr thdiHamiK 
%i}K p&#e|^9'^s>^t;ll^^die j^Ktlenieer lytnrg^d the 
*S«ft¥aM^ f(mih^ft of s^JBdinburgh ^aad^ftim- 
^ftbbed nSatiy oiS^tjIiem' tsDi 9pq|>mr/be£(ij(^ 1^ 
4lkti'«ke Gounfel, vatxil Athens ^e Ml-ebder them- 
96Wes ]^rHbner8 in Separate forts^tOiti ifiain of 
ysbcllldnj Fiiooi otbjttpjnodaamtiitoi^rfindb aits 
^ ithe^privy-GouDdJ, it llappeaared^riflialitdi^^Hi-t 
Ifttbit^imsi of Eaft-Lothian,.aBdcotfiicrr:0O«iitie$9 
^ht^te Both well's cftates layi^wereivcry refirac- 
tio!ry fe^Murray's ^officers, and had CAten 'Opr 
j[^©fed^f6iifiie of them,4?y forccj in tite^jexacution 
6f t?heif duty. At laft, it was idUnd necefiary 
that the' regent, attended witbilre eari^af Mor- 
'ton,' dhdi th^ Icxrds Hume jaild:)ilind&y^ ihould 
ktiavds in peiribhi to the boixidiiEQ^where they 
ftirptizedvvat a £^ir» fome of Ae fchief delin-' 
' Clients,' urbo ^ s(re^ called thi&ves^ aiid . bi^ught 
<fh*Mtt$^jlifttt:e. '; ^ • • .i...:>r >\ .; .\ 

Thefe feverities and the growing power of 

'^Up, reg6rit.^evix^ed the attention and jealoufLes 

of the queen's party. Such of thefii' as had 

' jbeft opiportdnities 6f knowing Mary's mind 

jdeolared, that it was her opinion the regency 

* (if '^a iNegency Was ^rieceffstry) lawffllly; and 

fjaturally belonged to Chati5>hfraut. A neiw 

''• ' ' ineeting 
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lAcg^, lia l;HdulgDtkei(inofrH:^c$ptji(Vl^pg^nr 

to defire 8i^coh£erehQe)^tivcffcn»4[helre9Qttt JIA# 
ttfc i>^«etti'$e)IbnJai] btrtrithc^rliBttm^ilie pf ofi^it- 
<{di&Htbtt purpaofe i)eu)g^addire0ed |o ihe rfsat^ 
^l MxfxtzY maiyipliiipA hot to the regqiay^ ]^ji^ 
irca)tedediiby>th€i<fQttnt:ih This :$Hd nQt/d^f^j;^ 
Tage Argyle, who, in compaay wit|iv th$-j^9fi^ 
Boyd and the abbot of Kil\^innipg, rgpair^d 
^ /^Edinburgh ; and it>6Was agreed between 
'themiond the conjQcil;7that a parliament fiiould 
meet the fifteenth of December *. Many rcpi^fr a fiiim- 

meat. 

fentatives of burghs, who are faid to have beftft 
the^creatures^of Murray, attended at this meet- 
ing. ' Its firft bufinefs was to confirm Murray 
in the^regency^ in confequence of Mary's dif- 
miffionkandheF fon's coronation. iThe 'mem- 
bers next entered with the greateft vigcmr 
iupon ecdciiaftical affairs. The Confeffion of Lawstpwin 
vFsthh was confirmed and publiihed; confifcati- cathqiia. 
pn of' lands and goods, together with corpo- 
rral:ptiniihment,'ivere the penalties annexed to 
the firft hearing of the mafs, baniihment to 

• ' ■ ' '. t ■ 1 1" ' :• . ' 

•/ .•■•f«.> 

V* If carries the look of fomethijig worfe ,than a miftake for 
' ^uchariah to fay, that this parliament wa3 held oft the twenty- 
*'-£Mi of'Anguft/ uiilefs that date is an error of the prefs j which 
, ^$:iipt YGcy lik'eiy, as it ftands,at full length in the edition of his 
"^ Hiftory printed in his own life-time, and in all the fubfeqdent 
• 9n€%.] ^Whit *makes this?- adachroittfm the more remarkable is, 
^$hat l^e certainly wasiit that tjme^in Scotland wery bufy in the 
inanagfement ot affairs, and had iJeen modei'ator of the general 
•"jrffemWfy in }<ily precedingl - - - * ' . 

^ 1 the 



^4 THE H IIS TORT 

A. 1x1567. tj^e ffc^9^> and deatf\ jtQ the thirds AU publie 
i^ikes .wci^e to ^ Jbel4..only t]fy prpfpffors of 
ijskp ?ro)L:efl:aflit ^eligioe, h^fttabfe, ajx^Jife-rcGt 
fxffipes je,xcq?it^4* The d^gy^ eijK;o|ar,ag:^d by 
t;l^xeg!entt made a, ftrong effort for T^Q'fii^^^^i^ 
tbem^vQs . of th^ ch^l:cii'$ patrimony,} heat ia 

.Uiis (;h^y wck deceivedy ;^ the Jprds nnd^eat 
ljU3tfJhpldcr6 vi^rc^pt^refted i^ thequcfldoB* Tlie 
^w^ theitefore i)itffipic&ces oply were ena&ed to 
l)e]oBgtP tb$ d^x:gY^9kndil\ fidiools, colleges, and 
jnoiveilSties in the kiagdom were to be lefdrm* 
cd. The &vereft \%vr$ were laade againfii for*- 
Meatip9. Death was to be the ptmifbinfeiit of 
ffu:^^ And of 3Enan7ing within the d^recs of 
CQOiaunguinky forbidden in the book of Le^i* 
t^cm The fevcrity of the laft article is un* 
iloubtediy overftretcfaed; but it is levelled at 
iuchiictf the KoiTian oatholic party, who wer4ii 
ftiU y^ry numerous in Scotland, us fiiQuid pri-* 
V4l;ely ^Qcuve difpenfations from Rome. 
Fart^ttTs* ThemiAt, and the abufes eosnmitted on the 
borders, which were now ^( the moft daring 
criminal kind^ wer*e ne^t reformed ; and (which 
is pretty extraordinary)- the fi^nent practice 
of tranlporting horfes from Scotland to France 
was rendered penal. Several other internal 
regulations took place at the lame time ; but 
they wcjrc fuch as arc of no great importance 
in general hiftory. The chief bufinefs of this 
parliament next fell under deliberation. The 
queen's party temporized with the governing 

powersii 
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yaW'fff^f ^nd lord Hemes, it is {kid, publicly a»ix 15^ 
ap]yrpyed of their proceedings againft Both- 
wdi.. He exhorted the earb of Htuitley and 
Argylf^ihd other members to acknowledge the 
young king'i anthority ; and threatened, that 
if they qrefofed, they Ihonld be compelled 1>y 
the duke of Chatleheraut, (who was noi^ re« 
turned 't6 Scotland) hinifelf, and their friends^* 
Whatever may be in this bdbaviour of lord 
Herries, it 1% natural to fmppofe, that if MzTf 
had a fiiic^e friend in the parliament, he would 
have Spoken in the manner that lord Hterries i^ 
faid to have done. The moft violent part of 
the affenibly appeared to be fo well convinced 
of her guilt, that they called out for her tirial 
and eslecution according to law ; and it is well 
known, that the fame force which had been 
employed in obtaining her relignatioh, could 
have deprived her of life in the like manner ; 
and conftitutionally fpeaktng, the triminality 
of the one aft was little inferior to that of the 
other. After various debates^ an aft, in fub- 
ftance but little different from that of the 
fourth df December, already mentioned, was 
drawn up. Its contents were as follow : 

** It being propofed, whether the noblemen, a new aa 

ofptrlii- 
mentagainft 
• I have given an account of this behaviour of lord Hcrrict Mary. 
from a paper faid to be in the Paper-office, and printed in tbo 
appendix to Dr. Kobertfon's Hiilory. But the truth is, the paper 
itfelf makes a very naked appearance, with no (igA^ofuathenti- 
city, and is plainly written^ by a violent partisan of MiuTay|L 
with a view probably of influencing Elizabeth and her minifby. 

' barons. 



9^ T hi: tt I S T O R * 

A»i>.is67. Karons, &k:..wJio appeared in arms at CMthftprfi 
.. OA^ tibe r£fteenCh of July, and had impnlbfitd 
, thciqntcn^-stnd ijK^ri^ /who iiad joiftc4 .titttm 
fijKrCtr^had allied a^ .true and faithful fubjeds; 
onr^ foyer^gn lord j with the advice, of mf lord 
rcg^ntj smd the whole body of the prefent par- 
liament^ decrees, that whatever they have either 
done or ^writtep^ from the', tenth of February 
to the prefent time, was lawfully and loyally 
dbne ; they therefore acguit them of any fu- 
ture profecution on that account; for if the 
queen was confined, and her property difpqfed 
of, it was her own fault; it being demon- 
ftrable from her own letters, as well as from 
her ungodly and pretended marriage with 
Bothwell, as his fham-profecution, that fhe 
was confcious of the murder of the king her 
huiband, and that they intended to deftroy 
the prince} fo that flie not only deferved what 
was paft, but whatever fliould be done to her 
for the future : yet was not this declaration, 
which tliie members figned and fealed, to pre- 
judice the fucceflion to the crown of her lavv- 
^lt%. fulchildren, or their heirs/' 

The warmeft, and lateft defenders of Mary's 
. memory, as well as her enemies, have admitted 
that the letters, fo often mentioned, were pro- 
duced likewife before this parliament; and the 
inftruclions afterwards fent from Scotland to 
her commiffioners in England, give fome coun- 
tenance to the fact. It is, however, extremely 

obfervable. 



BF^mt^m^kf fty, fliM tKty* W'*rtf«iiwri«lf0 

rftto^\fee^drkVi! -tip, tyh>t'f*ite«aea to^bc 

itibfcHb^a witR' het halrf, the 6th<5r' httt, aftd 
tKie t>Bth wdl^e forgeries, rhc fabfidttoW ©^ 
tfie ftrlf fct might fubfcribe them wit* MitfS 
fiificf ; but whcii they came' to refleft that ihoftJ 
fetters were to be pfbdtlced in a great aflenablfj 
where almoft all the tnefnberS knew hef fubi 
fipriptibn, but few her haiid-Wfiting, thcf 
xnight think the cheat too grofs ; and there-^ 
fore they fubftrafted the circumftatiee^ of thtf 
fubfcription from the charge. It is, howcvef,* 
certain, that Mary complained that feveral peo-< 
pie in Scotland, both men add wometi,' comM' 
counterfeit her hand- writing. The* ingenioirt 
author of the Inquiry into the Evidellte igaiftft' 
Mary, has obferved, that the apology urged 
by a modern hiftorian for the authenticity of Mr. Hume. 
the letters, as if the difference abovementioned 
proceeded fronf the inaccuracy or blunder or 
the clerk, becaufe the letters were only wrote 
by her, and'the contract with ttpthwell was 
only fubfcribcd, is iftadmiffiblc on ill the rufeS 
"Vol. VI. O of 
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A. 0.15(7. of .common jfeinre and grammar. In the ad: q£ 

: privy-coilncilt no mention. is made of any. le* 

' .. cond con trad that was made with BothwelK 

3md the words '^ wri,tten and fubfcribed with her 

own hand" can be applicable to the letters only^ 

Add to this, that though the contents of the 

two ads are ajmoft the fame, the word " haliely '' 

is infcrtc4 in , the fccond, only to fupply . the 

place q{ the words " and fubfcribed." 

Four of It may be wrged, that they who could coun- 

murd!^ terfeit Mary's hand fo well, as that it could not 

tISbo« ac- be difcerned from her real writing, could couq- 

cufinj her. ^^£^j^. 1^^ fubfcription likewife. That her hand 

was counterfeited I can eaiily admit; but that the 
fabric of thofe letters could not be difcerned 
from her true writing, by thofe who were ac-. 
quainted with it, is againft the evidence of 
common fenfc. Had there been fuch a fimi- 
litude, Murray and Morton could have been 
at no lofs in producing to the affembly un- 
doubted originals of her own writing, and 
have thereby given the members evident proofs 
of their auLhenticity. This was the mpft 
natural expedient they could have fallen 
upon ; biit (though it may be premature to 
- mention" it) it is certain the pretended letters 
neVer^ were (hewn to any of Mary's real 
firiehds, or to any perfoh who could judge of 
herhand-vvritihg, excepting her profeft enemies ; 
aiid indeied the after-coridiidl of Elizabeth and 
hti mimfter, Cecil, as I fliall obferve in a pro- 

per 
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)per place, cap be only accounted for by a glai» ^p»5«7; 
ring <^ef$a: of fimilitude. This parliament be- 
ing Uififc)fved/ on the twenty-ninth of Decern- 
bcf , 't>a1glei{h, ' Powrie, Hepburn, and Hayi 
fbur accomplices in the murder of Darnlcxi 
were iexecuted on the third of January, aftei^ 156S. 
Their confeffions acquitted Mary of any know? 
ledge of the murder, as We ihall have occafi'on 
afterwards to obferve, though it is certain that 
no feyerity was wanting, during their lOng and 
unaccountable imprifonment, to induce them 
to acdufe her. The ropghnefs and fieadlnefi 
of Murray's behaviour is affigned by the wri* 
ter of MclviFs Memoirs as the reafon why fe- 
deral noblemen and great barons, who had hi- 
therto aded with him^ now left him, and de- 
clared For the queen. The abbot of Arbroath, 
who was afterwards the firft marquis of Ha- 
milton, being afraid of the regent's refent- 
ment, retired to France without his leave, 
for "w^hich a proccfs of law was ifliied out. 
againil him by the privy-council. The baron, 
of TuUibardine, one of the moft confiderable 
landholders in the kingdom, and on6 of Mary's 
moft bitter enemies, iince her hufband's death, 
had his reafbns, at this time, for defeiiting. the. 
regent likewife ; and feveral, whom he thought 
his bcft friends, began to waver in their ajtr . 
tichments. The regent fought, by the a61ir 
vity of his adminift ration, .to confirm ..his 
power,' and encreaic his popiilarity, ;andi af- 

O 2 feacd 
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SL t>. ts^. hS^eA t^ tf eikt aH ptrties with )n4iScmi<ie an4 
impartiality; but he ftiiftobk bis 7iieafuresi» 
The feverity-with M^hich h^ profotuted all 
yAib did npt implicitly ackt|o\^fdge his au*" 
thwity, ciisatod him enemied ; imd hia beoig al-» 
Wat^i atttfAded. by a body of armid men, nifed 
i«i many, very qnfavourable ideas of his defigns. 
Her6t!it- We arc 111 the dark witb regard to the pkr* 
Lochiereii. ticiilaf mannet in which Mary fpent her time 
at Ifichlevtii; but th^re is reafon to befieve 
that her confinement was not fo rigorous a9 
Ifei/ enemies intended; and that her addrefii 
a^d diifimulatioQ procured her friends. She 
eert(iinly gave a very ^vourable charafter of 
I)ouglas, the mafter of her (nrifon^-boufe ; and 
ititiiiiated to the regent hiirifelf, that flie would 
not be difpleafed If George Do^iglas, his ute- 
rine brother, and full brother to her keeper^ 
ftould make his addreffes to her for marriage. 
The regent treated this intimation with dif- 
dain, av he could be ho ftranger to its- motives ; 
.and the young gentleman, on whom Mary's; 
b6hayibur, towards him, had made an impref* 
lioviy , entered Tt'aL\o}X&y into hdr iiiterefts^ and 
was the vehicle of a cortefpoodettce betiv^cfi 
her and her frietids at Setou and HamilcoB* 
Tlie regent more than A^fpef^d this,^ and 
Oaor^e wia difcbarged from the caftle; but 
be and'twa other geutkmea» Beaton abd 
^nap^'S^KoAvefe dcybied' to Mary'y^^ftiVic^ 
waited ^p .the " i#^ttf banfe- of i^^ 
- -^ ' the 
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the Triage of Sinrofs^ They had found means a^ikiso, 
to gain pmer^Mary'^ laundrefs, wiio next time 
Ike wfiift to the cMUe dpefi the qneen iq her 
homely r doaths.aod muffler^ and Joaded her 
with' A bundle of dirty Jinen. This diiguife 
fucxeeded fo well^^ that Mary, without fuipi^^ 
ciony.wcnt into .the bpat that wai to cgrry 
back th^ laundrefs. The boatmen, by the 
whitenefs of Mary's hand^ which ihe was vin« 
cautioup enough to. cxpofe, difcavered who 
ihe was ; but ihe charged them, upon their al« 
legiancq, to proceed. This they refufed to do ; 
but with a generofity above their rank, they 
promi&d not to difcover her attempt, and 
rowed back to. the .cafUe. It is probable that- 
George had engaged feveral of the domeftics, 
and fome of Mary's keepers in her intereft. 
It is iaid that feveral of the regent's friends 
endeavqured to put him on bis guard ag^inft 
bis brother's pra£lices in Mary's fayour; but 
that he was now fo fecure that he difiregarded 
their admonitions. 

There is the ftrongeft reafon (w believing, Munray-t 
that this fecurity of the i^egent, and the difre^ refpondence 
gard he manifefted for many of the lords of ^* 
his own party, arofe in a great meafure from ' 
a^fecret correfpondence he. ft ill carried on with ' 
Cecil, and the knowledge he had of that mir ' 
nifter's influence in Elizabeth's councils. His / 
own $n^ant, Elphinfton, carried his letters to . 
Drury, ^hc governor of Berwick, who for- 

warded 
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^ R fii%, warded. tbem to . Cecil ; and in one of^em he 
df/icovers. great yneaiiAefs at .a report which 
ll»id prevailed, of his lpeing^difpkafed ^^th Ce« 
cU fqr not addre^g his letters to him. as re« 
gcmt .of Scotland. This circunxftaoce is the 
mcivc remarkably, becaufe, as wa have already 
tei^nif, he returned a letter from the gtsea^ft no- 
l^lity of ^his owa country unopeaed^-becaufe 
it^jw^S ^without th^t formality, i Mlny other 
]^ofs.ara.^pt wantistg^ that Miorrayy ^hat- 
cyer appearance , of. haughtinefs or aufterity h^ 
i^jgbthave^ towards.the Scotch nobility, court- 
ed Ce(^V, f riendihip ia the moil abjedr terms. 
'l^^^ great expence he was at in iiiaintainiBg 
a^kind of a ftandjuig. army* on pretence of 
rpftortng. the public tranquillity, about his- 
pCrfoii,^at this time drove him into fome very 
mean ^^nd ; inipolitip meafures for paying his 
{ci^mSi, .We; find an prder of the pri vy •coun- 
cil f 01^ ilfjipping the cathedrals of Aberdeen and 
Elgin, two fumppuous edifices, of the lead 
which covered them ; for the. ^formation had 
not be.?n JTo fatal in the North, as it had been- 
in r othqf ^p^rts of the kingdom, : to religious* 
tuildings. The earl'^of. Huntley,, a profeffed 
papift, and his friends, were charged wi^h tbe.i 
cx&ution of this order, which could, not but 
encreafe the regent's unpopularity in thofa parts, 

Afritdef • . In April, Beaumont, aperfon of diftinguifhcd . 

^^•"* r^pk, wag fent by fte Fxeuch king to mediate 
between Mary and the regent. He was, ^«r 

corciing 



\ 
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cocdmg to fome writers, charged by his mallei', A^D^isest 
at the fame time, to remind the. regent of his 
p^mife when he left France, that he would fet 
his fiiler at liberty.' In an audience he had ojf 
the regent^ he demanded admittance to Mary^ 
but "Wis refufed it. The regent pretended, 
that whatever prpp^iife he had made.to the king, 
or .any other perfoq in France, the fame was 
void, by the parliament of Scotland having 
put it out of his power ta perform it j and 
that he could not grant him accefs . to Mary, 
without the concurrence of the three eftates, 

whom he could not re-aflTemble in fo ihort a 

■■■-\ 

time fince their laft parting. Beaumont fhewed 
fome heat at this refufal ; nor does it appear 
that he gained admittance to Mary while ihe 
was a prifoner ^. The regent was then af 
Glafgow, holding juftice courts, and treating 
with the lord Fleming for the furrendef of 
thie caftle of Dumbarton. Fleming offered to . 
give feeurity that he fliould hold that fort 
only for the young king ; but this offer not 
being accepted of, he prepared for a vigbrouist 
defence^ and the queen's party rendezv6ufe;d 
at Dumbarton,, every day expefting her ,ef- ^ 
cape. In MelviFs Memoirs, we have the cop^ 
of un affociation they had entered into for her 
deliverance by force, if every other fxpedient^ 

• The writer of MelviPs Memoirs fays, that he ,procur^, - . 
Beaqmont a (ight of the queen while a captive.' This would 
have been the more probable if the author bad told vi. by Wha!b- - * 
meahSi a&l'by what authority « 

failed; 






A»p»is«» fkUed j .and^ 09 t|ie ftrftW *May, Mary found 
meafis to. wi^ite th'^ foHcfwing letter, the origi- 
. ikjil JcSt^^Aich 45*1^ Frenclr (and I believe has 
■'■. ifiycT ydt^afipeathid in any hlftory of Scotland) 
.' -• toEyrabcth/ . 
Jj^J'*"< V** Madatti, tiiy good fiftcr, the long duration 
£iit»betiu. v|g illy tndancholy impiifonment, and the ills 
*| hav6 recieived from thoft to whom I had 
done fo much good, are to mc not fo morti- 
fying as that I am not in a capacity to lay b^* 
fore you the true ftate of my misfortunes, and 
the injuries I have, from many hands, received. 
Therefore, ^meeting withr th6 occafion of a 
faithful ferVant in this place, to fend you this 
Kne, I have entrufted him with n\y thoughts, 
beg^g that you will believe him as myfelf. 
Tou may remember that you (have) often- 
times told me, that you meant the ring you 
lent me as a token for your affifting me in all 
my misfortunes. You know that (my) bro- 
ther Murray is in poffcflion of all I had, (and 
that they) who have any thing of mine are 
forced to deKrer mc nothing. Robert Melvil, 
at leaft, fays, ithat he dares not return me that 
ring up, though I fecretly recommended it to 
him, as being my moft precious jewel. There- 
fore I befeech you, that on reading this letter, 
you will have compaffion upon your good fifter 
and Gouiin, and believe that yOu have not, in 
any part of the world, a more tender and af- 
fedionate relation. You will pkafe^ like wife, 

'.'.'. , to 



I 
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to^coafdet the Idi^Nimiltc ^^^ImT cnimpk fet ^J^t^ 
nguufi; nc^ liith i«i9au4 n^itlbBtf to ct kkig or 

Mititaitef vraite liiat .jDo -pfi:^ Jropw wi«it I ' 
(wrke, bjDau]rfe' I fliQuld thereby be woffiwtt^* 
ltd ; aod lihr £iitto«^berelxNiA% tbi^ thepr hifi 
$]it^9gtaee Immxi^beiir^rieads' of all -ttnt ;^ti' *' 
"do dr 4iy. - Ctedikr .4iii9 p6k*ter as you vouM 
wsjfMt Gati'i'freftwe yoH from i&bfortttnet 
aiid^^ iM/^tience tiid pardon, that I may 
o&e daylaoieot ftiy misfortuBe -with you» and 
'^aiGqnaffit you wkb more thani' I dare to write, 
whidh^wai%e*ot a little to your fin-vice. From 
*cjy prifen, -this fipft day of May^ ' 

Your fticrft dMiged and affeAionate 
' - '- -Si&er aiKi good Coufin,- 

Mary-*.-*^ 

' Weleatn from this letter, that Mary, when MtryeC- 
fce wrote it, did ^not think her deliverance Was L^hjtUo. 
id near' as it provied, for flie efcapeij from her 
impiifbhment the very next day. The means 
Ibynvhich fte ^as ddlivered haVe been varioufly 
Tcprefenrtcd j but it is agreed on all hands, that 
the capital inilninrent of her efcape was young 
<Jeorge Bduglas, who is reprefentcd by our 
liiftorians ai no more than eighteen years of 

:ige. This youth had been fo af&duous in his 

' ' . • 

;y.:This letter In its French origmal, as publifliod by the 
«4i.tQr of the Cecil p^p^a* is .vecy unp^fcft,.aiid in Ibme pUces 
TcanDely intelligible. Thave done my beil; to fupply its dcficien- 
jncCin the » tmrfati on » 

■ Vol. Vn. • 9 •ttadunest 
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JL to. 1568. attachment to Mary, that he had made her 
keepers his friends. Some hiftorians, Craw- 
ford in particular, haVe faid, that he was 
prevailed upon by the large pecuniary promifes 
made him by Mary, who prefented hini with 
.the jewels and gold (he had about her, as an 
learnefi of far larger fums. The manner in 
which this efcape was conduded renders it fuf- 
picious that this report is raifed by the enemies 
of the Douglas family; but it is not at all im- 
probable that the mother of the young gentle- 
man might wink at Mary's efgape. Be that 
id^it will, we know of no difficulty ihe had 
in getting rid of her confinement The keys 
of the caftle were fecreted while the heads of 
the family were at fupper, on the fecond of 
May. Mary and one of her waiting women 
left her prifon, and reached a boat prepared for 
them by young George, who threw the keys 
of the caftle into, the riven Every meafure 
for her fafety had been concerted with the ut* 
mod precifion, and uncommon prudence. The 
lord Seton, Beaton, and one of the Hanliltohs, 

with their attendants, who, though few, were 

. . . • < • 

fcfolute, and completely armed on horfeback, 
Were hovering on the oppofite bank of the 
ladce; and upon Douglas giving the fignal of 
fuccefs, which had been previoufly agreed 
upon, they received Mary from the boat, and 
mounting her upon a fpare horfe, they galloped 
to Niddrie, one of lord Seton^s lioufes, and 
from thence to Hamilton. 
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Mary^ having thus regained her liberty, was a.d.is6S, 



at Hamilton, which is no more than Arrives «t 
eight miles diftant from Glafgow, where the ^^^^^ 
regent ftill continued, by the earls of Argyle, 
Caffils, Rothes, and Eglinton, the lords So- 
mervil, Yefter, Levingfton, Borthwick, Her- • 
ries. Maxwell, Sanquhair, Rofs, and Fleming, 
and many othej; barons and freeholders, who^ 
with their attendants, quickly formed an army 
of fix- thoufand men. The regent was not 
daunted at this event, but behaved as a man of 
courage and fpirit would do on fuch an occa- 
fion* The firft confternation of his party being 
over, he fummoned a meeting of his friends^ 
in which it was debated, whether he ihould 
remain where he was, or retire to the town of 
Stirling. The regent- gallantly and wifely re* 
jected all appearance of a flight by his retiring to 
Stirling ; and immediately ifTued proclamations 
for afiembling an army at Glafgow, which was 
an' open town. It is amazing, that during the 
great confternation his party was under^^ the 
queen's' friends did not immediately avail them- 
felyes of their fuperiority, by. attacking him 
in Glafgow j but many confiderations, to which 
the regent could be no ftranger, prevented 
thiS| They were far from being united among 
thcmffclves, and all of them agreed, if poffible, 
to come to an accommodation, in which they 
were flattered by the French embafl&dor, who 
attended Mary at Hamilton, and undertook 

V z the. 



tot .T,H E .HIS TO RT 

sui^ H^9, the negodkitioii^ whidi iftenorsnd^ proved in-^ 
fffedugly and^: ia th^ taean wbiie^ v^ fxtxl-fbr 
Mary, becaufc iC gave a^ tei^e tolsdr capital 
enemy. 



>' • ^ 



vrhereflie . Her ftiends, notwHhftimting ifae preffiiig 
\i9f friends, efoef gcAcy, tfaotight it prope^ that Jhe ihociht 



publicly^ and in the moft fble^ marnxdr, de» ^ 
clarcy that the reiignation^ o£ hei* crown^ ind , 
the other acis of felf-depriyation which ibe had 
figaed^ were extorted from her by force.: Ro-t 
bert Melvil, and feme others who hid been 
prefent at her pafling thofe deed&» confirmed the 
queen's declaration; iind the afleftibly una&i^ * 
poroufly pronounced them to be in themfidivefi 
void, and of no efibft. A meflage was fent^ 
f^t the fame time, in Mary's nftme^ requiring 
Murray to defift from the exercife of ib*. re- 
gency, which he flatly refufed to do. Sonui 
time was likewife Ipent by Maty in dratirtng 
inftruclions for Beaton, whom flie fent to 
the courts of England and France to notify 
Jher efcape, an4 foUicit faccouts. A^\ thofe de* 
jays, which were encourageid by the regent's 
pretending to give an ear to the French embafr 
iador, proved pernicious to Maa-y ; for the re^ 
'gent made ufe of them to bring artillery ir^Mtti 
Stirling to Glafgow, and to aflfemblc a body of 
four hundred difciplined refolute men, while 
thofe under the queen were weakened even by 
their own numbers, being without arms, or-^ 
dcri or experience, Mpiat five hundred more 

troops 
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: tstio|>9;^otiicd tfae Kgoit from Edinburgh; tnd ^'^^'S^- 

there was fome talk of the carl of Marr briogf 
;^- ifl^ .«h6 youngs priace» in perfon, to the field 
' againft hk mothcc 

^ Wliik> both: parties rvere thuv preparing for 
' m»$ a ttew boni|^ of alTociation, in the queen's 
, *£ivoury was f nterod into by nine earlis, nine 
* . hiikopS) tighteek lords, znd a vt& nnmber of 
gnAt' baroa&> and landholders. This bond, Keith, p. 
^hich was dated at Hamilton the eighth of ^^^* 
May, is 'fotemn and loyal ; but- contains nor- 
thing in k very interefiing to a reader. After 
'various confuitations, it was agreed, by her 
IriendS) that flie Ihonki be conrey ed to th* 
ftrOBg caftie of Dumbarton, where fhc was to 
remain i the only meafure which was now 
wanting to complete her Vuin. Some of the 
Ittoft confiderate of Mary's friends oppofed 
this fefolution, becaufe they forefaw, as after- 
Wards happened, that flie could not reach that 
fort without a battle. The writer of MelviPs ^^^^. 
Memeirs fays, that Mary, difliking to be en* "*"'' 
tbely under the power of the Hamiltons, cm- 
ploy<gd the Flinch embaffador, and Mdvil him^ 
felf, 00 fet-onfoot a new negotiation, by meani 
of fecretary Mainland and Kirka!dy, who were 
in the regent's army: There is fame reafoo 
for doubting this fa^ and fome others ad^ 
Tanced by the fame author on tbis^ occafion. 
The qfueen's hopes of fuccefs were too fan- 
guiae ; 2aid perhaps they were encouraged by 
• ' Beaumont, 
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A.ai56«. Beaumont, who was piqued at having bccit 

duped by Murray. 
She If en- Upou the whole, the advice of Mary ?8 wifeft 
f^itdit friends, which was, that ihe flioutd march 
If uSde. northwards, where Are was fure of being 
joined by the earl of Huntley, and the clans^ 
was rejeded. This is faid to have been owing 
to the zeal of. the archbiihop of St. Andrew's^ 
who zAed as general for Mary, and his diftin- 
guiihed partiality for the Hamilton familyi 
He flattered himfelf with the hopes of bring- 
ing about a match between one of the fons of 
that houfe, and Mary, and of himfelf gaining 
greater importance than ever in the kingdom. 
As to Mary feeking to renew the negociation, 
if flie did it, it was only with a view of amu* 
ling the regent till ihe could reach Dumbqir* 
ton ; but it was foon out of her power to hav« 
any choice. The regent being now between 
four and five thoufand ftrong had refolyed to 
attack the queen's army at Hamilton, when he 
heard that it was in motion. Kirkaldy^ who 
was one of the beft officers under him, imme- 
diately ordered a foot-foldier to be mounted 
behind every horfeman in the army, that they 
might take pofieffion of a rifing groubd near a 
place called Langfide, which he had recon* 
noitred, and which he forefaw muft be the 
place of adion, and to take pofieffion of other 
advantageous pafies. This was the more eafily 
effeded, as the queen's army was retarded by 
M . • -• ^■'' ■ the 
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the eiil of Argyle^ her lieutenant-gencralt A^UtsO. 
drapini^ finom his horie in aa apoplectic fit. 
The beft aoconnt of the leaders of boih par* 
ties is to be found in Calderwood. ^ There 
were (iays he) in the battle iK^ith the earl of 
Argyk, lieutenant, the eails of Caflils, ^« 
linton, and Rothes ; lords Seton, Somervel, 
Yefter, Borthwick, Livingfton, Sanquhar, Boyd ; 
the iheriff of Air, the lairds of Bafs, Waugh* 
ton, Dalhoufic, Lochinvar, Rodin ; the a\^ant* 
guard was led by Claud Hamilton of PaiJQey, 
fecond fon to the duke of Chatleheraut, and 
Sir James Hamilton of WindailL With them 
the Hamiltons, their friends and followers, to 
the number of two thoufand men; they 
bragged that they would by themfelves defeat 
their adverfe party. The lord Henries had the 
conduA of the horfemen, almoft all borderers, 
dependents, and tenants of lord Maxwell^ 
his brother. James Stewart of CafUeton, and 
Arthur Hamilton of Mirriton, had the conduct 
of the fhot, to the number of three hundred. 
The regent's avant-guard was conduced by 
the lord of Morton, Alexander lord Hume, 
Patrick lord Lindfay, Robert lord Sempil. In 
the resu* -guard with the regent were, John earl 
of Marr, Alexander earl of Glcncairn, William 
Grah^ime earl of Monteith, the mafter of Gpa« 
hame, : lords Ruthven, Ochiltree, Stewart, 
Cathcart; lairds Barganie, Balquhan, Cefsfurd, 
hu&f Buchanan, Fitcur, Lochlevin, Lething* 

ton, 
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A. D« 1566. tbn, Sir James Balfouf ; the barons and gentlt«> 
men of Leno%» and the ctitasfens of Glafgow^ 
The fliot was placed in the yards of langfide. 
The horfen^n, abolut two humlfed^ were con* 
duded by William Douglas of Druihlamig, 
Alexander Hame of Manderfion, and Jofaii 
Carmichael of thJit ilk.'* 

The rc;^ent, by getting poflfeffion of the fiill, 
gained the battle, which beg Jn with a'xrah* 
aonade from fix pieces of artillery iarcmg^t by 
him, and fcven by the ^ileen/ Her troops, 
in marching through a ixarrow lane to ^attadc 
thofe of the regent pofted on the Hill, infibred 
confiderably. I do not fiskd that cither 'fide 
was fiimiflied with fite-arm^ except tbe Jntrque* 
buziers, idio did not eKceed the number nf 
t^o hundred in ieach army ; ib that thb :batde 
pontinued for about half an hour withiasit li* 
moft any lotfs oh either fide, though the queen's 
tavalry at firft drove back that of the rqgent, 
who remained at the head of a firm %aitdion« 
armed witli long fpears. TJmc vakmi: of thfc 
lords HuDEoe and Lindfity^ ICirkaldy^ «nd the 
Highlanders under Micfarlazne, harvdng :a8: bfi 
fiaggered &e <^eea^ forces, the icgebt at- 
tacked the latter & bnikly, .that they wcse 
driven from the fiield, with the icxfs, according 
to Cahlerwoaod, of thnae imndcred msn^ 'who 
were Idlled in :mavdhiug through the nitrrow 
Itine, which Graofge had lined with haxt^e^ 
buziers 4 but tlveipsgeittioft nwDiarareiikaa one 

man. 
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man, who wk% a tesatM: of lord Morton. The ^'^' 's^ 
regent aad Grange, who was the chief infiru- 
meat of gaigmg the vi<Elory, ^ fooB as the 
raut of die i|uee0''s troops bega^n, exerted them^* 
ieives in puttimg. a ftap to th« pairfuk, and 
preventing farther bloodihe<} ; a remarkable 
infiance of huipanity and ^moderation in a ci- 
vil war. The number of prifoners on the 
queen's fide exceeded that of the flain. The ^ 
chief w^e the lords Setoa and Kofs, the mafier 
of Gaffiis^ Sir fames Hamilton, the fiierifFs of 
Air and Linlithgow, and Hamilton of Both* 

weUhaugh *. 

Mary, who bad been but too conCdent of «»<) fl<?t 
vidory, behcM the batitle from an adjacent way« 
eminence ; but jio fooner did (he fee her forces 
routed, than flie loft all fpirit, and galloped 
off the field with a few attendants, among 
whom >yas the lord Herries, the ^nly nobte^ 
man on h^r fide who had diftinguifiied himli^ 
in the battle. At firft ihe thought of ihuttillg 
herfelf up in Dumbarton-caftle ; but refledling 
that all the pa^ to it were in the hands of 
her enemies, flie took the advice of lord H-er- 
ries, and direded her Sight towards Galloway, 
where fee could have an eafy communication 
with England. The remembrance of her late 

P Tfac author ©f MelvU's Memgdre fays, that part of tjie 
queen's army wa^ con\njanded by the lord (meaning the com- 
mendator) Arbroath, who undoubtedly was in Frahce at this 
nine, though his younger br(]^,Qr^ lon^i Claud, wfi^ -one4>f ber 
oflkers. 

Vol. VII. (^ cap- 
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A. D. 1568. captivity doubled her fpeed; fo that Ihe rode 
fixty miles from the field of battle before Ihe 
flcpt. Having refrelhed herfelf, after fo fa- 
tiguing a journey, at the abbey of Dundrannan 
in Galloway, Ihe held a conAiltation with her 
friends how to proceed* Some (if not all of 
them) were fo. invincibly prepoffefled againfi: 
Elizabeth, that they obtefted Mary to follow 
any courfe rather than truft her perfon in the 
hands of the EngUfii; and told her, that ihe 
might very poffibly find means to pafs over to 
France. She would have followed this advice, 
but was diverted from it by refle^ng, that fli€ 
muft appear as an exile and a vagabond in a 
cpuntry where flic had lately reigped in all the 
pomp of majefty. I am of opinion with an 
♦The author jngenious writer, that Mary was credulous 
quiry. ' €ven to weaknefs ; and this credulity feems to 
have been the fruitful fource of all her misfor- 
tunes. Her credulity on this o^cafion termi- 
nated in obftinacy ; for £he firn^ly believed 
tiiat all Elizabeth's profeffions were fincere, 
and her aflFcclion fo unalterable, that ihe fhould 
find in h^r a friend, a filler, and a protector* 
She therefore perfifted in the defign fhe had 
formed of throwing hcrfelf into Elizabeth's 
arms, and ordered the lord Herries to acquaint 
the deputy-governor of Carlifle-caftle with her 
refolution, which he did on the fifteenth of 
May ; fo that fhe may be faid to have lived at 
liberty only thirteen days, from the . tin^e flie 

was 
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was imprironed in Lochleven-caftle, to the end a. 0.1561. 
of her life. 

Lord Henries, in his letter, demanded of the «nd from 
deputy-governor, whether his miflrefs, now ErigUnd, 
that her affairs had taken fo fatal a turn, by 
her late defeat at Langfide, could fafely truft 
herfelf in Carlifle. ^The deputy-governor's an- 
fwcr was, that his fuperior officer, the lord 
Scroop, was at London, and that he would 
fend an exprefs to receive Elizabeth's orders ;' 
but that, in the mean time,. if Mary fhould 
be conftrained to come to Carlifle, he would 
give her Ihelter and proteftion from her ene- 
mies till the queen of England's pleafure fliould 
be known. Before this anfwer reached Dun- 
drannan, Mary's fears were fo precipitate, that 
fhc had thrown herfelf into a fifliing-fmack, 
attended by the lord Herries, the French em- 
bai&dor, and about fourteen other perfons, 
and landed that night at Wirkington, on the 
fouth fide of the river Derwcnt in Cumberland, 
and fixteen miles from the mouth of the river 
Dee and Nith in Scotland (from one of which 
ihe muft have taken her paffage) and about 
thirty Engliih miles difiant from Carlifle. At 
firft (be endeavoured to conceal her quality, 
but (be was quickly fufpedred by the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen to be no ordinary per- 
fbnage ; and when they knew her to be the 
queen of Scotland, they conducted her, with 
^e greateft marks of refped, to Cockermouth, 

0^2 a town 
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A0;r^. 4 t€Wri beloDgJftg lo tlfef cafl Of Ndrtbumbep* 
land, who firft gave Elizabeth intelUgen€^ oif 
kifr aiTfvaA ih Eifglaad. * ; 
Bcfi.^wow If thstt primiefs warS ever fineeipe m her pro- 
betb, feffip»& of ffietfd&ip toward* Maryj her fenti- 
^e&t^ wefe fiow altered. Beaton bad foupd 
read/ ada^ttance to bef prefiEmce, when he; 
di£sharged his? 60fiHl>>ffioii ; Imi be was fa ifi-» 
carotious aes pmvkmfly to iaforav GeGii that he 
was oFdered by his miilre& to proceed to 
fbe court of France, and to make t&e fame re'» 
4neft to that king as he was to make to Eliza- 
beth, a fupply of men and money* Cecil did 
%!b\, fail to' acquit Elizabeth with this part^« 
ciilar ; and tlvough (he gave Beaton all poffible 
eHCeuF^ementy fbe told him, with an air of 
franknefs, that Mary could receive no affiftance 
from her, if Ibe applied for any froni France ; 
upon whichj Beaton promifed to (Jo nothing 
j^t th^t court, but to notify: his queen's pfcape 
ffom prifon. In the mean while, Cecil in-, 
formed Norrisj the Englilh refident a;t Paris^ 
of what had happened, and inilTUc):ed him tQ 
acquaint the French king, tba^ \i any affifiance 
wj^s fent to Mary from France, (he was to ex- 
pect nmie fifoiin Kngland.^ Eli^^beth next pr- 
dered Leigbtdn, $ gentleman of her court^ 
to repair^ but with no higher character than 
Ifehat of an agent> to Scotlai>d[ (Mary's arrival 
ki England not being yet kftovv'n) with a fet 
p| |2iftrii6[io&i^ which are fiill eHts^t, in Ce- 
cil's 
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dl'» awD hand. Tbey^ coatain in fubfiancai a. a i|6S^ 
that Letgbton ikould make an offer of Eiiaa*^ 
beth's mediation between Mary aiki her fub<> 
je£bi ; aftd if the fame fhould be rejed:ed by 
tbem, that £Hzabe|li would fend an army to 
reduce them to their duty» provided that no 
forces arrived frOm YxMcq. She i^genuonfly 
gives her reafons for this caution, which ar^ 
thi^t if any foch troiip^ (hould arrive in Scot- 
Und| th^y. would fooli revive the former broils 
and unimofities among the three kingdoms^ 
EU^abith prQmifed likewife, that if both pat^ 
ties \tould accept of her mediation, and lelVd 
the fettlqment of their^ affairs to her, (he w^ould 
fend fo refpe^able an embaffy to Scotland^ ajl 
ihould replace Mary in all her power, and 
ipaintain them in all their privileges. 
, Though Leighton had no opportunity to ex« who bq* 
ecute this commiffion, yet, from its contents^ m^^^ 
we have no reaibn to doubt the fincerity of •'^^^^ 
Elizabeth's profeilions in Mary's favour; and 
when Beaton took his leave, Elizabeth charged 
him ,^ith another ring to be prefented Ui 
Mary *. A few hours foofl gave her other 

f I have already .mentioned a ring which Mary received from 
Elizabeth, and which Camden and other authors fay, Beaton 
preiinited to Elizs^eth at his audience j but that circumilance 
cai\not be true, as it appears by Mary's letter ftie had not that 
ring in her poflelfion when (he efcaped from Lochleven. Mr, 
Keith is inclined to believe, that no ring was; fent from either 
qjieen on this occafion } but it is certain, from the conference^ 
that happened afterwards at Hamptoit-oOurt^ that Elizabeth 
gave one to Beaton. 

ideas^ 
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A.D.156S. ideas. She no fooner received the account of 
Mary's arrival in England, and a letter from 
herfelf to the fame purpofe, Which has been 
printed by Camden, than flie affembled her 
privy-council to deliberate how (he was to pro- 
ceed. Leicefter, who had before always ap- 
peared to have been Mary's friend, now, for 
the firft time, took part with Cecil, by de- 
claring himfelf her violent enemy. They 
urged, that as Mary had arrived in England 
without any fafe-condud, or affurance from 
Elizabeth, fhe thereby became her prifoner. 
This was the fenfe of the majority ; and from 
Elizabeth's after proceeding, there is no rbom to 
doubt, that flie, from that moment, (what*- 
ever her outward profeffions might be) fe- 
crctly determined to make Mary her pirifoner, • 
and to treat her as fuch, without any regard to 
Mary's calamitous circumftances, or her own 
former proteftations ^. She now entered upon 
a moft amazing fcene of diffimulation, in which 
Ihe was affifted by her minifters, and even by 
Throgmorton, who durft not oppofe Leicefter. 
She ordered one Midjdlemorc to repair to Scot-. 

* Mr. Camden, who wrote Elizabeth-s life at the requeft of 
the Cecil family, chiefly to clear lord Burleigh from the concern 
he had in Mary's perfecutions and death, is, in this part of his 
hiftory, very inaccurate. It appears very plainly from the late 
publication of the Cecil papers, that the moft important of them, ■ 
relating to that unfortunate lady, were concealed from his 
Jcnpwledge. The reverend Mi*. JfCeith's hiftory, from which 
I have reaped fo much benefit, ends at Mary's fiight into Eng- 
land. 

« * - • 

land. 
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land, and to talk roundly to Murray concern* ^' ^- '5^7* 
ing his conduft and rebellion againft Mary, 
and even charged him with a letter, command- 
ing him to clear up his conduct by a writing 
under his own hand ^. There is, however, 

• Mary's firft letter to Elizabeth gives us a ftrongcr pifture of 
Jier (ituation and fufFerings than is to be met with elfcwherc. 
The tranflation from the French is as follows : 

'* Although my dear fifter is not unapprifed of the condu^ of. 
fome of my fubjefls, whom, from nothing, I raifed to the firft 
dignities hi my realm, yet that their ingratitude and rebellion 
may appear the more confpiciious, your majefty will pleafe to 
recolleft how firft they attempted to feize me, and the king my 
late hufbancl j but it pleafed God not only to defeat their enter- 
prize, but ro permit us to drive them from our kingdom, into 
which, however, they were again received, at your requeft. But 
no (boner were they returned, than they committed a njore enor- 
mous crime than the former, by killing one of my Servants in 
my prefenpe, when big with child, and by holding me captive. 
And though Providence was again propitious in delivering me 
out of their power, and I not only forgave, but received them 
into as great confidence as ever; yet they, forgetting my fa*- 
▼our, and difregarding their promife, devifed, favoured, %ned, 
and aflifted in a crime which they falfely impute to me, as I hope 
plainly to prove to you. Under this pretext they came againft 
me in battle-array, accufing me of being badly counfcUed and 
of keeping bad company, from which they wanted to deliver 
me, that they might freely (hew me what things required refor- 
mation. Being confcious of my own innocence, and willing to 
prevent bloodfhed, I furrendered myfelf. But reformation (of 
which I was defirous) V/as not their purpcfe. They feized and 
fent me to prifon. When I accufed them of breach of promife, 
and requefted to know the reafbn of this difloyal ufage, they 
anfwered me not. I afked to be heard in council : it was re- 
fufed me. In (hort, they con(ined me without the neceflfary at- ^ 
tendants ; two women, a C9ok, and a furgeon, being all my 
houfhold. They threatened to kill me, if I did not fign a re- 
nunciation of my crown, which the fear of death only made me 
to do, as I have fince evidenced before all my nobility, and as I 
hope to give you authentick proofs of. After that, they re- 
ibized^ (lis me refaifuent) accu(ed^ and proceeded againft me in 

parliament. 
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A. B. 1568. too good reafon to believe, that Middlemore 
was charged with private inftruftions, very 

p9X^^xn£^t, without ajc<|(uuiting]4e withtjii^h- reafons, vitbout 
hearing me, forbidding any lawyer to defend my caufe. They 
Bk«wkeoWfgGd others to accede to tiieir ufwrpation of my dig- 
nity 5 and robbing me of every thing I had in the world, they 
«vo]^4 ipy^tr permit m«9 eithejc by ^or^s or wntiag, t^ pr^ve 
. t^ &lixty of t)^r uivepti^afi. At laft it pieced -Go4 to deliver 
me, when they we^c 4^1 t^e ver^ of m^d^in^ mc, thH they 
W^t «?njoy wiyfete yvixk wiorc fewrity, although I offored 
to anfwer their accufationa, and to cojRcur wkh ihepi in pix-> 
nUbm^ the ^i^ty. I fay it plea^d God to dejiiver ];ne, to the 
great epnteatnaejt^t of all my Aibje.fts, Murray, Morton, 
Hurne^ •GJoQcairjd, .$iempi1» 9«d Marr, oniy excepted $ and 
y^t, after the whole of the nobiiity h^ reforted to me, f 
ft»^, ija ^ite of tjiieir ingratitude jjind l|nj^ c;-uelty, to of* 
fcr them fhrety fqr their lives an4 eft;3it,e5, and fo call a par- 
Ufmetnt f^r the reformation of the ftate. Twice did I make this 
avcitvire, \nd twice did they imprifon my noeffengers, ai^d, by 
pr^dajnation, 4eQlare4 aU who Ihould affift nnie traitors. I in- 
fiwned them, that if they would jnatne ^y one of my party to 
me^tc i^ peace, he ihould be fent $ provided they would alfo 
cwpnaiffigj* thofe of their faction I (hould pitch upon, for that 
piirpofe. Th^ took my officer, and my proclamations ; aad 
yihfin I <jien;i9nded a fafe-CQQdu6l for my lord 6o^4» they an-. 
liiFer^, if a^y had failed in duty to the regent and my fon, 
wipna t;hey ilile king, they had nothing for it, but to defert me, 
and fubwt. . This greatly incenfed all the nobility. Notwkh-. 
ifcaikiing, when J coniidered that they were only private men^. 
(pajrticuliers) and' that all my nobles were more than ever de- 
Voted to my fervice, I would not proceed to thaftife them, 
imping that tiipie, and your fjivovr, would by degrees reduce 
them to their duty. Jut bjeing informed that they were re- 
iplvcd either to retake me, or all die in the attempt, I begai\; 
to march towards Pumbarton, my nobility keeping between 
ine and the enemy. This when they iaw, they polled them- 
l^^es in the way of my forces, in order to catch me. My 
trpops, being irritated to be thu;s interrupted on their jnarch, ^. 
attacked them, hut without ordei*. Thus, though I had twice 
ijheir number, God permitted me to be difcomfited. Mimy 
\Kere killed in the field, many crueUy in the retreat, and many 
i|rere made prifpners* But breaking off the piu'fuit, in order to 
jh^e mc. ^ther ilead or alive, 1 hailed firfl to Dumbaiton ; but 
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locdfttibte wkli Jbii DfienfiUe oi?dei^« The ^i>« >s<i. 
lord Scroop wt% otdkvtd to co^ikperale vntJk 
Middlemore ; but the reader, in the notes^ 
wffl perceivt huw they cxecntcd their tx)mmif-' 
fioB» ia a lettor writteo by Mary to £Uzabeth 
in Frendiy ttrhtch lhtT6 tratiflated, and efteem 
to be oa€ of the mc^ perfeA models of epif- 
tolary writing, though I 4o not reooHeft to 

have ever feen it ia any Scotch hillorian *. 

• 

Ibon ^h^n^g my coiftib, God, of bis tnftirite goodm^, pre* 
fared me^ to fly into yotnr country, behig wcH aflared Aat I, 
toy lord Herries, and t!w other nobks \^o attend me, wtH not 
«dy And a Me protefl^on from their cmelty rA yxmt nsfttaid 
goodnefs, bat dfiftance to reco^r my kingdom, and recom* 
mendation to ofher fovereigns. 1 1?eg yon vnSi fend immedi- 
ately for me, a» i am in n condemn not e^n ftnting a ^gle 
gentlewoman, having^ved nothing from the enemy j to efcaprf 
whom, 1 wis obliged to ride fixty miles the lirR day acrofs the 
ttmritty,' never h^v^lng. dared fince tlben to travrf biit by Aigtft. 
But as I hope (boh to narrate to yon. If yon eorapaffionate my 
mfefottnnes, the whole oif their proceedings, I will not «t pre^ 
fcnt impoitnne yon wil!h a longer narrative $ but end wWi titf 
prayers tatjod ibr good health and long life to yon, and to me 
patleflcB find confolition, whithi expeft from yon, to whom I 
BnnfcWy recommend my felf. AViAingttjn, May 17, 151^, 

• «« Madam, my good Mer, the gentfemttn wfe« #8^er» 5«Wf 
lSd», tfektg come w^h ktototh^wt fuMkiRy pHfd Wother the 
Idttg^of Fimce, thai he May tmdeHflttid lllie ^uflb of my iHMtf 
atd ty tw Oh e ti tHtyottf kingdom, I arm ibrry thA I h^6 h htiU 
T9uha no fmiib the l^eheviour df your nvkiiltei^. Ai fot ycm* 
ftif, I weitbercMi, Aer wffi oomplaih df yoa) and ttie r«thvr^ 
beeMib I nndiffteiid by my lord n^rines, «s well m ^y the co^pf 
of a letter yon vv9o¥t «o n^ balU(i^4]^ofil^«r, tlnvtyiAi faavte or>' 
deped tkak wicked fubj«^ to render yoia nn acciMBSt of has unjoil' 
tifiible prooeedinigft. But x«Mt has ft>Uowed ? Middlemore iimr 
to proteft my fnbjofts, has i^et^ kide«d) met with a refcifal o# 
ywt requeft, ibr that yMi iifight ^mrnmM^ ioutt before hi^ eyes» 
uftMy iiMie dcmcdilkei tl}d Koufe «f a priftdpad bai^n, and Wid>» 
outiaetinig to «^e ofienoe ^ aii oazragps ia'ds%nreefui aad dtfa 
Imgifcrtiriff fto ytVBt M^ndHiip, in wlii<]ii I nfkl my £nendi re* 

VOi. Vn. R pofe 
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A. 0.1568. Mary was condufted from Cockermouth td 
hJSif^a^' Carlifle, and waited upon by the lord Scroop, 



prifoner* 



pq(c our all, he has remained for eight days yrith them in their 
company. What kind of offices he ufes, t cannot lay 5 but afl 
my fubfefts affirm, that they are worfe treated fince his arrivaK 
My enemies go farther ;. they boaft of having an additional au- 
thority by him $ and while they are purfiiing their plan of con- 
quering lAy kingdom, they are abuiing you with promifes, that 
they will lay before you the proofs of their wicked calumnies* 
What terrors would not this unequal treatment, which we re- 
ceive; ftrike into me, were I not emboldened by my innocence^ 
and my truft in that God who has hitherto preferved me ! Con- 
fider, madam, they poflefs my authority, they ufurp my power, 
they have my eftate as the means of corruption j the revenues of 
the kingdom are at their command ; and your minifters, fome of 
them at leaft, daily fend them advices and counfels how to be- 
fcave fo as to win you over. I wi£h to God you knew what X 
know^ As to me I am here, kept as a prifoner, and diicounte- 
nanced by the refufal of your prefence ; while my enemies, with 
fwQrds in their hands, have feized my all, under falfc invento- 
I'les, the n^ethods which they have ufed to detain them, while 
they profecute their malicious (landers againfl me, who am de* 
iiitute of counfel, and the means of making the proper prepa- 
rations, under fuch circumftances, for vindicating my honour* 
All I can fay is, may God judge between them and me ! 
. V My enemies have feen their caufe countenanced by the only 
jower from whom I expe6led relief; nay, my lord Scroop wa$ 
commifTioned to treat with them, which was the fame thing as 
owning them to be the fountain of juftice. 

" I cannot help pouring forth my complaints to you, to beg- 
that you would fend for me, that you may hear my forrows, 
and give me quick relief, according to my neceflities 5 orel(e that 
you would permit me to retire to France,. or to any other coun- 
try, where, as I wrote in my laft letters, I (hould .find more fuit- 
able entertainment. I again implore you, as you fee what ef- 
fefts have followed, not to award fo unequal a combat betwixt 
them armed, and me defencelefs. Impart, to this gentleman 
your refolution, whether, in refentment of the diihonour they 
have done you, you intend to affift me, or to fufFer me to go. For 
without waiting for a third attack, I fliall be forced to have re- 
coui-fe to the kings of France and Spain, if you will take no 
concern in, nor have any regard for, my jtjft complaints j and 
when I am reftored to my dignit)r, I ihall then be in a condition 

• . to 
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and Sir Francis KnoUes, Elizabeth's vice-cham- a.d.is6S. 
berlain, with letters from that princefs, filled 
with profeflions of friendfhip^andpromifes of re* 

to convince yoxi of their malice, and my innocence. To fufFcr 
tfaem to conquer my kingdom, arid then come aiid accu(e mc, 
what have 1 gained by putting myfelf under your protedkion ? Is 
it a proof of their righteoufnefs that they proceed without an- 
fwering for what, is laid to their charge ? Judge, madam, ac- 
cording to that ^perior underftMiding with which God has bleft 
you,^ and not according to .the views of thofe who are fwayed by 
partial afFe&ions. I blame no perfon; but tread upon a vile 
worm, and it will turn againfl/you. With what anguifh then 
muft a royal heart bear thofe delays which your advifers have, 
occafiohed ? 

** I implore you, hear my complaints, which I have defired 
this gentleman to lay before you, and give them fuch an anfwer 
as that they ihall need to proceed no farther. Thus, according 
to my hopes in you, you fhall demonftrate that you have no oc* 
(^afion to be admoniihed to do juftice to your blood, your equals, 
your neighbours, and yovir friends 5 and that you are even care- 
ful to hear and relieve the afflifted and opprefled, rather than 
the po^Verful and the unjuft. Prove yourfelf, in effedl, to be my 
elder filler, and you fliall lee that, with all gratitude and obe- 
dient friendfhip, I ihall prove myfelf worthy of being the 
younger. The king, my good brother, will aflift you in all 
your luidertakings, if you require it 5 fo will the king of Spain ; 
and both ef thehi fliall owe you thanks. But, this apart, let 
the obligation be to me alone, let the fatisfadlion be theirs ; and, 
Recording to your anfwer, tliis gentleman will either aflure hia 
mafter of your good offices, or will put him upon employing hi) 
pwn, which will give me no fmall uneafinefs, on account of the 
friendfliip I promifed myfelf at your hands, and which you had* 
pnce refolved to perform. 

• *' I likewife beg that you will fufFer the lord Fleming to pro- 
ceed on his journey, in fome particular bulinefs relating to my 
jointure. There a^e certain other fmall requefts in favour of 
fome of my moft trufty fervants, which I have defired this gen- 
tleman to lay before you. Not to trouble you with a longer let-* 
ter, I make a tender to your majefty of my moft affeflionate re-f 
ipe6ls, prjying God, madam, with health, to give you a long 
;uicl happy reign. From Carlillc, this twenty-firft of June, 

Yoiu: good filler, 
* IvfaryR.'' 

Jl ? drefii J 
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4i9« 1^^ cfoefp I ^% Uiisx w«f« at the f^me ebn^ fecretl^p 
ffibjoined la k^ep 9. ftfi^ i^itck Qvei ail Mary'9 
ii^4)tk)^» ^t &e- might nvi: i^tg^xxn hsv bberty* 
This was the eflfed of Cecil's counfels. He had 
convinqed Elizjabeth, that if Mary waa (ufr 
fered ta go over to* Fr^^nce^Jbc would return 
to Scotland with a French ^tmy^ which,, when 
joined by hec fx'w&d!^ thsvt^ might eitdaingcv 
Eli^:abeth'5 crown. To have reftored Mary to 
t]^e tilirome oi ScotlaiSK}, was, be faid; equally 
li'a&gerotts te Elizabeth f at the firft irfe file 
■would oxakc of her pawer would be to- ^xtin-? 
fgm& the EBgliib, and^ perhaps^ the pr&teftant 
ifttere.^ lil that country, by tLa fevere revenge 
ibe would take upon her en^mietk He eon- 
ch|dcd!j therefore, that tha moft fortunata 
^veiMi.Qf £iisiab«6k's retga was, tlut ibe had 
now her moft forn[iidable enc?my her captive, 
i^izal^thy, tho^gb v^ greadt piiac^s^ bad about 
keF many feminine we^fcncfics j among which 
^SS a high CQiK;€it of k^r Q.wa p«v(a»Al beaa-* 
tits^ and appearing fcnfiWy mortified with the 
thougkts, of hdng; rivalled. AU Europe wt-^^ 
feand^d wi4k the fame of Mary^9 charms, 
wbi^h were now ^t thfcic full height, while 
\fx eoaver^iotft and writii^g pp&ved that the 
accomplif|xraents of her mind exceeded, if poA 
fiUe^,. thofe ^ her perfoa. The having it im 
her power to lock up from the public view ,the 
only^ rival iba dreaded^, either ia emp^ire oit 
beauty^ flattered her vanity. It vas an event 

which 
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wl|i$b Ib^ dusrfi: not have hoped for, and erafed A; a i^^ 
from hex miod ali fcntin^ents (fiippo£ng them 
to ha>ve beea iincere) of £rieod&ip for bef 
fiftei: que€a« 

The firft rex^ueft made by Mary to Elizabeth she writa 
was^ thsit flie might be admitted to har pre* ^^'^^' 
iiejice^ that ibe might clear herfelf froi)a every 
imputation upon her co&dndi either as a queea 
or a womaA. She then fent lord Herries with 
letters, repeating this requeft in the moft 
etjroeft manner; and {lUsabeth received hioi 
with great apparent eordiadity ; but intimatedt 
that before ihe gave hi^ miftrefs: a nseeting, fhe 
siuft clear up her conduct She charged him; 
at the fame time, with a ktter to Mary, and 
gave him copies of Middfemore'^s inftrudion^ ; 
nay, file feemed impatient to have an oppor- 
tonity to give Mary the moft convincing proofs 
of her friendihip and afieAion. The report 
made by lord Herries of his favourable recep* 
tion, fiQed Mary with the moft agreeable hope^ 
of feeing a fpeedy end to her fbfferings ; but 3 
feur hours awakened her from her dehiilon, 
when ihe foimd ihe was a prifoner. It wa«> 
upon this occafion ihe wrote the letter to Eli- 
sabeth which I have already inferted in th« 
jiotes, becaufe the tranfactions mentioned in 
it were previous to the date of the letter, 
which ia their only voucher. Upon the return 
of Herries, and his prefenting her with Eliza* 

I^H'i^ Ic^t^9 ^^ ^^^ amazed to find that prin* 

cefa 
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A. a 1568. cefe infift upon her clearing herfelf from all tW 
charges againft her, in a legal, formal, manner, 
and before Englilh commiffioners. Mary was 
foon removed to Bolton, a houfe belonging fo 
the lord Scroop. In the mean While, Cecil re- 
ceived a letter from the Englifh embaffador at 
Paris, dated the feventh of July, acquainting 
him with a defign entered into by the kings of 
France and Spain, and the pope, againft Eli- 
zabethi upon Mary's account. This defign 
was difcovered to Norris by the provbft-mar-^ 
ihal of Paris, whom he entertained a« a fpy, 
and who informed him, that an Italian, who 
was very intimate with the earl of Arundel in 
London, was the agent for the party there; 
^nd that the French king was to fit out fix galr 
lies under De Lagard, as his proportion of the 
expedition. Elizabeth and h^r minifters bc- 
Ueved, or affefted to believe, this intelligence; 
and Mary's unguarded refentment at the treat- 
ment flie received, ferv^^d as a handle to jtiftify 
farther feveritics. 

in themott The countcfs of Lenox had been delivered 
out of the Tower, upon the news of her foil's 
murder reaching Elizabeth j and was now be- 
come intimate with that princefs, who en- 
couraged her in her inceflant and earneft ap-* 
plications againft Mary fdr that inhuman aft^ 
Elizabeth ftill pretended to be under great difT 
ficukies how to behave, while Mary com-i 
plained bitterly of her admitting the coijntefg 
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vCtfXenox to her company, and excluding 1i6t ^^^•^s^ 
£rom that privilege which fhe faid was due to 
her birth, fufFerings, and her innocence. Mary, 
at laft, threatened to make a public appeal to 
•the princes of Europe concerning her wrongs. 
Elizabeth's reply was, that the Englifli lion 
was generous, but was not to be braved. 
.Mary, in return, hoped, that if ibe had made 
^fe of any unbecoming expreflions, that Eli- 
zabeth would confider theni as being wrung 
from her by her injuries and miferies. ^* If (faid tetter frcm 
fhe) I have offended you, I am In your power mill^th, 
to inake you fatisfaftion. But if you injure ^"^'7- 
me, to: whom can I complain of my good Af- 
ter and coufin, but, to the queen of England ^ 
If you, add^d £he, are the firft of the lion 
brood, you cannot refufe me to be the fecond.** 
Mary then offers to order all her party in 
Scotland immediately to lay down their arms^ 
and to fubmit her caufe to a trial in Weft- 
minftcr Hall. She wrote many other letters to 
the like purpofe, which I am obliged to omit. 
AH their effect was only to multiply her 
hardfhips. She had fent the lord Fleming to 
affift lord Herries at the Englifh court, and 
from thence to proceed to that of France; but 
even this poor confblation was denied to Mary ; 
and Elizabeth ftopt Fleming in his journey, 
on pretence, that fhe had already acquainted 
the French king of her affairs by his embaf- 
iador, Beaumont. Cecil went fo far as to fay 

at 
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JuB.S56^. at the coancil-boardi diat jEUi^bedi^ ouglit io 
avail heri^f of tbie juxv^pe^ by reviving Iter 
claim c^ iuperiority ovej the kin^om of 
JScotiaad. That <^tfid miaifler was no ftr&nger 
to Elizabeth's fecret tlio«igh4$ ; astd was im;:ef- 
iaatly jfoggeftiag to her and her oDuncil thi^ 
gangers that muft accrue to England, if Mary 
y»M fuffered to regain her liberty. He held it 
a$ an undcmbted troth, that &e was born the 
hereditary eiKiny of Efizabethy whdffi file 
bated in her heart, and whom &e coftidered 
a^ tbe lAflrthor of all her misfortunes ; arid that 
<hc firit ufe ihc would make of her £recsciom, 
WDidd be to throw herfelf in4:o the arms of 
^Vaoce^ which, m conjUD^lkxD wkh bei* party 
bot^ in Enghnd and Scotland, would be 
^greatly ao o'^^mtatch for Elizabeth* Thefe 
Ma£D»« are iiiforced m Cecirt papers that have 
GOffiMf ^ our bailds> with great^pcrfjpicttky, aod 
ftrength of reafoasng; but the particulars do 
Bot properly fall withia the compads of hif^ 
Jtory. 
Her diftreft Mary^ &uation became every day. mote d^ 
in£j^d plorable. The cairl erf Northumberiand and the 
poptfh fa\^St& of Ungiand wexie removed from 
her perfon ; and a defi^ waa £arnaed to remove 
her either to hitot tiaigharo, or F<otberia^y. The 
EagUdb council of the Nordi was rq>nmanded 
lor die ctvihties ihewn her by the memlDers^ 
The lord Claad Hamilton, and other young 
ScoiKh aobkaaeniy whio had come to paty h« 

their 
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ttdf refpeflis, were told that their abfence a, d. 156s, 
would be more agreeable ; and it was even 
hinted to herfelf, that flhe ought to break off all 
correfpondence with Scotland. In that kingdom 
Mary's affairs wore the fame melancholy afpeft. 
Immediately after the battle of Langfide, the 
caftles of Hamilton and Draffan furrendered to 
the regent ; and the lord Ruthven was fent to 
command againft the earl of Huntley, who had 
advanced to the banks of the Tay, to join Mary 
with a thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe; 
but hearing of her overthrow, he thought it 
prudei;it to return to the north. . In the mean 
while, the earls of Argyle andCaffils had drawn 
together the fcattered remains of Mary's army 
to a confiderable number ; but hearing that the 
regent was advancing againft them, at the head 
of four thoufand men, they difmiffed their 
forces, and many of them gave hoftages to him for 
their good behaviour. Upon Middlemore's ar- 
rival in Scotland, he found the regent triumph- 
ing over all oppofition. 

Mary's. conduct under fuch a load of afflic- a commif- 
tions, though paffionate, and fometimes incon- pointed for 
fiftent, was natural. She often upbraided ^"*8^*'* 
Elizabeth as having prevailed upon her to re- 
admit her rebels into Scotland. She fometimes 
complained of her duplicity, in detaining her, a 
fovereign, free-born, princefs. At other times, 
ihe threatened to apply for juftice to other 
princes, nay, to the Turk himfelf, if Ihe was dc- 

Vol. VII. S nied 
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A«p. 1568. nied it in England ; and flie complained inoft 
vehemently^ that Elizabeth had agreed to ad*^ 
mit her rebel an^ baftard brother to her pre* 
fence, while fhe excluded her, though her. equal 
and her fifter, from that privilege. As to the 
regent, though he had the ftrongeft affurances 
that his perfon and caufe were favoured by £li«* 
zabeth, yet he fought to guard himfelf againft 
accidents. Elizabeth had required him to 
{orbear all hoflilities againft the queen's party^r 
and he feemed to obey, though he pleaded 
that he had done nothing but by the authority 
of parliament. I am, however, to obfervc^ that 
Mary was denied to be heard before that par- 
liament in her own defence. After a long ^e* 
bate in the £ngli(h council, Elizabeth faw that 
(he could with no colour of equity rejed all 
Mary^s applications; and under pretext of 
Mary having already agreed to have her caufe 
heard before Englifii judges, (he named the 
duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suflex, and Sir 
Ralph Sadler, her commiflioners to try the 
caufe between Mary and her fubjefts. It does 
not appear, that Mary had ever precifely agreed 
to that method of proceeding ; but Elizabeth 
took advantage of her general declarations, that 
file was willing to refer her caufe to her cogni- 
zaitce. It was eafy to fee that Elizabeth, by the 
method Ihe prdpofed, would gain all the ends 
fhe fecretly aimed at, and ftill preferve fome ap- 
j)earance of juftice. It was no dilEcult matter 

to 
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to perplex and prolong the trial, and thereby tb A.d.is6«. 
continue Mary's confinement, while Murray was 
to reign in Scotland as Elizabeth's fubilitute. 
Murray, in the mean while, had notice given ^^ " oppof- 

• '^ ed by lord 

him to be ready to appear before Elizabeth's Hemes, 
comttiiffidners, on the fourth of O^ftober follow- 
ing^ ; but this reitolution of £li:2abeth was difa- 
^eeable to both parties. The lord Herries, 
txrhd t(ras Mary's ambafiador with Eli^s^ 
beth^ i5ndeav6ured to explain the mdaning of 
his miftrefs, in offering to fubinit her cau& 
to Elizabeth, He faid, fee rieirer itieafit t6 
fltdmit her own fubjeds to be parties agaihft her ; 
bat that fee ihight have accefs to Elizabeth, \h 
whom fee wbuld not only vindicate her con^ 
diid, but make fuch difcoveries as were knowh 
only tb herfelf. He objefted, for the fame rea- 
fon, agkilift his miftrefs debafing herfelf to ad- 
friit Ehglife noblemen, be their riank ever fo 
high^ as judges between her and her fubjefls. 
This oppofition made by H ferries, ferved a^ 
frefe matter to juftify Mary's- continuance in 
{irifon, efpecially after Elizabeth had received 
letters from Mary herfelf to the fame iJurpofe. 
Elizabeth referred Herries to her council, who 
charged him with having retrained what had 
been before agreed upon by himfelf and his mif^ 
trefs. HerricS made the bcft apology fot both 
he could, and offered, if Elizabeth would fuffer 
Mary to return, to Scotland, to procure the gua- 
ranty of the kings of France and Spain, that no 

S 2 foreign 
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A. 0.1568. fo$*eign troops Ihould be admitted into that 
Jdngdom ; but not being able to produce any 
authority from thofe two potentates, Elizabeth 
perfifted in her refolution of trying Mary's 
caufe before commiflioners, 
Conaoaof . The regent, on the other hand, proceeded 
e regen ^j^j^^ every caution that attends confcious guilty 
Though be was well affured of Elizabeth's fa- 
vour and Gecil's friendship, yet he thought 
proper to make fbme previous ftipulations. 
fHe demanded a full and parjticular anfwer of 
what he was to expeA, in cafe he and his 
friends ihould make good their allegations 
againfi Mary, by proving the letters, fonnets, 
.and contr^ds they had in their haAds to be ori- 
ginals of her writing, Cecil anfwered this der 
inand in a moft eyafivc manner. He faidj if his 
.commiffioners fliould appear before thofe of 
^Elizabeth, they fliould be- heard ; but that, 
thpugh the papers in queftion fliould be found 
.to be originals, both parties fliould have a fair 
hearing. Upon further cbnjideration, the lord 
Herries, with Mary's confent, agreed to accept 
pf the commiflioners ; and upon his return to 
Bolton towards the end of July, he made the 
following declaration to Mary in the hearing 
pf lord Scroop and Sir* Francis KnoUes, which 
is of too much importance to the fubfequent 
part of this hiftory to be omitted here. 

" Queen Elizabeth hath commanded me to 
^ffure your majefty, if you will commit your 
' f^aufe 
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caufe to her, not as your judge, but as your A.D.istt. 
coufin and friend, ihe will fend for thofe noble^ 
men of Scotland who have depofed you, and 
oblige them to render an account of their con- 
duel, before any Englifli commiffioners you and 
her ihall approve of; for which, if they can af- 
fign reafons (and the queen of England thinks 
they cannot vindicate their behaviour) queen 
Elizabeth will by arms (if they Ihould oppofe it) 
replace you on the throne, on condition that 
you renounce all claim to her crown during her 
life, and that of the iffiiae of her body ; that you 
abandon France, and enter into a ftriift confede- 
racy with England; and, laftly, that rejefting 
the mafs, you receive the common prayer-book 
of the Englilh communion.'' 
It was obferved of Mary, that after her arrival AUewtion 

~ of J\lafv*« 

at Bolton caftle, her perfon and behaviour was behaviour, 
entirely altered. Whether from policy or de- ' 

jedion of fpirit (but moft probably from both) 
(he loft that eafe and affability which had en- 
chanted all who approached her, after her firft 
arrival in England. She now appeared thought- 
ful, referved, and backward in fpfeaking, either 
of her friends or enemies ; and in matters of re^ 
ligion fhe difcovered fo wonderful a docility, 
thatflie admitted the miniftry of a proteftant 
chaplain, and even liftened to his arguments 
for her converfion. Though at firft flie made 
ibme fcruple with regard to the above declara- 
4fpp of the lord Herries from Elizabeth ; yet fhe 

afterward^ 
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A. D. 156S, afterwards acquiefced in it, and even fent Elizas 
beth thanks for her favour. ' Her calxnnefs 
knd reiignation touched lord Scroop fd rnuch^ 
that he wrote to the regent an account of the 
fegrecable change which had been wrdught ih 
Mary, and in fuch tenns as hinted that Eliza- 
beth was beginning to have a very favourable opi- 
nion of her. The regent, in anfwer to this let- 
ter, treated Mary's reformation a ^ a mferc farcc> 
and heifelf as a vile diflembler till flie cduld 
gain her ends. Mary wrote a letter to the rc^ 
gent^ about the fame time, upbraiding him 
with his barbarity and ingratitude. The ah* 
fwer flie received confifted in profeflions of mo** 
deration towards her caufe, and regard to her 
perfon, and the ftrongefi affurances of hisbieihg 
achiated only by public fpirit, and the duty he 
owed his country. 

Her friends Mary's party in Scotland, though ignorant 

m Scotland 

tppiytoBH^ of her having fubmitted to be heard before 
Englifb commiffioners, had afiembled at Largeii 
in a numerous refpeftablc body. They jbined 
ih a letter addreffed to Elizabeth, defiring that 
Hkc would reftore their injured fo ven^ign to heir 
dominions, in which cafe they prdmifed to 
fliew themfelves for ever grateful to her (Eliza* 
beth) ; putting her in mind, at the fame time, 
that they were far more capal^le than tho re* 
gent and his party of doing her fervice. This 
letter, which is dated thi tweiity- eighth of 
July, is figned by the archbjlhop of St An- 
drew's, 
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Attw\ Huntley, Argyle, Crawford, Errol, a,d.is6i^ 
Rothes, Caffils, Eglington, Caithnefs ; the lords 
Fleming, Rofe, Sanquhar, Ogilvie, Boyd, Qli- 
phant, Drummond, Borthwick, Maxwell, So** 
merville, Forbes, and Yefter. 

Thpugh ]^Iizabeth took no notice of this pa« 
per, y^t it had a ftrong operation ; and» by her 
requeft, the regent fummoned a parliament to. 
meet at Edinburgh on the eighteenth of Aa<- 
guft, in order to know how that aflembly 
fiood afFe£ted towards their unhappy queen. 
Murray hs^d a fecret end to ferve, by inducing 
the members to appear at York, as his com*, 
miffioncrs, and the accufers of Mary. At the 
fame time, he refolutely mainta^ined his rights 
as regent, and threatened to forfeit all who 
did not recognize his authority. Th^ queei^'s 
kfrds were proof againft all his menaces ; and 
continued in the field in fo powerful a body, 
that he did not think it pn)4ppt to attack 
them, though he had made preparations for 
that purpofe. lie informed Elizabeth of his. 
difficulties; and fbe prevailed upon Mary to. 
order her party in Scotland to quit the field, 
provided the regent abftained from all hofl:!-^ 
lities, which he accordingly did ; fo that both 
parties difmiffed their forces. 

This was a fatal and imprudent ftep in Mary, i"^** 
who probably was precluded from all oppor- Maqj* 
tunity of knowing the true ftate of her af- 
fairs ; otherwife, wh^^t^vfir feeming compli- 
ances 
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a1d.x56$. afices'ihe might make to Elizabeth^ ihe.u^-» 
doubtedly : would have inftruded her lords ta 
pay no obedience to her orders, becaufe they, 
had been extorted from her under confinement. 
Murray being thus at liberty, aflembled his 
parliament on the day appointed, being the 
eighteenth of Auguft. This was an aftonifh- 
ing blow to the queen's party, who imagined 
that they were to wait the reftdt of the pro- 
ceedings in England. The meeting was, there- 
fore, far from being unanimous. Many, even 
of the regent's party, exclaimed agaiuft the 
caufe between Mary and her fubjefts being 
carried before a foreign tribunal ^ and Mary's 
party complained, by letter, to queen Eliza- 
beth, of the infidious manner in which they 
had been aver-«'eached. This letter is dated 
the twenty-fourth of Augull, after the arch-' 
bifhop of St, Aridrew^s, the bifliop of Rofs, 
lord Claud Hamilton, and other of the queen's 
barons had been forfeited in parliament j and 
it was figned by the archbiihop of St. An- 
drew's, Huntley, Argyle, Crawfurd, Caffils^ 
Eglington, Claud Hamilton bifhop of Rofs> 
the lords Fleming, Sanquhar, llofs, Boyd, So- 
merville, and Ogilvy. 
Strength of From the above lift of fubfcribers, it ap- 
J^fn. pears, that the queen's party had greater 
power and property in the kingdom than that 
of the regent. The latter, however, was pof- 
fefled of the executive authority, and had, a 

body 
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body oftTO^jfizt his ccnftm&tid^ reidy to cxtf* a-d.is^i, 
cQte his orders j fo thtt noi!ie of his profeffsd 
enemiM dttrft truft theinftlves at BdinbisrglL 
The kings of France and Spain, and other 
priilces on the continent, were ftrongly prc»- 
poffdSed tgaiuft him ; and ordered their mi* 
liifters at Elizabeth's ^nrt to ripreTent the 
eafe of Mary as that of royalty itfeif o^reffed 
by a daring rtfbdi. We have fo many convino 
ing probfis, £foih records, of Eliiabeth^s and 
her miniftry's profound diffiniulation, that nd 
hifiorian can p^ofiounte any thing decifive as 
to her fiiicenty or duplicity, farther than ai 
interdfl; is the criterion of either. She ccr* 
tainly, at this time, appeared to be highly in* 
eenfed with the regent for his proceedings 
tgaifall the qtieeh's party ; and told him, in 
jdain terms, tkat if he did not appear at York, 
either in peffdHi or by his commifiioners, on 
the day appoitited, flie would hold Mary as 
acquitted frdm ^11 the crimes that had been 
laid to her charge^ and reftore her to her croWrt 
by forte of arms. 

Murray, without trufting to Elizabeth^s fe- Aaivity 
cret profeifibtts of friendfeip, if fhe made any, of M^«y.* 
or appfciring to be moved by her menaces, 
aflGimbled hi* troops before the queen's party 
could rrf-uiilte theirs, and invaded the coun« 
ties where Mary's chief intercft lay. He made 
hitnif^tf liiafter of Annandale, Nidfdale, aftd 
fhe Lo\;^et GaHoway, where he either garri- 

VdL. VII. T foncd 
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A.D.X56S. foned Or dejnolilhed the houfes of his enemies | 
but, contented to fliew what he was in a. con* 
dition to perform, had he been rigoroufly dif* 
pofed, hue appeared placable , and . moderate, if 
no- farther provocation was given him. This 
w^s, in a great meafure, owing to the counfels 
of "^ Maitland' He was the only man on whom 
the regent could rely for advice ; and he knew 
the advantage of having fuch a ftatefman in 
his party. Maitland, though very juftly called 
the cameleon of that ftate, wifhed well both 
to his queen and his country ; and therefore 
had prevailed upon the regent not to kindle -a 
civil war in Scotland, by forfeiting the two 
heads of Mary's party, the earls of Argyle 
and Himtley. This forbearance indicated 2^ 
confcious weaknefs in the regent, and gave 
fpirits to Ma^y-s friends, efpecially after they 
found that he could not prevail with any of 
his party to aft as his commiffioners at York. 
Hcaames Such was thc ftate of the regent's affairs 
nuconm. when he received frelh letters from Elizabeth^ 
in a ftrain that determined him (though with 
great reluftance) to a compliance with her 
will. On the eighteenth of September, a com- 
miifion paflfed the great feal of Scotland,, in., 
the name of the young king, appointing the 
regent, the lord-chancellor Morton, Adam bi^ 
Ihop of Orkney, Robert commendator o£ 
Dumfermling, with Patrick lord Lindfay of- 
the Byres, or any three of them, his embaffa- 

dors. 
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' dorfr, to meet with the commiffioners of queen a. 0,1568, 
Elizabeth at York, or any other place or places 
' they 4hall think convenient, there amply to de- 
clare the reafons of their arming againft, their 
detaining, and depofing the queen, that the 
juftice of their caufe might be manifefted to 
the world: As alfo, in his name, either to 
confirm any former treaty, or to contraft new 
ones for the maintenance of the true religion, 
and the refitting any foreign or domeftic power 
that might attempt to- difturb the tranquillity 
of either realm. 

By this time, the three Englifli commiflion^ Sept. 10. 
crs were arrived at York. The firft of them, o/^ehm*^ 
the duke of Norfolk, was a nobleman who ilf-^V/,!!' 
ftood as high iii public eftimation as he did in 
the rank of nobility, being the firft temporal 
fubjecb of England j and this was the great in- 
ducement which Elizabeth had to place him 
at -the head of this commiffion. He ap- 
pears, however, to have been inexperienced 
and credulous, and without a proper Jhare of 
firmnefe for his ftation. The earl of Suffei^ 
had diftinguilhed himfel£ only by his flavifli 
compliances with power, having been a cruel 
perfecutor of the proteftants under Mary of 
England, with whom he was a reigning fa- 
vourite. He had parts and courage, and had 
always been remarkable for the contempt he 
fcxpreffed for Leicefter. This was far from 
iiifobliging Elizabeth, who, on fuch occafions, 
' ' T z affeaed 



A. P. 15M. affed^d tlie g^e^tf ft imp^tialky ; ^4 b^ing 
prefi^^ot^ ^f t^^ ccxun^il of the ^orth, he na- 
turally \>€Q^jafi one of t|L§ commi$oner8. A)^ 
to Sir 1^^9k Ssidicr* h^ was nam^d, only b^* 
€9^^feb<: W*% 9- in?» of bi)iiu;^f(f, jn4 for the 
gf ejL( tpflpwtedge :»nd e^poriepce he h*d in the 
^S2Lm of S^otUnd. Wood, who w^ the re- 
gent's agent at London, h^d (b^w9 them tranf- 
)atioas of the letters and other papery charge4 
upon Mary ; pd £li:^abeth had been lately 
:ilarmed by the prince of CoB^e, with a re^ 
port, that Mary had transferred to the duke o^ 
Anjoii her right to the crown of England ; and 
tfhat hia claioa wajs to be fupported by tha 
popifh princes of the continent, as fqon as 
the pope &ould confirm her renunciation, 
Thus nothing was wanting th^ could pre-^ 
judge the caufe of the iinhappy Mary. He? 
Thor«for commifiioners were the lotd H^mcsi^ the bi- 
iu^^, ihop of B^ols, the lords Levip^ilo^i and Boyd, 
(ihe commendator qf Kilwinning, and (he ba- 
rons of Lochinvar, Skirlii^g, Roflin^ an4 
Grantully* Thofe for the young kiflg o^ 
Scotland (the proceis being carried on in hi^ 
pame) were the regent, earl of Muriray, the. 
earl of Morton, the biihop of Qrkneyj^ the^ 
abbot of Dumfermling, and the lord Lindfay. 
To them were joined, as aflillants, Mr, Jame? 
^ Irtacgill, Mr/ Henry Balnaves, two fifi^ators of 
t^he college qf juftice, and Mr. George Bucha7 
- ^ai^, th^e c4?l?r^tcd hiftorian, ail ^f them de- 
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VQ^W to Wurray'$ fcrvicc. Secretary MagiN a*i>«^ 
Iaiu}, the bj^ron of J^chlevint the bi^op o£ 
Mu|Tfiy, a»4 feveral other gentlemen, toge- 
ther with Murray's fecreury, Wood, who, in 
iaid to have been the moil fadious tool pf hi$( 
time, ad:ed a$ volunteers on the. fame iide* 
The regent was fumilhed by Morton with the 
famous £ilver-bo^9 and its contents ; and bq 
had §iven a receipt for the fame to be forth- 
coming to Morton and the other lords whq 
had taken armi^ againft Mary, with the re- 
jnarkaUe proteilation, that he had neither avq^ 
;M£^pt«a nor diminiihed them, as if Mary^t 
ha^d-wxiting had been^ a manufacture ift 
which the parties dealt. As the proceedingt 
of the commii^oners have been often printed, 
we ihall forbear filling QUr page with copies 
of the papers that paifed among the three fetbi 
Qf commiffioner^t but fiate the proceedings as 
ihey appear upon their journal^. , , 

The aclinff cooMniflioner^ for Mary were the Their ««- 
lord Herries and the biihop of Kofa; and hav- 
ing received their inftruclions from her at BoU 
tpn, they met with Elizabeth'^, and the re? 
gent's, commiflioners at York on the fourth 
pf Ofitober, Elii;abeth's cammiffion imported, 
that the duke of Norfolk, the earl of SufieK, 
and Sir Ralph Sadler, were to treat and con- 
fiude with queen Mary, or her deputies, pro^ 
perly authorifed, as alfo with J^mies earl o| 
l^urray, and aU others who jhould come in 

the 
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A. D, 1568. the name of the prince, " whether ftiled pirince 
or king of Scotland, upon all hoftilities that 
Jiave been committed, or differences that at 
prcfent fubfift between the Scottifh queen and 
any of her fubjeAs, who own her fon as their 
fovereign : as alfo for determining any difputes 
between the Scottifli queen and^her ; for con- 
firming former treaties, and contrafting new 
ones, not only between the two queens, but 
between their realms and fubjefts.'* 

at York. Nothing could be more infincere than the 

whole' tenor pf this commiffion; for Elizabeth 
1V4S now predetermined upon Mary's condem- 
nation, oor upon protracting the proceedings 
in. fuch a manner as that her confinement fliould 
be next to perpetual. She difcovered, indeed, 
an appearance of great diflike towards the re- 
gent, whofe authority, as flie boafted to Mary, 
fhe had not yet recognized ; but this was only 
that fhe might drive them to the neccffity of 
vindicating her own condud at Mary's ex** 
pence, fo . as to obtain a handle to proceedl 
againft her with the greater feverity. When 
Murray came into court, the Englifh commif- 
fioners demanded a fight of his commiflioQ. 
At firft, he refufed to produce any, alledg- 
ing, that he was himfelf a principal; but he 
promifed to get every thing he agreed to, ra- 
tified under the great feal of Scotland. This 
did not fatisfy the Englifli commiflioners ; and 
Jit lafl: he produced a commiflion for himfelf and 

his 
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bis fellows. In the commiffion produced by a.d,is«. 
Mary's friends^ it was faid that queen Eli-» 
nbeth had undertaken to reftore the queen of . 
Scots to her realm and authority. The Englifh 
commiilioners took exception at this claufe^ 
but at lafl: accepted of the commiffion in fuch 
a fenfe,^ as that thofe words fliould not be: 
binding upon queen: Elizabeth. A form of an 
oath was then propofed to be taken by the. 
ScotSy to which the yoisng king's, as well asf 
his mother's^ commiffioners objected, as being 
too declaratory of Elizabeth's fuperiority. Next 
dayj- however, JMary's commiffioners produced 
the copy of an oath, which they were willing 
to take under a proteft^ that their miftreis, 
being a free fovereign, did not mean, by having 
her caufe examined, in that, to fubmit herielf to 
the judgment of any pther power. The Englifh 
comniiffioners accepted of this oath, but under 
a counter-proteft, that they did not mean, by. 
their acceptance, to prejudge any claim of fu- 
periority which the crown of England might 
have over that of Scotland. Thofe altercations 
being over, the dean of York adminiftered the 
oaths, firft to the Englifh commiffioners, and 
then to the Scotch. 

On the feventh of Odober, the bifhop of Rofs 
and the lord Hemes brought in,bothby wordand 
in writing, a heavy charge againfl Murray and 
his affociates, for the injuries they had done to 
their queen and her friends, calling upon the 

oppofitc 
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A^i^if56i» opp6fite party at the fame tiale to product 
their charge agskinil Mary. A copy of this pa^ 
psr was fent to the regent^ wbo^ with his fel* 
I^w^commiffioners^ Itppelred in the s^ftcrnoon 
^ the eighth^ and demanded to know^ if they 
Hiould produce and prove their full chatgd 
igainft Mary, what afiuranee they had of being 
free tod trithout dangei^ from her difpleaiore ; 
it^d vrhat furety they had for the ytmiig prince 
theif kirig, if he &ould be reftored tX) thei# 
former tMtt. thi» de!ftaiA<l wm mot mw; foi^ 
£li2tabeth had fyttfkeh it^ aitd infifttded hef 

^tfmtiiiffi^nt^ ittcotditigiy. Their MlWtIt i^m^ 

tbht thottgh their ittiftr€f» e^^^ly defired to 
find M^ry h6t guilty, cfpetiallf of the crfrft^ 
6f her hulbatid's murder, yet (h6uld ftie ftfove 
6therWife, her n^ajcfty wbuld think her un* 
#orthy of a kingdom, and \irduld not ftkiri 
htt ot^'ft cottfciince in maiflteftince of futh a 
deteftable wickednefs, by reftoring her to a 
kingdom. The regent then declared that his 
demand arofe from a general report which pre- 
vailed, as if Elizabeth was determined, at all 
events, to acquit Mary, and reftore her to her 
kingdom. He added, that his enemies pre- 
tended to produce this prbmife under Eli- 
:sabeth's own hand* The £ngli(h commiffioners 
cafily refuted all thofe reports ; but next day, 
the regent, inftead of bringing in his anfw;er, 
as he promifed, ftarted two diificulties which 
had been fuggefted to him by Maitland. The 

firft 
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^rft was, that ^Elizabeth'^ commiffioii did trot ^P*iiM» 
cxprefily aut&orize her commiffionersto treit 
of Damley'sT murder; The fecond was, that 
they were ^ apprehenfive of very bad confe? 
quences, fhould Elizabeth delay to give fente^€Q^ 
after the proofs were produced,- To- the firft 
ob^eftion-it wars anfwered^ that the words of 
their cOmmiilion being general *^ t9 treat .of all 
matters concerning their contro v€rfies,"compre* 
hended the murder. As to the fecond obje£Uon> 
they could give- it no other anfwer, than that 
iElizabeth's' condu(^ fliould be coniiftent with 
honour • and equity. Thofe anfwers , wer^- far 
from removing the fcruples of the Scotch com^ 
miffioners, who infifted upon having fecurity 
under Elizabeth's hand, that they Ihould not 
be exposed to Mary's refcntmentj otherwift^ 
they refufed to produce their proofs. 
- Every ftep takea-atthis time by Murray and ReafoM 
his confederates, are ftrong evidences how cpn- 7c/i4r p*! 
fcious they were, that the letters, fo much ^^"p'J^ 
boafted of, were forgeries. Had they bfeen ^^^^* 
produced, they came into the poffeflion of the 
court ; and they had, as will appear foon, reafoil 
to think that the Englifh commiflioners would 
detain them for their own and Elizabeth's vin- 
dication. This might have been fatal to their 
caufc, as undoubtedly it would have brought 
on enquiries into the genuinenefs of the papers 
themfelves, which Murray knew could not ter- 
minate to his advantage. They took a middlis 
Vol, VII. U way. 
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A»v^ts^% iwy, and blackened Mary as effe&ually as if 
the fihref bos: had been produced, and its con« 
tents authenticated. Maitland, who. now a^ed 
as an ailtftant to Murray, Macgill, Wood, and 
Buchanan, repaired to the Engliih commif- 
fioners, not as- authorized by their principals, 
but as private gentlemen, and produced the 
contents of the filver box for their perafal. It 
does not appear that any of the EngUih com* 
miffioners were acquainted with Mary's hand ; 
nor had they the Icaft reafon to believe the 
papers to be of her writing, but becaufe her 
enemies confidently affirmed them to be fo*; 
and upon this affirmation, which could not be 
admitted iii the moft venal court of juftice, 
depends all the* proof that has been brought of 
thofc letters being written by Mary. The rc- 

* Mr. GoocUll*t Qbjediona to the anth»nticity of tlie letters 
aire fo ftubbornt that Dr. Robertibn fays^ *< All this author^a 
(GoodalVs) premifts may be granted, and yet his condufions 
will, not fcllowy ludeft'he likewife prove that the Freach letters* 
as wo now have them* are a true copy of thofe which were pro-- 
duced by Murray and his party in the Scots parliament, and at 
York aad Weftxninfter : but this he has not attempted.^ Thk 
obje^on, if its principle is admitted, will go far towards inva^ 
lidating any evidence that can be brought of a forgery^ It has 
%een fb well and fo accurately anfwered by the author of the 
Infttiry> ({>* ^i) that I nuft refer my reader to that ingenious 
performance. Was any argument wanting to affill what that 
gentleman has faid, I might add one which is plain and positive j 
1 mtaii» that the aficounts tranfmitted by the Englifii coramii^ 
iioners of the papers laid before them by the four Scotch af* 
iiftants, correfpond exaftly with the French letters, as we now 
hsvt tbem. The fame may be faid of other extra6ks taken from 
them by Engliih mini&eirs, and which are ftiil extant. 

-^ -gent. 
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gcat) at laft^ brought his anfwer to Mary't A.p»isi|* 
ckarge; but it did not come up to any di« 
reft accufation of Mary for murdering her 
buiband. 

This forbearance of Murray proved a vaft EKsibeth' 

ffiiappomttnent to Elizabeth, whole expectation 

had been wound up to the higheft pitch, that 

the regent would have no difficulty in forming 

and provitg the charge of adultery and murder 

upon Mary, fiiom the copies of the iilver box 

papers which had been fent her. Dr. fiobertfon p. 480. 

is of opinion, that this moderation of the re** 

gent arofe from fome political views, and tho 

remonfifances inade to him in private by th6 

duke of Norfolk, as to the infamous part hd 

was a6ing againft his fovereign and benefadon 

This reprefentatioD, as the dodor has managed 

it, i^ plaufible ; but it is unhappily deftroyed 

by the fingle f aft of the regent's creature's 

having divulged the whole fbrength of his evi« 

dence, though not in a judicial way, to tha 

£ngUfli commiflioners, who aftually fent £U^ 

zabeth an abftraft of the whole, in terms that 

ihewed they did not fufpeft any forgery. Oa 

the 1 2th of Oftober^ the following words were 

added to Mary's commiffion ; and they are of 

importance, becaufe they prove how wilHng fii^ 

was to pardon her difobedient fubjefts : ^ And 

there not only to treat, cundude^ and indent^ 

upon all fuch heads and articles as (ball be 

found to our (aid deareft £i&er's commiffioneta 

U 2 and 
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it.D#i568. ahdjthcm, heft for the furthering of tke gloiFy 
of God,, theyeduftion of our faid difobedient 
fubjecls to their dutiful obedience to us, for 
good amity, as well for by-gones as to come, 
' ))etwixt them and . all our obedient fubjefts, but 

:alfo to treat, conclude, and determine, of all 
other, matters and caufes whatfoever in contro- 
yerfy between her and her fubjeds." 

She caiii In this ftate of the procefs every? thing wojro 

ttiffiooen a favourable appearance for Mary; and EU-? 

tp hoaiw, 2abeth's difficulties, how to proceed againft her, 
were multiplied. Mary's commiffioners thought 
proper to attend her at Bolton to receive fur- 
ther inftruftions ; but on the 1 6th of Odober, 
Elizabeth's commiffioners received from her a 
long, but artful letter, ordering Sir Ralph Sadler 
to repair to her court, and recommending to 
them to ufe means for prevailing upon the re- 
gent's party to fend up to London Maitland and 
Macgill,and upon Mary's,to fend thither the lord 
Herries and the abbot of Kilwinning. They were 
charged to infinuate to Mary's fricjnds, that this 
propofal was in order to fliorten time, and pre- 
lyfent inconveniences occafioned by the great 
dlfiancebetw^ieti^York and London; in (hort, 
that it was calculated for Mary's advantage. 
The reader cannot have the leaft doubt of the 
Jnfidious tendency of this letter, when he pe- 
cufes the following paragraph, ^ f* In the delay 
lierein, you jQiall do well to have good regard, 
^at^QPf oi the^uwn of -Scots comifliigioner^i 
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(,Knay gather any doubt of any evil fuccefs of A,p.i5«f 
; her caufe, but that they may imagine this con* 
iference of ours principally to be meant how her 
reftitution may be devifcd with furety of the 
prince^ her fon, and the nobility that have ad- 
hered, to him : and therein you fhall do well 
to underftand. their intentions in a;^ many rea- 
fonable degrees as may be devifed ; fo as at the 
comiiig of you. Sir Ralph Sadler, we may ha.vc 

^ the more facility to treat thereof.'^ 

- In the mean while, to give the better colour 

;. to this dark proceeding, the duke of Norfolk, 
who at this time was far from being fufpeAed 

. of any attachment to Mary, was ordered to 

. take a view of the frontiers and marches to-^ 
wards Scotland, while the earl of Suflbx was to 

. apply himfelf to the affairs of his prefidency. 
On the nineteenth of Odober the commifSoners 

. met again. The duke of Norfolk and his col- 
legues found very little difficulty in bringing 
both parties to agree to the deputation required 
by Elizabeth; only Mary thought proper to 
add thebifliopof Rofs to the number of her 
deputies. Next day a queftion of great im-' 
portancc to the conftitution of Scotland was 

- ftarted by the Englifli commiffioners ; viz. To 
what perfon the regiment and cuftody of a bout the 
minor king of Scotland belonged during the gency. 
minority ? The anfwer given by Mary's com- 
miflloners was, that it was provided, by the 

. Immutably laws and cuiloms of the realm of 

Scotland, 
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jk.Q.3ij% ScoiUnd, ** that whofoever is neareft liwfullf 
defcended of the king's and queen's Uood of 
,that realm, being of pcrfea age, ihaU be go* 
vernor to the king or queen during their nfomo^ 
rities : howbeit, they are not permitted to hav^ 
the keeping of their perions,^ becaufe t^y {ball 
fucceed to the iaid minors." They ilrengthenedi 
this opinion by the recent inilance of the duke 
of Albany, who, though a FrenchpiMs wa$ 
declared in parliament regent of Scotland 
during James the fifth's minority. They ob- 
ierved that, in chuiing a regent, regard was 
oqly^ had to the neareft defcending hwfblly of 
the king's and queen's inheritors or fovereigns 
of the kingdpm of Scotl<md, and that fuch 
Cpiild not be fet aiide by any eleAioD of th^ 
fia^Sit To prove this they ibewed, that, upon 
the duke of Albany's death, the dates of Scott- 
la^ htd fet afide the regency provided by tbf 
will of James the Fifth, and chofe the duke 
of Chatleheraut. As to any inftances that ap^ 
peared to the contrary in hiilory^ it was faid 
they ar^ few or none ; and if any, that the 
perfon fo chofen was an ufurper. 

Th^ opinion of the king of Scotland's com^ 
fniffioners was diredly the reverfc of this. Ac» 
cording to them, ** the ancient law of Scot* 
land was, that the king's children being of 
noh-<age, the neareft of the king's houfe, that 
was able to govern, fhould be king for his 
life-^time ; and, aftier his deceafe, the crown 

ihould 
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iiottid iFCtura to the king's children.** The A^P.tjOt 
great inconycaiencite attending this law, in* 
duccd Ke&ii€th the fecohd to £x the faccef^ 
§QfA of the crown in the hereditary line. Li« 
nngftosi of Callendar was cbofen govtrnor to 
James the fecond,. tliou^h many perfons of the 
foyal \Aood were then alive in Scotland ; and 
the parliament chofe the governors: of Scot» 
land duriz^ the minority of James the thirds 
1 fliatt nloC pnrfue aU the arguments drawn 
from Mitovy, with whidi this dodhine is fnp^ 
ported) ^ecanfe the reader wi]} find them in 
the preceding part of this work. It is of mos^ 
imporfeaace to obferve; that Elizabeth, at this 
time, peiiiaps ta qoiicken and intimidate M]n> 
ray, fiiewed difpo£tion& for transferring the 
regency to the duke oif Chatlefaeraut; Twbtck 
was the reafon why ihe charged her connni& 
fioneis with this queftion. This, ccmld not be 
unknown to Murray's party; and we accord^ 
ingly find, in. the paper they gave in, a moft 
dd^icabte reprefentation of that duke's per^ 
ion and his adilirniflration, and of his tmfit^ 
nefs to be regent* 

Thangh thofc opinions were laid before EH-» tfah^ 
zabeth, yet they did not anfwcr her main end^ m^^ 
which was to prevail upon Mary^s comnlif« 
fioners to fuflfer the trial of her iniiocency^ 
with regard .to the murder of her hufband,; to 
be brought before herfelf ; and^ if pof&ble, to * 

prevail upon them^ ta own their powers to be 

fufficient 
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aJdis568. fufficient for that' purppfe* With regard iO 
Murray, it was refolved at Elizabeth's ; cpun-^ 
dl-board, that he fhould receive aiiiiirancesy if 
he would prove Mary to be guilty of her huf- 
band's murder, Elizabeth would never fuffer 
her to be reftored to her kingdom ; but : would 
proclaim to all the world her deteftatioui of 
the guilt ; ^^ and (continues the Engliih couil^ 
*^* cil-book) becaufe this naanner of proceeding 
cannot be fecretly ufed, but the kuowledg^ 
thereof will, by fome means, come to thd 
queen of Scots, it is thought mod ne^eflaryf 
before all tilings, that fhe be circumfpecUy 
looked unto for doubt of escaping :. joining 
therewith' the advertifements out ofFrance^ 
of her friends report fecretly, that it is deter- 
mined how ihe fhould efcape now about this 
time, and alfo how ihe hath prefently written 
to the earls of Huntley ai^ Argyle, - and the 
reft of her friends, to draw towards the v^eft 
borders of England, to receive, her into her 
country ; pretending outwardly, that by the 
queen's majefty 's favour, fhe fliall be fpeedily 
delivered : and therefore it is thought: good 
* ; ' that all preparation be haftcned for her re- 
moving to Tutbury/' 
Amarriate This cxtraft, from fo refpeftable a record^ 
S^wee^ ihews how deep the enemies of Mary had 
SbrJttklf of laid the foundations of her ruin. But. it is 
Noirfbik, ^^^ proper that I ihould unfold a fcene, which, 
in a great meafure, accounts for many of the 
- .. incoa- 
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itaconfiftencies that appear in the proceedings a.d,is§s, 
at York: The duke of Norfolk had lately 
loft his wife; and even at the time he was ap- 
pointed chief commiilioner from Elizabeth* 
^had formed a refolution of marrying the ^ueen 
of Scotland. Maitland had certainly a fuf- 
picion of his intention ; and we know that 
immediately upon his arrival at York> they 
had a very ferious conference together upon 
the fubjed. Maitland acknowledged to the 
,duke that he was determined to ferve Mary^ 
and that he had accepted of being one of the 
affiftants to her enemies with that view. The Mnrdcn^ 

. ' State Pa* 

duke believed him ; and informed him, in con* p«n»p* 
fidence, that Elizabeth bad determined to 
keep the caufe between Mary and her enemies 
in fufpence, and to do whatever was in her 
power to oblige Murray and his party to charge 
her publicly to the full extent of the crimes 
they had alledged againft her, and to produce 
the originals of the papers that had been 
tranfmitted to Elizabeth. Maitland receiving 
this important piece of intelligence fromfo 
unqueftionable an authority, carried it to the 
regent, who afterwards had a conference with 
the duke upon the fubjed ; and it is plain thftt 
he did not at all feem averfe to Maitlaiid^s 
opinion, that they ought not to go to ex- 
tremes with Mary, by bringing a charge againft 
her, which, was it proved, muft not only 
cover her with. eternal infamy, but afiefl; the 
r Vol; VII. X legitimacy 
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A.ai56S. legitiftiacy of her fon^ and confequently Jii5 
fucceflion to the crown of England, llie duke 
likewife touched upon the danger that might 
accrue to the regent himfelf, and his friends^ 
from the indecifion of Elizabeth, who cer« 
tamly would make her own intereft the (land- 
ard of all her proceedings ^. It is difficult, at 
this time, to fay, whether both Maitland and 
the duke were not over-reached by the regent, 
and whether the latter did not keep up a fecret 
correfpondence with Cecil, and his own fe- 
cretary Wood, and inform them of all that 
had pafled. I am inclined to believe that to 
be the cafe, rather than that the duke, as is af- 
ferted by the writer of MelviFs Memoirs, was 
betrayed by one of the queen's lords. 

It appears, from the examination of the bi-' 
ihop of Rofs, before the council of England, 
that foon after Mary's arrival at Bolton, the 
duke of Norfolk had found means, by the 
a^ncy of his fifter the lady Scroop, to ac- 
quaint Mary of his intention to offer her his 
^U|pd ; that Mary, at the fame time, had a cor- 

^ • The author of Melvirs Memoirs has given us a very cir. 
OTkiftantial account of thofe coiiferences, and pretends that he 
failnftlf was m the fecret. It is plain, however, that the whole 
of ^that account could not be written by one upon the fpot» as 
mahy parts of it are unfup(>orted by, and inconfiftent with, the 
records i particularly in faying, that the duke of Norfolk, on 
the firft day of the meeting, required the regent to << do ho- 
mage,' in the klng*s name, to the crown of England, thinking 
he had fome grbifnd to demand the fame, feeing the faid regent 
there to plead his caufe before the council of England.*' 

refpondcnce 
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rd|)aiidefice with Maitland, to whom {kt had a. 0.156$^ 
likited' the duke's propofal ; and that Mary 
fltewed a great reluftance at coming to extre* 
aitties . with the regent and his party. The 
dyJcc was of the &me opinion, at firft, very 
pofitblytr becaufe he thought that the filver<^ 
box jfzptrs were genuine. I am, however, 
inclined to believe, that in the future confer^ 
Quoet he had with Maitland, the latter con* 
vinced htm of the forgery ; for we cannot, elfe^ 
well account for the unremitting ardour which 
the duke afterwards expreffed for compleating^ 
the match. Upon the whole, Elizabeth had- 
reafon to thinks that flie Jhould more effisc- 
tuaUy attain her ends by calling all parties foe*' 
fore hertdf,; as the proceedings at York had- 
turned out fb much in Mary's favour. 

The duke of Norfolk had again and again > Ei»abetii 
acquainted Elizabe^ that the r^ent wotild new com- 
perfift in refofing to produce his main charge "^""• 
againft Mary, tUl he ihould have full aflurances,: 
under Elizabeth's own hand and feal, of par'*: 
don and indemnification, and him&lf beings 
continued in the regency. Elizabeth, by call^ 
ing the caufe to herfelf, difappointed the ex* 
pedations of Norfolk. She ordered a new 
commiflion tp be made out, confifting of Sif 
Nicholas Bacon, the lord keeper of her great 
feal, the duke of Norfolk, the earls of Anln- 
dcJySuflex, and Leicefter, the lord Clinton, 
lord-high-admiral. Sir William Cecil, princi*' 

pal 
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iuD.ises. ])al .feeretary of ftate/and Sir Ralph Sadler^ 
chanceUor of the duchy. Elizabeth, upon the 
arrival of Mary's commiffioncrS, slffetled ta 
treat them with particular diftindions. - She 
fingfed out the bifliop of Rofs, whom fhc com-' 
mended, in high terms, for his afleclion to 
his fovereign^- and flie publicly threatened to 
punifli Mary's enfemies, if they had nothing^ 
farther to alledge^ to exculpate themfelves ftom 
the charge of rebellion. 

Whoever is well acquainted with the true' 
hiftory of Elizabeth and her minifiers, wiir 
Hot be at all furprized to find that Murray' 
was previouQy acquainted with this declara- 
tion, as it furniihed him with a plaufible pre« 
text for exhibiting the whote of his charge 
againft Mary. The firft meeting of the new 
commiffioners was at the : great - chamber at 
Weftminfter; and after ±Kcircoriimiffion, un- 
der the great feal of England, had been exhi- 
bited and approved of by all parties, the bi-. 
Ihop of Rofs, in the name of his fcUow-com-. 
iniffioners, offered to the board the following 
proteftation, which is of too great confequence 
to this hiftory, not to have a place here. 
" We the commiffioners for the queen's high- 
nefs of Scotland, adhering to t)ur proteftations 
formerly made at York, declare, in prefence 
of the queen's majefty's commiffioneris of Eng- 
Ijind, befolre we enter in conference, that al-» 
though our fovereign is content to fubmit the 

difference 



O F S C O T L A N D. 157 

Tcncc fubfifting between her .and her dif- a. 0.1561^ 
obedient fubjedts to queen Elizabeth^ fo that 
they may bp terminated to our niiftrefs's ho- 
l>our and weal, wp^ never thelefs do folemnly. 
pFOt^d, we neither mean that^her caufe fhall 
be;trfe;tted in form of judgment, or in judicial . 
pl2K:e^ .{which queen Elizabeth has alfo promifed 
byjqt.t^r to pur fovereign) ; npr do M^e admit 
pf> anyjiidgp or judges, becaufe fhe is a free 
princefs; yet are we willing to. confer, treat, 
.and,conc)]Lide, abputfuch things as our com^ 
miilion. warrants; y^,. without prejudice, how< 
ever, to .our ibvereign's jnoft rpyaL perfon, 
crown, and honour ^and we defire this to be 
infiir^ed in the conference, and in every future 
agreenaent-'V Signed . 

. : Jo. Roffen, Herries, 

Boyd, Kilwinning. .' 

.A)l prelipinaries being adjufted, .iind 4:he '^he ri^ 
proper, oa^hs . a4min}ftered,.ihe. regent was'^wc^**^ 
made eafy by the Englifli comraiffioners, with 
regard to. the indemnification and fecurity hr 
had fo Ibng infilled upon. On the: twenty-* 
ijxth of. November, the regent accordingly cn^ 
tered a proteftatibn, containing hi? reafons fot^ 
delaying, to charge Mary home with her huf-^ 
band's death, and his unwillingnefs to xlo it 
then, were it not that he could not, by any; 
other means, vindicate himfelf from her charge/ 
which had made impreffions upon Elizabeth* 
and her council, very much to his: prejudices 

.Thct 
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4.D.i5(s. *rhe writer of MelviPs Memoirs reprcfcnts the 
regent as having entered into llrong engage^ 
inent$ with the duke of Norfolk, whp it 
feems prefided at the board, not to exhibit the 
charge of murder againft the qoeen. Upon 
-^ . his entering the court, the duke, as wa» his 
duty, demanded the accufation ; but th^ re* 
gent again infifted upon an indemnification un^ 
dcr Elizabeth's hand and feal Thei fenfe of 
the court was, that her word was jfufficient; 
upon which Cecil alked, whether the additional 
accufation was ready ? Anfwer being made by 
Wood that it was, and {hatching it out of the 
regent's bofom, •* I will not deliver it (faid he) 
till her majefty's hand- writing and feal be deli* 
vcrcd to my lord-regent for what he demands^V 
Upon this, the biihop of Orkney fnatched the 
paper from Wood, and delivered it to thi^ 
bobrd. The regent being fenfible of his error 
dcfired to have it again, that he might add 
foihewhat to it; but this was refQfed, though 
the board offered to accept of any additional 
matter in a feparate paper. Though I have 
given the fubftance of this ftory as I find it in 
the Memoirs, yet I think it highly improbable 
that any fuch farce was aded ; or if it was, it 
was all preconcerted between Cecil and the re- 
gent The additional accufation agaii>ft Mary 
is called an eik, becaufe it is fupplemental to 
the former charge in the regent's anfwer. The 
\thole of this very remarkable paper runs as. 
feUows : 
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^ The accuiation againfl: queen Mary, in titled, a, ixis^i. 
An etk to the anfwer prefented by us, James 
earl of Murray^ and regent of the realm of 
Scotland^ and remnant commiffidners appointed ' 
for the king's majefly of Scotland, our fove« 
reign lord, in his highnefs's behalf: and for 
ourfelves and remnant ftates and people, his 
majefty's faithful and obedient fubjeds, to the 
letter prefented to your grace, and the lord/i 
commiffioners for the queen's majefty of £ng« 
land, at York, on the behalf of the queen, 
mother to our faid foTereigh lord, prefented 
the twenty-fixth of November, 1568. 

•♦Whereas in our former, upon goodrefpefts 
mentioned in our proteftation, we kept back 
the chief eft caufes and grounds whereupon out 
anions and whole proceedings were founded, 
wherewithal feeing our adverfaries will not 
content themfelves, but by their obftinate and 
eameft prcffing we are compelled, for juftifying 
of ourcaufe, to manifeft the naked truth: it 
is certain, and we boldly and conftantly affirm, 
that as James, fometime earl of Bothwell, was 
the chief executor of the horrible and unworthy 
murder, perpetrate in the perfon of umquilc 
(deceafed) king Henry of good memory, father 
to our fovereign lord, and the queen's lawful 
hufband; fo was flie of the foreknowledge, ' 
council, device, perfuader and commander of 
the faid murder to be done, maintainer and 

« 

fortifier of the executers thereof, by impeding 

and ' 
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ii*ixxs^» and flopping of the inquifition aind punifhment 
due for the fame according to the laws of the 
realm, and confequently by marriage with the 
laid James, fometime earl of Bothwell, delated 
and univerfally efteemed chief author of the 
above-named murder : where through they 
begun to ufe and exercife an uncouth and cruel 
tyranny in the whole ftate of the common- 
wealth, ajnd with the firft (as will appear by 
their proceedings) intended to caufe the inno- 
cent prince, now our fovereign lord, fliortly to 
follow bis father, and fo to transfer the crown 
from the right line to a bloody murderer and 
godlefs tyrant. In which refpecl the eftates of 
the realm of Scotland, finding her unworthy 
to regiment, difcerned her demiffion of the 
crown, with the coronation of our fovereiga 
lord, and eftablifliing of the regiment of that 
realm in the perfon of me tiKe earl of Murray, 
during his highnefs's minority, to be lawfully^ 
fufficiently, and righteoufly done, as in the acls 
and IdLV^s made thereupon more largely is con- 
tained. James, regent, Patrick, L. Lindfay, 
Morton, Ad. Orchad. Dumferh'ne.'^ 
Proceedings This is the firft direct charge given in by 
i^e. ^ Murray and his afibciates againft the queen, as 
being the perfuader and comn^ander of her 
huiband's murder. It is remarkable, that in 
this paper the authors plainly fay that they 
were pufhed on by their adverfaries to give it 
in, . This allegation, if true, fliews that Mary 

and 
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ja&d her. party, though they were well ac- a. d. 156s, 
quainted with the contents of the filver-box 
papers, were fo far confcious of her innocence, 
as to challenge their enemies to do their worft. 
;We likewife perceive that Murray entirely 
drops the pretext of Mary's having made a 
Toluntary demiffion of her authority, and 
roundly tells the Englifli, that her demiffioa, 
the coronation of her fon, ^Ad his own re- 
gency,, were eflablifhed by' the ftates. Murray 
being aiked. by the Englifh con^miflioners, whcr- 
ther they might deliver to- thqfe of Mary his 
eik, anfwered in the affirmative,.and faid that 
he was ready immediately to enter upon the 
proof. 

A new ador was next brought, upon the Farther de- 
fiage ; I mean, the earl of Lenox, who was re* Ma^^V^ 
ferved for the completion of Mary's condemn fionwjf" 
nation. He appeared in court, and ^tddreiTed 
himfelf in a moft lamentable ftrain to the com- 
miflioners, to whom he delivered a paper, eon- 
fifiing of three (heets, containing the letters 
which had paffed between him and Mary, and 
direftly accufing her of hid fon's murder. In 
the afternoon, a copy of Murray's eik was de- 
livered to Mary's commiffioners, who expreffed 
their amazement at its contents, alledging that 
they were fuch as their prefent commiflion did 
not authorize them to touch upon. The lord* 
Herries fpoke with great boldnefs in defence 

6f his miftrefs, and endeavoured to £hew that 
VoL.VIL Y this 
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A. D, 1568. this extcnfion of their malice towards her pro- 
ceeded from the fears of being called to ac- 
count, and puniflied for what they had done. 
When the caufe (cQnx:luded he) ihall be farther 
tried, it will be proved, that fome of thofe 
who now accufe the queen, fubfcribed bonds 
for the murder of lord Darnley. The bifliop 
of Rofs produced Mary's inftruftions, not to 
anfwer her adverfaries if they touched her ho* 
nour; and demanded audience of ^ EKzabetl^^ 
that they might inform her of their fpvereign's 
command, and to require that ihe might be 
permitted t.o come in perfon, and vindicate 
her innocence before that queen, her. council, 
and nobles. The biQiopj at the fame time, 
J)rcfented a memorial, in writing, to the fame 
purpofe ; and leave was granted to him and 
his colleagues to appear before Elizabeth on 
the third of December, where they repeated 
their demand of Mary being admitted to be 
heard in perfon. Elizabeth ftill continued to 
wear her malk of djflimulation. She feemed 
exceffively tender of Mary's honour, and pro- 
mifed to reprimand 'and punifli her adverfaries 
feyerely, if they did not make good their 
charge againft her; hinting, at the fame time, 
that no medium was to be obferved between 
Mary's entire acquittal, or condemnation ; 
b^t ihe again refufed, upon the moA unjufl, 
aqd jindeed aflfededj pretexts, to admit the un- 
hflippy princeis to make hjpr,:0wn defence ici 
p0rfon» ^ - . ' . • . • 
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•^This was an unparalleled fcene of duplicity a. 0.1568, 
in Elmbeth, who afted it in the prefence of ^.^ . 
- her lotd-keeper, the duke of Norfolk, the ***^ °^ 

£Uzabctha 

marquis of Northampton^ her lord- treafurer, 
the earls of Pembroke, Effex, Bedford, arid 
Leiceftcr, the lord-admiral Clinton, the lord- 
chamberlain. Sir William Cecil, Sir Ralph Sad- 
ler, and Sir William Mildmay* Elizabeth had 
alledged, that flie could not admit Mary to 
her prefence, " becaufe fhe was fiill in hope* 
that ■ they grounded their proceedings on un- 
juft dcvifes ; which if fo, her honour would 
be tzvtd without compofition, or the neceffity 
of an. anfwer, when her accufers might be ufed 
according to their deferts." But while flie was 
making this declaration, fhe had prejudged 
MaryVcaufe, and was aftually poffeffed of the 
proofs on which fhe was refolved to condemn 
her. Elizabeth declared fhe thought it reafon- 
able that fhe fhould be heard in her own caufc ; 
^* but to determine (faid fhe) before whom, 
when, and where, before I underfland how 
her adverfaries will verify their allegation, f 
am not as yet refolved ; but after conferring 
with them, I fhall give you an anfwer as tol 
every point in reafonable form." Mary's com- 
miffioners very juflly objefted to this manner 
of proceeding, as incompatible with the rules' 
of equity in any common caufe; A charge, 
faid they, is lodged, the fuppofed delrnquent 
Retires to be heard in her own defeqcc j but fhe 

y Z is 
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4. D. 1568. is preclndcd from that privilege, until her ac- 
cufers have adduced their proofs, and confe- 
qucntly till her caufe is prejudged. All they 
faid was in vain^ though they urged that 
Mary's rebellious fufejecls had been admitted to 
Elizabeth's prefence, while flie herfelf was de* 
jiied that privilege. At laft they protefted, 
that whatfoever was done before Englifli com- 
miffioners thereafter, fliould be of no preju- 
dice to their fovereign. But Elizabeth carried 
her diffimulation ftill farther, till, at laft, it 
became inconfiftent with her former profef- 
fions ; for Ihe faid that flie could not give 
Mary a perfonal audience " unlefs ihe found 
that her accufers had more likely proofs than 
any yet adduced." This was a very extraor- 
Ooodaii, dinary declaration. Elizabeth, ever fince the 
W5' ' firft day of Mary's arrival in England, had re^ 
fufed to fee her, becaufe flie was fufpecked of 
certain crimes ; and yet in the anfwer before 
us, fhe as good as promifes that flie would ad- 
mit Mary to her prefignce, if thofe crimes were 
proved againft her. 
M«i7;« trial ^u this while I do not find that the filver- 

>roug|ittQ 

• ^rifiif box and its contents were judicially produced 
before the Englifli commiflioners. This was a 
farther referve for the difplay of Elizabeth and 
her minifters exquifite politics, Elizabeth's re^. 
fentment againft Murray and his affociates^ 
for daring to impeach their miftrefs, without 
bringing any proofs, was kept up to the height. 

On 
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On the fixth of December, the board of com- a. 0,1563^ 
mifiioners met at Weftminfter, where they re- 
peated their proteftation, not to proceed un- 
lefs their miftrefs was heard. After this, the 
regent and his affociates were called for, and 
reprehended by the lord-keeper in the follow- 
ing terms ; « My lords, the queen's jnajefty, 
Dpon the Gonfideration had of that you call 
your eik, being an addition to your former 
anfwer, hath commanded us to fay unto you, 
that her highnefs thinketh very much and 
very ftrange^ that you " being native fubjeds 
to the queen of Scots, fliould accufe her of fo 
horrible a crime, odious both to God and man ;. 
a crime againft law and nature, whereby, if 
you fliould prove it true, flie £hould be infa- 
mous to all princes in the wprld. And there- 
fore hath willed us to fay unto you, that al- 
though you, in this doing, have forgot your 
duties of allegiance towards your fovereign, 
yet her majefty meaneth not to forget the 
love of a good lifter, and of a good neigh- 
bour and friend. What you are to anfwer to 
this we are here ready to hear/' 

This fpeech brought matters to a crifis* Mur- 
ray had now no farther excufe for not pro- 
ducing his proofs ; and on the eighth of De-^ 
cember he exhibited, before the Englifli cpm- 
miffioners, the contents of the filver-box ; but^ 
not without repeating that he had been driven 
by the violence of Mary's friends to that dif- 

agrceable 
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A.D. 1568. agreeable extremity. Mention is made of fe- 
Veraf mitings in French, in the like Roman 
hand with her letters, and avowed by Mur- 
ray and his commiffioners to be written by 
Mary, which writings were read, copied, and 
re-delivered to Murray. They next ex- 
hibited the examinations and confefiions of 
thofewio had been executed for Darnley's 
murder, and a proteft that had been entered 
by the earls of Huntley and Argyle, and the 

lord Herriesy in* the parliament held at Edin- 

• • . ' • . - » ... 

burgh on the twenty-ninth of Decenjbcr-j 15S7. 
After this, the earl of Morton figned a nar- 
rative of the manner by which hc'caoie into 
pofTeffion of the filver-box and its papers. We 
are told that thefe letters and papers werQ 
compared with letters undoubtedly written 
by Mary, and found to be the fame hand. 

Thus far appearances would bear hard upon 
the memory of Mary, had the fmalleft proof of 
the identity, or even the fimilarity, of the 
fiands, Bceii brought to convift her. Elizabeth 
and her commiffioners had all along treated 
her caufe as the moft important that had ever 
been heard in England. The eyes of all Eu- 
rope were turned towards the decifion; and 
the int^reft, as well as the honour, of Eliza- 
beth was concerned in a full expofiture of the 
evidences. I will venture to fay, that if the 
genuinenefs of the papers in queftion could 
bjive admitted of a proof, the greateft bigot in 

Mary'§ 
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Mary's caufe^ either at home or abroad, tnuft .A.p.i5«8« 
haye detefted her, and given up her defence. 
The proceeding of the Englifli commiffioners 
was the more unaccountable, as Mary again 
and again had armed her commiffioners with 
powers to declare that thofe papers were forged, 
and that ,lhe could prove them to be fo ; as 
alfo, that fome of her own fubjeds, who were 
afliflahts to her adverfaries, knew how to 
counterfeit her hand. This was an indire<fl: 
charge upon Maitland ; but ihe forbore to 
name him, becaufe he was her friend. A re- Dr, Rob«t. 
verend author fays, " that Mary's comniiffioners 
protefted againft all future proceedings, .in cafe 
Elizabeth denied their miftrefs a perfpnal in- 
terview; and that the bifliop of Rofs and 
lord Henries, before they were introduced to 
Elizabeth, in order to make this proteftation 
privately, acquainted Leicefler and Cecil, that 
as their miftrefs had, from the beginni^ig, dis- 
covered an inclination towards bringing the . 
diflFerences between herfelf and her fubjeds to 
an amicable accommodation, fo ihe was flili 
defirous, notwithftanding the regent's auda- 
cious accufation, that they fliould be termi- 
nated in that manner/' 

It might be too bold, at this diftance of time, Extmini- 
to affign any particular reafon which Mary Mtry't pro- 
might have for defiring to be perfonally heard * 
in her own vindication. She might, perhaps, 
have the fecrct vanity to think, that Ihe would 

be 
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A. D. 1568. be the beft advocate forherfelf; .and I am oi 
the fame c^inion. She might have, private 
Tcafons for believing, that being better ac- 
quainted with her own hand-writing than any 
^ther perfon, flie could beft difcover the for- 
gery of the filver-box papers. Whatever may 
lyt in thofe conjeftures, her demand was xer- 
taittly a piece of juftice due to the moft atro- 
tious criminal, and furniflied Elizabeth with 
the ready means of pronouncing her, accord- 
ing to the defence fhe made, either guilty or 
innocent. But, with due deference to the re* 
verend author above quoted, neither Mary nor 
her conimifiioners were filent on the occafion. 
"They proteftedj indeed, igainft the future 
|)r6cetedings of the cbmmiffioners, if Mary 
Was hot heard in perfon ; but that proteft was 
fehly on account of the unformality of the 
|nroceeding ; for after it was made, Mary again 
tmd again oflFered to enter into the merits of 
Ixer caufe, the iingle bbjeft of which was to 
^rove the forgery of the filver-box papers. 
This privilege was not only refufed her, but 
flie was denied even copies of the papers ex- 
hibited againft her. A letter is flill extant, 
dated the twenty-firft of December, from Eli- 
zabeth to Mary, in which the former has the 
following words. " Both in friendfhip, na- 
ture, and juftice, we are moved to cover thefe 
matters, and flay our judgment, and not to 
gather any fenfe hereof to your prejudice, be- 
fore 
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Ibro we may h«af of your dirc^ anfwdr ^^re- ^^* »5«. 
iH^td^ accofding as yo^r cdrnmiffioncrs undist^ 
fiand our- leaning to be»* which, at their re- 
^oeft, is delivered to thetoifii wryting. And 
as w9 truft they will advi£» ycw for your h&* 
nor, to agree to make anfwer, as we have men* 
tiofied theitf , fd furely we cannot but,' as 0116 
l^ince tod near cx)ilfin regarding ano^ei*, 
inoft earneftly a^ we may, iii tdi'mes' of friend** 
flap, i^cqe&re add charger you not to forbear 
from aiilwtfring. And for our part, as we are 
hartely forfy add difmayed to fiiid fuch mattdt 
of yotit charge, fo flxall we be as^ hartely glad 
and well Content to heir of fuMdent mattet 
for youif difcharge.'^ 

As^he reverend author abovementioned, and 
a late hiftopian, the two enemies of Mary's j^^,, jjume; 
memory, borne down by vulgar ptepofieffions^, 
have prefumcd' her tO' be guilty, becaufe her 
Commiffioners ^roteftcd, if a perfonal iiit^r- 
tervrew wias denied her, againft all the fiitur* 
proceedings of the commitfioners, it is of the 
titfl[K>ft importance to this queftion to esiamine 
how that fadt Teally ftands. 

Ha* Mary protefted againft all proceedingi l^l'SS. 
upon the aecufation againft her, the prfefump- - 
tion muft have- been in her disfavour i but that 
was^ far from being the cafe; fhc excepted a^ 
gainft the commiffioners, and, I think, witk • 
{great jiiftice tod digiiiity of dbarader ; but ihe 
made a dear diftiftdkm bctwcd&i the form and 
. Vol. VII. Z th« 
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A. D. 156I. the matter. She protefted^ it is trijic, againft 
the proceeditigs of the commiifiojiers ; but {he 
.was fo far from being backward in anfwering 
to the matter, that we find, evea before Ihe 
fould receive Elizabeth's letter, viz* on. the 
nineteenth of December^ fhe ent^ers as vigo- 
rpufly as Elizabeth deiired, or as her beft 
friends could wiih, upon the fubftauce of her 
4efence. " Apd to the effed (fays fhe) our 

qoiry. good fifter may underiland we are not willing 
to let their falfe invented allegations pafs over 
with filence, adhering to your former prote- 
fiations, you ihall defire the infpedion and du- 
plicates of all they have produced againft us ; 
and that we may fee the alledged .principal 
writings, ; if they have any, produced ; and 
with God's grace we ihall miake fuch anfwer 
thereto, that our innocence ihall be known to 
our good iiiler, and to all other princes." 
This was far. from, declining a trial of herin* 
libcency ; it was only . transferring it to a bar 
njore uninfluenced, and of greater authority. 
Mary's commiiHoners accordingly attended 
Elizabeth, and laid before her the very perti^^ 
nent and ilrong inflruclipns. they had received 
from their fovereign, which was, in effeft^ 
not to let the matter drop, but to transfer it 
before a na ore competent tribunal, at which 
J[h^ was ready to anfwer. Elizabeth's .reply 
was, that ihe thought diary's requefl to be 
ivcry reafonable, •* and declared herfelf to be 

very 
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ttry glad that her good lifter would make an* ^* ^' *5^«» 
ftrftft in that manner for defence of her hb- 
Jkottri and to the effeft her majefty might be 
the better advifed upon their defires, and give 
anfwer thereto, defired an extrad of the 
iaid writing to be given to her highnefs, which 
the faid commiffioners did in the morning de- 
liver/^ 

We aire now to attend the other infinuation 
alledged againft Mary by Dr. Robertfon, as if 
the private converfation between two of her 
commiffioners on the one part, and Cecil and 
Xiriceflier on the other, for an amicable compro- 
mife between her and her fubje^ls; betrayed a 
confcioufnefs of her guilt Admitting that 
fuch an application was made, I cannot fee how 
it can affed: Mary's honour or charafter. Her 
friends, ever fince flie was ^ prifoner in Eng- 
land, had conftantly advifed her not to bring 
matters to an extremity, by forcing Murray 
to produce the filver-box letters, becaufe they 
knew, whether forged or genuine, they mufk 
make a ftrong imprcffion to her prejudice.' 
Mary took their advice, and did not defire to 
bring her enemies under that dilemma. This, 
however, perhaps, may appear a bald apcJogy 
for her offer of a compromife, did we not re- 
fled that Maidand, who was the aftual forger 
of the filvcr-box papers, was now Mary's 
firm, though fecret, friend ; that he was the 
great manager of the niatch between her and- 

Z z the 
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4^ 15^ tbe duke ofNiu^felk; and thatit w^^fi in thara£ler 
£or hiia tD iuggeft tp Mar^r the expedient of a 
compromife, ' wbich^ in her fituation, fte wai^ 
<^Uged impliicitly; to : follow. But had that 
HfXit been th^' c^tfe^ it was natural £dr her to 
'^ifh that £b atrocious a charge fliould M leaft 
h^ftfyrvcd tiUihe <:ould.have a proper oppor- 
tunity of difproving it, which flie could not 
l^ve, wiiite flie was a prifoaer^ and under 
i^fe confinement Let us now obferve how 
^ery confiftept every fubfequent proceeding 
fffiS with this reprefentatioh of fads. 
Maitiand^c .-, Maidaud, in confequence of his conciliatory 
^ecorciua- fpheipe, gav^ in t plan to GecU of an accom* 
•*°°* modation bptween Mary and : her fubjefts, 

ix^hich cfitirely correfponds with that great 
Andcrf.voi. itatcfman's views. " It Should be de- 

4. part 2. 

p.140, 14T, nounc?d (fays he) in th* next parliament 
M^ that is to fit in Scotlahd, that whereas the 

queen, refled:i^g qn the troubled Aate of ber 
kingdom^ and being wearied with theexceffive 
fotigues; which the goVcmmtnt of a people 
-occafions, aijd defirous, from motherly affcc- 
tipn, to fee m her life-time her only dear fon 
^nd heir fettkd in the throne, had, in Jtdy 
^S^Tf figaed a font of dcmiflion of the crown 
in hi^ favour, that he might be inaugurated in 
the kingdom. In which good refoltition, al- 
tjhough f^ ftill doth continue, and wifheth, 
witifi isAl t^e ardour of maternal fondnefs, that 
inc m^ long. and profperoufly enjoy the fo- 

5 * vereignty, 



m 



O F 5 C O T L A N I>. 

Vfr^giity» yet left the gbod-will, whicfc was A^aisO* 
oidy meant to bis perfon, ihovld l^e extended 
£uther than ihc either then did, or now doth 
aJlow, ihe will confirue her own meanings 
which wa$9 that her fon ihould be honoured 
a&dt obeyed by all her fubje£l$ as tji^ir natu« 
zal king, and be in very deed their king ; but 
ai this> voluntary : refignation of the reids of 
glHT^mment was only made for him, fo was it 
not in tended to degrade her from the rank of 
princes; for being born to a kingdom, and 
Crowned in her cradle, ihe always refolved to 
maintain in foreign courts the dignity of a 
queen,, and be honoured as fuch by the world« 
This, however, is in no fort to derogate from 
the authority of her fon, in whofe name ihe 
willeth that the adminiftration of affairs fhall 
be cqndu^ed, thofe continuing to govern in 
the minority, whom &e and the parliament 
had appointed. Provided always, that this 
her demiilion, and her fon's being crowned^ 
&all in no fort prejudice her right to the fuc^ 
ceffion ; but that, in cafe he ihould die, (which 
God forbid) Ihe ihall then return to the pof- 
feiEon of the kingdx)m, in as ample a manner 
as if ihe bad never refigned it : for this refig- 
nation, as it was not to redound to her diiho« 
nour, fo was it only to be regarded as flowing 
from: the love of quiet, and of her fon's ad- 
vantage, and therefore was the kingdom to dc* 
ijcend to her lawful poilcrity. 
, - ' ' « This 
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Hfb>-tktt<^ikzfd fliddkl^a^dii «te>worId kpSA- 
tbinkixlg it¥<d«^vittidi& of^%ftat6 foi" &UM«s 
noi'dfmdft«f%y'patHt&M!V it#, itt tft^^iSmt 
ttewpailsMg'mittMftdHbke ffi6 had iohc^ed 
si03ha«r«iie9i&K^ fal^^s^ b^fc tHar ihtf-lbvtd 

th«y <iiie^«r^Mtereati(Kd>"tii«f Idaft thotigbt of 
€»S&ii§ofbihc'fbkt'4i ^dr dutiful bcbaviour 
t<t«sf4«iMV» -nor iiftedded to?1n«ak the baoid 
hf {vMlSf^fitiSdt add fulled? akieKnie together. 
Blit tSsUt^hlRh fdeaftd l^r inajefty, in her own' 
tinfc^ to'deiljpfe Iht ibbj^fts to pay that diity^to 
her "fon^ which GodV ordinance obligies them 
to ftft^ iief* death, fo' fhall Ihe well perceiTe, 
b^ thehr'iKihaviour, that they ilill owe herfelf, 
love, hpuonr^ and reverence, which, being 
their diit^, they will pr0fie6 to the end of 
their liWK'*' 
tnmbu' Such was the artful compromife propofed by 
J«^ erf- Maitland j but for <*vi6us reafons^ on the part 
of Elizabeth, it 'was not regarded.^ One Nel«- 
fon, who was a domeilic, lodging in Dam< 
ley's houfe on the night of the murder, wasj 
at the requeft of the earl of Murray and his 
collegues, examined as to that fa£t ; but tho* 
he appears to iiave been extremeiy willing^ to- 
•■';';''^ havq 
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haj^ tJv5 Ificy laf <^^ 

iifed tqJyc, wbil^>lbc was ?rtpBn^g»^vteife 
baiid. ; The like xmj be &id ^ tbe^ Ti^Okiniw! 
tioaoof pne.Cx;fL3^^ 

longing tp Darx^^. whid\ s^metmu ^jtchiciidjr 
moK than what I have laken notice okifkHhsti 

courfe of this hijftorjTr that .there wafl^l^vitM 
to Darnky's murder, a vioknt qvarr^ltbetwdeon: 
him apdr the queen. On the ftmitefenthrnof^ 
December, the commiffioDers met -again \rtA^ 
Hampton-Court, where they attended^ £Iizft%c 
beth's, who enjoined them to ^ f^erecy^ aacb^ 
recapitulated alUthat had been done io^ Mary V^ 
trial. This, I may venture to fay, was-ainoffcr 
infamous proceedings becaufe fecrecy Was f^l^ - 
ing the condemnation of the unhappy que^n^^^ 
^ Her majefty would, (proceeds > i&he ^ recordy^ 
indeed, be moft defirous that the queen of- 
Scots j either by her delegates,* or- in -perfonj-^ 
fliould vindicate her k^ondu^- before /uch per-^ 
fons as her majefty would fend; but tonfiderv 
ing, at-" her firft-arrivaHn England j-lhe did 
not think it confiftent with -her honour to ad-^ ;/ 

mit her into her prefenccf till juftiiSed ef tfaofe 
horrible erimes with which- common fame 
afpcrfed her; fo now^thofe crhnes^ beatigibry " 
• fnany vehement allegations and prefumtptions, ' f 
made more apparent^ (he cannot now^^^ withont ^^ 
manifeft blemiih of her own rqmtation^ in^ 

dulge 
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|iMo£%ittlic3jrJtdiDught the qaeeafs/atlfw^ yqptir 
pk>^p0tiiimti^i^^ka iiuj«ftf.^o<hi)dino£ admit 

dnrrf oxutbct iBa»]p 4irei»niptkicmi thuio ted iUi0 

W^ dutfe ffv kfirf ao^ilittal.^ 1k>i feiiddiaiBii 
#iie Qmfty^perftm^ ^r mote^ witb bervaiifiiTttfl; 
^ jiltt k in Ilef£cM tcr^ fucb^iiGyblenMSDHiMt Jm 
Vbuki die%atGhi to Iter^^or^ /hrftlT^^ to tipfM&fi 
tlMiii&ltipef^ Qc an|r oi^crtf -to lundkatift ixcr 
bifiore tdui ^XngHfli commiffiQiiers :r iM'.ibe 

feAof^r^ftcr itdbat Itad baea dkfeoy€Md1;^^|y^Jle; 
iMKJff! oiji^ob dfifxi»«d0d to have tUr ja^^m^t 

^i£an^>^ J»i owo ibemory, witk a^g^ronife, 
ItiAt i6 'h0 wobU: pi»t ii .io wrkiog^ the qawth 
iofi ho" fdorotuiiyf "would coisredi» it. ; In .tb^ 
lAcato wbtte> a^ cotiKjiiltation being ^J^ddi at 
irbicbl^ dinlse of (^Ucberauk^ tjbe £iMigA 
')«i«iiifter9> aiHl Mgpji'^' otbcc if riimds aBUkciii At 
?^ii0 agreed^ tfaitt dSbc evg^tto tnakfi nb afvfijirer 
-«o gltfab^tiir'^pmi^^ w» 
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This is the epocha on which the hiftomiis a. p. ,56s. 
Woo arb enemies to Marys memory, have tionofth« 
ixed to prove her confcious guik, as if ihe had broufht 
decliiiicd her own juftification. In this they Mvy, 
topy Cecil j who foifted into the tranfadiona 
of the commiilioners the fame allegation, by 
pretending that ihe had put an end to all fu*« 
fare conferences by certain Scottifh proteftati- 
bns (for fuch is the expreffion). Becaufe I have 
hitherto feen, under tfhe hands of twa mo^ 
dern hiftorians, no recantation of what they 
have advanced in prejudice to Mary, notwith* 
flanding all that has been brought to difprovc 
the charge againft her by Goodall, and the in* 
genious author of the Inquiry, I can have no 
Wpes that any thing fupplemental to their la- 
bours, which falls from my pen, can produc<J 
that efieft. As the defenders of Mary's me* 
mory, however, never have been refuted, and 
as felf-condemnation is, perhaps, too hard a 
talk to be complied with by men of literary 
abilities, I fliall juft obferve that they have mif- 
taken the meaning of Mary's declinature o{ 
judgment, by omitting one half of her cafe^ 
and miftating the other, Mary was now not 
only a defendant, but a plaintiff. She had dif« 
covered lights from Argyle and HuntJey, who 
3iad fent her up the declaration I have ^already 
mentioned, that enabled her to bring a direft 
-charge againft her enemies for committing the 
very murder of whkh they accufed her. She 
Vol.. VIL A a demafkded 
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A!S).ij6S. demanded to be perfooally heard in fupport of 
Hi.-r^« ^ap^fiarge ; but wKardoea ElizaljeEh fay ? No. 
tdft'^Ifluii firli "(iifeoVe "the papers thai have 
fe^'Infbug'Et.li'^aift ytia. « That. (replied 
jSiryf'f'iiffi'readf^ to dci as foon as they are 
ptodilfcedi io that (ny "M?nds and I can exa- 
IBine therti^'* "fhiV Ihdiilgence, which could 
fii^'hiVt'becn reifufed to a cottimon^felon^ was 
elfcbTed'to a fq^^reign priDCcfe,' tiifc tlftHapiy 
jliry; '■ She 6eggtd T=ven fofauplicates b?tii^ 
fQpit-si arid they too Wftre' deniied. ' I hbpe;'>tj 
cfi{^ Sibrt ftactc, lib caie is fo f^r from tiii^g 
(fSaggerated, flat' it falls fiibrt of the fiard* 
ffiipii'lie Offered; and the ftselings "Of hu!sA» 
^ifj^'tjfg ae beft advocates for htir menibfyi - 
-^''GolS'ld Mary, with coinmon juftice to hei^ 
ifb^Utr friirinds, after this, fiifle in tJie cwnef 
'0f a packed board of Elizabeth's commi^on* 
^f 'what fh^ had to fay in her Owa vliKltCit' 
lft>b,' and in atcufatioii of her enediies, Sirhich» 
^'th* new turn her affair had taken, were iB- 
ti^'ately conne£);ed ? Is tnf perfoia fo uDin- 
^itWeii in tlie'hiftdry of 0izabeth, as to be 
fekorint, thafthc greateft fubjea flie had *a3 
4taiy tiie moft ilhrftrioiis flaVe of her wiH ; 
i/ad'Smt Whatever Ak* dilated, or Cecil "wrote, 
«W» a ?W t& hiiri ? 'We can- have no fl^ngfir 
^bicrf^-of t^is, than- the procee^hg -' S^ainft 
teary, fei'^tfec^fliicfcof cbinmon-^nfe, hf EHza- 
'fckfih'ii 'c6ritoiffi6iieft'-tei%;efij6fittd,"aod '<A' 
ifirviiSJrj-ftd^fy^i iastttif'^-that Tcqultt* the 
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moft extenfiye publicatioq. ^' Mary'? ^fipeE(U8< A.o.t5»fc 
put into Elizabeth's hands a.i^undfe of ,jjapers^ 
which they Taid were of (ler writing, ,fii^4 
which Mary totally denie^ Elizabeth, .^ 
ftead of trying the fa<ft, reojits thofis ^^R?^ 
to her counfellors; but enjoin* them fca^fjt,- 
and orders that cone of Mary!s camm^onc;^ 
f K.-teift^'' fl^"¥ l'^ prefcnt,. while they y^e^ 
1^^^^ ^^U^ jher undoubted hand-writi^ 
■^hei^iftpftjavp^ed of M*ry!s enemies may. h? 
c^llj^ upon ttjt ,de|ay this to be the xake4i fa^ 
^^g^., bring a j&Dgle argument founded. on 
*!SSl^X» lj^^*?'rt; 0^ '^* ufagea of the Hw,.tif 
vindicate fijch a procedure. «« It is evidea^ 
(&E8 J)r. Kobertfbo) from the ddays, the. ova- • 
fiOQs^ a^id fubterfvges, to which both q^ee^ 
b;^. recourfe by turns, that Mary avoided, 
ud Elizabeth did not delire to make an.y fii^ 
^tj^ogrefs ia the inquiry." This is an -j^ 
.{LVtation the more cruel upon Mity'i-.jnt^f- 
tiotyf as it ia introduced with .an aii: of t^fir 
dour and impartiality. Perhaps it woi^lc^;;^^ 
trefs Che isventipn of the . ableft. cafuift, t(^ i^ 
(over what Mary could do mora thaa^&>^^ 
to make, a further progreis. in the-jn^ajf^. 
JDid &e not declare, in thftmorfi expr^ft t^^^ 
that the papers, on Which the charge^^ agi^o^ 
her were founded, were forgeries ? pidi^. |»qit 
then lye upon her enemies, to prove,, tli3t.t^(7 
were not ? Had they ,n(^ J^eqn. i^rgpries, .,f0 
WOt&ch a proof eafy, confidering the many 
A a 2 genuine 
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/^BiWjivdhioj were vthtrfi odoAmiiffiotters)?* Cdn^ there 

0» ^-4oiibt tthafc-^ilMoQioid bold a«»doitio£kaf): 

>ainongit&l:m'trembtediat^th6ifi^oii^ o^^Bticia- 

■betib^TWhen' werJook-'^a th^fiate*pap*rs p£ 

^ber^^fljiifef^tiallf thotd' drawn : i;^iby;<t;edil, 

-«w-^ fldd>thertt'itf) b^» fo- ftiany di(ftat^ii^felM)f 

^.j^t«h!flbllity^ and \v*eA' that fail^^ of^p^Fjrifekity ; 

ibtit' difpdfed in fticb a = Manii^r^ thafi !t here is 

'-iib -^ril^aking her pleafure. Had fhe ordered 

t&fe iSHrit-box (and I am not {me whetMr^that 

^^^nbtrtbe cafe) to be placed upbrt»t%*^ table, 

^imd hertommi£Boners not to look inro'lti'but 

^^to'-btelicve, upon her royal word, that^the^ JJa- 

'*pers^ ifr cointained were all written^ 'bjr'Mary, 

ritme of therti would have hefitated^in'mak- 

' ijngr thfe very fame report they did;' nor do I 

^'believe that a fingle paper there was toll^ed 

'Didth^her own hand-^writing ; buttbatVHDQ'the 

^ tbft<raf y, her commiffioners formed -ti^eir re- 

'Jjto^t frota what fhe and Cecil wer^**pl^fed to 

-f^l them. » - ' ill- 

Mrtteuitriy =' > I'have in the preceding part of tbisihi&ory, 

Mf«A. ^IhopQ^ sliifw<ered or admitted pf th^ ^Mriocipal 

'* files' brocfght againft Mary by«Dr»' Robertfon, 

^^teKtf^pling -thofe whioh hte borro'fcs fetwcn the 

»»<ittth6ri-bf'Melvil?s MfemoipSy-a'.b^ok which. I 

- *|<4v0 ptdVied ^b^hc ^fpnriai# '-j[)\iblic2^<liiij nor 
* >^ can 
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&iH«®?'vibI«itevwto^ cvOTytpri]w:jiplie.ofiibiftoMcal 

dXDdntito) Bofekwotlf :wbile ihi^ wasoai^paibmerin 

:;ili4>chle«ca, iCcia, if MpofiiWe^ of ftrill lefe au- 

tbdrity. ■ Hk)had aot Mfeea<her ; : he. bad iuoac^)- 

) V9H^n\tyst& fcdow: ier ientim^n ta itha toefc >4ll 

.iftfisfjiid fppjoi thpfe wbi)..deharre4 hipf|/^<:>in-;ip- 

"^frpac^iflgt h^r >perfon,;an4 w]ipf§ iilJsfeftAit 

. <jOQfeq]aent}y .yf^§ , tp ab^fe hiqqt, |?yi ■ dgfawiijig 

/J^er^ ,TfeeidQiapr,jfurelyi.knew tl)»t ^ :ci|:cem- 

; fiance; and if he did, was it fair tp ^^ke tj^e 

fpjllo.wing^ infe^rence ? , 5 " From thi3 Ipngi cpu- 

. jp^Fation. pf , ci^cimiftances, we may, without 

* violence, draw the following conclufion* H^d 

Mary really been acceffary^ to . the mui;'d^erjof 

her hufband ; had Bothwell perpetrated ^c 

Qflm^ with her confent, or at her comrnisfi^; 

and :had £he intended to iiifle the eyidgocc 

againft him, and to prevent the difcoveryvjof 

his guilt, £he could fcarce have taken wy 

other, ftep3 than thofe &e tpok, nor coulql her 

cojaduck have been more repugnant to all ihe 

maxims of prudence and decency.'' > J ihall 

make no farther. remark upon this quotation, , 

which I have produced as a pregnant fp^imen 

of: the manner in which Mgry'3 caufe .has bfien 

bandied, than to obferye^ ,tha,t candour QUght 

. tOj have fuppreffed iti unlefs ;it,,had :.l?fifn 

fouiid^ qn fadsi i vfhicji ^,fQ^i|f?fl^d|yj it^; ^z% 

not. 
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A^f^'ij^ D(lt. The fame may be faid of the confefiloo 
df l^iciiolas Hubert, who, in the -writings of 
that dgc," is called Trench Paris, only that I 
chlhk the mention of that paper is brought in 
*ith a ftiil worfe grace than that of Melvil'a 
Memoirs, or Throgmorton's letter, becaufe it 
li^oundl deep»r, and the impreffion cotJ&T 
quently is not fo eafy to be crafcd. It there-; 
fofe becomes me to avail rayfclf of the lights 
fumifhed me by my friend, the author of the 
' l^-J^l, Inquiry, -which 1 have fo often mentioBcdj 
■*" and to hold up this boaftcd evidence to t^t; 

pVfb\it vityr. _. I t 

1 have already mentioned!, that four o£ Boi^, 
wiirs fervants, Dalgleifh, Hay, Hepburn, an;4 
ffiwrie, -were tried and executed as aceeflariCil 
id Datoley's murder. I am forry to obfcrve, 
tjlat the late hiftorjans of that period have 
fpoten with fo little precifion, to call it no 
"Vrifrfc, of the confeffions left by thofc crimi-. 
ills." '^''T!fc*eir cpnfeffipns (fays Dr. KRbfrtfon) 
I^t!^glit to li^ht niaAj circuatftances reUtive 
f^ihe iA^^nner of iCommittiDg that, barb^^iis 
ftmiV^^t they were perfons o^ a low iraDk,. 
iMfeeiti'not to have been admitted into the 
felHtV'ot'^tfcili' conlpiracy." Is this a fair fiate. 
6l |dj^_<^i^r la ifwriting with a warmth that 
dHn^H ■ innpcence ought to infpire ? Ought 
ii^ tte. doSo^ to have informed his readers, 
tVit^' liinttee'n of i|he firfl peers, of the klng- 
Atftt, WV tliefti the profeft enemies "of 
■ Mary, 
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Manr»^ upon tH? flrft .prefumption «\f hcf gtt^t, fiP'*** 
^fb|ffiops'^'_!indcf^I}t abbots, on tb^j^wjj'f^ 
4t Swtti^r; i5j58,,jn th|eir ij)ftn:aiqi^s its^ 
^^ ^ M^'s comni^Hiqners, mentjoDing 

fC iSHy^ Corivffl?, ^nd (he crime for wfeij^ 
^ WerecT,' add, "that ttey declared « .^ 
WPWtJie <j^"^Eenj their fpvereign, fp be janft^ 
cepftbereof,**,' In like manner, Lefley bi£bpp of 
lS^»)^ deffe'iic^ of liie mifirefs's honour, in | 
^ic^Sp'sipi a^Srejetl'to Mprray ind ms friends, 
^Z"^' We^^ijan: t^U you, that John ijay of teAei^ 
d^f!fii^J"t)iat ?oWrie; thst Dalgleia, 4nd T^'^ 
Qinol'afi^tKat Paris, all being put to d^at^i 
for this criipe, too)? God to record, at ^"hi 
dmiw'^t&eir deatbi that this murder was/by 
jollr^*S)^i»fel'» invention, and drift, committed ( 
'ft%t?^6> 'declared, that ttey never knew phe 
qqfiJnitS fee participant or aware thereof." .. 
' 'A^t^iihgt as I readily do* that Leiliy wt^ 
vibletit^aifld bv^-reaJoUs in the fciyjw of bii' 
ftiiftrefs,' yet the perfons to whojn l»Ra4drf#B^ 
minfelf in the above paragraph, were of. vcay 
oppdfite charadlers ; and as. the charge/ wai. 
madii? " ih" their life-time, they undtmbtcdlT 
WdO^S haVe refuted it^ had it beep falfe.'^ '^e. ■ 
doftpr fayS, "that HpberVs depoiitijpnj '»xp^ y(t» • 
mai-kabfe for a Cmplicity and naiy^tCk^ ?'^'^ 
it is almofi impoilible 'to imitate." ^,Witl^w^|^ 
conteaipt WQuld he ha'^e treate^^uch^ap asr 
gumcnt, had it been"iji,rgecrm favourpf Maryi 

be 
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A. D. 1568. be acknowledged, that his depofitions contain 
fome improbable circumftances. He feems to 
have been a foolifli talkative fellow j the fear 
of death ; the violence of torture ; and the 
defire of ► pleafing thofe, in whofe power he 
was, tempted him, perhaps^ to feign ibme cir- 
cumftstoces, and to exaggerate others. -To fay 
that fom^'circumftances in an affidavit are im'' 
probable or falfc, is very different from faying 
that thef whole is forged." This is a dodrine 
• '' whichl* believe never before appeared* in the 
laws of ■ evidence. If a depoiition or confef- 
fion reftii foldy upon the credibility of its- au- 
thor, ia What land can that court of joftice 
cxift, who will not rejeft the whole, if they 
find, any 'part of it to be falfc ? Does not a 
fingle prevarication every day quafli the moft 
plauflblc evidences ? How ought it to operate 
in this' cafe, when the party, as the. dodor 
himfelf admits, was influenced by the fear of 
death, and the violence of torture? And I can 
almoft venture to fay, that no evidence ob- 
tained under the fear of torture ought to be 
admiffible. 
Cafes of Had Mary's enemies laeen confcious that 

and Httbat; thofe papers were genuine, they were pdffeffed 
of the means of coming^ at the moft corrobo- 
rating 'profofs of her guifti without depending 
fixlgly 5h their owtf affirmation, that they 
were of her writing/ ^Dilgleifh, on whbm the 

box was found, was feize4 on the twentieth of 

• ■ 1 .. ■ I - » 

June, 
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Jnnef 1567^ fij^ days after he was examined; A«i>*x56i« 
aod -a GQpy>:Of hia examination^ atteiied by- 
Sir Jplitf Balitnodeoy is fiill extant. . Was it not 
natural Ifor Morton, who had then the bo:! 
and its contentir in his cuftodyi to have ob- 
tained allvths tights he could concerning it» 
eQsBciaiHy as the parties were prefent, and. on 
the dTpot^ to have corroborated, or confronted 
the oriminal i^ !bIot « word^ however, relating 
to the box,, or Che papers, is to be- {^ifa in 
Dalgleiih^s; examination; nor was; Dalg^eiik 
execnt^ for fix mouths after. Is nofe the omi£^ 
lion of fo material an evidence, a. ftrong proof 
that the papers were not then in being, but 
manufa£tu9ed afterwards i When Murray men«» 
tjonsd tbeoY in the council and the parliament^ . 
in- the manner we have already feen,- why Was 
not l>algleiih then produced to confif m Mor^ 
tonV ftory, and to leave the fad without t, 
doubt i What is ftill more extraordinary, Fa^ 
ris was alive at the time when the comtnif^. 
fioi^ wtis fitting in England ; but he was kept g^^ q^^. 
in a^ifoQ belonging to the regent, at St. An- ^dt^jLi'. 
drew^s, under the daily, dreadful, apptehen*. i"^'y- 
iiottof: torture and death. What credilt is: to 
be 'given to the teftimony of a hair-brained^ 
low-bred. Frenchman under fuch circumflances, 
efpedally as his confeffion (for it is pr;eten<^ed 
he made two) that moft afieds Mary, juK f ull of 
inconfiftencks and improbabilities i . ■ 



I I 
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4;^'^^ . DuringthefH-pcef&^ttheJtioardofcominlffiod*. 

S^ ""^ j^a^iQD, figned by ,jtljf. regent, the carl of- 
"^'oV^* Mortoa,|tlie hiflippjpf Oi;kiicyi: lor4jLind&y, 
nhtii and.^th^ abbot .of^ Diunfermling, .affirmiBga 
upon ^ketr .honoursVa^ j,con^ck;iC£Sj!}that;-th« 
jlyeir-^x .papers, alj. bjit,«»iie witteii' .Ijy the 
^earlc^'Hv^iitJey, .93n<^^^p^.by Mjuy,fiwerc of 
h^'^i^rltyig. Tlie.refieiyi]jg;focK a^^cfilaration 
fro^pejfpng, who, i^.j,on|j..(enfc»^^»l^ profe- 
cjjtprs^ and, ,in, anot^ir,<.pftftif» acpufc4 of ■ 
tie^cf^ crime. w^tii,jiyh|cii .tb,«y chargp^Mary, 
wa^S MftaiDly a,.y^j.,^:^ttaordinacy. nrpceed- 
ing; bj^^ nof:withftapding >;^? ^a^^^ig; .jCemon- 
jtrance^ pjcrented 'agaipil, this, sSijd ;-<dl the 
other afls of Elizabeth and, her commifltpners, 
no regard was had to Mary's. (^iBplaints.;. and 
her guilt was, taken as confeff«J» .ilgpn, -tto .af- 
firmation of her grofejled enemies. Upon the 
arrival of -Hi^ntley and Argyle*s deotaratioQ ^ 
liopdob, .which,I havQ (o pftegjpentiDijiAd, the 
earl' ot "Murray gave ip. the, fpilp^^iig, jtfifwerj 
. V ''^^Becaufe. the. cuftom of iny ^^^^^ies, is, 
ainll has been, rather tQ, calumniate and back- 
Bife-Die in my abfcnM,|tnan before ,»y-,, face; 

and namely W.jKStfJjjiftHtijj/paef^fj Jf/;^a M 
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the queen's (Elizabeth) majcfty, the cffeft of A^aijes. 
the whole imrpofes, Ijjbkert in my andicncc at 
the fifide fime, finceriiy ^hd truly;, is'l v^ai 
aaifwer W"' Almighty God, iincoriicealiiig any 
part ttf'tey remembi^ce,' as het highnefs I 
traft* wiU'^itpbrt. Aifd' farther, in cife aiiy 
maniK^ilFlly and" affiro^; thkt ever I was pre* 
fcnt^ ^hcii^iiiy ptirpofts wbft hdldcn at tJraig* 
millcr'ih^iny atiaiOfC^j't^etodirtg to any unlawj- 
ftrl or aaKondurablc-'ena; or that tydt't'f^^ 
♦ fcribctf'atfy bond tbife, or that aiiy jj^iirpofe 
was holdfen cbncerhing' the fu1)fcrit)rhg or any 
bond Hyi me; to my ktowlcdge, I avow they 
fpeak%id^edly and untruly, which I wflj maiiii- 
tain sig^iitid^hem, as becbines ap hojtieft m^n^ 
to the" ^d of my life.'^^ 1 own, indee:d,~ that at 
Edlnbtifgh, ' in Oaober 1568, 1 fignedjjl^^onci 
with the'earls of Huntley, Argyle, and BottiT 
well; but that was in token of Qurreconci* 
Hatio'iiri "^ Tir this too "I "was x:bnftrairied': for. 
without it, I could bob have been adjtAitjtecl to 
the'q'ii^etf^ prefehce, nor haVe hadany; fljfw 
of hcF^itevotir. And nb bther bond wa's j^ver 



foto^^dieils V tmt irtSffficr hitff pcrlwiS6nh"ii6i 

riaa'iiBt CccH atteifeaittiis papei^tb^c M Thep«. 
rayS^^iARrcr to Huntley and Argyl<fs "'a^'cla- SfX*' 

B b 2 ration, ^'^ 
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A, b. 1568. ratioil, and 'battered it lipoh the bslck df'its 
copy, we might haVe juftly ftfpeSed that it 
related* lb fome other affair, as the twa hoble- 
kncn liad not tharg*d iJim with enterifig in4o 
Siiy bonds at Graigmlllcr. But, uifafft, Ar- 
gyle 'and itntitlcy's charge was full, diir^, 
ind i:ii[*cuniftantia1, 'againft Murray and his 
iffociati!^, while his in(wer is gehetal, weak, 
^hd cvafive. By thiis^ timfe, how¥ver/thc itegcnt 
grew appreh^fivc of the codfequeaces of' 
\vhat' lad' pzffed ; and Elizabeth wai fenfiblc 
of the notorious irijttftice that had been done 
to Mary, whofe confidence in ' the jtiftice of 
Tier caiife, grew daily riiore ftrorig/ It was, 
therefore, tinie to pnt an end to thceomtilff- 
febn, upon pretence that Mary's ' fcomniiffion- 
ers had declined proceeding. " Tfierrfore, 
(fays Cecil, in a mintte, which is ftiH extant, 
tindeir his hand) if the faid biftop and his 
colleagues had hot (as it is fuppofed) diffolved 
llieir comriiiflion by^ Scottife- proteftations, 
whereby they have" not, as it is thought, now 
any authority to make anfwer thfereto; they 
*:|h6urd'bc made privy to the faid evidences and 
jproofs, whereby her majefty mtght have of 
them fome good anfwer, to the acquittal of 
the' queen of Scots, her good fitter, which 
her majcfty would be gfed might be iccom- 
pliflied.'' The manner in which this paflage is 
worded, is fo remarkably cautious and indc- 

r 

cifivd,' thai it fully indicates the. difficulties of 
- the 
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the author upon the fttl^e^ If EUzabe&and a.&.x^ 
her commiffioaers were iatisfijed tbajt the fi!* 
lFer*box papers were of Mary's hand-writing, 
hi what^^fltnner could ihe latter m^ke any 
goodr^idfwer, £[> as to be acquUtedt and thereby 
&di#y filifsabeth ?. or can the moft viruleiM: of 
Mary^fl r^nemies^ fhew 4 rcafon, even if her com- 
miffionfir^-had refuied to proceed^ (which was 
Bet^€.^afe) why they • might not have; been 
indulged: with a fight^ and copy, of the pi« 
pers changed againft «her? This obje^ion. was 
fo firong) that Elizabeth; refolved tp jmt it 
^en out of her own power toanfwerit; for 
i few • days after the letters were produced, 
fte <t>nf6nted that Murray and his alTpciates 
flumld return to Scotland with the filver-box, 
and all its contents. This happened at ai time 
when Mary was preparing to make a vigorous 
defence of her conduft, had Jhe been admitted 
, to a fair hearing. The declaration of the earls 
of Huntley and Argyle contain no more than 
the fubftance of their own information to the 
biihop of Rofs; and which having, been re- 
duced by him to the form of a declaration, 
and tranfmitted to them by Mary, was by 
them returned. Mary intended to have pro- 
duced this declaration in. her defence, and was 
aftonilhed when Ihe heard that her accufers 
had obtained leave to return to Scotland.,, She 
wrote to Elizabeth on the twelfth of January, 
coraplainiug, that her accuf<?r8 vfere ijillowj^d to 

depart 
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^i^TfS79- depart the ifealxn, <<, not abiding to; hear the de« 
fence pf her innopence^ nor, th^t^ trial and 
proof pf th^ir d^e^oioi^ which wftSr .offered to 
prove them guilty . of the fame jci!ii!|4t?f<; Was 
this the iiinguag?^.^€^;guiU, i^^k^jjUiifigt^^to. be-^ 
tne4/ AU .the a?%efv&e gipt-wftSjTiifttiitberc- 
gehtiiad promifed to return when called iocV' 

lords Her- tJus 6cqa^ W*? ^j^riRjjofettt fuch/^ miKcated \ 

VMS Slid ' ' f •'. ' -. .• 

liadftj, tlj^e^^to^^fe^j ij[^teriy^yyo4Mi9fedtiQ&i»r\inn 

ceRc^^^^j^- fpufl^ h9w^i5T,n«dwgwiedgDiaith*t 

^^f^l?ff^^^ *^ * fait J trialp:^ iica«^ 

ndij^ Q^ntwhat ^vidsn^j^urrayicouid^have ' 
^eii/toj^^i^cd p vEj|afnley?§ lentdieEa:? But 
llca^npt^help thixU^ 'that foaie/Vn^- 
VQ^d^e circumft^nces wpuld have . appeared ' 
ag^ft.hiiQ ; tho' I dp not imagine that ftftjfjr ^ 
and. her cpmmiilipners thought ^ they^ could: 
bring ^aii^fl: hhn any direift proof of thefaft. 
Th^.^p.r4, jjerrics was Y^ry ftrong on thi^headj 
aiu^^l^e iq fuch open terms againft^^^he-te-' 
g^t 9^^ ^Sf a^p(;iati5$y.ithat he xeceived the; 
foijpM^^^fhsdlenge irpin: • the lord . JLindfay, 
th5.^p^g^p^j(>£; Aj^hich remains in the iibrai?y of 
th£^Qt5f;[hj5^1eg^.^tl?ajfift. ; . ,;::.i :-:. ^ : 

« i/>v/^, ^cmm^ i : ABi-infoFrmed tiat ^you 
^^Sttfit^te* ^9iA '^6kincd5>that my terd r^ • 
ge|it'^^jgrac;f^ and.jhi^ qcnixaipany^hene^ifsitefdntji'^^ 
wtj^.ffi^p^ of theabatainialile mnrder of thi^ 
kingy, 9Sf fpy^^^is^ iQiNd's father^ if jyoti^h^r 
fo fj;v?tifp^vyi9S ihi^^fc f;^id^ untnilyf vaial^ld^J?T«i|l- 

^. lied 
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:UeA "in yotir throat, which I will maintain, a,p.»s69» 
Qod wtOitigy: againft yoii, as becomes me of 
bbnour7a]id^dtit7. Heriupbh t defire your an- 
fwcri Stihferibed" with my hand at Kingfton, 
the tmcj£t^f4tci(md of D^cefmber, i ^dS.'* 
^^SPb^aafwer^^retunifd't^ Hemes ' was a« ■ 

ff Jbmnb/Iiflid&y^ I fepvt fcen a Writing of 
yOiin.f&e 4rweDly^oiid of Dfecetnb^r, " and -- 
therdayxiiiiderftahd^ y^ irifbrnied that I 

hay^lMd^iwd aflSftiifed ih^^^ earl of Murray;: 
whom iyQtf call your jtgblity ^iid his coi^i^any 
anr goiby of ' the quecnV hufband^s flktigliteiv 
fatht^ tGPi^oUr [i^Hhce; and if I faidi it ihit I licdi ,. 
ia ibyr.thitKU;, which you ^11 maintain againft 
me^ as became you- of your honour and duty. 
Ins^^ieftthey have accufed the queen's ixia«^ 
jeftyi mine and your native fovereign, df that^^ 
foulxrimeVfory by the duly thdt ^bcfd ftrb;'^ 
jefls oiight^ or ever ha$ been feeh to have djonje 
to. their native fovereign/ I have faid tHfcrt is ^ 
inr that company, prefeht with the eatl .df^} 
Murray^^ guflty of that abominable trealbii, iii'^' 
the foreknowledge, there to. That yon'^iipiiyif^' ^ 
to it, lord Lindfay, I know not:; and^ilf '^oii 
will fey. that thave 'fpecially fpoken of you^ 
you liitd in your throat, and that I wiH'^eiFcii^'' 
as^y^hononr-and duty becomes me. * But T^ 
wouki jgmy.>o£ the principals that was thet*e^u^\'^ 
fcribc the Jike writmg you have fcmt to mfe;^'' 
and lihallLpointiiim forth, ahd fight with^k'ii^'' 
^ ^-1 ^ of 
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A.D,i56^ of the traitors ^eFcin^ for mcfUQi k is that 
tcaitors ihoukl pay lor their ew» .treafon. 
I.oadon» twenty-d»u«^ o£ jpccemb^,. ,t s^ 

Ttot out This waa ,a vc^, jOaia, ^^^jgaM^y , j^^:^ th^ 

mciKia^or of Kilwianipgi appesuf^ , >c^^ 
IfaryVitopwiffi^iievs^ to tcottf^ont; t}^ n^ant^ 

loqpMF. MW^ted the hoardj tMi mioj^; ikm 
vmkjfi9pl^ kiM>wIe4g€^ thoy copid cha)^j|C)f e 
«i tiM!thre«fi<»dsa9:boiQg guilty ofiJ^iilieyV 
VlUFdWi .Uvt^ey wged at;tji« iktf^ tia^ifhat 
Qtik^ti 9^&)lc^ whom they were riQady to 
^^dtt^e^ on the part of their miftr^ft) qpu^ht 
aft»ft Ui^m» As the charges of lordjUerrics 
wam fttiar particular^ that he reftriSed^it to 
fack of Ifturcay's friends as were then with 
Um in J^glaod, it was ^ undoubtedly incunn 
bait upoa Maitland, Macgill^ and others of 
that fiamp) to have exculpated themfelveis in 
the maoiwr the three lords had done. Their 
not doing it gare the public of England, very 
finrourahleimpreilions of Mary's cauieyefpccially 
as Maitland now every where publiihed» that 
it was no unufual thing about her court tq 
comterfeit htt hand* 

■i At this» time^ no mention was made, of th^ 

»■-.•■..•. 

SlvttAxOL letters ; audi fb^ little ibefe was laid 
iipon them^ that Cecil, .ja a . memorial: which 
hedrow tip concerning the flate qf England* 

. -- with 
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^th the greateft art andaffiduity fays, that a. a 1568. 
^ TlM faoke of her (Mary'is) murdering of her 
hufiK^ld will by time vaniffa away, or will be 
fo bf defence bandied as it ihall be no great 
Mock in ber way to atchieve her putpbfes/' 
What defence Mary tfet)tdd have niade, had (he 
beed adnlitted to a hearing, may be gathered 
from^Lellijra printed vindication of hef coh^ 
dwft, and £tom the two later writert who ?2finqurry 
bavfc undertaken her defence. I have already 
ofetfervtid, that it appears from no evidence, bttt 
thc^ reports of her declared enemies^ that the 
identity of her hand was ever proved ; for if it 
had, there could be no doubt as to her crimi* 
naKty. Vfith regard to the forgery. Dr. Ro- 
bertfoh is of opinion, *« That when a paper !s 
fbrged with a particular intention, the eager*^ 
nefi of the forger always prompts him to avoid 
all doubts and uncertainties, and to be as tx^ 
plicit as poffible." This (he fays) vi^as ilot 
the cafe with regard to the filver-box letters; 
and he confirms his obfefVatioh from ** the 
paflages foifted into ancieiit authors by heretics 
in difierent ages ; the legendary miracles of thft 
Romifh faints ; the fuppofititious deedsiir their 
own favour produced by monaferies;- and the 
falfe charters of homage,^ ^^ No nwbclta 
(continu'es fie) feems to be more ccrtaih than? 
this, that a forger is often apt td prove tdtf 
nmcai, but feldom falls into the en*t <if pfbt* 
ing tdo iitdc.'^ ' • :; ''■•^■— '^ v.-^.:^-.. 
TbL.Vn. Cc lam 
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A. D. 1569. I am fo far from agreeing with my fricifj 
fwuponDr. thc author of the Inquiry, in the complimfentsf 
hd^p^ys the dod:or On thiis obferv2ition» that 1 
tibiaky when applieol to the prefent cafe,, it fpb- 
ctficaHy d^roys his argumtnts, hei^pfe ii 
lays no more than that Mui»ray^ party, \i4ich 
Goniifted of fome ef the; moft fubtle heads in 
Europe at that ti^me, avoided the rock on 
whjich the forgeries of ^nd^efnt, but barbafotrs^ 
timies had tpTiU Are fuch men as Morton^ 
Klait^and, .Macgili, Woodf and . Buchanan, to 
bpoPUtjUpon a level with thofe forgers of for- 
Sjpr . days, (Harding in particular) who in 
€y§ry pther rd|)ea were weak men, and gene* 
nlly impelled to what they did by motives of 
2eal, ign^ance, iand enthufiafm ? Might not 
the fam^ fagacity which fuggefied theot^er^ 
Vatiori to the doftor, have ftiggeftcd it ttt 
[J^Qi^tonjaiijd Maitland, wjio was^if ever man 
W.aii).lldi\pfi to his own refineihents ? It is cer- 
taiQ itha^t l^izia^thv was far from confidpring 
thiefc.fpecio9S dpf]pd:s^ mentioned by the dodor, 
iniihc^Ugbt h^ .does;, and from \C^hat we have 
q]»oti^d abovi5>: . C^cil v certainly thought . they 
WftuSd operate JQ J^ary's acquittal. Xhjc do^QT 
|yroceeds,tQi.fay,rtha.t *^^here are^J[pf |Mary's 
gKii(t) ;onlj!^*imperfea hints, oK^g^ ip tipjatir 
ea^ iu^ d^ ^xpi^iHQns in tl^e^^tter^ .y;^^ 
liprtwver QftftvisLcing §yid?pce5 ^hjjy-'^mghl^^^^^ 
mflfc>ifc,/oU»d. in^ real Je^^rSf^ijb^ p£ j:efejijLr 
blftn<¥ to that glare aqdi^erfluity of evidence 

which 
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which forgerks commonly contain. All the a. p. 1569. 
fdvQOttes for Mary's innocence^ in her own 
9gC| contend^ that there is nothing in the let- 
ters ^hich can ferve as a proof of her guilts 
l^cf^ Kickwood,TPurner,^nd others,/ahpun4 
iifith paflages to this purpofe; nor are the fen? 
^psKsts of thofe in the prefent agc^ different,'^ 
Here I muft differ from the doctor in two 

points, and one of them a matt^^f fad. Had 

'■»•■- •* 

Idary been tried before a Itfgal jury, legul 
proofs might have been £xpeS:ed; but the 
tn^h^is, Elizabeth and her commiffidners never^ 
pteteQded to try her, but to receive the evi*- 
4ence9 againft her; and Eiizabeth, early ii}[^ 
tbo prpceedipgs^ of the commiffibn, declared^ 
that if Ihe received fuch proofs as fatisfied her 
of Mary's guilt, ihe never would fqffer her to 
be reftored to her throne. Murray and hit 
friends therefore were under no neceflity of 
{:arrying their forgeries farther, than to bring 
before Elizabeth fuch evidences as, though 
not legal, were convincing; and no man of 
C^u^dour (if he can fuppofe thofe tetters to be 
genuine) can doubt of her guilt, though the 
evidence is not carried on to an abfolute charge 
of her being an adual perpetrator of the mur« 
der. I muft therefore be of opinion, that if 
Mary's friends refted her vindication not upoii 
the forgery, but upon a defed of legal en^ 
dence againfi her arifing from thdt fcn-gery^ 
tiiey betrayed her c^ule. The ne^t oi^fitei^'ig 

C c 2 which 




,j6 THE HISTORY 

A. D. i5<9. wlildK I^^ftt'ff^nf^ tbe doaor iSj -that vrhat* 

ifA%aJK«,'- it^ dde^Vdt at air^^ait^'diit 
i^t^d )iis' "fliro^ fort^ of th^fi^girfii^ 
^e*-'^a|ic!ri^'t6 entttncb' Jfaimfelf btliSt^ iSst 
ViSk^ef^wbf kheiT-aat amoubfing^itfetol^ 
^^Sftfldel'^^^^egal pi<o6f< But Cbif Wffiq4>fii&r 

M«,'. «!- ^*^%*rff ^ aHiffitis-^rhile in th* tofii^l^^^r 

SwJi'.r* ^lfiii^.""^i*-*ai**^*efld^ iit Bdi«5«wa«», 

^f f ^fl<Pii, %itfi afe T6i«^Serdop, '^«KftSflfy 
^.%^^J^sabeth of whatever caiggjtq^ jfheir 
knowledge concerning Mary's , afii^r^.fii<fFiie 

at Bolton-caftle, and had given Mary ifiMh^- 
'^Mfeo^t jcohcernxiig the dcfpbiiifeffcy'^of all 

ver-box papers, aS hiacf'lMlt too tAvtclP leJfeVtlfcfd 
the iinhap|by.j>ri9C0fs,, anq thrown hear pffi Iter 
guard. She made fio fecret of her ' TCfentinent 
at Eliza oeltn^ c6hdif6tj and was <;Ic^^jlia)t l|er 

^efdiSO S'm atd be CttOi a» mtift acquk^ her in the 
eyes of the yjfjf^i^^^ Perhaps iheeVeh was in- 

^¥9dn4bfBP Iffoti^^^e^ iislfiar fome {nu^ioslttrs of 

^^S'^^hkh^'^e received -iriM» wScroop^^oiid 
would be aUe to overwhelm her ac<^erS[oiBkh 
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yi^lt proceedings relating to tha letters ea« a. d. 1569. 
IBM|if:.4quaflied, but in fuch a aunoer 23. flipuld 
^bj^I^fftrf from refenting wh^itt ^dpa|Ei^ 
Aibf^^^rt^cr iince the arrival oi^ the t^op 
^ li^llrl^t her court, applied herfejf to.bi^ 
ini^^dkir, which feems to have ,beent^v^pi^« 
Sbfc|IP!liQi^c>ded him, not only . for, his hq^^j^ 
«nd attachnient to his miilrefs, i^ B^kb |)uvs ^at^ 
.M|ie9na9|L-.dqxterity^.io^ hufinefsf: ^aod .ih^ioil 



«S»^pjiWtuKity: of recQmmoiwj^ngj^liim t^rSi/y>f^ ^ ' Sv ^ 

.ffldjt <^ J^efley the def{»cp, wfei^nl^i^ 
hafvefVfAdci a^d the .reader f^. in t)|ef^f|9te^4p 

"•^*^i:xti4ia^ but of a writing given to tifqttiJciA^fikJ^ 
^ikiilbifliQpitfjIiofsy December i S, i ^68." . ♦ :• > r • '; f \n ^ i jI 
-Tr -^JftjOBO^^y^ tbrongh fundry promifes, and i]fw»v»g -a iu« 
m>m Sedbune, after her coming out of Lochlieviii me au&e^to 
--tliedtolrt.t'H-f-'-' ■•:'.. ■■'vjr'-ffl u 

', ,^ *r nAyt^ j^giftnjng of t^e coftferenc^ ^t Y<^}^^ t|ic auo^^ 
comxmiuoners did make offei's toliave feconciHadbn^niaae; ^' ~ 
' '3:' Siting iiot the queenV lAajeftyy naiT hei''%ittitteos^ilM§e 
t^l^^l^f paicifitomsOQea.!^ .^ ^,r 

4|.. The queen's enemies put the aue^n^s majefty vi fcsu: or ^he 
tjfieoiof feiots ilHance With Pranci%Ber*id(^i^^^^ 'TC* .H** 
• .. 5* Tht^ qupett> flibie^s fear alrofige, fj^*.^ ^ , ,» ^ > t^ j ; ^ ^ , 

queen's ma jeily (haii appoint. ., . . 

^ r.i^w r^/, ibriiftn'de^a^ thcf-tfetf^: '^"^ ^^ <V{ > 

iL*wad«:{to IbiJw^irffloo jbodiiroqur '$fQco]|{np||[^h f^^f 
:]!OflY^ By 
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A^i>,is69. Cecil's hsmdi will find fome flight hints, from 

the pajHBr he gave to Elizabeth, by which wd 

iliay pdrceive, that had Mary been adriiitlid 

to itaake her defence, it would have been vigiofr 

rous, iiid perhaps urianfwerable. By^thcffii 

Jiints, however, it fcems a:s if Lefley &id'lia4l 

fome iiif orteation as to the filver-box papers. 

infi<jroinin. Elizabeth beg aft to hav^ very ferious appro* 

EHzabc"hto henfiohs concerning Mary^s cafe, and tliiC ini 

x^'teMVom juftice'df Tefafing her to be heard. She tbiercw 

^olu^?''' fore wrdte^iat^r to Sir trancis KnoIlcS, WH 

^*-"- iwith thd^foVd'-Scroop, had informed, lie* that 

WLikj appeared Xt be undaunted aild auured 

of victory. This letter is one of the ft'rongeft- 

iqpecim en^ b? tKe arts of duplicity employ ed ^y 

Eli±i1Sfe%^ in' Mary^s cafe. She there inflfuas 

Kl^iibli^'s, *as i? were entirely of himfetf, ?in^ ia 

^ifeUdfliipto Mary, to deal with her, «• That 

flie mi^tt be induced (I ufe the Words of"£li* 

zabeth's letter) for avoiding of the great ex- 

treinliies 'whereunto her caufe may bririg her to 

' • S/t^^in^^of writings ho truth Can be had. " Cutn de jure 
fall9ff^iirnffQgex>T)s probandi fit pc^' comparationem literartmi pro«- 
niore^ debemtis ejTe ad abfolvendum quam ad condemnandum." 

^. 'As fir the marriage with Both well, the nobility foHcitcd 
aiixliiixjhrifediit^ WiditfWcribcd thereto; "and fpecidly fome of the 
adyerfari^s, as by a writing under tlicir hands will be teftificd. 

"toncluiiofi, &c. A requeft to make a reconciliation to the qtiecn 
9f Scbts hAncarr: • Arid for anj" pdrticukir canlbs' coufeferning the 
<raeen, there mav 1:^ hpnpurable devices with ^1 fiirfty. 

And itreconciliatibn may hot follow 5 then a requeft to Vcftorc 
thfe' qacert^df ^(*l>tt W iiel- couiitfy*, itt«l fuppbrtitf^fh^fV <and if 

t^^t; \?e ^^^^^^f^^f^^"^* ^^^ not, to fupport l^fin ^^verfarw|> 
neitVer bc^o&ndea that 'aid tie fought of other' princes. 

.;:.*'» .fll'v *.^*b- ; t . i^^.f/x-i' evji-ji IvrU ^A ec .-XtLr' 

yield. 
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yiddy fo as it might alfo appear of her owb a. d. 1569. 
VfS^ diat by way of permiffion, that her foo 
may coittinxie in the fiate wherein he is : and 
^ jQen^ent alfo in the earl of Murray, aa 
Ai»Sjf It is ordered by their parliament, and 
hofeli^. to continue here in our realm, during 
fodbi tijcne as we fhall find convenient ; and 
her fi>Q, nevorthelefs, for his fafety, to be 
brou^it into this our realm, to be pr^fenrcd 
and educated under the cuftody of perfons o€ 
die iHTth of Scotland for a certain fpa<:e ; and 
the whole caufe of hers, whereof fiie hadi 
been charged, to be committed to perpetual 
mence ; and the caufe of this her y ijelding and 
affent^ 'to 1)e grounded andnotified toproceed 
o^ her.<ywn good will, by reafon of her weanU 
vi& o£ governance, and defire to fee .her foo, 
e^|liMj!li^9 ixx fuch terms, to fave her honour* 
aa is fmore at length contained in tbe;inftro* 
ineht dev^d for the demiffion of her crown^ 
wiulft ihe was in Lochlevin." £iizabeth then 
proce<^ to give KnoUes fome other orders to 
die &ne eSed, and in&ruds him to coflnmofM* 
eate flie faiaie in great fecrecy to the lord 
Scroop, that they might not 6iSkr in their tale i 
** And this we would have done, concludes fljc, 
before Ae bilhop of Rofs feall come thitker, 
whom 'We have caufed to be ftayed a day or 
twotipon' another pretence ; meaniiagvto ^caufe 
this ttiitter to be fo indirefMy broken . with 
irim, as he fliall have ' cinife to dea) with the 

queen 
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A*D* 15%* queen herein at his coming thither ; and ther€^ 
fyte we would I^avejher mind not only tinder- 
fiood herein beforehand by you, but alfo pre* 
pared by this purpofe, and in any wife not to 
be known, that yon are directed from us in 
this caufe.'' 

After producing this remarkable letter, the 
leader can fcarcely doubt of Elizabeth's infidi* 
OU8 views, which were to obtain the govern- 
ment of Scotland, by the young king being 
committed to her cullody, and keeping the 
vcsgent devoted to her fervice; and aH tius,.as 
If it was to be the free ad of Mary. As to the 
fiver-box papers, they were to be committed 
to perpetual filence ; nor are they fo much as 
ttentioned, nor even hinted at, by EUsabetb* 
who, by this time, knew them to be. infa- 
mous forgeries. Is it to be imagined, that a 
woman of her fagacity and penetration, had 
ihe thought them to be genuine, would not 
have detained them in her own hands, as un- 
doubted evidences of Mary's guilt, and the 
moft effedual means, by threatening to expofe 
them with the real originals to her own and 
foreign minifters, to bring Mary to give up sdl 
thoughts of refuming her throne ? 
The lord Scroop and Sir Francis KnoUes had 
j^^ ^ %Qt very indifferent fuccefs in executing the 
H& fecret commiffion they were chargod with by 
their miftrefs. Mary, when they received EKr 
zabeth's letter, was in private conference |it 

Bolton 
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Bolton with the lord Boyd, and Roulet, her a. d. 1569. 
fdrmOTr fccrctary, predeceffor to Ktzio, who had 
brouglifE. her over difpatches from the cardinal. 
of Lorr^n. Elizabeth, according to the vicie- ^cffJ^JI^ 
chamberisdn's anfwer, had gone fo far in cajo- 
ling Lefley, that flic had propofed continuing 
Murray in the regency, by a joint deputation 
from Mary and her fon. The bifliop did not 
fail to advertiie Mary of this propof^l ; and 
that Elizabeth refolving ihe fhould be ftill a 
queen, intended to difcountenanCe Murray anid 
his aflbciates. Mary was enraged when flic 
found: that /the language ufed towards her by 
Elizabeth and her niihifters, was fo very dif^ 
ferent ffdm LefleyM reports ; arid flie treated 
her two k^pcrs ' with great freedom on that 
account, -and as beibg her chi6f enemies. Many 
other circumflances- concurred in giving her 
great fpirits. Elizabeth had affected to behavo 
€0 Murray^ whcfcchiefreiidQnce was atKingftoii 
upon Thames, , with great nejgle'di:. Mary's 
friends were then fa powerful in Scotland, thaQ 
he and his friends .could get no money from 
that country; and tl^eir credit was almoft ex« 
haufted in England, when they confented ta 
produce the filver-box to the Englifli commif* 
fion^rs. Elizabeth then agreed to lend Mur- ^^ . - .;/ 
ray two tboufaAd pounds; but fmall as t\\^ v r^ -^^ 
fum wa», ike iniifted upon the duke of Nor- j^^ 

folk's perffsial fecurity for repaying it, which 
he aft%v9r^ actually did. The growing 
yoiL Vir. D d ftrcngth 
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A. p. 1^69. ftrength of Mary's party in England gave Eliza-^ 
beth apprehenfions that ihe might overacl heme- 
gleft of Murray ; and Mary's conduft determined 
her to Ihew him as much friendihip as Ihe had 
hitherto contempt. She Ordered Tamworth, 
the fame who had been fent to Scotland, to^ 
advance him in her name five thoufand pounds, 
upon Murray's giving a note for the repay- 
ment of it in nine months, which he did. 
Goodaii, Mary was now more than- ever exafperated 

^Lii.p. ^^ Elizabeth's condud. Senfible as flie was 
how powerful her friends were in Scotland, 
file wrote them a* letter, " taxing Elizabeth 
with breach of promife, and with the blackeft 
Incautious trcachery towards her caufe. She affirmed that 
conduftof Elizabeth had made a fecret convention with 
her rebels to the following effeft: That her 
(Mary's) fon fliould be fent to England, and 
there educated ; and that the caftles of EdiiH 
burgh and Stirling fhould be put into Eliza^ 
beth's hands for her fecurity, upon her de- 
claring him the next in her fucccffion^ if flxe 
had no iffue. That the carl of Murray fhould 
take the caftle of Dunbar, and put it into the 
hands of Elizabeth, who was to procure his 
legitimation, fo as to enable him to fucceed to 
the crown of Scotland; in which event, he 
was to hold it as a fee from that of England; 
She then pretended that a compromife had 
been made between Murray and the earl of 
Hertford^ f^hofe wife was de^^ and Cecil, 

who 
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who was td givQ that earl one of his daugh- a. d. 1569* 
ters in marriage ; and that Murray had agreed 
to guaranty to the earl's children, by the lady' 
Catharine Grey, the fucceiBon to the crown of 
England; he, on the other hand, keeping' 
Murray in quiet pofleflion of Scotland. She* 
then concluded with fome bitter reflections ' 
upon Elizabeth, and ordered her friends not 
only to do all they could to deftroy her re- 
bels, l:)Ut,^ if poiSble, to hold a parliament." 

This ill-judged letter, fatally for Mary, was EUitbeth 
intercepted by Elizabeth's minifters ; and con- "condieT/ 
vinced that princefs, who delivered it to Mur« 
ray, that Mary was fully apprized of all her 
arts ; and that the beft courfe fhe could pur- 
fue was to fupport Murray in his reg&ftcy. 
Befldes the five thoufand pounds (he lent him, 
flte: ordered a proclamatioa to be made upon 
the borders, contradifting^ the facts contained' 
in Mary's letter. A copy of this proclamation, Hayne't 
which is dated January the fecond, and faid pcrs,p.so«. 
" to be agalnft flanderous writings publifhed in 
Scotland," is publifiied in the Cecil papers. 
The manner in which it touches the removal- 
of the young king of Scotland into England 
is pretty remarkable. ^ Although it is true 
that fome fpeeches have been ufed by fuch of 
the friends of the prince, as are known to be 
moft naturally affected, wifhing the child un- 
der the guard of them who now have the 
charge of him, to b^ out of the dangers of 

D 4 2 hi« 
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A.o.i5«9* his enemies that have already murdered Kit 
father : but hereof was there never any man-' 
Ber of convention or accord ; neither yet was 
there heard by her majcfty any word of the 
earl of Murray, or of any of his company, to 
allow of any removing of the feme prince 
out of Scotland, or out of the charge of them 
that now have the Cuftody of him/' This 
was, at beft, a palliating apology, becaufe al- 
moft every ftate-difpitch of that time proves 
that it was Elizabeth's earneft deiire to have 
that young prince in her hands. Along with 
this proclamation, a letter was fent to Eliza- 
beth's wardens of the marches, diredingthem 
to convey the earl of Murray and his friends 
from Ncwcaftle to the Scotch borders, and 
farther, if requifite for their fafety. Thqr 
are likewife required not to infift, for fcffiMf 
time, upon his attending the affairs of the 
borders ; and that no Scotchman fhould pals 
i^to England without his licence. ** And be- 
caufe (continues flie) we have hitherto found 
no matter to move us to difavow the authority 
wherein we ^ave found hitn, knowing him' td 
be well-difpofed to maintain jiiftice and peace 
betwixt both thefe realms, we would havo 
you neither do, nor fufFer to be done any man- 
ner of thing within your rulea, prejudicial to 
his government, before you fhall have direc- 
tion from us ; but generally to further him in 
9M re^onable ^aufes during the time we fhall 

allow 
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allow thereof." It is bow neccjQTary that I A.p,i5<9b 
ihould return to the ftate of the match be- 
tween Mary and the duke of Norfolk, whiefr 
proved to be thefecret fpring of other events, 
. I have more than once obferved, that the P'^gwft of 

the match 

profound diffimulation of Elizabeth and Cecil between 
renders it extremely difficult, for the beft in- Norfolk. 
formed hiftorian, to ftace the fadts of her 
reign with any degree of certainty. They 
had often in their pay and fervice fpies of op- 
pofite parties, and occafionally employed the 
informations of the one againft the othen 
According to the teftimony of hiftorians 
neaFci^ the time, and, indeed, many of the 
Hate-papers, Murray was difpofed to the 
match between Mary and Norfolk ; and Mait- 
l^jpd, even after he produced the filver-box, 
ilgwrceded fo effeclually In his favour with the 
duke of Norfolkf that he brought about arc- 
conciliation between them. I fhall, from the 
beft records that are now extant, without hav* 
ing regard to hiftorians who were not affifted 
by them, endeavour to give as clear a view as 
poilible of this matrimonial labyrinthi 

Upon the return of Norfolk from vifiting 
the frontiers towards Scotland, after the com- 
miffion at York was diffolved, his defign had 
certainly tranfpired fo far, that it was the 
public talk of the court, he was to marry 
the queen of Scptland. This came to Eliza-* 
bcth*s ear ; and Norfolk knowing how jealous; 
. fhe 



■\ 
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4*Dtf5%. ihe was in jfuch cafes, was at great pains tQ|. 
dear himfeli fr^ni any fuch imputation ; and 
ifted lyith fo.much feeming fincerity^ that 
Elizabeth believed, or feemed to believe, that 
there was nothing in the report. She declared, 
at the fame time, to her courtiers, ^ that tho' 
Norfolk did now miflike the match, yet he 
might, perhaps, be brought to like it for the 
benefit of the realm, and for her majefty's 
own fafety," Thisfpcech, which^by the bye, 
was very enfnaritig, produced a declaration 
from Norfolk, ^* That no reafon could move 
him to like of her, that had been a competi^ 
tor to the- <;rown ; a^d if her majefty would 
move him (hereto, he will rather be committed 
to the Tower ; for he meant never to riiarry 
with fuch a perfon, where he could not be 
fure of his pillow/* After the confereniast 
were removed to Hampton-coijrt, Norfolk hjd* 
federal converfations with Murray, who ap- 
peared to be fo apprehenfive of his failing in 
his j^ttack upon Mary, that he renewed his 
fpllicitations with the duke for compleating the 
marriage. Norfolk, who had no reafon to have 
a good opinion of him after his behaviour at 
Weftminfter, anfwered coldly, that if the earl 
could fet his queen free in her realm, and 
thereby make her fit for a good hufband, then 
he would give him an anfwer. Notwithftand-« 
ing this diflimulation, Norfolk had the weak- 
ijcfs to liften to Maitland's follicitations in fa^ 

VOUf 
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vbur of Murray, and formed a ftrong party A.'i>.»36y, 
in England for the match. Its fieads were the 
earls of Arundel and Pembroke, the lord Lum*" 
ley. Sir Nicholas Throgmorton ; and, ^t laft^ 
the earl of Leicefter himfelf feemed to favour 
the propofal, though he certainly betrayed the 
ivhole intrigue to Elizabeth. Norfolk's pre- 
text for engaging thbfe great men was, that 
both before and after his marriage he intended 
to employ the whole of his intereft for fecu- 
ring Elizabeth againft all the praAices of Mary 
and her friends, and to indemnify Murray and 
hi3 party for all that had pafTed. The regent, 
however, had a farther end to fcrve by the 
apparent cordiality of his reconciliation with 
the duke of Norfolk. He knew the great fway 
which that nobleman's authority had all over 
the north of England, and that it was in his 
poster to have intercepted him on the road. 
Some hillorians fay, that Murray had aftually 
got intimation of fuch a defign being. on foot; 
and this is the more probable, from the letters 
and inftruclions which, as we have already 
feen, Elizabeth fent to her wardens in the 
marches, and her putting the duke of Chatle- 
heraut, the lord Herries, and the bifliop of 
Rofs, under a fort of an arreft, till Murray and 
his friends had time to reach Scotland. 

IVCurray, to enfure his own fafety on his Artifice of 
journ.ey,, fent Sir Robert Melvil to Rippon, "'"^' 
where Mary happened then to be, with a let- 
ter. 
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A. D. 1569. jgj.^ enforcing Ahc propofkl of the marriage be* 
tween her and the duke of Norfolk. She re- 
ceived the mefiage as if Ihe had known no« 
tiling of the matter; but laid, that whatever 
fnatchfor her was approved of by her parliament, 
ihould not be difpleafing to her. Murray far- 
ther urged, that ihe ihould order a ceflation of 
arms between him and her party in Scotland : 
in that likewiie ihe faid ihe would be dire&ed 
by her parliament ; but ihe refufed to give any 
definitive anfwer till ihe was reilored and 
iet at liberty. Melvil, (of whom' (he had a 
good Opinion) at laft, perfuaded her pj fend 
letters to^ith^ duke of Chatleheraut, and her 
6ther friMKds in Scotland, to fufpend all hpf^ 
tilitics, tiU farther orders, againit the regent 
and hi^ party; and it is thought that it was 
owing to this artful management that they^re- 
turned in iafety to Scotland on the fecond of 
February. On the twentiMh of the fame 
month, the duke of Chatleheraut, the com- 
mendator of Kilwinning, aiid the lord Herries, 
arrived in Scotland likewife, and both parties 
prepalred for hoftilities; But I am now to at- 
tend Mary. 
Mary fcnt The disappearance of her enemies juft at the 
TuuTuiJ^r time when her minifters offered to vindicate 
her innocence, and to prove their guilt, and 
their tarrying off the filver-box with its con- 
tents, was confidered not only by Mary, but 
by the impartial public, as a complete triumph 
' • over 
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over all their efforts. The papers were no ^*^*^s^h 
more mentioned, than if they had never ex- 
ifted ; and had not the party afterwards 
thought proper to print them, fuch had been 
the caution of Elizabeth, that pofterity could 
have had only a very faint idea of their con- 
tents, until the Cecil and other fiate-papers 
were publilhed. Mary, as ufual, was fo fan^^ 
guine, that flie threw out her defiances, even 
againft Elizabeth herfelf ; at which, joined with 
the intercepted letters, that jealous princefs 
was fo much exafperated, that flie ordered Sir 
Francis KnoUes to remove Mary to Tutbury^ 
a royal eaftle in the keeping of the earl o£ 
Shrewfbury, without delay, and without per- 
mitting any perfon to be about her^ who fliould 
diffuade hen Mary was fenfibly mortified a& 
this cruel order ; and now faw herfelf a pri«* 
foner in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word* Sho 
was obliged to fubmit j and letters were dif- ' 

pjitched to the Iheriffs, and Elizabeth's other 
officers in the north, to provide a propei* 
guard of gentlemen, to attend the vice-cham« 
berlain, and the lord ScroQp, in conducing 
Mary to Tutbury. I perceive, that Elizabeth^ 
at the fame time, wrote Mary a letter, ac- 
quainting her with her removal. This rcfolu- 
tion of Elizabeth had been formed ever fince 
Odober preceding ; and in a few iJays after k 
was executed, Cecil received a letllk* from the 
regent, Ihewing the neceffity of miking Mary 
Vol. VII. E« a.clofe 



i 
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A.D.I569, a clofe prifoner. By other letters horn tord* 
Daxed Feb. Hunfdon, hc waa infoFined, that the HamiltoH^, 

27, and 21. ' ' ^ ' 

and the earl of Huntley, were in arms in Scot- 
land, and had taken poffeffion of GUfgow 
with a body of feven thoufand men, intend- 
ing to march forward, and to fight the re- 
gent. 

As the reader may be naturally defirous to 

view Mary in her then fequeftered flate of- life^ 

I am enabled to gratify his curiofity by an un- 

}^^^fl?"^ exceptionable witnefs, one of €eciPs friends, 

Mr. White . * ^ ^ • ' 

to Cecil, who paid her a vifit foon after her removal to 

Feb. 26. ^ , 

Tutbury, and fent Cecil a very minute account 

of her perfoii and manner of living. Whatever 

Her private Mary's private fentiments might have been, fite 

life there* j x ^ o 

heard the Englifti fervice ; and White found 
her with a book of Engliih pfalms in her hand. 
She- informed him, that fhe was^ very anxious 
to learn the Englifli language ^ that fhe rnadSe* 
ufe of tranflations for that purpofe j and that 
Mr. Vice-chamberlain was her fchoolmafter;. 
&he fecmed uneafy at her change of prifon, 
^fpecially at fuch a fevere feafon of the year; 
but fubmitted to it, becaufe it was her good 
filler's pleafure. She faid, that when confined 
to her houfe, ftie diverted herfelf with her 
needle, as fhe found fome amufement in the 
variety of colours Ihe employed in her work. 
She entered into a comparifon between fculp- 
ture, painting, and working with the needle ; 
but gave the preference to painting. As to 

her 
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htr perfon, WhiW ftyS that flife was a goodly a. d. 1569, 
p;fe!foteiage, (ilot comparable, hoiW'ever, to Eli- 
sabeth) an ftlliiring grae^, a t)retly Scottifli 
fpeech, and a feardhilig wit, cloisded with 
inildft^fs^. He therefore thinks, that few 
Ehglifti fubjefts ought to hive acceft to htir 
perfort, thcr^ being fo tnuch danger to Eliza- 
beth in her charms. He fays her hair was na^ 
turally black j but that Mr. Knolles told hini 
flie wore hair of fundry .colours. Upon her 
cloth t)f Aate was embroidered a I'rench d6^ 
vice, fignifyiftg, that " ^ In her end was her be- 
ginning.'' Her two chief domeftice were the 
lord Levingfton and his wife, both of them 
proteftants ; and fhe had about her ninA 
women more, fifty pcrfons in houfliold, ahd 
ten horfes. She complained of a pain in he* 
left fide, which flie called an old grief, and ihi 
never went to bed till one in the mornings 
bttt White early next day faw two halberd 
men without the caftle Wall fearchlng under 
her bed-chamber window. 

The failing of Mary (ahd, indeed^ we Aconfin. 
may fay the fame of her friends) ^as, that thi^ ceoi. 
fitialleft glimpfe of hope fooA recovered her 
from the greateft dejeftiori. Though, lipbn 
her removal to Tutbury cattle, (lit thought it 
had been a machination of Cecil, that {he 
might be privately put to death, yet fhe rec6- 

^ ^ mt fin eft mon coinme3h.ce2Beat4 

-i Ee2 vexed 
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A. 0,1569. vered hcrfclf from her confternation, when 
fee heard that a powerful confpiracy had beea 
formed at the Englifli court againft that ftatefr 
man. His enemies, the moft viplent of whom 
was Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, thought that 
the unbounded fqpplies with which Elizabeth 
furniflied the Hugonots, exceeded all the 
bounds of economy ; that the provocation fhe 
gave to his catholic: majefty, by detaining the 
money of his fubjefts, was impolitic; and 
above all, that her treatment of^ary was 
barbarous and unjuftifiable. Not only the 
duke of Norfolk, but the marquis of Win- 
chefter, the earls pf Arvmdel, Northumber-r 
land, Weftmoreland, Pembroke, and Lei- 
cefter, concurred with Throgmorton in thofe 
fentiments, and had formed a plan for fending 
Cecil to the Tower. It was difcovered by Lei- 
pefter, the nipft perfidious man alive ; and the 
whole defign was critically defeated by Eliza* 
|)eth's interpofing, and declaring that flie ne- 
ver would abandon her faithful fervant. 
TwmitniK The difappointmeqt of this confederacy 
J^"* did not at all affed the grand fcheme of Nor-* 
folk's marriage \vith Mary, in which he and 
his friends were fo fanguine, that they evei^ 
talked^ of a marriage between the young king 
of Scotland and the duke of Norfolk'si 
daughter, they being nearly of the fame age. 
^!'he duke having no doubt that Murray was 
jfpr the match, it was rcfolved that the bifhopi 
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of Rofs fliould found Leicefler upon the fub^r A.D.rs%* 
ject* In doing this, he made that nobleman a 
compliment, " That if his miftrefs marrying 
mth an Englilh nobleman was neceffary for 
the good of the two kingdoms, he, (Lcicefter) 
if he pleafed, might be the man.'' Leicefter's 
anfwer was, " That he would have nothing to 
do with fuch a marriage ; but that he would be 
for it, if no other way could be foupd to be 
rid of fo ^dangerous a woman, and provided 
Elizabethipj^as pleafed with the match.'' After 
feme confultation, the other Engliih noble- 
men doncerned, declared th^mfelves to be o£ 
the fame opinion ; and the marriage between 
Mary and Norfolk wais judged to be as good as 
concluded. It is but doing juftice to the me- 
mory of thofe lords, when it is obferved, that 
jio fadtious corifiderations or religious prepof- 
feffions influenced them on this occafion, as 
jnuft appear by the articles which they drew 
up for Mary to figh, to ferve as a foundation 
for an application to Elizabeth in favour of 
the match. ^* That th« queen of Scots makes 
fufficient furety to the queen of England, and 
to the heirs of her body, for the title of the 
crown of England. That a perpetual league 
ofFenfive and defenfive be made betwixt them, 
their realms and fubjedls. That proteftantifm 
be eftabliflied in Scotland. That her fubje6b 
of Scotland be reconciled to her, and accepted 
i[n as great favour a? ev?r they were. Item, 

tha,t 
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Ai^ 1^9' that 1 renunciatioti be procured by the <}!le6n 
of Scots of a title vrhich the duke of Anjou 
pretended to the crOT^n of England, by virtue 
of affignation made to him by the quteii Of 
ScotSy in hope of a marriage to be contriifted 
betwixt them. Item, becaufe it was feared 
that the queen of Scotland would miitty with 
ibmc foreign princ^, whereby the religion 
might be altered, and the ftate of both the 
realms might be endangered, that therefore 
the queen of Scotland Ihould accept Tome tio- 
Ueman of England in marriage, Qjecially the 
dttke of Norfolk^ who is firft of the nobility 
of the beft calling of that realm, atid mod: fit 
of all others ; and they doubted not the queen 
of England would like well of the match with 
him before all others.-'^ 
previous to Nonc but a princefs fo tyrannically jealous a» 
ker mar- Elizabcth was in all matters of government, 

nagewith o . ' 

Norfolk, could have found fault with a fct of krticles 
fo eyidcntly calculated to what file had alWayd 
declared to be her own chief viewd, the hap- 
pinefs of both kingdoms, and the eftabliCh* 
incnt of proteftantifm. The earls of Pembroke 
mnd Lcicefter tranfmitted them to Mary, with 
t letter, in which they promifed that, upon 
her complying with them^ they would do 
their utmoft to forward the marriage, and to 
her being declared prefumptive heir to the 
Englifh crown. Mary's anfwer was, that (he' 
could not agree to the propofal Of a league 

ofFenfive 
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#9«nfive aad cfefenfive between- Engla^iid audi ^5>^»i^ 
Shetland) without the French kii^^s conieslr 
aad participation, and without making him^ 
zt kaft^ an offer of his being included in the 
fame^ That though, upon her honour,, fie 
never had made any fuch renunciation to the* 
duke o! ^Anjou^^s pretenfions, yet fee wa» 
witting, foT' their fetisfacElion, to procure th^ 
dcfired renunciation ; and that fhe had im> ofe* 
je^iions to the marriage with the duke of Nor- 
folk; provided it might be effefted with EKasa- 
beth's confijiit. Thrus ftoodMary^ concerns* m 
England in the fpring of the year 1567; amt 
fe far were the filver-box forgeries' from fiiurt^ 
log* her in the eftimation even of thofe who^ 
had pertrfed them, that it waa thought aB Eft- 
zabeth^s power, great as it was, could no^ h^ 
afide a- marriage which was fo entirety agrees 
able to* her great »obility. But I am A&w to- 
atteiidf the affaars of Scotland. 

No fboner was the regent returned to that The regent 
country,^ than hfi affembled the foiUds of his* huSieSs. 
party^ and his friends^ at Stirling. The nwet*-^ 
^ing wa.s, very full ; and conlifted of the eads of 
Athol^ Mar,. Glencairn, Monteith^ Bushatnt,- 
John mailer of Graham, William mafter o£ 
Mar(haJ, Andrew matter of ErroJ, die cam-^ 
mendators^ of Balmerinoch, DrybUrgh, Cani- 
buikjeoaeth, CQldHigham^ Whitethorn^ J-oha^ 
tord' Glamis, Alexander lord SaltQun, John' 
lord Innermeatb^. AUaA bifd Gatbic^t^ AiuLrew 

lord 
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A* i>, 1569, lord Ochiltree, the fecretary, the treafuref , the 
comptroller, clerk of judiciary, clerk of re-* 
gifter, the advocate, the commiffioners from 
Edinburgh, Stirling, Dundee, Peebles, Glaf- 
gow, Cowpar, St. Andrew^s, Perth, and Had- 
dington, befides the commiffioners who had 
xeturned from England* The chief bufinefs of 
this convention was to approve of the pro* 
ceedings of the commiffipners, and of Mur- 
ray's raifing fome forces for the fuppprt of his 
authority ^ ; but matters foon took a different 
turn. The duke of Chatleheraut arrived in 
Scotland on the twentieth of February; and 
Mary, as if flill pofTeiTed of her authority, had 
ient down commiffions of lieutenancy to him, 
the earls of Argyle, Huntley, and others ; but 
Spotfwood fays, that he was made Mary's de- 
puty, perhaps he may only mean one of her 
lieutenants^ It is certain that upon his arrival 
lie publiflied letters, prohibiting her fubjecls 
from acknowledging any other fovereign than 
the queen ; and he fent a long letter to the af- 
fembly of the church then . convened at £din->^ 

• 1 (hall not tire my readers with a repetition of the reafons 
why I think that the Memoirs . under the name of Melvil cpuld 
not have been written by that gentleman. I ihall therefore re- 
fore refer him to the Cecil papers, where he will fee, to a de- 
monftratiol), that the whole of his narrative of Murray^s febret 
tranfa£lions with Mary and Cecil at this time are fi^itious. I 
have, it is true, page 154. of this volume, admitted the poiTibility 
of Murray^s informing Cecil of the intended match between 
Mary and Norfolk ; but it is evident, from the beforementioned 
papers, he did not tell them that he had entered into the deepeft 
engagements with Norfolk to bring it about. 

burgh. 
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burgh, intimating, " That lie had left France, a. 0.1569. 
in order to ufe his befl endeavours for coin*- 
pofing the unhappy diflFererices of his native 
cofentry^'and though by thefe he had '^greatly 
fufibred, yet did the dangers to which the Hhgr 
tlom was then expofed, affetS: him moft. He 

* 

could therefore wifli, that a convention of the 
■eftatcs would unanimoufly agree to fotae rea- 
fonablc courfe for avenging the king^s murfer, 
\^hence he fuppofed all th^fc evils had pro- 
ceeded, which would be moft grateful to hinfi- 
felf, and the remanent nobility who efpoufed 
the queen's caufe. This overture did not arife 
from the earl of Murray's prbdamatiori ; for 
'as he was abroad when thefe troubles • began, 
fo he trufted that his o\vn defefts, and thofe 

of his anceflors, would fufficiefitly fcreen him 

• • • 

from their effeSs. He therefore de&ed ' t?i4 
brethren, in God's behalf, either to communis 
cate his fentimcnts to the public, or to coitfe 
and reafon with himfdf, whrom he affured thcf 
fliould find moft willing to be ruled in afl 
thmgs, according to God-*s word and equity.* 

This unmanly appeal to an ecclefiaftical tit- He treati 
bunal (if a meeting of felF-oraained preachers, duke of 
far from being refpeftable «iflier by their birth rtm, 
or learnings can be cajl^ii fwch) was fcighly 
flattering to their vanity ; bjut was perfeftly 
agreeable to the duke's incpnljftent charafter^ 
Their anfwer was, ^ that they would commu- 
nicate the lettgj tp t^e r.?gcW» Aftd }»ow hi? 
. ¥oL. VII. y f pleafure. 
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A. 0.1569. pleafurc, whether they ihould depute any o£ 
theii: number to treat with his grace," The 
regent approved of this propofal j and the fu* 
perintendants of Lothian and Fife,^ with a 
preacher, one Row, were fent to bring about 
<ai reconciliation between the duke and the re- 
gent. Thus far I have proceeded on the authority 
of arjphbifhop Spotfwood; nor does it mate- 
ri^ly claih with the accounts afterwards given 
us by^ Lefley and Camden : but all we cin infer 
/rqm it is, that each party was willing to have 
the aflembly on its fide ; for I am inclined to 
.believe, with the author of the manufcript 
jnade.ufe of by.. Crawford, that other mediae 
tors .were liJkewife employed; and that the 
xliike was in a condition, at the time of his ar- 
rival, to treat^ with arms in his hands ^. Ao- 
cording to that writer, the regent, after ^lis 
jeturn, had recovered the cailles of Drafien 
and Royfton, while the duke defpairing of be- 
ing fiipported from England, and knowing 
ithat a civil war was on the point of breaking 
•out in France, fent the archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's to treat of an accommodation with the 
regent, who agreed to meet the duke's friends 
atXilafgow on the thirteenth of March f, 

♦ The ihariufcript made ufe of by Crawford, and 'vvhich U 
(aid to be contemporary with the tranfadtiojas it relates, receives 
great fan6lipn from its agreement with the Cecil papers, which 
>^ere not publifhed till the year 1 740. 

f Archbifhop Spotfwood is certainly miftaken in faying, that 
by the labour of the fuperintendaiits, (of whom, if I miftake 
not, his own fiather - was one,) it was agreed, that the duke 

fhould 
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At this meeting, the regent demanded that a. d. 1569. 
the' duke and his adherents fliould acknow* ^ubftancc 

or a con* 

ledge the king's authority, and behave to- Terence. 
wards him as faithful fubjcfts. It was de- 
manded, on the other hand,^ by the duke and 
his party, " that upon their acknowledgiflg the 
king as aforefaid, every nobleman fliould be 
admitted to his own place in council, as the 
bprn counfellors of the realm, and as their 
predcceffors had been in the times of former 
princes ; and that the regent fliould be fworn 
to behave himfelf uprightly and indifferently 
to them, without being influenced by the re- 
membrance of any paft differences ; that a ge- 
nlral reftitution fliould be made to fuch as- 
had ferved the queen ; and that all their eftates, 
except thofe that had been forfeited for the 
late king^s murder, fliould be reftored to them ; 
that the queen's honour and advancement 
fliould be provided for in fuch a manner as 
not to be prejudicial to the king." The above 
articles being, confented to by the regent, it 
was next agreed, that a gqneral meeting of 
both parties fliould be held oh the tenth of 
Auguft following; to which were to be in-- 
vited the regent, the duke of Ghatleheraut ^, 

(houkl come to Glafgow, land fubmit himfelf to tbe king's au-. 
tiiority. 

• It does not clearly appear to me that the duke was prefeat at 
this conference. The paper which contains it mentions only th« 
carl of Caffils, the lord Herries, and the abbot of Kilwinning, 
yvho appeared in the duke's. name. 

ffz the 
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A. D. 1569. tiiig. earls of Huntley, Argyle, Morton j Mar, 
Athol, Glencairn, and lord Hcrries, in order 
to deliberate about the execution of the Uft 
mentioned article ; the regent promiiing, upon 
his word of honour, that they may come 
fafely*; without danger to them in their 
coming, remaining, or returning. ' In the 
mean while it waa agreed, that the duke of 
Chatleheraut, and the other noblemen, fhould 
make no ufe of their commiffions 'of lieute- 
nancy that had been fent to them by the queen. 
The laft article of this conference, according to 
the copy of it publiihed in t]>e Cec.il papers, 
which is fomewhat different from that printed 
in Crawford's Memoirsi runs as follows: " Bt- 
caufe the forces may be prefently diffolved^ 
whereby no injury be done by any fubjeds of. 
the realm by way of deed ; and reafonable it is 
that fecurity be made to my lord-regent for 
performing of their part of the articles afore- 
feid, he performijag to them fo far thereof a» 
concerns his {)art i therefore the duke's gracc^ 
the earl of CaflHa^ , the lord Herries^ fhall pre*^ 
fently enter fufficidnt pledges, td remain with 
my lord-regentj while their part of the faid 
;irticles be performed^ that is, to £ay, one of 
the duke's fons, the faid earl of Caflils, or his 
brother, and the faid lord Herries, or hit 
eldeftfoEit. 

t The copy printed by Crawford faysj (ha4 the rtgent pts>^ 
^iied to perform, upon his ^o}HQ^%yh fat ^ ^qwi^ntd hi&paru 

^ I<^an- 
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, I cannot .take upon nieto determine whether ^n»i|6f. 
thofe articles were engroffed and fubfcribed by 
both parties ; I am apt to think they were not, 
but that they were looked upon by the regent 
and his friends, to be binding upon the duke 
and his friends. After the confcrenqj^bfxrke 
up, both parties agreed to pay their refpe<3:s to 
the young king at Stirling, where they were 
magnificently entertained by the regent and 
his friends. Before they left Stirling, the duke 
was called upon by the regent for his furety; 
but it was found upon enquiry, that the term$ 
proppfed in the conference were uniyerfally 
difapproved of by Mary'js friends, nor wottid 
cither of the duke's fons trufl: hiniielf as a 
pledge in the regent's hands. The archbiihop 
of St. Andrews, who I believe was the great 
manager for the duke'5 party, and who had a 
greater regard for the Hamilton family than 
his fovereign, voluntarily offered himfelf, and 
was accepted of as a furety ; but Caifils aipid 
Herries were detained till they were relieved 
by the farmer's brother, and the latter'^ eldeft 
fon^, who furrendered therafelves as pledges. 
It muft be acknowledged, that Murray at conduaof 

Murray^ 

• Befkfes the improbability, from the tide of the paper, that 
the duke was prefent al the coaferepce, I can fcargely fte witl^- 
what propriety a conclufive agreement could be figned in tha 
abfence, and without the confent, of thofe who t^ere to be 
fureties for the performancf . I fhall Bot* JiQjreirer,. di^tite> that 
the complexion of the meeting was fo amicable, that Murray, 
might have reafon, bona ^4s, to think, that the articles were 

firft 
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A-Pwis^* firft proceeded is if he thought the preliminaiy 
agreement had been concluded. Returning to 
Edinburgh he difraiffed the prifoners he had 
tak^n at Langfide, thofc who were condemned 
as well as thofe who had not been tried^ upon 
their g^^ing bail for their good behaviour, on- 
ly one of them (Hamilton of Bothwel-haugh) 
having made his efcape. He foon altered his 
conduct, when he underflood that the earls of 
Argyle and Huntley difapproved of the articles, 
at|d refufed to be included in the agreement ; 
but he proceeded with his ufual intrepidity* 
He ^knew that thofe two noblemen had very 
different fentiments as to public affairs, and 
that they would find it imprafticable to join* 
theirf orces. The battles of Gorrichie and Lang- 
lide had given him a thorough contempt for 
his enemies, both in the weft and the north ; 
and he refolved to proceed with the utmoft fe- 
verity againft Mary's friends. 

AH parties meeting according to agreement 
on the tenth of April, the regent produced a 
paper containing, as he faid, an acknowledg- 
ment of the king's authority, and afked the 
duke of Chatleheraut, with a peremptory air, 
whether he and his friends were ready to fign 
it ? The duke, on his part, remonftrated, that 
he had done every thing according to the late 
agreement, and that it lay upon the regent to 
perform his part with regard to the articles 
that were to redound to the queen's honour 

^n4 
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and advancement. He put the regent in mind, A;D.»5«fw 
at the fame time, that he and his friends had 
come to the meeting unarmed and unfufpeding, 
and that he had not only their perfons, but 
thofe of their hoftages, in their hands. Th^ re- 
gent paid no regard to his reprefentatidus, but 
on the fixteenth of April fent the lord Her* 
ries, who had demurred likewife as to the per- 
formance of the articles, that very night a prt- 
foner to the cafile of Edinburgh, and committed 
the duke to the fame prifon next day. Whea 
every circumflance is confidered, I cannot joia 
with the violent friends of Mary in their in- 
vedives againft the regent on this ocqafipi^ 
though perhaps it was not ftriftly juftifiible by 
the laws of honour. According to their owo 
accounts, the firft article of the agreement was, 
that the duke and Mary's party fliould ackuow- 
ledge the young king's authority. The regent 
required a teft of their fincerity in performing 
this preliminary, by fubfcribing the paper he 
produced ; and if they refufed it, they certain- 
ly gave him fome colour for acting as he did; 
though perhaps a man of greater delicacy, and * : 

lefs aufterity, would have afted in a lefs excep- 
tionable manner. ; 
Whatever compliments have been paid to the HiscmHty 

to fubpofed 

regent as an upright ftatefman and a brave necroman- 
foldier, he was not without his failings in re- *^" ' 
ligious matters. After committing the two /, .. ! 
lords, he refufed to protract the meeting, as 

they 
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A.j>.9sh^ they had dcfired, to the tenth of May, and 
went to Stirling. He there ordered four priefts 
to bd hanged, but changed their puni&metlt 
into their being chained to the market-crofs^ 
with their veftments, books, and chaiices, 
wher^ they were feverely pelted by the popu- 
la<:!e, and all* their iai piemen ts burnt by the 
hands of the common hangman. He then pro* 
ceeded tp Sj:. Andrews, where he committed 
two deteftsible mturders (if we are to believe 
the manufcript made u(fe of by Crawford). The 
one was upon one Nickneven, whom he ofder^ 
ed to be burnt for a witch or £brcerers ; and 
Ac other agakift William Stuart, then lord 
liyon king ^t arms, who was hanged upon a 
charg'<6 of fdm^ doubtful points of necromancy 
aiid wltehcraft. Thie gentleman is faid to have 
been a determined friend to Mary, and to have 
nanrowiy efcaped dearth upon hi&triatJ for a for* 
ffier eonfpiraey agaioft Murray. While the re* 
gent iipinia^d at St. Andrews, h« like wife or- 
dered Hubert, or French Paris, whom we have 

ana exectt- ft> ofteu n^ntio^ed, to be hanged. Lefley, 

5JSs! ^^d atJ the contemporary writers of Mary's par- 
ty fay, that he died without impeaching Mary 
as being acceffary to her hufband's murder. 
Murray, it is true, fent up to London the con- 
feffion wiMch he is faid tQ have made at his 
death ; but the au<!hority of it has, I think, 

9nd the In- been fuffidently difprovcd ; nor do I find that 
Ittwray, Aough he had an opportunity to do 

it. 
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if, eVer contradiftcd the faft, which was^ alledg- a,d. 15^* 
^d.and publifhed by Lefley. But upon the 
•whoki as I have already hinted, . when, the 
circamftanc^s under which 'the poor wretch 
then was are'.confidered, his confefEon ought 
to have no weight. 

The regent now thought it high time' to ro ^'■?yj« "4 
diice the earls of Argyle and Huntley, and he fubmicto 
foon found the good eflfedl of the vigorous 
meafures he had taken. The former perceive 
in^ the blow which Mary's caufe had received 
by the imprifonment of her friends, repaired 
to St. Andrew's, where he found no great difr 
ficulty in being reconciled to the regent, upon 
his fwearihg allegiance to the king. Huntley 
was far more obnoxious than Argyle, and his 
clfe more unfavourable. He had reduced the 
counties of Angus, Merns, Strathern, and the 
greatcft part of the north, to Mary's obedience, 
and had treated as rebels all who ventured tP 
difpute her authority ; confequently, - they fuf- 
fered deeply in their .effefts and efta^tes* Though 
Murray was xefolute and undapnted, yet be 
confuHed his friends how to proceed. Spnae 
of them were for burying all Hu.ntley's paft 
offences in oblivio*, for the fake of public tra^r 
quilKty; but a middle way was refolved upon, 
which was to gr^nt him a pisirdon, but to oblige 
his followers to make reafonabje compenfation 
for the damages they had .done. .Thofe terms 
beir(g intimated to Huntley, who, now ftopd 

Vol. Yll. Q g . ty 
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^D.tsf^' by himfelf, he thought proper to fubmit to the 
regent, who took hofiages for his good beh^ 
'viour, and that of the clans ; and march- 
ing northwards, he held juftice courts at Aber^ 
ileen, Elgin, and Invernefs } and then he re* 
turned fouthwards, having reduced the north- 
, €m parts to a ftate of perfeft tranquillity. 
^^ The accounts of the regent's amazing refolii- 

pofcd by tion and aSivity ftruck Mary with conftema- 
tion ; and the rather, as flie thought heridf up* 
on the eve of regaining her liberty. She fcnt 
the bifhop of Rofs, as her ambaflador, to com* 
plain at the Engliih court of the rcgefnt^s.rigo* 
rous proceedings againfl: her friends and fub^ 
jects, and of the affiftance a£Forded him by £U« 
zabeth. The latter continued to profefs a high 
regard for the biihop, and treated him with £o 
much refpe^t, that fhe and her miniilers deiir- 
td hini to put in writing the terms offered by 
Mary. 

Thcfe were, That Mary ivever was to trouble 
the queen of England on the fubjeA of the 
title to her two crowns ; that fiie was willing 
to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh, made in Ju* 
ly 1560 ; pi^ovided always, that failing Elizas 
beth, and the heirs lawfully begotten of her 
body, Mary fliould have her right and title to 
the crowns of England and Ireland, fully and 
wholly referved. 

Second, That there be a new treaty of frienid- 
ftiip between the two queens and their realsno^ 
bgr advice of the eftates. 
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Third, That both thefe articles fhall be con- A.P;is6ji 
£rmed by the oaths and feals of both princes, 
and by afts of parliament ; and if further affu-< 
ranee is required, the queen of Scots fliall ob-^ 
tain the obligations of the kings of France and "^ 
Spain, for her pundual obfervance of her part 
of the agreement. 

Fourth, To gratify the queen of England, 
qiieen Mary ihall pardon all her fubje^s who 
have offended her, provided they return ta 
their obedience, own her as her fovereign, de* 
liver to her the prince her fon, furrender the 
fortreffes, reftore the jewels, and make refti- 
tution to her faithful fubjeds whom they have 
injured. 

Fifth, The murder of lord Darnley fhall be 
forthwith punilhed upon the executors of it^ 
according to the laws of the realm. 

Sixth, And becaufe the nobility dread the 
return of the earl of Bothwell, a proceis of di- 
vorce, fays the original, fhall forthwith be de^ 
duced againfl him, to remove all colour that 
might be pretended in time to come. 

Seventh, Thqfe being agreed to, the quee» 
of Scots fhall be fent into Scotland with a Mc 
and honourable convoy from queen Elizabeth^ 
and there be reftored to her crown and go-* 
vemment by a parliament, all former flatutea 
to the contrary being abolifhed. 

Such were the terms that Lefley^ by his fo* Deiibcra- 
yereign's order, propofed as the bafis of a pe« ^n^m 

Gg2 gotiation 
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A.D. 1569. gotiation for her frcedoni. By a paper publifh- 
pd in the Cecil collection, faid to have been 
given in by Wood, it appears, that the debates 
in the council of England turned upon the 
following points : Firft, That Mary might be 
reftored to liberty, upon her confirming the 
refignation flie had made in Lochlevin. Second, 
That flie might be joined in title with her fon, 
but the executive power to remain with the 
regent Third, That flie fliould be reftored to 
the exercife and enjoyment of her royal digni- 
ty, under the following reftriftions ; that Ma- 
ry fliould profefs the religion of the church of 
England: that a council fliould be eftabliflied 
in Scotland, with the earl of Murray at its 
^ head, by whom Mary was to be diredted in kll 
matters, until the prince fliould be eighteen 
years of age : that a full reftitution and pacifi- 
cation fliould be made in Scotland, and refti- 
tution to all but thofe concerned in Darnley's 
murder ; that no ftrangcrs, excepting known 
merchants, and neceflary fervants, be fuffered 
to remain in Scotland ; and that the league be- 
tween France and Scotland, as prejudicial to 
England, be cancelled, and a new one made 
• between England and Scotland. To compafs 
this end, it was propofed, that the parties of 
the treaty fliould be the queen of England, 
the queen of Scotland, and the prince and 
ftates of Scotland ; that the breach of it fliall 
)}e, by the Scotch parliament, declared to be 

higjl^ 
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tigh treafon ; that if queen Mary fhall break A.p.i56j« 
it, in the judgment of Elizabeth and the 
council of Scotland, fhe fliall forfeit all her 
rights and titles to her fon, who Ihall be im- 
mediately acknowledged king. Laftly, the 
Scots were to give hoftages for the perfor- 
mance of the treaty to Elizabeth, until their 
prince was eighteen years of age. 
. Though I have often hinted at the infcruta- Eiizabetk 
ble charaders of Elizabeth and her minifter, 'ZTto'^ 
yet I am inclined to believe, that the public match^Jlik 
out-4:ry againft the injuftice done to Mary was ^*'^ 
fuch, that they were, at this time, really feri- 
ous in their deliberations concerning her ; nor 
can I think that the above propofals were fo 
' unreafonable, or fo derogatory to her honour, 
^s might have been expefted from the regent. 
In fhort, the negotiation went fo far, that a 
reconciliation appeared on the point o:^ taking 
place, when it fpUt upon the fecret article of 
Norfolk's 'marriage with Mary. That noble* 
man now thought, that Elizabeth's confent to 
Mary's liberty was little more than a matter of 
form ; and he employed Cantrell, one of his . 
domeftics, to found his friends in the north on 
the fubjecl. Thefe were the earls of Suffex, 
Northumberland, Weftmoreland, Cumberland, 
and Derby, The earl of Suffex declared him- 
felf againft the match ; the earl of Northum- 
berland had fome family-reafons to be cold in 
(he affair J nor did it meet with great encou- 
ragement 
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A.D. 1569. ragement fi'om the othei' noblemen. It is cer* 
tain that Elizabeth was fully apprized of the 
whole aflPair; and both her behaviour and con- 
verfation proved, that flie never could be re* 
conciled to the match, though fhe was not ig- 
norant of the duke and Mary's connexions 
with her great fubjccls. In public, flie ufed 
between jeft and earneft, alluding to the duke's 
forlner expreffions, to bid him beware upon 
what •* pillow he laid his head ;" and the man- 
ner in which fhe talked of the marriage, ftruck 
terror into the grcateft and boldeft of her no- 
bility. 
Morray> ^^ the mean time, a correfpondencc was ftill 

S^ovir^. t^pt «P between the duke of Norfolk and the 
regent, who, while he was proceeding with 
the utmoft rigour againft Mary's friends in 
the north, fent the duke the ftrongcft affu^ 
, ranees of his friendfliip, and of his cordial 
difpoiition towards his match with Mary. 
This produced from the duke the letter which 
the reader will find in the notes ^, and never 

* Thcr copy of a letter from the duke of Norfolk to the earl 
of Murray, by the lord Boyd. 
" My good lord, 

** I have received your courteous letter, whereby I do not only 
perceive you well affected for the advancement ot your common 
weal, and the uniting of this land ; but alfo your lordfhip's 
good mind towards me ; which two points I cannot but note, to- 
your fpecial commendation, and my comfort ; And as you (hall 
prove me induftrious to aflfift you with all my power in the one» 
(b (hall you not find me ungrateful in the other, but ready to re* 
quitoycmto my uttermoft for your friendihip fo frankly offered^ 
The rather I ihall have occafion to employ myfejf for the juft re- 
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has been feca by any Scotch hiftorian; but a.d.i5<^ 
unanfwerably proves the fpurioufnefs of Md- 



^pvard of your defcfts, the fooner I (ball think myfelf in nature^ 
friendihip, and confcience, difcharged of my obligation. In the 
mean time, good rtiy"lord, afTiu'e yourfelf that you have not 
onJy.porcbafed a faithful friend, but alfo natural brotlier, wfio 
is not, nor will be, lefs careful of your weal and furety, thaa 
of liis own honour and credit 5 whereof I am fully perfuaded you 
doubt not, and therefore, in that point, I need not to be ov^r 
tedious. But briefly to return to that you deiire to be fatisfied, 
which is for my marriage with the queen your filler. Wherein 
1 muft deal plainly with your lordfiiip, as my only friend, that I 
have proceeded fo far theiein as I, with confcience, can neither 
revoke that that I have done ; nor never do mean, while I do 
live, to go back from tbta- that h done, nor with honour proceed 
fiuthei* until fiich time as yon there (hall remove all fuch ihunt)i« 
ling blocks, as to be impeachments to our more apparent pro- 
ceedings: which whcn-by-you it fhtdl be ftnifhetl, upon my ho- 
nour, the reft (hall follow to your contentment and comfort* 
Wherefore my very earneft requeft at this prefeat to you, my 
good lord, is, that you will proceed herein with fuch expeditiosi^ 
as though the enemies* to . this good purpofe (which will be no 
fmall number, againft the uniting of this land into one king- 
dom in time coming, and the maintenance of God's true reli- 
gion) may not have opportunity, through del9.y given them, to 
binder our pretended determinations j againft the which, I ara 
of opinion^ there will be no praftice by forei^- princes omitted. 
This much, I hopei.will be fufiicient to refoive you of your deiiMf 
touching the marriage ; referring myfelf wholly for your aaplt 
inftru^ion and £ltisfa61ion^j^ all points to my lord Boyd j wh9 
hath commlinon by the qugfiln of Scotlaiid» yoCir fifter, and aUb 
by me, to refoive you of all doubts, whom I wiih you to credit 
as myfelf. You Ibail not want the furtherance in this enter-> 
prize of the moft pait oi the noblemen of thi«. realm, whoiic 
faithful frienddiip in this caufe, and all otlier my a^ons, I have^ 
to my contentn^nt, fufRciently proved. 

" Thus being perfuaded that your lordihip's endeavour is for 
the maintenance of God'& glory, and the advancement of the 
commonweal of this iHand, I have adventui?ed to impart my ie« 
cret determination, as to one whom I make account to be- fully 
allured of 9 and unto whom I wi(h long life and profperou9 
health to his hearty deiue. So with my hearty commoidatioi^ 

I ceafey 
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A. 0.15%. vil's Memoirs. When the duke wrote this let- 
ter to the regent^ Elizabeth had, to appear- 
ance, fo high an opinion of Murray, that fhe 
had fent Middlemore to counfel and affift him 
in his affairs (though by that flie might only 
meati that he ihould be a fpy upon his con- 
duct), and had thanked lord Hunfdon for the 
good offices he had done Murray againf): 
the borderers. That nothing may be wanting 
to convince the reader how uninformed our 
hiftorians, but above all the writer of Melvil's 
Memoirs, have been, with regard to the tranf- 
aAions of this period, I have, in the notes, 
inferted another letter ^ from Cecil to Drury, 

I ceafe, at this prefent, for no further moleftations to your good 
•lorcKhip. 

From my houfe in London, the firft day of Juljr, 
Your faithful and moft aflured friend to his power." 
Pollfcript. 
' I have heard you have been in the north parts of Scotland, 
and doubt not but you have fatisfied the requeft I made for the 
biihop of Rofs, afid have caufed his fervants be obeyed of bene- 
'£ces i and what is left undone, I pray you effeftuaJly caufe it to 
be furthered. He hath the queen of England's letter directed to 
yovL for that eiFe6t ; but trufts that my requeft (hall make him be 
obeyed ere the other come to your'^ands, whereunto you ihall 
do me fingular pleafure.'^ 

• • " Sir, fmce my laft letter, whereby I iignified to you the 
queen's majefty's defire to have fpoken with you, her majefty 
hath willed me to write to you in this fort following : That (he 
would gladly you (hould tarry no longer from repairing to Ber- 
wick, than lieceflity (hall move you j and that at your arrival 
thti'e, you (hall give the earl of Murray to underftand by your 
own fpeech, or by writing, that the queen's majefty hath, of 
late, found it very ftrange to hear it affirmed very plainly and 
credibly, that he (hould at his being here, and (ince his de- 
parture, by bis fervant John Wood, motion and earneftly la- 
bour 



O F S CO T L A N D. e$i 

Dtury, the marfhal or governor of Berwick^ A. D. 15^ 
who was his creature and confident. In this 
letter the reader will fee, that Drury was or- 
da*ed to talk with Murray in the fevereft terms 
upon his, and his fecretary Wood's, having fa- 
voured the match with Norfolk without Eli-^ 
2abeth's knowledge or approbation. We may 
therefore, upon the whole, venture to fay^ 
that Elizabeth had received no certain intel- 
ligence of. the marriage before this fummer. 
But; I am now to attend the aflfairs of Scotland* 
' . Whatever good opinion Norfolk might be Y'^ ^i 
inclined to have of the regent, yet the fevere ScotUwii 
proceedings of the latter againft Mary's friends 
were highly complained of by the bifliop of 
Rofs ; and Elizabeth diffembling all knowledge 
of the match between Mary and Norfolk, ap-^ 
peared to be fo well difpofed tow5^rds Mary re^ 

hour to compafs the marriage of the Scottifh queen with the 
duke of Norfolk j whereof neither he hirtifelf, nor any of his^ 
did ever notify the fame to her majefly. And howfoever.ho 
Ihall be iaduced to tliink hereof, her majefly willeth, that h* 
never ihall find her fo weak in this fo great a caufe> as to fufFer 
tills to proceed, being fo attempted without her privity. And if 
he have not been a firfl: beginner, nor |aboui*er herein, her ma* 
jelly would dire6lly know the tiiith, and his knowledge in Jhc 
ftme. For (he thinketh it reafonable for him to dHl plainly 
with her majefty, tonfidering ihe hath, in all his CliUfes, desd( 
Co favourably towards him. And if he (hall appear to. her |na- 
jtfty not faulty herein, he (hall hold himfelf afftt^M of the 
continuance of her favours. Thefe, and a much lon|«^ fpeecb^ 
with fome vehemency, her majefty commanded me to idvertife 
you J adding, that (he was a(rured you would herein ftSIW your 
f4ithfulnefs to her majefty. I perceive her majefly is ll mueiU 
offended with the manner of the compaffing hereof, at With th^ , 
jttatter itfelf." 

Vol. VII. H h ciitering 
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A. D. 1569. covering her liberty, that flic agreed to fend 4 
ktter to Murray by the lord Boyd (whom Mary 
was, at the fame time, difpatching into Scot- 
land to prevent Murray's perfecution of her 
friends), propofing the terms of Mary^s delive- 
rance. The lord Boyd met with Murray at 
Elgin, and put Elizabeth's letter into his 
hand. It contained in fubftance, that Mary 
Si«tfwood. M fliould either be abfolutely reftored to hei^ 
royal dignity, or be affociated in the go- 
vernment with her fon, and in all letters, and 
public a£ls, honoured with the title of a queen ; 
the adminiftration of affairs continuing in the 
iregent's hands till the king fliould be fevea- 
teen years of age ; or if none of thefe could be 
granted, that flie might be permitted to return 
unto her country, and live a private life, hav- 
ing honourable means appointed for her enter- 
tainment. The queen, of Scots defired that 
judges fliould be appointed for cognifing the 
hwfulnefs of her marriage with Bothwell ; and 
if the fame was found contrafted againft the 
laws, it might be declared null, and flie made 
free to niarry where flie pleafed.'' 
with lettiff It k certain, that both Elizabeth and Mail's 
«^cwsaftd letters were delivered to the regent, before he 
Thwgmcf- j^ made his great difcoveries of Norfolk's in- 
tended match. The lord Boyd, at the fame 
Spotfwood.^ time,, delivered to the regent a letter from Sir 
{(Nicholas Throgmorton, who was the great 
agent on the part of the Englifli nobility for 

the 
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the match, acquainting him of its being con- ^•?^- 's^a- 
eluded, and adviiing him, as his friend^ to 
.agree to it immediately and with a good, gracfi, 
left Mary and the duke fhould think that his 
confent was extorted. He likewife advifed ^ 
him to fend Maitland up to England, as being 
the only ftatefman he could truft for fettling 
the terms of his and his party's fecurity. The 
conclufion of Throgmorton's letter is very re- 
markable, and fliews . how fan guine that great 
minifter was as to the marriage : ^* No man's 
friendihip (fays he) will be more embraced than 
yours, no man's eftimation be greater, if you 
Ihall conform yourfelf, and cbocur with your 
friends in this : contrariwife, if. you under? 
ftand^ or ^become an adverfe party, you will 
be fo encumbered both from hence, from 
thence, and all other places, as no man cao 
advife you what to do. Therefore God fend 
ypu to dired your courfe for the beft." 

This letter to the regent was accompanied 
by one from Sir Nicholas to Maitland, de- 
firing him to make all the hafte he could to 
the court of England, he being the moft pro* 
per minifter that could be employed for open* 
ing the match to Elizabeth, who was ftill ig- 
norant of the fame. He then intimates, that 
it was £0 ftrongly fupported by the earls of 
Arundel, Pembroke^ Leicefter, Bedford, Shrewf* 
bury, and the reft of the wifeft, nobleft, ableft, 
;ind mightieft noblemen of England, that i( 

H |i 2 was 
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A, 0.156$. \vas held affurcd Eliza^etU would conC^nt tO 
it. for her own fecurity, aqd the happinefc of 
her people ; but that it ftiU was to be under- 
ftoody nothing was to be done but by her con- 
fent He then expatiat.ed upon the danger, a3 
Elizabeth ihewed no inclination for a hufband, of 
Jier next heir the queen of Scots marrying a fo^ 
reign prince ; and how eligible it was, that fhe 
would make the duke of Norfolk, who was ^ 
popular Englifh nobleman, and a proteftant^ 
her huiband ; and that if the young king of 
. Scotland fhould live to bq pf ^ge, that he might 
marry the duke's daughter, 
Afton^n* The regent having, read bis letters, which 
dttflt^. he received in Jijne, appointed a cpnyention of 
the eftates of Scotland to meet in July. In 
the mean while, he told lord Boyd, that if Ma^ 
ry was in earnoft for a divorce, flie might writ^ 
to the king of Denmark to do juftice upon 
< Bothwell, which would fave her the trouble 
of a tedious procefs for a divorce in Scotland. 
Upon the meeting of the eftates at Perth, it 
was no wonder if great debates arofe. Eliza- 
beth had, again and again, promifed both in 
public and private, that if fhe found Mary to 
be guilty of her hufband's murder, Ihe never 
would confent to her being re- inflated in the 
rdyal dignity. Her confent therefore, at thi^ 
time, to fuch a reftitution, was a manifeft evi- 
dence that ihe did not believe her guilty; or, 
in other words^ that the filver-box papers wer<i 

• forged, 
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forged. The regent's party's intereft In the a. 0.1569. 
affembly, was however fo great, that it was 
refolved to fupport the infant king's authority, 
and confequently to rejcft the propofal for Ma- 
ry's reftoration* The fecond propoial was re- 
jeded, as being dangerous and impracticable ; 
and Murray was afraid of oppofing the third, 
which m^t with general approbation. We are 
told, however, that he fecretly did all in his 
power to render it abortive. Mary's requeft 
came next under deliberation ; and to the 
amazement of all unprejudiced perfons, her 
divorce from Bothwell was oppofed by the ve^ 
ry men who before had been fo clamorous for 
an eternal feparation between them. Upon 
the whole, nothing decifive was done in this 
convention, and the regent was contented 
M^ith fending an account of the debates to Eli- 
zabeth by his fecretary Wood, whom (be 
received with great coldpefs, becaufe flie 
pw^as now fully convinced of Murray being con- 
cerned in the match, and that Wood wa$; hi3 
^gent* 

Elizabeth had now, by the bold refolut^ Proceedinn 
manner in which fhe declared herfelf againft "p?.^ ^•'- 
the match, ftruck fo eflFeftual a terror into «»««. 
Leicefter, that either in a pretended or real fit 
of ficknefs, Jie made an ample difcovery to 
Elizabeth of all he knew of the matter, and of 
all the noblemen who had. favoured it. This 
t^ifcovery produced the peremptory Utter fent 

by 
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A. D. 1569. by Cecil to Drury, which wc have already 
fccn ; and another to the fame purpofe wa^ 
fent by Cecil to the lord Hunfdon, Elizabeth's 
kinfman. When he received it the regent was 
at Kelfo, employed in fuppreffing 6utla\s(s and 
fettling the borders. Upon his meeting with 
lord Hunfdon, and being taxed with his know- 
ledge of the marriage^ he endeavoured to ex- 
cufe himfelf ; but owned he had told the duke 
of Norfolk, that if Mary was divorced from 
Bothwell, or if he was executed, he would 
give his confent for her marriage with the 
duke. 
Maitiaiid Notwithftanding what paffed between the 

to Edin-""*" regent and the lord Hunfdon, there is reafon 
^ ' to believe, that the former more than fufpeft«» 
cd the difcoveries that had been made to Eli* 
zabeth; and thereby perceived himfelf to be 
on the brink of ruin by the lofs of her friend- 
fliip. He therefore agreed to give her an ample 
: proof of his repentance by facrificing to her, 
his friend and intimate, Maitland. Crawford, 
fervant to Lenox, and the fame who had been 
examined by the commiffioners againft Mary, 
was employed upon this occafion ; becaufe 
the regent did not chufe, if he could poffibly 
avoid it, to appear openly againft a man who 
was poffeffed of all his fecrets. Upon a meet- 
ing of the council, Cra\i'ford applied for im- 
mediate admittance into the room at Stirling, 
where he direcJ;ly accufed Maitland with 

being 
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being acceffary toDarnley's murder, and defir* 4«i>.i56f» 
cd that he might be ordered into clofe confine** 
ment. Maitland had for fome time before 
this fufpefted the regent not to be his friend^ 
and he behaved towards him with great fliy* 
nefs ; but trufting to his own intereft, he had 
been prevailed upon, though with fome diffi-» 
culty, to attend the council. The board feemed 
to be afipniihed at Crawford's charge ; but 
Maitland himfelf behaved with great intrepi- 
dity and prefence of mind, and demanded to 
be admitted to bail ^. This was oppofed by 
the profecutor ; and with a feeming reludance 
on the part of Murray, he was fent prifoncr, 
under a guard, to Edinburgh. Sir James BaU 
four, the fame who had been governor of the 
caftle of Edinburgh, and his brother were 
likewife committed to the caftle of Stirling. 

The recent made a great merit with Eliza* BaHwroot 
beth of this vigorous proceeding; and there ofMaqr, 
is no room to doubt that he fent her an am* 
pie difcovery of all he knew relating to the 
marriage. So many informations as Elizabeth 
now received, determined her to proceed with 
more rigour (if not barbarity) than ever to- 
wards Mary. She fufpefted the earl of Shrewl^ 
bury, her head keeper, as being too favourable 

• I have infcrted into the narrative of this tranfk^lion fome 
part of the account given of it by the author of MelviPs Me-- 
moirs, becaufe it is not inconiiftent with Crawford's MSS. which 
1 look upon to be a much better authority. 
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A. p. 1569. (o iier caufe; and Ihe knew the connedJoil 
there was between the duke of Norfolk and 
the lord Scroop. She therefore joined the earl 
pf Huntingdon^ whom Mary confidered as her 
mp& determined enemy in England^ . in com- 
miilion with the earl of Shrewfbury, oil pre- 
tence of the latter's ill ftate of health, to take 
the cuftody of Mary, ' In the ktter flie writes 
to the earl of Huntingdon, fhe makes a kind of 
an apology for ordering him td take charge of 
Mary in another perfon's houfe ; but defirea 
him to carry with hina fome of his moft tnifty 
iervants, b^caufe fhe apprehended an attempt 
would be made for Mary's efcape. " We 
would have you alfo, (continues her letter) 
after conference with bur faid coufin of Shrewf- 
buiy, to devife how; the number of' the- queen 
of Scots train might be diminiflied, and re- 
duced only to thirty perfons of all forts, as 
was ordered, but, as we perceive, too much 
enlarged of late time. You ihall alfo jointly 
with the earl of Shrewfbury, jgive order, that 
no fuch common refort be to the (j^ueen, as 
hath been ; nor that fhe have fuch liberty to 
fend pofts as fhp hatb done, to the great bur- 
den of our poor fubjefts : and ;if fhe ihall 
have any fpecial caufe to fend us, then you 
ihall fo permit her fervant with the warrant of 
your hand; and none to come otherwif^." 
The clofe of her letter is as follows : " After 
we had confidered of fome part of the pre- 

mifeS| 
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toifes, we thought, in this fort, to alter part ^••^* ^^^^ 
thereof. We will that no perfon Ihall be fufr 
fered to come from the queen of Scots with 
any meffage or letter : but if iht will write to 
us, you fliall oflFer to. fend the fame by one of 
yours. And fo we will ^youi to.doj for our 
meaning is, that for a feafon Ihe /ball ncithdr 
fend, nor receive any .meffage: or Idtjera with- 
out our knowledge*'* ... J 1 . .., / . 

♦ ■ 

Thus Mary, while ihe was flattiiring herfdif who re- 
with the hopes. of ..-iijifnediate deliverance fronpr k«^* 
her prifon, was tre^tpd gs the .vileft/b£ felfrcona 
demned criminals i. She.. had been ;of ten. hcaci 
to mention th€f:e^rJi X)f /HuntingtQn?s':name 
with horror, on account of his conriedioii* 
with the Grey,f^tmi)y.;* and ihe inorelthaji doce = 
expreffed her ?tpptebenfioris, that !fhe h^d been 
removed to;Tutbury, which was in bis neighr 
bourhood, that he. might have anC opporturiit^ 
to take away hQt. life.. Whea he arrived at 
Tutftury, the ejirl: of Shrewfbury could • not 
conceal his indigp^tiOA at having- him ap* 
pointed for his coadjutor. .Huntington ex- 
preffed his uneafinefs on that account in a let* 
ter to Cecil ; and plainly charged the earl of 
Shrewfbury with favouring Mary too muchi 
and with being too remifs in the exercife of 
his ofEce as a jailer. The truth is, while Mary 
was at Tutbury, flie had held an uninterrupted 
correfpondence with the duke of Norfolk, by 
the agency of his fervant Liggons, and one 

Vol. VIL I i Cavendilh, 
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A. D. 1569. Cavendifli, who had been recommended to 
ber by the earl of Lekefter. This had come 
to Elizabeth's ears^ probably by Leicefter^s 
. own information. The two noblemen were 
ordered by Elizabeth to make ftrid fearch fot 
the letter, which had been written to her by 
the earls 1 of Pembrc^ce and Leicefter, and 
which was in the latter's hand- writing, toge- 
ther with all the other papers relating to her 
. inarriage* They accordingly, with a beha- 

^ tdour cquaily: ttnniasly as unmannerly, mm- 

aiaged alt iMtty^ cabinets and coffers, but to 
bo puipofe>; for her intelligence was fo good, 
that flue h^ deftroyed all the papers they 
wunted, 

tiiMtcth's : BefcHre Elizabeth received firem MiMray thie 

tgCaryr"' packct, which Contained all he knew concern-* 
ing the marriage, ihe had repented of thfe'pro** 
pofal wh^ch Ihe had fent him, and which had 
been adopted by the Scotch parliament; for 
file dafpatchied her kmfman, Henry Cary, to 
Scotland, witii a new fet of very extraordi- 
nary inflru£Honis, and which were calculated 
for either keeping Mary a perpetual prifoner^ 
cur for put tin||^. into £lizabd(>h''S hand& t&e chief 
of the Scotch nol)ility, on the ridiculous pre- 
tc&Kt of their being detained in England a9 
iroftages for Mary's fafety in Scotland. Cary 
Wa3 ordered -to acq^uaiat the regent th^ his 
miftrefs coidd no Joaigcr avoid coming to a fi- 
B^l refolution with regard to Mary. Her dc- 

- marndsy 
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flaand$9 therefore, were as follow ; ** Firft, That a.d. ise^. 
three carls and three lords of parliament fliould 
be given as hoftages that Mary ihould livp 
her natural life, without any finifter means tq 
ihorten the fame. The earls and the lord$ 
were to be feleded from the following lift; 
the earls of Angus, the earl of Crawford, the 
carl of Mar, the earl pf Caffils, the earl of 
Buchan, .and the earl of Monteith : and for 
the barons and lords of parliament, it were 
meet that feme of thefe were, the lord Hume, 
the lord Lindfay of Byrris, the lord Ruth* 
yen, the lord Oliphant, the lord QIamis, th^ 
lord Grey, the lord Ogilvie, the lord Scmplei 
the lord Innermeth, the lord Stuart of OchiU 
tree^ and the lord Maxwell. In cafe an earl 
could not be had, two lords of parliament, or 
two heirs apparent of earls, were to fupply his 
place. Secondly, That thefe hoftages remain 
in England upon the charges of the crown of 
Scotland, and that Mary fliould enjoy the 
eftate granted her by that parliament. Thirdly^ 
That the regent fliould, laying afide all pre* 
tencc of fending any perfon to treat with her 
(Elizabeth), inftantly fend an anfwer under his 
hand and feal, and thofe of his frieqd$, to her 
demands ; and likewife a full account of ^U jbugi 
knew concerning Norfolk's marriage.'* 

The regent found himiii^lf now b^fet with Cq Variance 
many difficulties, not knowing Hpon wha$ rcgwTand 
terms he flood with EHjs^beth^ ti»t be h^c^m ^''^'"^* 

li Zi fufpicious, 

i 
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A*D.x5$9. fufpicious, diftruftful, and (what iie was not 
naturally inclined to be) cruel. The facrificc 
pi Maitland, who had been the main advifer 
pf the propofed marriage, he thought would 
be an atonenient for him * with Elizabeth ; but 
he found fome difficulty in bringing him and 
Balfour to the block, on account of Kirkaldy, 
who was in poffeffion of Edinburgh caftle, and 
Maitland's declared friend. The baron of 
Down, to whom he had opened his intention 
of difplacing Kirkaldy, put the latter upon 
his guard. It was fome time before Kirk? 
♦Idy would give credit to Dqwn^s information, 
becaufe the regent folenjnly protefted that he 
had no hand in the commitment of Maitland ; 
and that if Kirkaldy would fufpend his judge- 
meat, he would foon be undeceived, Thofe 
affurances did not fatisfy Kirkaldy, efpecially 
after a procefs was ifl'ued out againft the two 
prifoners for trying them capitally. At firft 
Kirkaldy infifted upon the earl of Morton and 
Mr, Archibald Douglas being tried likewife. 
Failing in this demand, he and lord Herries 
Openly accufed Morton and Douglas of being 
art and part in the late king's death ; and to 
prove the charge, Herries offered to fight Mor- 
ion, and Kirkaldy, Douglas. The regent ftill 
wanted to pacify matters with a view of gett 
ting Kirkaldy into his hands, likewife, fo as to 
cut him off either by law or violence. Kirk-? 
gldy was on his guard ; and inftead of paying 




O F S G O T L A N D. 245 

Maitland a friendly vifit, as the regent aiid a- 1^.15%. 
Morton hoped, he marched at the head of a 
firong detachment of his garrifon, and refc 
cued Maitland from his prifon ^. Both Craw- 
ford and the writqr of Melvil's Memoirs 
agree, that Morton hired four ruffians to mur- 
der Kirkaldy if he had entered Edinburgh un- 
attended. 

Thus Grange had the cuftody of Mary's piffiarah. 
three capital friends, the duke of Chatlehe- regent, 
raut, the lord Herries, and Maitland. The 
high opinion which the public had (and with 
great juftice) of Kirkaldy's .courage, fpirit, 
and honefty, and the great fervices he had 
performed to the regent and his party, joined 
to the univerfal deference that was paid to 
Maitland's accomplilhments as a fcholar and 
a ftatefman, began to cool the affections of 
many who had joined him, and particularly the 
lord Hume, who was Morton's declared enemy. 
The regent, though he was incapable of fe^r, 
was fufceptible of flattery, and eafily refigned 
himfelf to the guidance and opinions of others. 
Morton had all the ill, without any of the 
good, qualities of the regent. He was cove- 

• Spotfwood fays, that Kirkaldy counterfeited the regent** 
hand in a warrant which he ftiewed to the keeper, who imme- 
diately delivered up his prifoner to Kirkaldy. Though it is not 
very material to our hiftory whether Maitland was delivered by 
force or fraud, yet it is eafy to perceive in the archbilhop a par* 
tiality j probably arifing from family obligations and connec- 
tions with the regent. 

tous« 
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4*i>. 1569* touB, clofe, defigniDg, ambitious, and vihi 
diftive, to the laft degree ; arid having got A 
complete afcendency over the regent, he per- 
fnaded him to diffemble till a proper opportu- 
nity fliould prefent itfelf of ftriking the blo\x^ 
ht^ intended, He carried his dii&mulation to 
iuch excefsy that, if we are to believe the wri- 
ter of MelviFs Memoirs, he paid Maitland 
• ttid Kirkaldy a vifit in the caftlc. Be that as 
: it l^ill, it is certain that they had an interview 
together ; but the regent's manner was fo un* 
Il)c€ that open, manly, behaviour which had 
always diftinguiflied him, that it was cafy for 
the penetrating Maitland to perceive the re- 
firaint he was under, and that all was the re* 
fult of Morton's counfels, But it is now timf 
to return to England, 
Mary'iin. Elizabeth had received Wood, who was a 
thlTukTof low-bred man, with fo much difdain, that Pit* 
Mdth^Ro. ^™ abbot of Dumfermling, a man of greater 
mancatho- cpnfideration, was fent to fupply his place. 
While Pitcairn refided in England, the affair 
of the marriage took an unfavourable turn, 
which I fhall relate without regard to our 
former hiftorians, either Scotch or Englifh, be- 
caufe the ftate-papers of the time fupply me 
with ample materials. 

The duke of Norfolk continued to pay his 
court affiduoufly to Elizabeth, till he found 
by her repeating the caution that he fhould take 
care upon what pillow he refted his head, and 

an 
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in, unufual fcverity in her behaviour, that he waa ^^ ^ ^^^ 
toexped the wqrft if he ikoold perfift in the 
purpofe of his marriage. Kot knowing how 
to behave, he appKed for advice to the earl of 
Pembroke, and the reft of his friends in Lof^ 
don } but they, like himfelf, had been treated 
with fo much coldnefs by Elizabeth and her - 
ihinifters, that each had retired to his country 
feat, as the duke himfelf did to Andover, to 
avoid the impending fibrm. it was about thii 
time that Elizabeth had not only all her fut 
picions confirmed, concerning the match, by 
the regent's information, but had received un«^ 
doubted rntelHgence that it had been approved 
of by the kings of France and Spain, Mary 
having iezA credentials for that purpofe by 
one Borthwick, to her embaffador the arch- 
biihop of Glafgow. All this ferved only to 
eiafperate Elizabeth the more; and flic fent 
Henry Skipwith, one of her moft trufty 
agents, with orders for the earls of Shrewf* 
bwy and Huntington, and the vifcount He* 
retord, to provide a body of troops for op-' 
pofing' any attempts that might be made ta 
ref^ue Mary, She had more reafon fior thi* 
precaution than perhaps flie was aware of. 
Whfle Mary Tras at Wingfield, the earis of 
Nortfenmberiand and Weftmorcland had been 
tampered with by one Rudolphi, a Florentine 
merchant, rcfidiTig for fome time- in England, 
and was now the fecret agent of the pope, and? 

the 
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A. a 15^. the Roman catholic powers, who had giveil 
him credit for large fums to be employed in 
Mary's fervice. Her other agents in the north 
were bufy at the fame time$ and met with 
great fuceefs^ till ^ plan of rebellion was con- 
certed betwfeeh them and the two earls* In 
the mean time, Leonard Dacres, fon to a no- 
bleman of that name, brought to Mary, while 
ihe was at Wingfield, a map of England, to 
Ihew how prafticable it was for him to refcue 
and carry her to the north. Mary was fo ge^ 
nerous as to refufe to confent to the refcue. 
unlefs it w:as approved of by the duke of Nor- 
folk^ who diifuaded her from it, on account 
of fome perfonal differences he had with 
Dacres. The duke, at the fame time, would 
have willingly perfuaded her not to truft the 
earl of Northumberland, becaufe he fufpe£led 
that that nobleman had fomb views of match* 
ing Mary either into his own family, or witb 
a foreign prince. 
Aieatena Northumberland appeared now to be keen 
seMiion. for the Hiarriage; and offered, if Ihe would 
advance him thirty thoufand crowns, to carry 
Mary into the north, where, even if Elizabeth 
ihouid oppofe the marriage, it might be con* 
fummated upon honourable terms. The duke 
was fo tender of offending Elizabeth, that he 
rejefted this propofal likewife ; at which Mary 
was fo much offended, that fhe fent Bifliop, 
and other trufty agents, to treat with the two 

northern 
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horthern earls unknown Jo Norfolk, who flie a. d, 15^ 
faid had precluded her from the means of 
efpaping when fhe might have done it, and ftill 
j-efyfed to be aflGifting in hfer d^Uveraricc. We 
are in tlje dark as to th^ W^^i?^ which Mary 
found out for c^iryiijg 09 f^ Qi$iny intrigues j 
tiotwithft^n^ing the foyere orders th?,t ha4 
been given to her two jailers j bftt it is «rjtaij| 
that Elizabeth had but a Very iraperfeft know- 
ledge of the particulars, thoUgh file fuipefted 
toore, perhapis, than tJbie txxkih. By the intellii. 
gpQce file x:ccmved from lord Wqnrtworth it apr 
p^ared, that the duke of Norfolk, while he 
w^ in the country, kfept compaii|^ iBvith feiwr 
br none bi;it profeft papift«, though he w.ai^ 
himifdf a declared p^roteftaat. The duke ifj 
Jikewife accufed, by contemporary writers, of 
the inqauoous maAner in \^hich he lived in thii 
country, and his aJFeiQtijag too much popular* 
rityj as if he meant to fet Eli?jabeth at defiance* 
i am inclined to believe that g great de^ pjE 
this is truq ; but indeei4 tb? <Juke had neithef 
spirit nor r^folutipn tp fupppft jth^ p?rt he h^ 
iind^rtaken. lie had alway:S dcc|^red^ even tp 
bis mpft intjmatie friends, that he never wo^il4 
marry the qneen of Scot$ without Elizat>eth'p 
confent J whil^, at jthe fame time, he trembled .t0 
rtilunk th?^t a .civil war wfis now almoi^ unavoid- 
able, through jyLary's intrigues in the north.} 
Jtiut he ftill ^onfolcid him^felf tbftt he had, ^ 
Vol. VIL K k yet, ' 
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yet, committed no oveYt ad of treafon agaih^ 
Elizabeth. 

After many confliAs iil his own mind, h^ 
kad refolved to throw himfelf at Elizabeth'* 
feet, when Mr. Fitzgerald (or, as he is called 
in the difpatches of that time, Mr. 6rarret) 
brought him a letter from £li2^abetb^ ordering 
^im to repair to her at Windfor. This pe- 
remptory meffage, which was delivered on the 
twenty-firft of September, ftaggered his fefo- 
lution, and he pretended to be ill of a fever 
and ague ; but promifed to attend the court in 
four days. It appears^ in the mean while, he 
had received from Cecil a fevere reprimand, 
on account of the company he kept ; and had 
tieeii informed that Murray had difcovered alt 
he knew concerning the marriage. This added 
to his terror J and inftead of repairing, as he 
had promifed, to Windfor^ he went to Ken-* 
Hinghale, one of his country feats ; upon 
which Elizabeth fent him a fliarp letter, com* 
'manding him, upon his allegiance, without 
pleading any manner of excufe, to repair to 
her ccturt. She fent the like fummons to the 
earl of Arundel and lord Lumley, two of Nor- 
foik^'s moft intimate friends, and ordered both 
of them to be confined to their Iioufes. Eli* 
z^beth then proceeded, though with great cau- 
tion, for fear of rendering th^ duke defpe- 
rate, as if flie had been on the eve of a rcbeP 

lion. 
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Jion. A letter was direded by the council to a. ©.1569. 
feveral counties, acquainting the people and 
the juftices that no harm was meant to the 
duke of Norfolk i that he was ordered only to 
attend the court, becaufe the queen difapproved 
iof the propofed marriage ; and that Ihe knew 
jiothing of hini inconfiftent with the cha- 
rafter of an honourable perfon, and a loyal 
filbjeft^ Along with this proclamation, orders 
were difpatched by Elizabeth to lord Went- 
worth, that he ihould fend the duke of Nor- 
folk even in a' litter, whatever his ftate of 
health might be j while Cecil, to render hinj 
lefs fliy, privately informed him, by writing, 
that Elizabeth intended to inflid upon him no 
greater cenfure than that of confining him, as 
Ihe had the two other lords^ to his own houfe. 
Both of them, in the mean time, were es> 
amined, a$ was the earl of Pembroke ; and in 
their aflfwers all of them agreed, that they ne- 
ver meant to. profecute the affair of the mar- 
riage farther than as they found it agreeable 
to Elizabeth's good pleafure, During the 
courfe of this ei^amination, however, it came 
out, that the lord Lumley had been in com?- 
^any with Mary's and the Spanilh embaffa- 
dors; for wjiich he was fent prifoner to the 
Tower. Some frefli advices which Elizabeth 
received from the regent, determined her 
to order Fit;s^erald to arreft the duke of 
Norfolk, who w^s fet out for Windfor, at Ux- 

K k ?i bridge, 
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4*^r!5^* bridge, and'^to citty him to a gtotlera^h^^ 
koufe at Bui^rih^tD> the duke hafd fo YmU 
idea of his fituatiofr| that he had already fent 
ie befpeak his lod^ihgs at court ; and though 
pt had iptty hotftm^n iu his cqinpany, hi 
jl|uietly ilibmitte4 t0 the arreft, though Fitz^ 
]^erUd was riot attended by above fix or feveft 
pefforis. 
The duke While the duke rertiained at Btifnhaitt, Si» 
•rreftedtnd Heury Nevil was appointed to take charge of 
' his perfbn, without fuffering him to converfe 
with any one, afid his principal fervants were 
arrefted likewife, Sdibe unfavourable circum* 
\$ince$ app^siriBg i^ (he duke's examination^ 
Sir Herfry Nevil and Sir Francis Knolle^ were 
Ordered to carry hita a clofe prifoner to the 
Tower of London. Elizabeth's indignation 
nexfr fell upon Sir Ni<iholas Throgmorton, 
who undefwenf^ on the tenth of Qftober, an 
Examination before the lord- keeper, Sir Ralpli 
jSadler, and Sir Walter Mildmay. Throgmor- 
ton prevaricated in his examination, if the let- 
ters afcribcd to hin> by archbilhop Spotfwood 
arc genuine ; for he fays, that he wrote nor- 
thing to Murray exprefly conceriiicfg the mat^ 
ier of the marriage. It is almoft incredible 
ivith wliat affiduity and diligence Elizabeth 
and her minift^rs continued their examinati- 
ons of all that were Concerned in this affair ; 
and if they were coUedled, they would amount 
tp a large volume. 

The 
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'■ The public of England were thrown into ^' ^- <5^v 
the utnjoft conftcrnation art: the f^vcre treat* ^^°®J^j^* 
inent of the duke of Norfolk, and the uiifailt ^^2n?'««4f 
means that had been employed to tnt^p jiim. 
Mary's agents in the notth of England had 
been fo fuccefsful, that her friends there were 
ripe for a revolt, and aAually appeared ii| 
arms in fmall parties. The earl of Sqflre^, \Kfh6 
continued lord-prefident, kept a careful ttyt 
over the. infurgf^nts ; and about the beginning 
pf Odlober he had drawn together a body cH 
men ; but he difmified them, as no vjolenee 
had been jC^ered. About the middle of tht 
fame month, the lord Willoughby difcovered 
that a number of people were in arms at t 
place called Kirby more-fide ; upon which, the 
earl of Sufle:^ received frefh orders to afiem* 
ble his forced, and to watch the motions of the 
fearls of Northumbeiland and Weftmorelandi 
who were, at this time, a<5lually in treaty 
with the duke of Alva, the Spanilh general in 
the Low Countries, Large fums had gone 
through this duke's hands for the ufe of 
Mary's friends in England and Scotland; and 
he had agreed to throw over a body of men 
into England, as foon as it was known that 
Mary's friends were in arms in the north. 

The earls of Northumberland and Weft- where an 

a£lual re- 

moreland fcem to have been very weak men, beiiion 

breaks ouCa 

and fo much under the power of priefts as not 
to regard their moft folemn proteftations. 

When 
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A* D. 15^^ Wheq the earl of Suffex taxed them with their 
rebellious defigns, they denied them in fuch a 
manner that they convinced him of their in^* 
nocency ; and he difmiffed them, with leave 
to enquire into the authbrs of the flanders that 
had been raifed againft them. He even recomr 
piended them to Elizabeth's favour ; but their 
p.ra-ftices now becanle fo notorious, that 
flie Ordered the earl of Suffex to comrnand 
their attendance upon her perfon. When 
Suffex intimated this order to the two earls^ 
Northumberland, prcfuming upon his :great 
rank and family, retired to Topcliff, to the 
idifappointment of Elizabeth, who reprimanded 
the earl of Suffex for fuffering him to efcape. 
From Topcliff, Northumberland temovcd to 
Harleffey, where he confulted,1n the open fields, 
(the ftate-papers fay under a hedge) wijth the 
earl of Wefttnoreland, Leonard Dacres, and 
other chiefs of the confpiracy. They then 
went to Branfpeth, wlicre they met with a 
meffenger from Mary, promifing them greater 
afliffances both in men and money; but de- 
iiring them, at the fame time, to defer their 
rifing, and only keep themfelves in readinefs. 
This meffage was occafioned partly by the 
flownefs of the duke of Alva's motions, and 
partly by Norfolk's danger. Vitelli, a Spa- 
ni£h officer of rank, had been fent over on 
pretence of regulating fome commercial dif- 
ferences between his matter »nd Elizabeth; 

but, 
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fedt, in reality, to command the troops tHat A.D.isejir 
were to be fent to aflift the northern rebels : 
and La Motte, the governor of Dunkirk, was^ 
at this time, in the habit of a common failo^^ 
adually founding; the ports where they were to 
land. One Havers was foon after fent by the 
duke.of Norfolk to diffuade the northern, no- 
blemen from riling at that;^ time, becaufe they 
might endanger his head. Havers came top 
late ; for the fignals of i^ebellion were theii 
publiihed, by ringing the bells backward, all 
over the jiorth of England j and the two no- 
blemen emitted a manifeflo, which the reader 
will find in the note, and I believe never h^ 
been feen by any of Mary's hiftorians ^. 



• " Whereas it hath been by the finifter and wicked ,repoit» 
of fundry malicious perfons, enemies both to God's word, and 
the public.dlate of this commonwealth, devifed and publifhed^^ 
that the aflemWy of thefe noblemen, the earls of Northuinber- 
land and Weftmoreland, with fundry of the greatcft worihip 
ai)d credit in this part of the realm, is, and hath been, to the 
overthrow of the commonwealth and the crown ; it was there- 
fore thought good, to the earls and their council, to fignify to 
all and every of the queen's majefty's fubje61s, the true sgid fiiu- 
eere meaning of the faid earls, their friends and allies. 

" Know ye, therefore, that whereas of late it hath been 
faithfully and deliberately confidered and devifed, by the right 
hi^h and mighty prince Thomas duke pf Norfolk, Henry eari 
of Arundel, William earl of Pembroke, together with the (aid 
earU of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, and divers others 
of the ancient nobility of this realm, with the common confent 
of fundry the principal favourers of God's word ; and the fame, 
as well for the avoiding of bloodfhed, and utter fubvierfion of 
the commonwealth, as the reforming of certain difordcrs, crept 
in by the abufe and malicious praftices of fundry wicked and 
evil dilpofed perfons ; to make manifeft and known to all man- 
ner of Qien^ to whom^ of mere rights the true fucceflion of the 

crown 
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A^p. IS** 'the rcbds, before this manifefto was ptiB- 
lifhed^ had invited the carl of Derby and thd 
lord Monteagle to join them ; but they fenfe 
their letters to Elizabeth, who ordered tranf* 
cripts of the manifeftd to be fent to the dukd 
of Norfdlk, and die othei: noblemen mentioned 
in it. All of them purged themfelves in thd 
Sioft £e)lemn mslnner of having any concern 
with the rebels. Elizal^th then applied h.er- 
felf to th^ fuppreffion of the rebellion, iii a 
manner which gives us a high opinion of het^ 
ge«ius. She pitched upon the earl of Suffer, 
to be her general, thougb (he knew that he 
fecretly favoured Mary'« caufe ; and fhe fent si 

crown appertatineth, dangerotifly aiid uncertainly depending, by 
reafon of many titles and interefts pretended to the fame: the 
vihich godly, good, and honourable meaning of the fkid nobi- 
lity, hath been fought, by all manner of njeans, to be prevented^ 
hy certain common enemies of this realm about the queen*af 
perfoR ; by whofe (nifter and deteftabje counfel sind pra6iice^ 
well knownf to us, sind to the reft of the nobility, their lives ?ind 
liberties are now endangered 5 and daily devices made to appre- 
hend our bodies^ the true remain of their virtuous counfel and 
intent j the which their unjuft and ambitious policies and prac- 
tices can, by no fubmifUdn on our parts, be avoided, but only 
by the /word : 

" We have, therrfofe, of juft and faithfai meaning to th^ 
queen's majefty, her commonwealth, and the true fucceflbrs of 
^ the fame, aifembled ourfelves to refift force by force ^ wherein 
vtc commit piurfelves (feeing no interceflion will help) to the ex- 
ceeding mercy and goodnefs of God, and to all true favourers of 
this realptof England ; refolved in ourielves, in this fo juft anid 
godly enterprize, wholly to adventure lives^ lands, and goods : 
whereunto we heartily crave the true aid and alfiftance of all 
faithful favourers of the quie.tnefs of the commonwealth^ and 
the ancient nobility of the ikme^ Ggd fave the queen and th? 
iiobilit}'.*" 

letter 
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letter to the earl of Cumberland, whom thfe A'D.«s6» 
infurgents looked upon to be^ their friend, or- 
dering Jiim to join Suffex. Though Sir Henry 
piercy was a papift, a.nd brother^ to the earl of 
Northumberland^ flic , c^i^inguiflied him with 
tljie mpft entire confidence^ and promifed, not- 
withftanding his brother's rebellion, to coriti* 
nue, him in the eftate and honours of his fa- 
niily. Her chief dependence, however, wstti 
tipoEf hcr;kinfman, the lord Hunfdon, on 
.whomfhe bellowed the government of New- 
Cfiillei , he being before governor of Berwick^ 
together with ample powers to aft in what 
manner he thought proper for her fervice. 

The earl of Suffex appeared extremely un- ^" p"**^'* 
eafy under his new commiflion. He informed 
Elizabeth, by a letter, that the two rebel lords 
hfid taken arms only on a religious account ; 
that they were eafily reclaimable to their 
duty ; and that he was appreheniive the coun- 
try would not ftand by him, if he fliould pro- 
ceed to extremities^ In ihort, he hinted that 
it would be proper to offer a pardon to the 
earls and their abettors. His letters gave Eli* 
zabeth great umbrage ; but fhe was fo far 
from being terrified, that they encreafcd her 
refolution to bring the delinquents to punifli- 
ment* She ordered Suffex to publiflh to all 
the world that the rebfels intended to bring va 
foreign power to invade and conquer Eog* 
land. She reprimanded him feverely for Kis 
. Vol. VIL LI apprc- 
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A. D. 1569. kpprciicnfibns, and ordered him to fectlfd? 
thofe whom he fofpefted, add even to make 
examples of fon^e, if needftil. As to a par-^ 
don, Elizabeth reftifed to grant any to the 
heads pf the rebellion ; but impowered Suffex 
to offer one to the meaner fort, provided they 
1«^ould lay down their arms, and fue for mercy. 
She commanded him to colled together all hit 
Forces and to rendezvotffe hi« riien within 
twelve rmles of Branfby, by the twenty-firft 
of November; and if he fiiotfld hot then 
think himfelf ftrong enough, to amufe the re* 
<>els with propofitions, till he could be joined 
by the lord Hunfdon, and the forces of the 
totinties of Lincoln, Nottingham, Derby, 
Stafford, Laincafhire, and Chefliire. Elizabeth; 
in the mean while, though fee had too much 
fhagnanimrty to feem to diftruft the earl oiF 
Suffex^ fent down Sir Ralph Sadler, oh pre^ 
fence of affifling him with his great expe* 
lience; but, in reality, to be a cheek uport 
iiim, and to take care of the army'^s payment 
She, at the fame time, appointed the eari of 
I^C'arwick tmd the lord-admiral to be lieutei- 
uant-getierals of her army; and ofdered terr 
thoufand foot and about fifteen hundred horfc 
to be raifcd Jn the fou'them counties. Though 
the earls of Shrewlbury and Huntington of- 
fered her their fervices, and would have been 
liigfily ufefnl to her in the field, yet fee con- 
*fihiied thcmher trufteet^for thcfafcty of Mary^s 
'^' . - - ' perfon jf 
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perfon ; for after thanking them for their gQo4 *• ^- '*^* 
will, flie charged them to loolc well after the 
perfon of her, ^^whom the world beholdeth to 
1;^ th^ priqcipal hidden caufe of thefi^ troubles.'' 
. Th§ two earls, and fome gentlemen of tfe« ^"^'* 
country, were naw in the field, and at the head p«y- 
^f about four thoufand t;rpops, but without 
any concert or difcipline. N^svct was any re* 
})elUon coadu^d with lefs judgment; ^nd it foofl 
;ippeared, that though the reb/els had t^k^ 
^ms on pre(c;i|qe of fettling. tl)j3 fucce^on, |]p^if 
jretl intwtiQp yras tp iReftpre : popery, ^pd Afl 
pUinder the cpflnjfty. They farri^4 tl?e bapi|pfi| 
pf fuperiUtiop bei^ore thelqi, apd ieemed inte^f 
pponoboUflj^ing t];ie proteil^n t religion, wlic^qvjs^ 
they came. When they ent^fe4 Durh^kft^, pm 
jthe thirteenUi of Mov^mbjef*, they deface4 ^^^ 
the marks of the national ^o^lhip in the 
phurch, and tore in pieces ail the bibles zn^ 
IX)mmonfprayer-books they xpet wit^. Thf 
money liirhich had faeea ^xxt froo^ abroad, kept: 
up the fpirit of the party ; and from Durhani 
they n^arched (9 Qarlington, Rippon, ^d 
BoroughibFidge, at all which places they reftore^ 
the mais, and di^erfed their manifeilp. Whw 
jthpy f ende^vQpfed op Gljifton-naoor, they were 
two thoufapd feprfe, apd $ve thoufaad fpot> 
After caliipg ^ cpu^cil of ^^ar, it was propQfe4 
jthat they Ihpuld d.ireflly paardi to Tptbiif y^ 
:Wid deliver Mary ; but they dropt that d€ii|^ 
«rhea they under ftoo4 tJbiat i^e J^dJ^eenjoa- 
• : . hi ^ jpoved 
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A.D.ijCg. moved to Coventry by her two keepers. Fortu^' 
nately for the rebels, Elisiafeeth's ill timed fruga- 
lity, in hopes of being able to difperfe them 
without any cxpence, put her officers undeF 
great difficulties. The country in general fa- 
voured Mary -s caufe ; and the cdmnion people 
could not be brought to the fidid, when winter 
was fo far advanced, to acl againft the rebels. 
Upon the generals laying thofe difcourage- 
xnenfs before Elizabeth^ fhe found flie had no 
time to lofe, and ordered fupplies of money 
and ammunition' to be fent dowii to Leicefter 
^nd York, where the earl of Suffex and lord 
Hunfdon were waiting to be joined by the 
earl of Cumberland, the lord Scroops and Sir 
JohnFofter, warden of the middle marches. 
Backward- ' Thc intention of Elizabeth's generals was, as 
zabeth'sgc- foou as thc junftiou could be efiefted, to have 
inarched to Barnard caftle, which was held 
for her by Sir George Bowes ; but he was un- 
provided to make any refiftance. The earl of 
Cumberland and the lord Scroop were then at 
Carlifle, but took fo much time in fortifying 
that city, that the rebels got the ftart of the 
queen's generals ; and on the twenty-fourth of 
November they marched to Barnard caftle, 
yrhich was furrendered to them by the goVet- 
iRor. They were nt)w proclainled traitors by 
the earl of Suffex; and Elizkbeth publifbed i 
lli^nifefto, fetting forth the true motives of the 
irebellion, and the danger to whicl^ the prov- 

teftani 
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tefiant religion was expofed. Therebels, obthe 4*9.1569^ 
other hand, encouraged by their fuccefles and 
the vifible backwardnefs of Elizabeth's generals; 
treated that princefs as an ufurper, and fpoke of 
Mary as being the lawful queen of England. . 
Elizabeth upbraiding the earl of Cumberland and 
lord Scroop with their inadivity in her fervice^ 
they pleaded that her orders to them were in- 
tercepted by the rebels, and that they; could 
f urnifh the earl of Sufiex, who demanded a 
thoufand horfe, with no more than: two hun-> . 
dred ; and not evea them, unlefs > money was 
paid them in advance. ^ 

; Elizabeth now found that it wQuJdbeim- pewbet- 
praclicable to fupprefe the rebellion by the troops prefled. 
raifed in the northern counties alone, .atiid fhe 
ordered the earl of Rutland,: the Iprd.Hunfdon, 
who was made general of the horfe, the lord 
Evers, and the lord Willoughby . of P^^rham, 
with all the men they could raife, to join the 
earl of Suffex ; fo that by the fifth of Decem* 
ber, by thejr affiftance, and the naoney fent 
him, the earl of Suffex was enabled to put his 
army in motion. In the mean. while, Elizabeth 
ordered her lord adipiral (who was very aftive 
in Lincolnlhire and the fouthern counties) to 
fend five hundred horfe to join Suffe^t, whofc 
army was likewife encreafed by the garrifon of 
Barnard caftle, which Bowes had brqught off 
upon honourable terms ; and Suffex had in? 
^elligenge tjiat the lord admirail was marching 
. _ north* 
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A-P* jfh* oorthw^d »t the head of ten thoufaQd meo^ 
well armed and well difciplined. The rehcU 
were then at HexhaiWf ip hovirly hopes of hearr 
ing that an invafion had taken place in tha 
fonth ; but being difappointed in aU their 
mighty hopes, and finding they were in danger 
of being e^pofed to two fires, the two icarls, 
their heads, fled to Naworth caftle, and from 
thence into Scotland. 

The meann<ei^ and pufiUanimity of the two 
carls made no great iiiipre0ion .upon their fol<^ 
lowers, who imagined that £lizabeth^8 offer of 
pardon upon throwing down their arms was {Ul| 
in force ; but they were miftakcn ; for when 
Ihey furrendered to tbe royal ^rmy, no fewer 
thanfixty-fix petty confiabks, and one Plum« 
tree, a prieft, w^re hanged at Durham. The 
moft obnoxious of t^iv ringleaders were put 
to death at York and London s and if we are to 
believe the poptih hiftorians of the times, no 
fewer than eight hundred were executed* Thus 
ended this very ill-judged infurre&ion. That 
Mary knew of it, is more than probable ; and 
her memory has been taxed on that account, 
but very nnjuftly, unlefs it can be proved, that 
after the treatment ihe had received from Eliza^ 
beth, ihe yas not entitled to employ almoft 
every means for her own deliverance. Witlj 
regard to the duke of Norfolk, Elizabetli or* 
dered Knoiles to (hew him the rebellious mani* 
ft&0y and he mofi folemnly difdaimed, by a 

letter 
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tette* to the qucett, all cdncei*n of conneiion ^.t>:t^ 
wiish the rebels or th^ir heads^ This did him no Dtwmb* i. 
fenricd, becaufe Elizabeth already knew that he 
kad beeo tampering with them^ from the diC-' 
covcries which had been made by Murray a^d 
Leicefter. The earls of Pembroke (Elizabeth's 
ficward of the hou&old) and Arundel made 
the Jike proteftations, but with a much better 
grace; fo that the earl of Pembroke was re<^ 
ceived into favotir, and continued in his office. 
Every day, however, rendered fUieabeth more 
jealous of the match between Mary and Nor-' 
fblk ; till at laft) in an unmanly manner, he dif^^ 
claimed all connections with the queen of Scot^ 
land, and promifed that he would marry no- 
Woman but with Elizabeth^s confentand appro^ 
bation. 

In the mean while, the earls of Northumber- 1576, 
land and Weftmoreland were proteded by Northum- 
Mary's friends in the fouth of Scotland, cfpc- J;l„^l 
dally the earl of Hume and the baron of Buc^ ^'**'^- 
cleugh. Upon this, the lord Hunfdon wrote a 
letter to the regent in fuch terms, that the eaii 
of Northumberland was apprehended and ron« 
fined to the prifon of Lochlevin ; but the earl 
of Weftmoreland efcaped to Mary's patty ; and' 
though he was often demanded by Elieabe^fai 
he was by them proteAed and employed. Craw- 
ford fays, that the regent raifed fome troops, and ■ 
m^ched them to the borders, where the EUiotif 
{a clan of borderers) &^ered Noi^thumberland 

till 
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A* a 1570. till they could convey him in fafety to DunbaftWiif 
caftle; but that Murray fuddenly furrounded 
the houfe where the earl was ; and that though 
the Elliots behaved very bravely, and killed 
one of the regent's captains,-^ be wa^ made pri<^ 
foner. ^ 

kebdiionof The feverity with tirhich Elizabeth had fup- 

Leonard 1 ii* 

them. preffed the late rebellion, produced another in: 
England. Leonard Dacres^ whom I have already 
mentioned^ Was fecbndfon oflord Dacres of Gil- 
lefland ; but the eftate had gone to his elder bro- 
ther's daughters. He was in his pcrfon deformed,* 
but aftive, cunning, and vindiftive. His credit 
in the north of England, by his being the heir 
male of that great family, ^as fo coniiderable^ 
that he. forcibly kept pofleflion of partof hiy 
father's eftate, at which Elizabeth winked. Sho 
even received him well at her court ; and upon 
the breaking out of the rebellion, fee not only 
gave him a commiffion to fortify Naworth 
caftle, but a command in her army that was 
to act againft the rebels. He was no fooner pof^ 
fefled of this commiilion, than he applied to' 
Vitelli, whom I have already mentioned, and 
offered his fervice to his mafter the king of 
Spain; promifing, if he was fupplied with 
money, to turn Elizabeth's commiffion againft^ 
herfelf, by railing men for the rebels. Vitelli 
gave him all the encouragement he deiired ; and 
when he returned northwards, he promifed the 
two earls to furprife Carlifle, murder its bifhop, 

and 
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and 'cut off the body of troops bbder the lord A«^«57f- 
-Scroop. After he was difappointed in his attempt 
upon Carlifle, by its being fortified, he took 
. {K>ffeifion of the caftles of Na^v^orth and Grey* 
fiock; and, in Mary's name^ he recommended- 
the two rebel Engliih lords to her friends in 
Scotland. In all probability, Dacres would have' 
proceeded no farther, had it -not been for 
the feverity of Sir George Bowes, who ex-* 
ercifed, as marfhal of Elizabeth^s army, great fe* 
verities upon all the rebels who fell into his 
hai^s^ which, in a manner, obliged- the others to' 
remain in arms; and Dacres thereby faw himfelf 
at the head of three thoufand men. His head- 
quarters^ were at Naworth, when the lord 
Hunfdon received orders from Elizabeth to at- 
tack him with eight hundred horfe, and a de- 
tachment of the garrifon of Berwick. Hunfdon supprcffcd. 
perceiving himfelf fo much inferior in numbers, 
made a feint of marching towards Ciarlifle ; and 
this induced Dacres to divide his force and take 
pofTeflion of a marih, through which, the river 
Gwelt ran, with fifteen hundred foot and fix 
hundred horfe, who are {aid to have been 
moilly Scots. Notwithftanding the advan- 
tageous fituation of the rebels, they were To 
bravely attacked by the lord Hunfdon and Sir 
John Fofter, that they were entirely routed, 
and four hundred of them killed, Dacres him- 
felf flying to Scotland; but Elizabeth wifely 
.Vol- VIL * Mm counter- 
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A. D. 1570. countermanded the feverities that had been 

pradifed after the }kte rebellion. 
Elizabeth It IS to \^t prefumed that Lel|ey was verjr 
nk^ttd!"" adive in thofe public cpmnibtionsV though onlyr 
a general mention is made of them- in a curioui 
relation of ]iis life, that was prefeiited to the* 
pope and the king of Spainy and fuppofed t6' 
have been written ^y himfelf. From 'that per-' 
formUnce, however, we learn that he was ex* 
tremely adiye in ferying ]^is miftreis; and had 
great credit at t^e court of Engjandf on account 
of the party fate ha4 formed among tho fqrdgn 
amba^adprs anq 'the Roman catholkf peers^ 
Ap the money railed ^^r Mary and^ber friends,, 
went through' his {lands.; The earl of Weft- 
moreland was al|owe4 fi^ty crowns a month 
fpr fubfiftence, the countefc of Northumberlafi4 
had as much, Pacres forty, and the other 
gentlemen in proportion. W^en England, by 
the defeat of thofe rebellions, was recovering 
tranquility, pope Pius the fifth fulminated tha 
declaratory ientence againfl Elizabeth, by which 
fbe was excommunicated ; a}l her fubjeds were 
abfolyedfrom their oatli, o£ allegiance, and every ' 
other duty they owed her ; and all who obeyed 
her thenceforward were included in. the fame 
curfe. This proceeding of the haughty ponti£^ 
ferved only to encreafe the feverkies which 
Elizabeth inflided upon Mary ahd her party* 
Borie^gh't By Cecil's perfuafions, ihe a4v^nced a con$^ 
I'lg/* ^ dcrable fum to the French proteftants j and rc^ 

fQlved 
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folved to raife a body of light horfe^ to be em- a. p. 1570, 
ployed 4flder the earl of Suffex; in Scotland, 
for tfee fupport of the recent, whom Eiiza^eth 
BOW favoured more than ever, for having^ im-' 
prifoned the earl of Northumberland. In pro- stitc of afv 
portion as Murray was elated by the magni- seodaAd, 
ficent promifes of Elizabeth, Mary's friends were 
encouraged by the courts of France and Spain^' 
who afliired them that no time fliould be loft in 
Ending them fiiccours. They were favoured 
likewise by the growing tyranny of Murray,' 
v^ich rendered him exceflively unpopular; 
and his love for adulation made him even 
contemptible in tae fight of his own creatures. 
Maitland preffed eagerly for a trial, which the , 
regent deferred on various pretences. The 
queen's party exclaimed a^nft this injuftice, 
and affembled in fuch numbers, that the re- 
gent thought proper to retire to Stirling. In 
fifort, a civil war was on the point of raging in 
Scotland with more fury than ever, when the 
regent fell a"^ facrifice to the revenge of his 
enemies. 

While Mary's friends were in daily expec- where the 
fatioh of a landing, either in England or Scot- ^wSred. 
land, in their favour, Hamilton of Bothwell- 
haugh, whom I have already mentioned, was 
watching every opjiortunity for affaffinating the 
regent; and had been twice difappointed, once 
at Glafgow, and another time at Stirling, in ;. 
perpetrating Ms puiyofe. Accbrdin]^ to the 

M m 2 beft 
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A. D. 1570. befl accounts we have, Hamilton's provocatioos 
were of the moft aggravating kind. Being re- 
markably attached to his clan^ it is faid he 
would have been hanged when a prifoner at 
the battle of Langfide, had he not made his 
efcape. His eftate however was forfeited ; but 
his wife, who was the heirefs of Woodhoufelye, 
not thinking that his forfeiture could affeft her 
birthright, was living upon her own eftate, 
when the regent made a prefent of it to one of 
his favourites, Sir John Ballentine, and fent 
his officers to take poffeffion of her houfe ; 
which they not only did, but turned her 
naked out of doors in a cold dark night, and 
at day-break flie was found in the fields de- 
prived of her fenfes, which flie never re- 
covered. This barbarity incenfed Hamilton fo 
much, that he made no fecret of his being de- 
termined to aflaffinate the regent wherever he 
met him ; but fo carelefs wereMurray's friends of 
his fafetyi that he was fuflfered to go at large 
from place to place. It is even (aid, that the 
regent had intelligence on the morning of the 
day in which he was affaffinated, of Hamilton's 
being at Linlithgow for that purpofe ; but he 
difregarded it fo far, that he refolved to ride 
publicly through the ftreets of the town. Ha- 
milton was then in a wooden gallery that 
fronted the high ftreet of Linlithgow, and had 
taken all imaginable precautions not to be dif- 
appointed of his aim. He accordingly (hot 

the 
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the regent through the body as he was flowly a.d.z579. 
ps^fling by the gallery 9 and marching out at a 
back-door, he mounted his horfe, which was 
ready faddled, and was fuflfered to efcape with- 
out a^ny purfuit f . 

Thus fell the regent earl of Mutray, whofe nuduwc- 
charaAer has been varioufly reprefented, and 
Was in itfelf inconfiftent. His virtues may be 
faid to have been occafionial ; but ambition feems 
to have been predominant in his nature. He 
was open, intrepid, and honeft,^ before he was 
flattered with a profped of the regency ; but 
noifooner did that prefent itfelf to his view^ 
than he fuited all thofc virtues to exigencies, 

t " He pofted himfelf in a wooden gallery that fronted tW 
high-ftreet of the town, through which he knew the regent 
itauft of neceffity paft, and where it was almoft imppffible he 
cpuld mifs his aim. On the floor he placed a large feather-bed, 
that his feet might not be heard, when he walked to and fro j 
and oppofite to the windows, on the infide of the room, hung 
up fome black cloaths to conceal his /hadow. His next care was, 
to cut out an hole with his knife, a little below the lattice, and 
juft enough to receive his fufee. To compleat his fecurity by the 
^Uinpfsof his flight, he narrowly viewed the back-way into the 
houfe, where finding the gate too low for a man on horfebacky 
with the afliftance of his fervant he removed the lintel, and kept 
his hdrfe in the flable ready bridled and iaddled. Having thus 
piiepared all things, the regent, as if he had defigned to meet 
dieath half-way, and oblige his murderer, mounts his horfe 5 and 
the ftrect being narrow, and crowded with the common people, 
paft very flowly by, or rather, indeed flood ftill, before the gal- 
lery, from whence the aflaflin, having marked for his belt, fliot 
him through the body with a Angle bullet, a little below the na- 
vel J and getting fuddenly on horfeback, though clofely purfued 
by fome of the regent's company, efcaped to Hamilton, and 
ihortly afterwards from thence to France, where he " lived fome 
jrears/' See Crawford'^ Memoirs>, p. im> 125. 

Though 
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4.0.F57O. Thpiigh almoft an cntliufiaft in the proteftaht' 
religion, yet, when he was his lifter's firft mi- 
liifter, he fhewed himfelf more inclined to the 
tbleratioh of popery than the rigid Reforiners 
approved of; and he even broke with them Ti|>- 
oti that head. Hfe ingratitude to Maryi Ks 
bartiarbus unmanly treatment of her, arid the 
ihfariious arts by which he wrought her dc- 
ftitlSiorii tin adnoiit of no apology. He could 
ftoOp from that gallant candour which he ge- 
liirally afiefted, to fei-ve a political view ; and, 
thb* a prbftft advocate fbr the iiidependency 
of his cotintry, he Was contented to hold his 
regency as viceroy to Eliiabeth,' or father asL 
the fubftitute of Cecil. The preferment and 
encouragement he gave to his tutdf Buchanan^ 
who proftituted his elegant pen to the defence 
6i his peribn and party, haS ranked hina, in 
hiftory, among the patrons of learned men ; 
l>ut I cannot plainly perceive any other title he 
had (ojthat charafter. He is praifed with more 
juftite for his liberality to his friends ; but even 
that quality receives fome alloy from the con-, 
fidcration that he could not otherwife fupport 
his party. It is plain from tfie alteration . of 
his behaviour towards the end of his life, that 
a fijreat deal of diflimulation and affedatioii 
nvcre mingled with his virtues (Ir he had any^^ 
and that they refted upon' ho folid foundation; 
Everi his accomplimments as a ftatefman are 
extremely qucrftioifable, v^heA vft xtfLtOi on th^: 

fway 
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fway which MaitlaTi4 an<J |i$prton bore oyer afl A.p^jsf^ 
his political QOn4w41:. His dui^icity towarc|?f ^ 
Elizabeth in (he affair pf ^prftak's marriagej 
had almoft ruined him ; and his whole beliavibur 
in that affair was weajc ^o tjie laft degreed when 
he recovered Elizabeth's gop4 grac^, by |ii% 
^afely iacrificing to her his honour and grati- 
tude. His true merit and ftrength appear ^6 
have been the nianagement; of parties in. Scotn 
land, in which he was perfeftly fuccef^ful by; 
the ^eat knowledge he had acquired of their 
difpofitions and interefts. But I muft now. re-! 
turn to the unhappy .Mary. ^ 

Forfome tinie before the regent's death, EU-! J"**!?/" 

' • / ^ ' • ' boat Mary^ 

zabeth began to confider Mary's detention in. p«^<>«- 
England as being incpniifteht with her . owa 
£a£ety ; and flie actually entered into a treaty 
with the regent for delivering up her perfoa 
to his cufiody, upon condition of the earl q£: 
Northumberland and her other refels being; 
put into her hands. There is great reajGpn to 
believe that Elizabeth would certainly have 
carried her defign into execution, had not the 
biihop of Bofs formed a ftrdng party among 
the foreign minifier^, and remonftrated upon, 
the infamy of the meafure, which was the famC' 
as giving Mary up to certain deatlu It is how«- ; 
cvet not at all improbable, that Murray would- 
have carried his point, had not his death inter- > 
vened. Mary thus remained ftill at Coventry, ; 
afii4 th^ 4uke of Norfolk a. priibner in thii 

Toweri 
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iLixisTo* Tower, where he underwent fcveral' examina* 
tions ; but he made no materid difcovcriw. 
The regent, fomc time before his death,- lidfr 
jpefting ^that the bifliop of Rofs had thwarted 
his negociation with Elizabeth, feht up to her 
a paper which he (pretended to be the confef- 
fion of the earl of Northumberland, accufing 
the bifhop of having fomented the two late re-^ 
bellions in England. I am inclined to beHevG 
that this charge was not without foundation ;. 
and Elizabeth very properly confulted dvUians 
of Roft dc- how far the bifliop was to be confidered as the 
^lege of aa ambaflador of a fovereign prince, in which; 
** **'* light he had hitherto appeared at her coitf t ; 
and whether he might not, by the law of na-s 
tions, and the civil law', be puniihed as a trai^. 
tor, if it was found that he had procured zm 
infurre^ion or rebellion in the country where 
he reiidedas ambafladon To this the dvilians 
anfwered in the affirmative. Another interro-^' 
-Mufdtti'* gatory was, ^ Whether, if the prince be de- 
peii^ p. i8. pofed by the common authority of the realm, 
and another eleded and invefted of that crown, 
the follicitor or doer of his caufes, and for his 
aid (although the other prince do fuffer fuch> 
one to be in his realm) is to be accounted an* 
ambaflador, or to enjoy the privilege of an am-" 
baffador ?" The anfwer of the civilians t& this ' 
queftion was, "To this we do think, that4hc< 
folicitor of a prince lawfully depofed, and ano* 
ther being invefied in his placey-canlxo^ bvre-* 

the 
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the privileges of an ambaffador ; for that ncytit a, d. 1570 
but princes^ and fuch others as have fovcreign- 
ty^ may have ambaffadors?' 

Thofe and other dueftions of the like ten- ^,*^> "p- 

^ . ^ plication to 

Sthty being by the <:iviliafi& anfwered to Eliza^ bufineft. 
beth's fatkfaftioBj fhe refolved to tafe very lit* 
tie ceremony towards the bi(ki^« He ttas 
therefcM-e> ott the i4th of May^ cbmftiitted to 
the cuftody of the bifliop of Ely, and then car- 
i5ed to London^ inhere that prelate took chargft 
tyf him. Hi^ confinement, at firft, was btit 
flr^ht ; for ht was permitted to jirefent tteiiib* 
tkls, and t^iercife oth^r funftiohg bf Itt ataibif- 
fador. As to Mary, her corittitiori at this^trrtte 
is pretty tuiacconntable ; f6r notv^ithilinding; 
the ^ria orders her jailors Irad received, w* 
find hef engaged in the moft ^s^enfive toftef- 
pbndences and intrigues, ^and in forntirig tnk^ 
chin^tioms whkh endangered hot' 'oh)ffXizi^ 
beth*s crown, but the quiet of all Europe. Wi 
can actotint no otherwife' fbi^ thbfe circtrm- 
fitances, than Ijy [1/iippofing that the ample tc- 
tfiActances flie reteived from abroad had foft- 
ened, if nt^t her principal jailors, thofe who 
had the moft immediate charge of her pirfoh. 
She even found tnein^ to cottefpond with Nor- 
folk, while he Was a prifonei* in the Towfer, by 
fcmdiDg biflti letters corked tip in ftone and 
othet bottles J and flieg;ive&ch intdligeiidtf 
tiiTher party in Scotland, as prevented the caf^ 
debf Dumbarton frottt iaffing ixitb the hatfdil 
-"^^i.. VU, N n of 
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A.D. 1570. of her enemies. Soon after one Verac, a FrencH 
^gent, arrived in Scotland with ktters and mor 
ney for the ufe of her. party. It is faid, that 
• .-^hen fee. heard of the regent's death, fee ex- 
juceffcd, with tears- her forrow for his beir^g cut 
.off before he, had expiated his fins towards her 
fad his cpmUiry; - > - 

fell^K^tt' • ^^n^'^ friends in . Scotland w^re now fo 

ddiphasher much dated by the countenance they had re- 

rS ^^^^' * ^^ved frqm abroad, th^t they were actually 

in arm^ upop tjhe borders, where the Garrs 

aiid tjje Scots, .undpr the barons of Famihurfl: 

and Bucpleugh, made daily inroads into Eng- 

]an<}, from, whence they brought abundance of 

plundef. Though Elizabeth was greatly . exat 

peratjed at thofe hoftilities, ypt fee was tpopor 

litif \o xa^k^ Xh^ quarrel national ; iand unde^ 

pretcuee of euablinff the council of Scotlan4 

to. reduce thi^^j-obbers upon the bQrdw§> fee 

publifeed.^ n^anifeftq, declaring that fee wai^ 

refolved to fend a body of troops, under the 

e^l. p£ Suffex, for that purpofe 5 but with aA 

strypc:8 «' affuTance of her intention of continuing iu 

fc|.i.p.6i3. peace .with the. crown and qmet fuhjects of tpat 

realm," . By this time, the earl: of Lenpx and 

Jii& Gopnteft petitioned Elizabeth to take com- 

paffiofi upon the oi:pJjan king.pf , l^ptland, by 

jflFording hjm her proteftion, and giving or* 

ders for hi§ being, carried intet England, /Etizar^ 

l^tji .would, gladly .have complied with theii: 

jpqijeftj had it been prafticable jbut fee di^ 

^ . " what 
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what Ihe couldl She difpatdhed her trufty fer- A.D.i57i. 
vant Randolph to manage parties in Scotland, 
which he did with great addrefs^ He found, 
the council fitting there, and the earl of Mor-^ 
ton its prefident; and being admittedto an au^ 
dience, he Repeated the fubftance of what he 
had in charge from Elizabeth, and which con-- 
tained little more than was expreffed in htt 
manifefto. ■ . . 

The council heard Randolph with great tfedi-i^ Succtft 6f 

111- 1 1 1 n -mm- Wjcmbafly* 

per; but told him by the mouth of Morton i 
their prefident, that the uncertain ftate of af* 
fairs did not admit of their coming immedi^ 
ately to any pofitive refolution, efpecially ^Vith 
regard to the borderers, or their giving up the 
perfon ofthe earl of Northumberlandj thd 
earl of Weftmoreland being engaged at that 
time in carrying on hoftilities on the borders 
againfl: his own countrymen. Upon the whole 
it appeared, that the general fenfe of the coun- 
cil was againft making any terms with Eliza^ 
beth. This agreed exaftly with her views • for 
Ihe had not only furniibed Randolph with itio« 
ney to gratify her affured friends in Scotland, 
but flie inllruded him to continue there as 
long as he had any profpeft: of. making divi-* 
fions in their council, in which he fucceeded 
perfectly well ; fo that he did not infill upon* 
any peremptory anfwer for thepi^fent. In the 
mean time, Elizabeth had caft her eyes upon 
the earl of Lenox, as the mofi: proper .perfonv 

N n 2 to- 
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A«p« 157a to be regent of Scotland ; and be had befeir 
btought by the earl of Suflfex to Berwick, 
^hich was the^ place of rendezvous for th^r 
. Englilh army. Mary's friends, both in Eog-^ 
!Und and Scotland, considered this il^ as hiv^ 
ing been fuggefied to Elizabeth by Morton^ 
and the remains of Murray's party. To tak<7 
from Elizabeth all pretext for invading Scdt-^ 
land, which they eafily faw was in order to 
&:$. the earl of Lenox in the regency, the bi-^ 
ihop of KoTs and the French embafTador Qn^ 
dertook that proper redrefs fhould be made 
according to the border laws, and that juftico 
ihould be done upon the offenders who had 
broken the peace between the two kingdoms. 
iThe Hamiltons and Mary's party in Scotland 
^t their agent, one Grordon, to confirm tht:i 
offer under their hands and feals ; but he was 
arrefted at Berwick^ and his inftru&ions were 
fent up to the council of England, where they 
were treated with great difdain. 
The Efi^- As the opinion of the public was in favour 
undwsuf- of the earl of X.enox being named to the- re^ 
s^SS" g^iK:y, Mary^s friends in Scotland, to avert that 
blow, if pofiible, fent Sir James Melvil to Ber^ 
wick to treat with the earl of Sufiex, and tt> 
l^erfuade him to lay aiSde his intended invafion 
of Scotland, till Elizabeth ihould be fully in- 
formed as to the fiate of public affairs in that 
kingdom. Suffer, according to the inftruc* 
tions he ^ad . received fron\ ; Elizabeth, gave 

Melvil 
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J^yil a frieQdIy ireceptjboy and fpokc very ft- ^»> »57^ 
VQwaWy both ojf.tJbie duke of Nca:folk> Wji 
M^y's right to the crown of EixgUnd. f)]ib%*» 
beth had given the like inftrai^ions to Ran-» 
dolpby in.ocder to. make the breach between 
the Hamilton and Lenox families i|*reconciIe^ 
able ; but Thrpgmortony who ftill continued in 
confinement at his own houfci found means to 
put Mary^s friends in Scotland on their guard ^ 
agiinft aU her arts. .On the eighteenth of 
April) the Englifh army under the carl of 
SufleK was put in motion^ and divided itlelf 
into tWQ c/)lumns, with an intention to take a 
fevere revenge upon Mary's friends on the 
borders^ The £rfi diviiion was commanded by 
the earl himfelfy the lord Humfdoia) and Drury 
marfhal of Berwick ; and the other by Sir Jeho 
Foiler^ warden of the middle marches. The 
dilates of Bucjclengh and Farnihurft were thdur 
chief objects. The earl of Suffex entered Te? 
viotdale^ where he plundered and Jaid wzEta 
the Buccleugh eft ate, while Sir John Fofter 
demotiihed all the Farnihurft. caftJes and lands 
tbat lay on his march ; and both diyi^nsi 
joined together, at laft, at Craling, After this 
jun<^ix>n was formed^ they proceeded to Jed-» 
burgh, where they were amicably receiv<^ by 
the Scotch warden of the middle marches; 
^nd before their return to Berwick, th^y had 
lavaged a vaft compais pf territory, and, pre* 
. tended that they, had demolUhedor plundered 

above 
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A.P.1570. above fifty caftles, and three hundred towhl 
2ind villages. As thofe caftles and towns werrf 
many of them very inconfiderable, it is need-^ 
lefs to enter into the particulars of this inroad j. 
but it certainly made a coniiderable indpre^ion 
upon Mary's party. 
AmeetiBg fhc carl of Morton was not very forward 
king's party cither iu oppofing or favouring this invafioD 
burgh. of the Englifli, becaufe he bimfelf fecretly, 
alpired to the regency; but he fummoned-a 
convention of the ftates to meet at Edinburgh, 
on the twelfth of February to chufe a regent.. 
The earl of Argyle, the lords Boyd, Fleming, 
and Levingfton, and other heads of Mary's . 
party, affembled themfelves at Hamilton, and^. 
for very obvious reafons, objefled to the fliort-^ 
nefs pf the time fot the members to jrepair ta 
the capital from the extreme parts of the> 
kingdom, and at fuch a feafon of the year; 
They therefore required Morton to defer the 
meeting; and in cafe of refufal, they threat- 
ened to treat him. and his friends as traitors^ 
and enemies to the public peace. The .king's 
party, (for fo Morton and his friends were now , 
named) without paying any regard to this, 
threatening rempnflrance, affembled ,on^ the. 
day appointed at Edinburgh, where they pub- : 
lifhed a. very remarkable proclamation, im- ^ 
porting, f* That the regent being kille4 by one, - 
who, after t^ie bloody deed, had, fled to Ha-. ^ 
miltouy^and was there kindly received and 

har- . 
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harboured for fome time ; therefore they com- a*d.»57^ 
pianded all the king's good fubjecls to approve 
themfelves enemies to fuch as had prote<fled 
Jiim, and were at prefent affembled in that 
.town. Certifying thofe who ^fted in the. con- 
trary, that they fhould be reputed guilty of 
the fad, and treated as fuch with the utmoi): 
feverity." 
Notwithftanding all thofe appearances of r^- ^{^^ 

folution, Morton and his friends fbund them- «^«««J» 

...... 

felves top weale: , to make him regent ; but 
formed a plan for a coalition of parties, in 
^hipb Kirkaldy and Maitland were included* 
TThe foriner was. in poffeffiop of Edinburgh'^ 
caftle, and declared hirtifelf highly in Mary's 
favour, while the abilities of tjie Jatter -was to , . . .• 
give a fandioq to the caufe. They therefore *- - 

drey^/up a certificate in the following curious 
tero^s, which I infi^rt as a proof of the party's 
^onfiftericy. ** We'underfubfcribers convene4 

^t Edinburgh, on tjie fourteenth day of Fc- 

• • _ ■ i. ... 

bruary I5!$9> do with one voice declare an4 
teftify^that ijone of us l^pow that fecretary 
L>ethingtpn is culpable of the late king's mur^ 
der ; and fpeing no perfpn wjiatfoever- compear* 
to accufe him of the fame, we muft eileemhim 
to be inpocently calumniate in time paft in the 
laid matter, tending to the prqjudicj?" of the 
king's eftate, and his true fubjecls ; ^nd there- 
fore , acknowledge and recognize hini as aa 

m^n, innocent of the faid matters 

>•' f *'-•.-•.'.■ •• ■ ^ 

i^h^rcpf 
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A. £>. 1576. thereof heretofore hie was trrongftiUy Jiccufed, 
accepting and receiving him in his own placfc 
^gain. Like as we acknowledge him to have 
been a good and profitable inftrument in this 
eottimohweal, in divers great catifes, f or tht5 
farthering of Ood's glory, and the tepofe and 
tqnietnefs of thiis his native country.*^ This 
certificate was figned, " Athol, Morto6^ Caf- 
fils, Mar, Gleticairn, Montrofe, Buchan, Ruth- 
ven, Glamisi Lovat, Ochiltree, Methvefa, Lind^ 
fay, Cathcart, Adam bifhop of Orkney, the 
abbots ofDumfermlifig, Cambuikenrieth, firy- 
imrgh, Balmerino, Pittenweem, Mur/ay ojF 
Trflibardine the conaptrplkr, and the jufticc- 
Clfcrk.^^ 
Proceed- Maitladd was at the fame time retlOfed to 

parties* hiS place of fecretary of ftate ; aiid bifting (St %i 
liberty, as were the duke of Chatlc^ctauf and 
lord Herries, by Kirkaldy, it was getittiSlf 
thought that the qtiwn's party wis now aii 
overmatch . for that of the king. Maitland 
was now confidered as th$ firft" nrinift^r in 
&cotlana;.but, as ufual, it was dlifetukr for 
the public to determine to what fide liot^otild 
idhere. that he was in his heart a /irifchd to 
Mity, cannot be doubted; but he, as^^fl as 
Kirkaldy, thought that a way fiiight fefe found 
to bind up the wo'tindS of the nation, by rek 
concifing the two parties to each other. Thei^ 
{etrti vletirs,; therefore, were to gain time, by 
j] the public ^vith plans of accommo^ 

dation, 
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dation. M^ny meetings were held, in which A, 0.1570. 
Maitland renewed the fcheme of a coalition he 
had formerly propofed, for joining the queen 
in the government with her fon, and, at the 
fame time, governing by, a regency, which he 
laid ought to confift of the ableft heads of 
both parties, and to be chofen unanjmoufly, 
if poffible, by the convention of the 
eftates. Morton, who afted as the leader of 
the king's party, was cautious . of openly op* 
pofing Maitland^s plan, becaufe he was, as 
yet, doubtful in what manner Elizabeth would 
aft; but, upon the whole, neither party feemed 
fond of an accommodation ; and all that Mait- 
land could effed was to bring them to agree 
that a convention of the dates Ihould be fum- 
moned to meet the firft of May. Thus the 
affembly broke up for this time without com- 
ing to any other agreement. 

The intermediate time was employed on ^*»^y*» 

^ ' friends tak« 

both fides in fuch a manner as gave an unfa- poffeffion of 
vourable profpecl of the future convention. 
The moft violent of the queen's party omitted 
nothing that could provoke Elizabeth to an 
open rupture with Scotland, in hopes of mak-^ 
ing the quarrel national ; but this, as we have 
already feen, Ihe avoided by a cautious, yet vi- 
gorous, conduft. The duke of Chatleheraut 
had folemnly difclaimed all foreknowledge of 
the late regent's murder ; and the plan which 
the queen's party now chalked out, carried 
' Vol. VII. O o with 
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A. a 1570. \iirith it great apptara&ce of fu^cefs. Thiy te^ 
folved to avaii themftlVes of Kidcaldy'g frkfid^ 
fhip, he being provoft of £<iiffburgfa, as Wdl 
as governor of its caille } and in the mean cifnfir 
t!o p^blifli to all the world their zeal fm diCk* 
country and the protcftant religion, with aft 
Hnalternbte refolution to bring the xainrddfef^ 
6f Darnley to punifliment. Thfey accprdinglf 
^eiiiblcd at Linlithgow, from whence they 
proceeded to Edinburgh, where the, chiefs of 
the party, excepting thofe who were firongly 
.fnfpecled of the late regent^s murder, were ad^ 
ihitted, arid lodged themfelves under the catt- 
iron of the caftle ; but liberty was, at the 
fkme time, granted for a like admiiSbn of the 
king's party. The loyalifts (for fo the qtieen'9 
friends were called) publiftied a proclamation 
in the terms I havejuft mentioned, full of mo- 
deration and patriotifm, and breathing the 
nioft earneft defire to fee the public tranquil- 
lity reftored. This made ^o impreifion upon 
Morton and his friends, who were cantoned 
near his houfe at Dalkeith ; nor could they ba 
perfuaded by the earl of Athol to truft them- 
felves within the metropolis, though the inha* 
bitants, who' adored the memory of the late 
regent, were well affefted to their caufe. 
A new ne- Maitlaud, who had many reafons to wifh for 
legonr ^ end of the public anarchy that had prevailed^ 
perfuaded the queen ^s friends to givfe a meet- 
ing to Morton and his party at Dalkeith, hf 
• ^ ^ their 



O F 8 C O T L A N D; at | 

l^iM cikpulif 8. This prapofj*! was accepteiJ of j 4, p, is;/*, 
but Mortoql^y tlu# time wasnoilr^ger to ^2^?- 
bcth^s (ifMBiGnth *Q(j infifted, ^s ^ prplioiujjjy. 
to wy pfsgQCut;if>Qt tl^at the king's 99t|iof ity 
ibo^ld \f& re<;ogQiz^d. Th^ q^ee^'9 4epiiti€S3i 
Witj^ eqy^l qb^ipacy, ia^^4 th^t tb^ refior^r- 
tion of H2LTY to t^i^ tl)urope of her ^^nce^r ^ 
fcpilW tf §roeoCjd » the ^pjpffoaching (co»-; 

y^ntlmi »»4 ^^ that, in th^ rn^^n tirn^, »: 
lieutiBftaiitk Qr vi^i^roy, ihould b5 4lff<9«5d aft«rt 
the fai»f fila^pef, |» goy^ra |hj lK;in|^Qqi Itt 

h^r %HfmQS ; aad to m^intai)^ whofe etp^npf^ 
mP hflf el wha^ acjSjFued to ths c^Qwn, by.pfOr. 
p^rty or otherwifo, ihouW be cbeiwffully giy«» j. 
^d the other h^ to the (|iU9e9, till h^r reftoFar. 

* 

tjpfl jcaiild be ^^eomplilhed/- Thofe Gpaditipi*^, 
wey^ a$ fiyJJ utterjy rejcAed byM^toBjaad hif 
p^riy ; Wt li^»t d«ky they re.qlii|04 farth/^r ti we? 
fpF ^qiaaing to an abfoluta deter min^tion. Up-^; 
ofi the retire of the qia^n's d^pi^ties to ildi^r 
bHfgh with thi« anfwerj her party would hays 
proceeded direiftly to hpftilitiea ; but the pra- 
gf e& of the SogUffi army under SufleK was (whr 
2WI determined them to leave Edinburgh, an4/ 
t^ retire agaia to Linlithgow^ after ordi^iag. 
^irkaldy to put his c^Ale in ^ pofture ^f ^o^ 

feii^ee. 

©y this time the Engliih a^my recommenced Hoftiiitte. 
its holtiktiea upon the borders; ana the lord, ii/harmy 
S<jriE)op^ who was Elizabeth's ward^a of thie weft . den, ^ ^*^ 

Q z as 
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<D.J57o. as far as Dumfries. On the twcnty-fixth of 
April, the earl of Suffex befieged and took the 
c^iftle of Hume, that lord having declared for 
Mary ; and falling fick at Berwick, his com- 
mand devolved upon Sir William Drury, who 
reduced all the remaining places in that country 
which were held by Mary^s friends, Elizabeth, 
notwithftanding the fuccefs of her arais in Scot- 
land, proceeded with the utmoft caution, 
though flie had the advancement of the earl of 
Lenox to that dignity greatly at heart She 
knew the impetuous difpoiition of Charles the 
ninth of France, who was fo paifionate aa 
tWthhttWs admirer of Mary's beauty, that Bran tome, a 
T«[^"^" contemporary hiftorian, tells us, that he never 
beheld her pifture without betraying the moft 
tend«r emotions. He had, ever fincc he took 
the government into his own hands, profeffed 
himfelf to be the champion of her caufe ] and 
by his late accommodation with his Hugonot 
fubjefts, he was now in a condition to perform 
all the magnificent promifes he had made to 
Mary's friends in Scotland. Tp thofe confide- 
rations may be added his blogdy devotion to 
the Roman catholic religion ; his indignation 
at feeing a queen dowager of -France held in 
chains by a proteftant princefs ; and the engage- • 
ments which his mother had impofcd upon him 
to exterminate, in conjunftion with the court 
pf Spain, the proteftant religion in Europe. Eli- • 
^alptj^ W5^s, 5H the (anae time, obliged to manage 

th§ 
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the Scotch nobility, many of whom , though well a, d. 1570. 
difpofed to the young king, might have united 
againft her, if (he had impofed the earl of 
Lenox as regent, upon the convention, with a 
high hand, which was in her power to have 
done. 

The bold publication of the pbpe*s bull of Oivifiont 
excommunication, feems firft to have deter* parties in 
mined Elizabeth for decifive meafures, in ad- 
vancing the earl of Lenox to the regency of 
Scotland. She confidered that execrable paper 
as the warning-piece of her danger frotti all the 
popifli powers on the contijient; and fhe 
thought flie could truft the earl of Lenox (who 
was now almoft a naturalized Englifhman) for 
heading her party in Scotland, which flie appre- 
hended would be the fcene of all her future dif- 
quiet. Such, with fome others, were the con- 
fiderations that induced Elizabeth, during the 
indifpofition of Suffex, to order Drury to 
march into Scotland, with twelve hundried foot 
and four hundred horfe. Mary's friends en- 
deavoured to avert this blow; but Suffex,' in-' 
tercepting and breaking up their letters to Eli- 
zabeth, declared that they only meant to gain 
time; and ordered Drufy to proceed. The 
time was now come for the meeting of the con- 
vention ; and the king's lords accordingly af- 
fembled at Edinburgh, while the oppolite 
party remained at Linlithgow ; but were ih- 
?itcd to ^it at the convention, provided they 

wpuW 
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A>v^tn^ would acknowl^gf tl^e king's afltbprity, and 
JQin if) ^^Qfewting the murderers of the king 
»nd the Ute regent. The anfwer tp tjiis invifi 
t»Uoa ^n$% that they (th^ queen's Io?ds) nelO^r 
Ifmw, »or would acknowledge ^ny iov^pigH 
authority but that of Mary, who had appoi9(94 

ijbe earis of . Arran, Argyll, aod Huntley, xq be 
bfT lieuteMnts ift Scptl5j»d i mi tk^ tjJl it^ 
va# Tftftwed* they woi^ld ot>«y tksm Of ly, l»: 

t]^flif»B timet they prod^9ied %h^ %9mmlf&(m* 
oi iie^iesaney} u^dw Ahe qu^n's ^mthori^y, 
»ri(e7 of Tk« reader way ©afilj eonosive, tba^ S«o$|^i4: 
S^^"^' WM tfc«» in a condition pf an ^chy Md m^^i: 
90t to be dcforibed. livery mw waj.htf wy»r 
niafter. He knew m hw t« r^fl^« hm froiqtr 
blood&ed. and rolpberyt mv twld tfe? iflj»rad 
:^ly to any court of jnJiice far reli^ Jlo^ 
parties teprefented this difm^fltiia^tidS^pf Jllbeb 
Cl>iuitry to i;iizabcth; bot i^ fcad nf>V:]^^9iPght: 
It to the very pafs ftue defired. MortOft a»^ ki»- 
pairty, to quicken the nwtipn? erf I>rB?y» ¥pp??Q^ 
ibftted themfelvcs and their muf!^ us on ikp^ 
bfiink of ruin; and fent Piicmrn* 9S»hQt qf. 
IJumfermling, to renew the megaQiatiof^ for: 
deJivering Mary into their hancfc ; b»| Jhja pror 
jeft broke off, by Elizabeth's pretending tfe.^t 
^Pitcarin was not authorized to give fei^witieS' 
for Mary's fafety in Scotland. Dtlr^]|g thia^ 
tranfa^ion, Mary's lords receivted a confide^ 
rable reinforcemefit of anns, anununitxof}, audi' 
ng^ieyi firom the duke of Aiva; a«t: bstk 

aiTurapces^ 



Aflarlitces from the coArt tof Fraace. iThiii de^ a» 0. t jfo<i 
t^snin^d the earl o£ SSxSex to pUt Dniry'd amy 
intd motion, but nbl till ike ^tarla of Morton^ 
Mar, and Olencaim, t«rith the lords Libdfity and 
Ruthven, had given hofikges for timr pci^ 
fbrming whatever Ihonld be entered itito be« 
tween Elizabeth zAd ViUzma 

Nothing could be. more dreadftd to Maitland ft^.*^ 
and Kirkaldy (who had hitherto afFoOedl^p aft andKir. . 
in It kind of neutrd <»^acity) than ^kit ittirdi 
of the Edgliih . anky fibtb Scotland^ wbidi te^ 
gan on the deventh of May^ attended bf tht 
earl of Lenoii:, and fottt field«»pie€e6. Thtsty^Oft** 
fidered Mary's catife a6 deffi^eratg, if tfiey fttoufcl 
keep. Ujp the diftiiiaidtt of ^^ Mt^^t ^wk 
4ueeVs lotds; atid therefore reft>lved tojokl 
the Iatt6r, as being the Md^ probiibte tat^SJlSSNf 
for rerving her ; biit the i-eft of her party, in- 
toxicated with the protoifes they had Wcli^ee! 
fi*om abroad, re&dered thid propofal in^SeAttd)* 
They had bedti ehcOttragdd to it by the i«fUIt 
df a donverfation Which Melvil had With &st 
earLi^ Lenox, at BerWi<l:k, k which the Iftttot 
profefled ^ violent frkndfiitp f&t the ^1^ 4>f 
Norfolk^ amd all his friendd in Scotland : they 
therefore reafonably thought, that by uniting 
both parties under the ektl^s regency, they had 
the beft ciiance for obtaining tolerable tewnU foir 
Mary. 

• They had no time for deliberation. UruiY Progidi of 
upon his entermg Scotldnd was |oitted by i vmyfo 
' ' thou. ^'"^ 
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A%D.j57o. thdufand of the young king's party, and ad* 
vanced towards Edinburgh. The queen'sr lotd^ 
attempted to take the caftle of Glafgow, but 
they failed through the gallant defence nniade by 
fome friends of the Lenox family j after whicli 
difappointment, the duke of Chatleheraut retired 
weftward with the earl of Argyle, as did the 
earl of Huntley northward. The king's party 
being thus mafters of the field, deftroyed the 
c^iftle and palace of Hamilton, with all the 
eftates.of his adherents in Clydefdale, as they 
did the eftates of the lords Fleming and Leving- 
fton ; but Drury was difappointcd in a defign 
he had formed againft Dunbarton caftle. That 
fort had been pitched upon as the landing-place 
of the foreign fuccours that were to be fent to 
Mary's affiftance; and the archbilhop of St, 
Andrew's had retired thither, to avoid the fury 
of his enemies. It was thus of the utmoft im- 
portance for Elizabeth's fervice, that the place 
fliould be put into her pofleffion ; and Drury^ 
not being provided with artillery for beiieging 
it, invited the lord Fleming, its governor, to 
^ parley, after viewing the fortrefs with a party 
of light horfe. Fleming did not decline the 
interview ; but Drury was ftruck with a panic, 
and pretended that he had been fired at from 
the caftle. This was afterwards magnified into 
a charge of treachery againft Fleming; but how 
improbable that was/ appears from Drury's re- 
newing his application for an interview, which 

Fleming, 
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.'Andrews, j icjieeJinftd, .^s jhe; Ijad ^ jvo : h/?rfc, anjd 

:Dr.ury /was >a_Upn^ded%by;JhLp|rferjoq^ly ^^ 

*Sin Geocge.Gaiiy, jQne pf (J)wi}yjs:^ifh^s,t;f^nt 

.tleroing ,a cbaJIenge -jtp rfifiht jhijjn, ^^^^^ 

ilfleming • m^^d /jykh .,aLbgc(a?niqg..^fda^n,. J^ 

: cailiBgit^*, abraifvliefe kUer/'i^S.d/igforip^n^ tl^ 

^mcffenger, ; that ; ibe did . Jftot itt^ink ^tiflftf^lf i?t 

1 Eberty > to • tward this / pecfcn,.* pf^pf^ri^gv tjie 

i amportant • tcuft^he ijbidd ftqpi JiiSj^ljtffifs. >]l^ 

- the retturn. x)f • the cEnglifli ai^y ^ frppi | Edjiiji- 

•iurgh,! they* had otders to diifcoiiiiflpe^aJVtheir itUttuiua 

J ^-avages, the ^ nieriti of jwhiQh itenity -Mprt;«n 

;.arxogated toAimfi^f ;ijbut jj/Q ;vi^,tQld'j^h^t Come 

: lioufes..werQa3&ualJy xa«d ;,.aiidjve^kiiQw ttat 

i by the ;third ,of June, \Dxury retucnediwifchFihis 

detachmenttd Becwkk^jorheif etMartoiLldievlid 
i his hoftages. \^e .AretQ.looki for 4Ueifpxi»g3 
: of this moderate jcondiift in Eogjajad. 

. It is necdJefsiito. repeat aoy.mentiodrtiOf the Elizabeth 
'. alarms.which Elizabeth every(day jcontum^d.Xo wardsM«^^^ 
, .receive,, both f frpm /abroad, and jitv,h©itee„LOn 
•. acGoun t^ of n Mary's .treatment. iToofooth.tiie 
. court of Fxaiice,e>flievintijnaj^cd.lhatitfl^eiji^ 
..iWilliqg tOoaccept of thCfdiake .of (Anjoo's^ad- 
i-drefies ;. ax:aurtihipiwhi(9h.hadbeenfment]Oiicd 

by the queen-mother of Ecance. ji&he treated 
•* the I^riench^iambalTfLdor •witb.particukir4regard^ 
i . in alj his tapplinaliona' whieK. he* made j^orMfaiy^ 
i in conjuliclioniiwithi Ltfley, ...wbMnnihe'Hhid 
•.feeed.fr0mJiis..reftraint She .hjid fejitjoriJors 
, .Vox. VIL P P t9 
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A. D. 1570. to the earl of Shrewfbury, to fliew Mary fonfe 
sh"wib'**°* indulgences ; and, if poffible, to prevail upon 
to Ccdk her to fend a private letter, whi^h was to be 
feen by Elizabeth only, declaring all ihe knew 
of the fteps that were taking for her liberty. 
Mary, deplorable and deftitute a» her fituation 
was, rejeded this propofal with great firmnefs; 
but ofifered, if Elizabeth would reftore her to 
liberty, to agree to any reafonable terms ffie 
• ^ould propofe, and to continue her fincere and 
faithful friend to her laft breath. She renewed, 
in the moft earneft manner, her requeft of be- 
ing introduced to Elizabeth's prefence, though 
in a clofe coach, and without any fiate, having 
matters to communicate to her, which flie 
would not reveal to any other perfon; hntih^ 
declined writing, becaufe fhe knew that her 
letters were liable tp doubts and fuipicion, arid 
obtained no credit with Elizabeth. The report 
of this convcrfation, with the repeated folici- 
tations of Lefley.and the French ambaflador 
that flie would recal her army out of Scotland, 
made fo confiderable an impreffion upon Eliza- 
beth, that flie agreed to the recall, which was 
carried into execution as we have alrea4y feen, 
and to the following articles as the bafis for 
Mary's deliverance, 
^hohut ^ That the queen of England inftantly widi- 
SkKJenncl ^^awing her forces from Scotland^ a gfeneral 
c^flatibn of arms fliall follow for certain 
nionths. That the " Engliflx reifbgees in Scbt- 

. landy 
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lajid fball either forthwith be driven from Sce>t- a.d. 1570. 
l^ncj, or be fecyred there, in order to be delii-; 
yered to the queen of England, when the treaty- 
is concluded. That the king of France fliall 
Ikn^ no foldieirs to Scotland; and in cafe an/ 
^rri^fi during the treaty, they Ihall inftantly h^ 
feQt back again. That commiilioners jQhall be 
fent to England, for the queen of Scots and 
the nobles of her party, queen Elizabeth 
caufing others to be fent for the other party, to 
treat upon the reftoration bf queen Mary, the 
compofing all differences between her fubjeft$, 
and the fatisfying the EqglijQi que,en w^h re- 
Ipeft to feer crown. And laftly, that no inya- 
Hon ihall be made on the ftate and government; 
(^he words of the original) of Scotland, during 
t^e treaty." 

.. Lefley, who in the hiftory of his negotiations^ Artfai con- 
giyes .an account of thofe articles,,fays they were aabeth. *' 
tjie beft that could be obtained for Mary at the 
time, on account of the difficulties in which her 
friends on thp continent were inyolyed within 
their owi> dominions. The abbot of Dum- 
fjerralii\g did all he could to render inefFeftual the 
articles that had been agreed on, but with very, 
little fuccefs ; and Elizabeth even intimated that 
flie was free from her promife of not re* 
Coring Mary, becaufe the earl of Murray had 
failed in proving her guilt. The king's lords 
ip Scotland were under inexpreflible confter- 
ijatipn, wlxejj they received iptellij^ence of the 

Ppz articles 
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A. D. 1 j?o. artiefestoH^WfchEUiJi'bctfe haaa^6#d%ithiJl^' 
The^ WefeTfldhi in fact, ak'leftthiehi withotit'a^ 
Hfeaii; wliile'^tlifeit adVeifatie^liiKJireairy retolil-fd 
tb lAa^y's'atithdrityi-antf tliaf of- herillkiteiiailts?. 
Elizabetli'fte^tiiS to HaVe liceti'foitfeWhiit'ftnfible 
<!ffthis;€rp'eHailyiaftfer{hevihdarftbbd'tbat*tHe'earf 
^"VJiJ^nidrdahd' and Dfe(Jr€s hitdsbSen ftiff««d? 
^ dcipetfe dJe ddfitindnti, attd tlhie'dari-of'IieilO^ 
Hkdlseen- dedltfrtdnieUfefaanCd^ tHtf kiflgdtthi, tSU' 
tSife eleV^th'df Jlilyj-^Vhriiltftite loiWfes of thfe patty 
"ArerefoiWbdefbPthie dhoifctfofartgeilt. They 
paid' £likat)eth< the tiont^i^etlt to co»AkIt hcfi^ 
Tijpbil' th^t head ;• to >»h'i<lh fhefeturttfed- i m(^ 
' artSFdi airifw^^V. ^lid recbtemdnd^d the eirf 6t 
. I-diib!!t't6"bercgeht,b€(fatirehie^aS'thiS moil Aia«^ 
ftiraVguaVdian o^liis graHdifoh.'lSfe yolingMii^s* 
perfon. She affured them of her frieridlhij^'; tRat 
ffie 'mm no altefaeion ift <!he foritt 6'f tfceir 
^^eriidiient, undtr theii* MAg^s authority ; ahtf 
delired t!hem nbt fd lie aFafme^' it aiiy re|)oitff 
€K^t liad bfeeA fprefei<f cotadeirairtg R^r *;edram6-^ 
d-afiori- \^r<H Miry,- fr6m= ^«om,-ft|l fiitf, fee ex- 
pe<5ed fifttAar <ri'iderices 6f R^r ^htoc'itfcy. 

TKi^ fi^efef" 'i*! j pfe'ferite'd to th<S aflfetiibit o^ 

tM Itt'g'i J^ds by Kindolpft, >!«kd difbf ced « 

xIritB a Jafidttfed fptecR, vet c<i>fefeqtjeri€e of 

■ft^hich Lenox was dctrartd regcht Oif the 

•The «ati or tfwdfffi 6f ;fuly. ThSti^K liiahy of hM friends 

chofcn re. Bad prc'^YAttffjr -rtrirrfed hi A 6f f fift danger att- 

•""' tfendift^ thts high fiatioft, fit h^ Entered npon 

if itm ^c^f al^cfity.: Tl^m^i Mfe fcrforial am* 

bition, 
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hitioiiv Mid/ deflre^ of revenge fon tfic ixirirdcil AiO/isjfa*. 
of/ his fbn^.he bddi the!* intbi^a: of. tile: Leno» 
and /Haniiltait families; txi. ba* incompatible:; 
andi tlierfifore; he demanded: the; ailifta^nice of 
f6me:tit)opjS from: the eari of SufleiSji and a few 
pieces of artillery fcom Kirkaldy^. to pi^evcnt 
tKe; oonventioh: ofi the queen's, party ,at Jiin- 
Stligow. Thonghi be: was.difappointed ia both 
liis^ requefisy. yset be took, pofleffijcm: b£ tbali 
tQ\m witht five bundlned Horie^. and: e&duall^ 
prevented tber meeting. . Crawford tdls:tia tbstt 
tbe lord Gland Hamilton, witka party p£ his 
fniQnde^Jay in wait for the regent, at Caltendaf*- 
wood ; but perceivings k& was^ diicpveeed;, he 
withdi^ew: his men to Hamilten^ upon which 
the regent took pofibiiion of Linlithgow, 
Mary's £riendB^ ndytrvrithftanding theii; difop^ 
p^ttn^tmenty were viery a<^ve ia the etheir parts 
of Sk:otfandv Th« eanrl ot Hnntky was ftiU m 
^mm ; and' befiegin^ Abetbrothwkk, which 
had fadlent into tine hands of the queen^'s ene« 
flnae% while her fekiyds^ the eaii of Crawford, 
the lord Ogrlfrte^ and Sir James Balfour^ were 
fbf tifying Brechin. Lenox, defirons to. figna* 
Uze the commencement of his adminiftratioo, 
detached the eari of Morton with a party of 
Ught horie to relieve Aberbrothwick, or Tie- 
ddce Brechin. Morton thinking his force 
too fiender, wa& reinforced ^t Perth loHith a 
confiderable body of foot, and fet out upon a 
forcc4 toJ^ch to furpri2;e Mary's friends in 

Brechin. 
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A.D. 1570* Brechin. His approach being difcovered, their 
chiefs retired towards Montrofe; but left two 
of their officers (CowtB and Wemys) with fe-' 
venty-five men to make good the pafs of: Brc-: 
chia, and to ftop Morton's purfiati Accord- 
ing to Crawford, thofe two officers i^^liaved fa 
bravely, that Morton having loft fome mea in 
his firft attack, durft not make a fecond^ till 
he was joined by the regent. . The match was 
then fo unequal, that the two officers fur«>' 
rendw-ed at difcretion ; and Cowts, with the 
ieventy-five men ^, were immediately hanged^ 
by the inftigation of the earl of Morton: 
Wemys being rich, bought oflF his life* .After; 
this unmanly aAion, which rendered Lenox's 
regency very unpopular in the north, be re- 
duced the caftle of Down in his return. 

It was obferved by the public with fome. 
difiatisfa^lion, that the regent, who was con- 
iidered ^s a thorough Englifliman, was now as 
much under the direftion of Morton, as his 
predeceffor had been ; while Sadler openly 
boafled that there was no other government in 
Scotland than that of his miftrefs. The af-: 
fembly of the church was then fitting at Edin- 
burgh ; and a commiffion was given to two of 
the members, Mr. David Lindfay and Mr. Anr9 
drew Hay, to treat with the duke of Chatler 
heraut^ the earls of Argyle, Eglington, and 



bfiilenee 
«f the 

ftCMIMStl 



Spotfwood mentions only thirty^ 



Ciiffils, 
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•Ciflils, the lord Boyd, and other baronis ?nd A,D.is7f. 

* gentlemen of the weft parts, for reducing them 
to the obedience of the king and his authority, 
or rather to- that of the regent and Morton. 
'A like deputation was fent to the eirlof Craw** 
ford and lord Ogilvie ; and the deputies had ' 
piower to threaten all thofe noblemeii with ex- 
communication, in cafe they did not comply ^. ,^ .^ 

-We know of BO effed: which this infolentde- ^ .'* 

• putation had ; but a parliament >^as indided 
to be held at Edinburgh on the tenth of Ofto- 
ber following. 

The negotiation for Mary's liberty was flill ^*7"- 

» going on in England, though it received fe- 

veral rubs from the ill-judged confpiracies of 

fome violent Roman catholics in Norfolk, who 

were difcovered and executed. Fortunately 

. for Mary, fhe was found to have no connieclion 

with their treafons ; and though they were of 

: a very high and dangerous nature, they ferved . 

• The good archbifhop SpotfviroQd, like too many well-mean- 
ing clergymen, is a little incpnfiftent with himfelf in relating this 
negotiation. He makes a kind of an encomium upon the meni'^ . 

; bers for their forbearing, at the admonition of the temporal 
pow^r, all decifion in civil matters, which ought to be tried by* 
the king and council ; and in the very fame paragraph he giver 

, us a detail of this very extraordinary deputation. The good 
prelate feems himfelf to have been aware of this inconfiftency ; 
for he fays, he does " not think that the excommunication was 

. really intended, cqnfidering the quality and number of the per- 
fons." I am afraid, that when this apology is duly confidercd, 
it renders the abfurdity and irifolence of the afrembly^s proceed- • 
ings liiil more aggravating, and more dmilarto'the moftinexcu- 
ikble exercifes of the papal pow^r. 

. ' only 
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^iv.iijo, only the rmore to ;ci(Mivmce rEUzitbcith ,*f Itfef 
daagerifee underwcat by • continmag :M»^9 
jMpnBonmtnt. Sht^gaveendeFaforft^e «it1i^ 
Scrffox ';to;iaterpofo her; authority,-** 'TKatit^ 
regent iflt^mld obli^geju^ssfelfiand his.ptitafef rs tio 
jccuC&ivixm xturmsy ^nd not to moleft iskKyitiidt 
•fretiSiMed ^ebodirace to :the i luff's » Kn|#4^^, 
.dati^.die'fpaceof two montlxs, ^wMbhr/flraisid 

4 

49e ndaderftoddito^bpgin t)(e tbird^d*y.-Qf iSisp^ 

Jtettrf^er, providing tl^t no* mnoy.aiioii>|(|bM^^ 

4)e made in tite;gov^fnmen(;and.allthi|^»,i;cv^ 

tinue in the fame eftate wherein tbsy^urere^Ht 

;tliedetttht>f the late regent :.;ts<alfQ< tbiit;the 

^^ordinary^adminiftratioii 6f Ahe lawtandrjufticein 

rpasliainsnt,: fsffioQ, andiother xourt3, mrithlhe 

(poniihment»6frthitT)es:and inrsfpalTers^inightpra- 

xeedrin'.the meantime by.lawporforcc, in jtke 

^kiiii^s aame,: and.underhis anithorityy/ without 

janyopppfition.'* 

Sfotfwood. ' •The Tcgent and theJdag'a party ;m adc( ;ib:o8g 

objeftions to this truce, and reprefented it to 

Elizabeth as tending to the abfolute ruin of the 

Bated oao. * Y^^^S tking . and his aiithority ^.but thcyjtwejre 

7 anfwercd by another peremptory letter^'from 

** Elizabeth, iignifyi^g ^^.Thacfhe had. appointed 

^Sir Williatn! Cecil, her principal fecretary, -and 

^ Sir Walter. Mlkknay, ehanicdlor .of..the«jex- 

' thpquer, ta repair' to the* qeecn x>f Soots,* -Mid 

A n«gocia. -^^^ 'What oflfcrs. flie ' would xsoake for Jxec.ma- 

**^sm!m V j^fty's^carityiand the notdifttirbing^theT^aiins, 

if flie fliould be put to libeny. In which treaty 

flie 
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fce. minded ncft to Atglea thh fmttf of thi *P-f»». 
fouE§ king^ and tfid eftate of thi j[<!rbitity a^^ 
fieritig to hhn ; vtrBeri6f flit tVYjisld b6 ii(y' Ictft 
eai-efis^^tbanofwlcatcQiiiiefhedlieirfeif mifi. 'Bui 
in regard thdl thsatycSuld t»kd od good effe^if 
tke rc^st and th« trdbiiicy oir his fide Aifdula 
dff dhy thiMg. to tfhe f>fe}a<^ of iU» ^tftl6iEr bf 
Sc6ts iad Ifet pTktPfi Q^btie&Ad tHathb ps^tHii 
A«6t flsoiQler te')E>«^ dtftlft^'ihe ^bi« 6f fM 
(felty ; :6r if it Ka«l tikeff bqglMifi^ b€f(^i IK€ 
f«:t;ipt 6i the Mttef'^ thst imthittg f&6l!lld ^^ 
ih/iibiii ^UrMch thight gi^ft her t&'Ok is t6mpTiii6-. 
Aiiditft t&e abftrti^tfCtf Ukbft uflto tht ^U& of 
Nbveifibefy f«;8in^'thwe i»jf» «(!> }ftjieli66bie[- tia 
ii^ztj^ ihmtd tftkt $ri tlid in fd ftt)f t ^ tjfti^^ U$ 
t(f!M f2^e^6r d«fti-ed Cd pttStogdt fhe.fJiQtfc fd^ 
other twd ftioritb$i^ 

tto fo&tiet Wfis tlW NdrfoSfe Oonfftelty ^p. • ;* 
pf^fifed fey tlfeibeth- ittd Hftf iffJniftcrt,* tIl:iH 
affother bifdfte Oi« tADSrlayftlire'. Thte frewds of 
k vtctt Thtoitt^s and Edw^ard Stao'Ifeyi fotttf of 
tie eart of IJdrby,' aiitft&ree gihclatnlen of the 
Aa^6'£pof Qeprxrd, RolftoiiV ^n^ Hdl j anrd tHe^ 
iwtinciftli ^aS t6 h^e freed Mir;^,' who ha(f 
been remo-^ed to Ghatfworth Jft th^f CdtiAtp 
It! is. uVio6fta$tf ^lietliac th<6 eafl 6f Be^liy Kcwcoo. 
Wfflfeif kti^'AvaWy fhifig 6f thcii? d^nyBtftJe g^^.'^, 
•was fufpeded by the earl of Huntington, who * 
a'dvifeu Cecil'to plant aipy in tis family. ' The 
oonCpijratDra' having accefs to Mary^ ptopO^'Co- 
iell her at ITB'^f t;^, providfed' tTiey' were fuppbf tea 

Vol. VII. (^q by 
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A.D f 57»' by 1 . foreign force, while they were raifin^ 
their friends in England. They likewife oflFered 
to deliver the duke of Norfolk, and to protedl 
both Ma^ry and him in England after tkeir mar* 
riage was confummated. Though the execution 
of this confpiracy was by no means imprac'* 
ticable, yet the delicacy of Mary, after Eliza* 
beth's offers and indulgences, was fuch, that 
ihe gave the confpirators no other encourage* 
ment tlian by referring them to the biihop of 
Rofs, who difcouraged the fcheme *. The 
matter might have refied there, had not Rolftpn 
admitted his fon, who was one of Elizabeth's 
gentlemen-penfioners, into the fecret^ and he 
difcovered it to the miniftry ; upon which, all 
the confpirators, excepting Hall, who made 
his efcape, were feized and imprifoned. 
ti!e otto^ Elizabeth, upOn enquiry, perceiving that 
fiime?,'tiid ^J^is confpiracy had neither taken its rife from^ 
of*SwcIme. fto*',^^!! encourag^d by, Mary or her miniiier, 
no fooner returned from a progrefs £he was 
IQQaking^ than ihe ordered Sir William Cecil 
and Sir Walter Mildmay to repair to Chatf- 
worth, and to pjepare every thing for her 
putting the lad hand to Mary's deliverance. 
We have a mod authentic account in the Cecil 
Papers of this negociation, which even Cam* 

• It appears, however, by the iState t'apers publiihed by Mr. 
Murden, that the biihop of .Roi^ knew mor6 of this conipiracy 
than he thought proper to own at. this time; but this, biflpry 
would fwcUto an enormous (ize> were I to take aotice of par* 
tkulars. . 

den 
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^en had never fccn; and his ignorance has led a.o.ist^, 
him into feVetal miftakes on that head. The 
whole is figned by Mary and the two Englifh 
COTiniiflioiieFS^ who brought them ready drawn 
Up * 

By the firft article " a league of amity between 
the two "queens was propofed ; and that Mary 
ihould confirm all that had been done by heir 
fon's miriifters, for flrengtheiiing the good un- 
derftanding between the two crowns?' — Mary 
agreed to this article in fubftance, but de- 
murred a little as to ackno^'leidgingh^rfon's'au- 
thority* 

Secondly, " To reftify the treaty of Edin- 
burgh in 15^0, but without prejudice to Mary's v 
fiicceffion to the crown of England, in cafe . 

of Elizabeth's demife without ANYiffue*''— Mary 
agreed to this article, but fiibftituted the word ^. ' 

LAWFUL for ANY. 

Thirdly, " That Mary fliali enter into no en-- 
gagements prejudicial to England with foreign 
powers, nor fuffer her fubjecls to fervc either by 
fea or land againft the Englifti-, that in cafe Eng- 
land is unjuftly attacked, fee ftall furnilh Eliza- 
beth with troops and fliipS ^ while Elizabeth ili- 

pulates the fame with regard to Scotland, each 

• ■ t - 

* This ne^ociation was publiihed by Lefley \ but tbough be 
Was a party concerned, his copy is full of m&ny miftakes, and 
fome articles of great moment are omitted. As it is a paper of 
i^jiportance, but very tedious in the drigiu^, I here prtfeHt 
the reader with an abridgment of it, a$ f^j: 9& js con^ftie;!^ witb 
p^rfi^ici^t^. 

Q^q? paying 
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gg^ecfj tp>y Mary. • ; , 

fent out of Scotland in a month after figfii^g 

\}*fi ^g^Fs %^^ ^^' P^ f9i?l=c4 to rejwr 
<;^l^n".TrT8 '^iw aflfck M^^^py agtee? WJtJ»9»* 

Pmf, 5f That M^Hf fii# hpld no gqirp^ 
l^on^ence ^j^J^ ^ny Eagljlh. fotjea, ^thout 
afgujigtin^ P?5a^tli w^th the fi|pae,'^'-^M*nf 
\jr^n|;^4 iRUich to hay* qfl^liged this tyraBftics^l 
article, by promifing to hold no fuch cc?rr<r 
(ppg^eqpie to Eliy#e^h'g prfjpdicp; tjVIt the 
|;i^glift cpiQffiiffipjjer^ prevailfd Je b^vp the ar-: 
tifJe afpqf^ ^S it pHgin^ly ftaod. 

5j:5thly, *f Th^t the «arl of Nprthumhet^ 
I%ad an4 %U the EngUfik r^heh ia Sco^^nd be 
delivered up to Elizabeth." — Mary could not ba 
pj«vaile4 witlx tp ^gf9^ to tlus ^^tlcle» as 
y^iB^g UDg?»erQy$ apd difco.opurab|e. 3,u.t ^p 
hfi^amp 519 iftte^fxffor ^ijh Eli^^bfith fpr their 
pa«ip8 1 anji i| th^5 cfiuW AOI be ofelained, 
ihe offc^eid to fend ih^m* iA a certain time, out 
of h«r do.miRiojftg. The EngUflx commiffioners, 
QXk the other h^^d, Jofiiled upon the article 
Handing in its original form ; nor do I find that 
l^ry evpr agreed to it, bcf aufe I perceive flie 

i ■ ' 

* This and the fbllowing s^tkle are otnHted by Lefley in his 

• objefts 
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Sev^mWy, ** Thfj^ ]VJ?ry fliajl ftr4er yp4x;eC» 

^ft refer gvery ihJPg to ^pnpmijpipii^rs PR hfif^^ 
pa4:l;§ ; 5in4 ^ J^j? the EngUflj wiiH^^rij ^m^ 

Eighthly, ** Th^t the muVder^fs pjf J^f^itfy 
an4 Mvway ihoAiW be puEuUJie4.' VT^ , .^ 
article Mary vpry fag^cioufly ?<|(|fi4» *^l*» 
¥Qr4i>ag t^ t^P l^WS fif ScQtbijd i" m^- (lo J flcr- 
9Fivp^ s^Ry qliflecliqns n?;jd«; l?y thP 6«>gliife 9Ut 



. ^fifttfe " Sy ^hi» ?fft.Wl6. w^lwh iS' th# ?M>ft 
ip^tprjj^l of tt^e whole, EU.5;abath ?0ft«iii«4, ^^ 
fW the Me^y of the youpg lying's perfcw, a& \^^\ 

*» ^K^f he ifl»y be * hflftftge ^r hi? g»Oith«ft M 
fhou\4» bofqr? ftf YTii^ ^^ *^ Ub^ifty, 1^ ^QUgfe* 
l<»tQ lingte*^, an4 Uye t.hfr* yfjud^f fycH 30- 
bk^R i(fl4 g?fltlen^6.H. 9fScftt|jin4, ^IbjO^^, 
%«»ifiW«i'e(\ ^y t^^ ^ifl of LeAoaj, hi» j^ag^-. 
father, or- Ifee ?^l o^f M^r, bi^ gqveppqri aiji4 

to r^aip ther^ ^ le^g ^ ^lizjibpth, who w^i 

to tr?at biro 9,i her wes^r^ft l?ipfii^n^ ilW^jW. 
Hl^^£i?., His jqotther had pawer ^o. (eft4 qa«C.. 

i«aftg?r& to vi|it Ififxi, { ^0,4 he was te r^tVW t». 
Scotland, and be eftablifhed in ^is Idq^^dQ^ 
t,^p, ^ foDi^ Ji? his Pfiother ihoi44 di^,, or 
r^^gn tq him t^i,e g«vernn;ient of her ^^9g,^ 
dQfl[i.' VMary offfred tfi (iSP4 hsf fp* tP , ?,«g-- 

iwd, pj;aYi4«4 w? 9^ Ws tH.^giri ^a|.wwipatc4 

by 
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A. D. 1570. by licrfelf, and the others by Elizabeth, with 
the earls of Lenox and Mar, and'lhc herfdf 
permitted to fee him once or thrice a y<i^r ; aiid 
he "was to remain there till he'&ould*strfive at 
the age of fifteen, and longer, if At (MaiH|r) 
thought proper. But flie wais in hopes, that 
fince his revenues, as prince of Scdtlai&d, wera 
too flender for defraying the expence of a 
pnncely education and maintenance, that Eliza- 
beth would bear part of the charges. 

The Engliih commiifioners diiallowed of 
Mary's vifiting .her fon, and of EUzabetb^ 
paying any part of his expences. Mary, there- 
fore, waved both requefts ; but flie (aid the for- 
mer was founded on the afiFedion every mother 
ought to have for her childj and the latter on 
reafon, becaufe fhe could maintain the prince 
much cheaper in Scotland than in England. 

By the tenth and laft article, *« Mary was fo- 
oblige hcrfelf not to' enter into communica-\ 
tion of marriage, or to conclude any marriage' 
for herfeif, vdth any of the queen of ^ngl^nd's 
fubjefts, without Elizabeth's confent ; nor with 
any other perfon, without the confent of Eliza- 
beth,- or of the greater part of the nobility of 
Scotland." — Maryr agreed to this article without 
any alteration. 

The two Engliflh commiffiopers^ next {Pro- 
ceeded to the manner in which Mary Was to be' 
bound to perform the above articles. They de-' 

« 

manded that fijc hoftages,iithree of them' carls,' 

and 
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and three lords of parliament, fliould be fSrit a. p. 1574. 
into England as fureties for three years, but ex- 
changeable by ' others of equal quality. Maryj 
after foxne very reafonable objeftions, agreed to 
this article, ' provided that the duke of Chatlef^' 
heraut, the carls of Argyle, Htmtley, and 
Athol, the lords Fleming and Seaton, and her 
wardens of the borders, were not of the num« 
bcr ; becaufe Ihe faid they were the only pcr- 
fons in all Scotland on whom fhe could rely for 
herfafety. This exception of perfons was dif- 
allowed of by the Englifli commiffiohers. 

The next demand was of fo extraordinary a na- 
ture, and is fo fully expreffive of Elizabeth's jea- 
lous and tyrannical difpofition, that it deferves to 
be fully mentioned. Itimported,that Mary fhould 
•* be di veiled of all title to the Engliih crown, 
if fhe did aught in prejudice to Eli^abetV^ 
right or intereft therein ; or fhould affifl any 
others in the like attempt, or harbour any 
Engliih rebels. Farther, in fuch an event, 
Elizabeth was to be at liberty to difpoffefs Mary 
of her crown, in favour of the prince her fon.'* 
Mary had no objedion to this article ; but fhe 
required, that fhe might, in cafe of any fuch 
attempt by her, have a formal denunciation 
and admonition from England. The Englifh 
commiifioners moft tyrannically rejeded this 
juft requefl ; upon which Mary put in the fol-* 
lowing unafwerable rejoinder : ** In confidera- 
tion that the queen'^s ipajcfiy of Scotland doth' 

fubmit 
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A;B.fs7i^ foDmil birftif t6 the jiidgmftnt frf <h»^lifefr 0f 
£»gHdd| aod the mote part ctf kii MtMtkff A 
ttfo <£ her 60kndt§ tbeAs cm inr lt£l bt rtqutitMl 
Iba^a d^ttMlialtidft add adfiraBkimr tet ptotitA 
tfaiir deajaratioli, (Ibr tJiA #a» dmnmitt imnMth 
inauditmi^ ef elfc AnSdtnt pfoof tA be ifnRk^ 
and ber a&fwdr beard bftferts tbb ^tMfr of Eta^ 
Jaady aAd tbe^more part of be# adbiltty/' 

£y aootb^F ar^io)#^ :tbd E»^ift w^6 f(l 
have pofieffion for tbf ee ycatr^ df Hiihe iaSSii^ 
becaufe that nob^emaii bad fayottfed thi Xeg^ 
lilb rebels > ^nd likaw:^fo%e taftteS id OaH&^i 
way or Knitire, ie as to prevent fcbd Seets ffffm 
afiiiling Elizisbtth's Iri£b rebels; SCary ob< 
jefted, but in vain^ t^ bdth tbofe ' dfeinaBxtoi 
alledgiDg, that the eari of HUrae bad be£b. ^ 
ready a gxeat iufferer by the Edglllh ; aiid tfiaf 
the caftles in^ the weft of S<jOt42(Bd wtors imO sM 
ber difyo&l, beictg private ^opefty^: .Tin 
Englilh oommiiliGQerSy boweV^r^ abated .iio«» 
tbiog of either demandj for th^^t tbefe ritl^h^ 
^eem irever to have been fettfed.^ 

Ratifica- Ii^ the courfe of this nG&rotiatk>iyv Mary^a fift** 

tion of the , ^ , w 

treaty by fwers and obiectioas to tbe articles^ alid (JM 

the two ' . ^ 

Hueeiu. reply of the Engliih: commifSotiersP'to^ j^^ry^ar 
anfwer s^ were in feparate papera. An the entb 
of Mat^ys anfwer is the following recjpdft-r. 
*< in Qonfideration of thefe reafonable atai^eraj^ 
and the good mind and will of the queen of 
Scots to fatisfy the qineeny ber good jfifter,* m 
all points^ wkh moft hearty afibctio^Ei arid b«^ 

milityt 
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mUitYf Ihe defires.that the ^qviecnxjf England, A.b.i^;©. 
Jier goodftft^, will caufe hcr-to -be put-tQ li- 
berty, reftored freely to? her Jdngdoffe,*'»efta4;e 
and government of the realm of Scotland; and 
to ke.^ut4K)nzed^ ai&fted, and fortified by her 
faid good lifter thereunto, whereby ihe toay 
govern her fubjedts and realm, by the advicd 
of the queien, her good fitter, to the honoui* 
of: God, and t;o the comfort and common ^ui- 
e,tnefs of this wholef ifle. Mary R." 

The paragraph annexed by Elizabeth to the 
ripply of <her commiffioners to Mary's anfwersi 
i» as follows t >^ That the queen of England^ 
in cafe the queen of Scotsr fliall be conforma- 
ble to perform the articles above written, is 
not only content to grant the faid requeft to 
the queen pf Scots, but alfo to ptomife t^iat 
where allegations have been produced agaiqft 
the iqueen of Scots, the queen of England 
meaneth not, nor will not do any thing, by 
reafon thereof that may any wife totich the / 
queen of Scots in honour or eftimation, fo 
long as flie fliall faithfully keep her promifes 
and agreemetits, according to the tenor of 
this treaty .'^ 

Mary, by way of rejoinder to this paper, 
moft earneftly requefted to be admitted to the 
prefence df Eiizrabeth, that Ihe might have 
her word as a pledge of her fri'endfliip, to 
which flie faid Ae would truft more than to 
all the other pledges fte could defire# 
Vol. VIL Rr Suck 
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A. D. 1570* Such was the fubftancc of this famous ne- 
gotiation, which has been moft unaccountably 
overlooked or iriifreprcfented by all hiftoriansj 
Scotch as well as Englifli. They have confi- 
dered it as being conditional i whereas it 
was intended to be definitive, as far as tvr6 
independent fovereigns could render any treaty 
fo*. There was, it is true, another negotia- 
tion carried on at Chatfworth at the fame 
time; but this had no relation to Mary's li- 
berty, and contained only the modes Of go- 
vernment to be obferved in Scotland after her 
•reftoration ; and the whole was to be altered or 
forborn, as Ihould be agreed upon by the com- 
miflioners coming from the regent and queen's 
party in Scotland. The fubftance of this ne* 
gotiation (which never was carried into ex- 
ecution, and therefore I ihall here omit the 
particulars) may be found in Spotfwood's 

p. 249, Church Hiftory ; but it is proper I fhould men- 
tion what Spotfwood omits ; for in Cecil's 
copy^ ^^ all thefe premiffcs are but conjefturally 
propounded, without the knowledge of the 
earl of Lenox, or any of the nobility joined 
with him ; or without any particular under- 

'^ To prove this, and how unfair all hiftotians have been in 
their reprefentations of this treaty, it is iufiicient to quote thef 
firft article of the execution, or, as it is called in the originalj^ 
The Manner of Aflurances for the Preraifles, viz. " The con- 
tracts of the premiffes to be firft conceived and concluded in 
writing, and with the hands and feals of both the queens, or. 
of fuflicient commiiBoners hands thereto authoriled, as is ac< 
cullomed betwixt princes." See Cecil's State.Papera, p. 6ia. 

Handing 
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fianding of the ftate and cuftoms of the coun* ^-^-^sj^* 
try ; and therefore ard to be altered, changed, 
or forborn, in part or in the whole, as flaall 
feem further meet and reafonable, upon a con- 
ference to be had with any whom the faid . earl 
and his party fhall fend into England for that 
purpofe, and others to be fent by the queen." . 

The parliament of Scotland met on the Lenoxcon. 

* • - nrmed in 

tenth of October, but went upon no other the regency. 
bufinefs than that of confirming Lenox in thei 
regency. He would gladly have got rid of the 
neutrality propofed by Elizabeth, and made . ,.. , 
vigorous reihonftrances on that head. .IJe. 
faid that it bound the kipg's friends, but not 
thofe of the queen; and he inftapced the 
powerful intereft flic had at the court of 
France, where all the Scotch fliips not provi* 
ded with paffes in Mary's name. were feized. 
He even intipatedhisdifcont^nt that Elizabeth 
had entered fo far into the motion of a trpce 
without confulting him; but npt daring to 
difpute her will, he fubmitted to prolong the 
truce for two months, provided the fliips were 
peleafed. Lenox met with a powerful friend 
in the perfon of Cecil, who, while he was at 
Chatfworth, wrote him a lettpr, informing oft. 13. 
him that he had been forced into the manage- 
ment of the negotiation with the queen of 
Scotland, " and yet had not dealt therein but 
with a^great regard of the fafety of the young 
king, and whole eftate ; and that all he had 

R r 2 donei 

d 
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A. P. 1570. done, touching Scottifli affairs, was nnder pro- 
tcftation, that it ibould be in the power of 
thofe whom the queen and regent ibonid fend 
in commiffion to change, diminifh, or augment 
the articles^ at their pleafures. Therefore did 
he advife the regent to fend a nobleman, with 
fome other well learned and pra6iifed in the af- 
fairs of the country, to deal in .this matter ; 
taking care that the perfoni he chufed were 
conftant and firm, and fuch as would not be 
won from him, nor from the caufe." 
A double It is plain that the article-s wl^ich Cecil men^ 
negouauon. ^.^^^^ jj^ ^j^j^ letter, are thofe which related to 

the internal government of Scotland after Mary 
fiiould be reftored ; and that Cecil was ading 
a moft difingeriuous part, by prompting- the 
regent, in faft, to fend up fuch commiflioiiers 
as ihould defeat the whole intention of the 
treaty. How far Elizabeth was privy to this can-^ 
not be determined ; but there is little room to 
doubt of her duplicity even with regard to 
the treaty that had been already fettled be^ 
tween her and Mary ; and that her real inten- 
tion was to link it in fuch a manner with that 
which concerned the form of government in 
Scotland, as that the execution of the former 
{hould depend entirely upon the conclufion of 
the latter. In fhort, Elizabeth, during the 
whole of this tranfaftion, fought to gain 
time, that fhe might fuit her condu<9; to 
events, I muft, however, be of opinion that 

Mary 
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Mary and her minifiera proceeded u}>on fimilar a*d.is7o» 
principles, bccaufe fee undoubtedly would 
have made almoft any facrifice to obtain her 
liberty; but evect fuppofing her ndt to have 
been quite iincere as td her profeffidws, her duplih 
city was far more allowable that that of Eliza-^ 
beth. By the bcft iiiformation I have been able 
to gather, Mary was very indufirioi^s by her 
agents at foreign ccfurts. She bad employ e4 
(One Barclay to affift the arcbUlhop of Glafgow 
in his application to the French court; but 
Charles the ninl!h was then wholly immerfed in 
hiS; preparations for the bloody maffacre on St^ 
Bartholomew's eve^ which he ^l^^rwar^s ,^x* 
tcuted^ and for putting to the iw^rd all tifs 
proteftants in his kingdom ;iie therefore dfit 
firied Mary's ambafiikdors to advife hier to ac^ 
cept of any terna« for the prefent that EUs^ 
bcth Was willing : to grant. Another nego- 
ciation of fiill greater importances and which cnwfofj^ 
&ews the genius of her party, hSs in with 
this aera. 
Mary had a refident, Hamilton, who bad ^^'^ seton^t 

^ ' adveoturet 

been reftor of Dunbar, and was extremely ttfe* in Ac Low 
ful ' to her at the court of Spain. He had 
brought to Scotland the lafi; fupply of arms and 
ammunition which had been fent over by the 
(duke of Alva ; and Mary's friends obtained a 
commiflion from her, for the lord Seton to re- 
turn with Hamilton, and in her and her 
party's name to thank his catholick majefty and 

the 
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A; D. 1570. the duke of Alva for their good offices. Seton, 
by what appears from the moft unquefti'onable 
records, was a weak, vain man, oftentatious, 
prodigal, 'intemperate, brave,' and even en- 
thufiaftically devoted to Mary's perfon and fer« 
vice. The charafter of Alva, his feverity and 
bigotry, is well known in hiftory ; and though 
he was in every refped the reverfe of Seton, yet 
as the latter prof effed himfelf tobc an irreconcile* 
able enemy to all rebellion, he inet with a civil 
:Feception ; and indeed his buSnefe deferved at** 
tention. The war occafioned by the revolt of 
the Seven Provijnces, was then raging in the 
Low Countries ; and the armies of the revolted 
Hollanders were full of Scotch officers and 
feidiers, whom the diftrafltions of their own 
country had driven abroad. Nothing could be 
of more effeftual ferv^ice to the crown of Spain 
than the detaching fo confiderable a body of 
troops from the fervice of its rebels, which 
Seton propofed to do by, his perfonal credit 
among his countrymen, and the affiftance of 
fome money ; but at the fame time his catholic 
majefty was to ^engage to fend ten thoufand 
troops to Scotland, for the affiftance of Maiy 
and her friends. The duke liftened with great 
avidity to the propofal, but frankly told Seton. 
that his mafter could not fpare ten thoufand 
men, though he was willing to advance the 
money for paying fuch a body for fix months* 
6eton accepted of the term? j and throwing him-t 
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felf into the compatiy of his countrymen, he a.d, ^57^. 
pli^d them fo hard with liquor and promifes, 
that he made a confiderable progrefs in his un- 
dertaking. His intempetatic^ and unguarded 
expreflions defeated it, for the Hollanders dif* 
covered his practices, and fecured his perfon. 
Seton behaved moft undauntedly on this 
perilous occafion. He pretended that he was 
the ambaffador of a fovereign princefs, and that 
he was jiiftified in endeavouring to reclaim her 
fubjefts to her fcrvice. The Hollanders paid no 
regard to this plea, and even produced the 
rack to force him tftaconfeffion. Seton treated 
their menaces with the higheft contempt; but 
he probably would have undergone the torture, 
had not his countrymen intierpofed, and 
threatened to join the duke of Alva in a body 
unlefs Seion was releafed; but they prbmifed in 
that cafe to continue in their preient fervice. 
Seton upon this was fet at liberty, and entered 
into a tteaty with a French count, whofe name 
I have hot been able to recover, but who offered 
to carry over two tholifand men into Scotland, 
upon receiving an advance of three months pay. 
iSeton communicated this propofal, which moft 
probably came from an impoftor, to the bifliop 
of Rofs, who imparted it to the duke of Nor- 
folk; btit that nobleman excufed himfelf from 
advancing any money, becaufe his private cir- 
cumftances were then greatly involved with the 
carl of Arundel 

While 
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4.D.I57*. While thofe intrigues were goiog on in thjff 
III judged Low Countries, the courts of Spain and Rom^ 
Maty'f ° had iexcrted their utmoft powers in preparing 
inendf. thofc armaments againft the Turks, which 
gained the glorious battle of Lepanto ; fo that his 
holinefs informed the bilhop of Dijmblain and 
Cair, one of Mary's fecretaries, who were her 
agents at Rome, that fhe mud have patience 
before b& could do any thing effedhial in her 
cattfe. Notwithftanding thofe difcouragements, 
I perceive that both Mary and her friends re- 
ceived large remittances from abroiad, about 
this time. Lefley^s ill judged 25eal hurt Mary, 
perhaps, more than the mifmanagement of all her 
other agents. He had formed very dangerous 
connections with the ambaffadors of Prauce 
and Spain, and Rhidolphi the pope's- agent, alt 
which were betrayed to Elizabeth by the-queeit* 
dowager of France ; and if flie even was fincere' 
in the iiegociation flie had entered into with' 
Mary, ' (he altered her fentiments at this time- 
It appears from the narrative of his own nego* 
ciatioBS, that even after Mary had iigned the 
treaty with Eliaabeth for her deliverance, the 
bifhop fent copies of it to all her agents abroad^ 
whom he inftrufted to do all they^ could to de- 
feat its execution,' by enabling Mary to obtain 
better terms. Their reprefentations were fo 
fuccefsful, that notwithftanding the expenfive 
armaments of . the pope and the king of Spain, 
the former remitted to Mary's hands twelve 

thoufand 
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thbiifand crowns, and the latter ten thoufand« a. 0.1579* 
It was no wonder if fo indefenfible, and, inde^d^ ' 

treacherous a conduct, after it was difcoveredto 
Elizabeth, gave that princefis very unfavourable 
ideas of ■ Mary's fincerity, notwithftanding the 
deep proteftations of f riendihip flie had made ia 
the treaty fhe had jufl figned. Elizabeth con-» 
tinucd her diffimulation, and upon the retura 
of her coninuffioners from Chatfwortli, where 
they : had remained about twenty days, fhc 
feemed to be perfeAly fatisfied with the. treaty 
flie had made; and {he talked to the ambafladors 
t)f France and. Spain, as if all the differences 
between her and Mary had been adjufted, at 
the very time ihe was contriving how to elude 
all that had been tranfaded. 

; 3hebegan to ftartfome difficulties, by pretend* ^^^f^ 
ing that it was neceilary the earl of Lenox and tht suffcx to 
nobility of Scotland fhould be parties in all that uiiqx. 
was agreed upon by Mary, with regard to the 
government of that kingdom after her reftora^ 
tion. ^A Jetter was accordingly fent to the 
e^arl of Suffex, ordering him to acquaint the re<> 
gent, ^^ that the lords of the other xfaftion had 
made choice of certain commiffioners to attend 
the treaty begun betwixt their queen and the 
queen of England; defiring that no trouble nor 
moleftation fhould be n^ade to them and their 
train in that journey ; as alfo to fend fome fpecial 
perfons intruded with commiffion from the 
king and the nobility of his fide, to give their 
Vol.. VII. ' Ss bcft 
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^P* 1579. beft advice for the furety of the ki»g and his 
dependents^ if matters ihould happen toi/ be 
accorded. And if it fell out- »otiierwife^ to 
confider what fliould be the mok fupo ^^cmtft 
for conttntiancc' * of zniity <be<fwixt 1 the -tWd 
realms, the pr^fervation of* the Yoaog'lsm^f 
the reduditg 6f the fubje6ks to his obedtenci:^ 
and the defence of the iile agaihft ficvfei^/m^ 
vaiions. Thefe commiffioners )te: defiredrtb be 
fent with e:fcpedition ; for tkot her x&ajtfty 
longed to have an end of the bofineb^ .asul 
could not grow to any refoludon tili' ftosihiMi 
conferred with them^ amd'trnderfbDod tihtfir 

ininds." • • ' :' ■• •- " ."■'• 

- Along with this letter €h^ eati of ^Saffex 

threw out fome heads of- advice whidi!|iiifdi 

. : ' ; been dictalied to him by Elizabeth, and w^erc 

>, : fJaittly calculated for embamffing, if.BOt'de'^ 

- featii^g, the whole treaty, viz, <* As, firft^ if 

^ &e flkbuld happen to be reftored to her. croiwtt^ 

• and the king be made to demit the authority, 

9t might bd upbn condition, that in cafe of , her 

death, of die breach of the prefent agreement^ 

lie might re-^nter to the kingdom without 

lany foletonities^ to be ufed > Next, That m 

council of 'both parties might be profvided to 

her by the queen of England, for avoiding aU 

forts of pradices. Thirdly^ That the young 

iking fhould be educated in the realm of Eng- 

•Jamd, under the cuftody of i fuch perfons as 

the nobility of hid |)arty ihoold appoint ; which 

would 
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would be the greateft ftirety for thofe that de* ^ ^' »»^' 
pended on him^ and tye his mother to the per-< 
fbrmance of the articles. Fourthly, That a; 
Bew zck of parliament fhould be made for the 
cfiahliihing of true religion, and oblivion of 
all injuries committed on either fide. Fifthly, 
That the qtieen fiioiild give fome principal men 
of her fide hofiiages to remain in England for 
fulfilling the heads of the agreement. Laflly^ 
He advifed the regent to fend with the com^ 
miffioners that flianld be employed in that er-. 
rand^ a writing figned and fealed by all the 
nobktnen of the king's party, to fliew whci 
they were thit flood . on that fide : becanfc^ 
befide^ the credit it would bring to the caufe^ 
the fame would be to good purpofe, howfo-i 
over matters went. For if tlie treaty ihould 
break off, it would be feen who would main« 
tatn and defend the king; or if otherwife aa 
accord were made, it would be known for 
what perfons the queen of England was to^ 
provide a furety." 

The anfwer of Lenox to» thia letter wa» c»;pti<»t 

anfwer or 

couched in cautious terms. He lamented the lcw>»- 
caufes why the nobilii;y adhering to the king 
were fo few; but he ftill hoped to get a fuf-' 
ficiency of fubfcriptions for the commiffionf 
defired. He begged to be held €:tcufed from 
giving his private opinion in matters fo im- 
portant, becaufe he had fworn, when he ae- 
i:epted the re^acy, to confuk with the nobi- 

S f z lity 
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A. p. 1570. Uty and council upoiWftich affairs. With re- 
gard to the commifiioners, he promifed that 
as foon as he knew of what quality the com- 
miffioners of the lords of Mary's party were 
to be, he would nominate the Idng's commif- 
fioners accordingly ; and that no mcdefiation 
Ihould be given to the fonner in their jour- 
ney; but that in the mean time the council 
had appointed Pitcairn, abbot of Dumfermling^: 
to repair to Elizabeth with their inftrudions. 
This abbot was a great favourite with Mor- 
ton, who prevailed with Lenox to deprive 
Maitland of the fecretaryfhip, and to proclaim 
him a traitor for being concerned in Damley's 
murder, and to forfeit his efiate. Maitland^ 
blamed Mortpn for this hard ufage, which was* 
the more extraordinary, as he had been but a- 
few months before moft folemnly cleared by 
Morton himfelf, and the lords of parliament,! 
from having any concern in that murder, and 
as he held the fecretarylhip . by their authority* 

Inquiry, He fccms, howcvcr, to have been confcious 
of fome part, at leaft, of the charge; for in a 
letter he wrote to a friend upon the fubje6h,^ 
we find the following equivocal period i ** Hck 
(Morton) was the chief procurer and folicitor 
of my pretended forfeiture, for a crime 
whereof, he knows in his confcience^ I was a$> 
innocent as himfelf." When this letter was 
fhewn to Morton, he pretended, in anfwer, 
that M^itl^i^d h^d coitfe&d his ^uUt to hM^^ 



p. »$6. 
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By a ietter from tii^^bifiiop of Rofe, Xve ua* A*i^ «s7qn 
derft and ths^t Elizabeth; had abfolutely refufed ^*^'^J'"* 
to fufi^r Maitjand to repair to London as one 
of Mary-s commijOBotters ; but th^ gopd ;bi-^ 
ihop defires him to continue his.fervices tohe^- 
in Scotland during the time of the treaty^ 
« Aflure yourfelf ((ays he) no diligence ihajl DapUdty of 

the biil|op 

be omitted to procure fupports forth of all ofRoft. 
parts where it may be had. : We will not re? 
fufe thje aid neither of. papifi, Jew^ nor Gentile,, 
after my advice ; and to- this end, during this 
treaty, let all things be, well prepared/' The 
bifhop neixt informs Msiitland of the good dif* 
pofition of th^ court of Spain, and that mo-, 
ney was ready in Flanders to be remitted for 
Mary Vfer vice, efpeci Jly for fortifying the caf- 
tie of Edinburgh. , . . 

The inftrudtions given to Pitc^irn, after pay-. ^J^J^j^li, 
ing great compliments to Elizabeth, contained^ 
remonfirances againft all that had been 'done 
or propofed at Chatfworth ; and put her in 
mind that Mary would regard the terms no. 
more than fhe did thereiignation ihe made^of 
her crown at Lochleven. They contained 
likewife a reprefentation (to the particulars of 
which the reader can be no ftranger) of the va- 
rious dangers to which England as well as 
Scotland mpft be expofed, if Mary fhould ob- 
tain her liberty. Elizabeth (after acquainting ^^' ^ 
Pitcairn that none ' of: the articles concerning 
the fiate of Scotland had been figned) promifedf. 

as 

i 
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0k^ D. 1570. a& ufual, tbat if it appeared to her the king's 
lords had done to her nothing but what they 
could juftify^y fiie would efpoufe their quarrel 
** Otherwife (continued Q%e)^ if they vrtve not 
able to juftify their caufe by fuch evident rca-^ 
fonsr as n^ight Satisfy her majefty in confcience^ 
a»d make her anfwer the. world in honor, fiie 
would neverthclefs, for that natural lore Ihe 
bare to the ' king her near kinfman, and the 
good win fhe carried to the noblenaea that 
ilood lor his authority, leave Ao means vaipro^ 
vided for their ihfeties.'* In the mean while, 
a» the armiftice was aknofi expired, flie de* 
fired, or rather commanded, that it fliould b« 
prolonged to the following March. 

ii^». The comnciiffioners named by Mary were Hhe. 

lord Levingfton, the bifhop of Rofs, and Alex-* 
aiider Gordon bifliop of Galloway, comdionly 
called archbiihop of Athens, This prelate wa9 
of the Huntley family, and had been named 
to the archbifliopric of Gla%ow; and being* 
di&ppoiftted of that, he had been made arch- 
biihop of Athens by the pope, and was after- 
wards made archbiihop of Galloway, suad ab* 
bot of Inchafray, but wag one of the firft 
prelates in Scotland who had embraced th^ 
reformed religion. Mary was juft recovered, 
through the ftrength of her eonilitution, from 
a dangerous illnefs, when her commiffioners; 
arrived at Sheffield, which v^s then the placa 
of 4ier CQAfiaement, on the twenty-third x>£ 

Degember, 



if- 
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Djecember, Lcfley undertook the management /LD,isjtk 
of the negociation ; and^ in his pragmatical 
manner, he pofted.on from Sheffiqld,.before they- 
fet out, to prepare Elizabeth to receive them. 
They arrived at Hampton-court on the four- tsju 
teenth of January ; but Elizabeth ieemed to be 
ibmewhat piqued at their not beiug per^^ms^ pf 
greater coniequence* Lefley coooplained bitterly 
of the infringeia^nt& of the^ s^1^piiiHce in Scot* 
land, by the reg^fit and his pai^y^ jmd infifte4 
upon proceeding in, the treaty, junmediat^y, 
without waitjiig for' the arrival of: the otiier 
commiffioners. By this he meant ttat ElisabetJbk \^&!Jlt 
ihould put the laft Jiiaad to the pforibnal lureaQr 
between her aiKl Mary, whiichihe<iierretf fadd 

was almoft as good aa^^oncluded ;iO' that, at )tlle 
arrival of the king's commi^iieri, nothnig 
but the articles relating to the f^je^ Of ScotV 
land fliouid return unad||ufie'd«\,£li%sabeth[,^ 
fefted'to treat the.bi&op and:]^;£ellow<:<;)ffi^ 
miffioners with the :greateft caft^puran^^M* 
gard. She promifed that file wppl4 f^ ^l\itt* 
fradtions of the armiftice duly TMdHffsdi aii4 
ihe even fent a letter to inform the repeat that if 
bt deky ed loBgef t<) fend up hiS;C9ramiiiioness^ 
ike was refolved ta iuHk the tiveaty without 

diem."-- :...-.. :::■',).' ■ ■ \r 

Lenox had fumuionied the nobility to meet Dmnaiont 

,. .^•-.. ^. ' ^ ,* of Scotland* 

kivst m the pe^n^pg of January, to make 
choiCQof commdffioners, and to.4raw up iheir 
inibrudions. KirkaUy 4>ad ^ow declared openly 

for 
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A^a 1571. for the queen and her party, and hid even gone 
fo far as to refcue by force but of the prifoh of 
Edinburgh one of his fervants, who hadbeeii 
imprifoned for murder. The nieeting of the 
;' " nobility however was held, though KirkaJdy 
played upon the town- with the artillery of 
the caftlc j and the earl of Morton, Macgill the 
civilian, arid the abbot of Dumfermling, were 
chofen to be the king's connniffioners for the 
treaty at London. Before the rifing of the 
meeting Kirkaldy was fummoned to give an ac- 
tount of his conduft ; and upon his rcfufing to 
Appear, he was declared 'a' traitor. He had at 
that time with him the e^d'of Htime, Maitland^ 
and Sir James Bklfour, all of ^ them highly ex- 
Sifpeirated againft the regent and the king's 
party ; and inftead of regardiiig their authority, 
fac took pofleffioii of the town of Edinburgh, 
and railed batteries of cannon along the ftreets. 
The parliament being prorogued to May, neither 
party regarded the armiftice ; fo that Scotland 
remained fiill a mofl deplorable fcene of anarchy 
and confufion; 
The con- The regcut's commiflioners arrived at Lon- 

^^^l don towards the end of February ; and the 
commiffioners appointed by Elizabeth to treat 
with the commiffioners from Scotland of both 
parties, were the earls of Leicefter and Suflex, 
the lord keeper Bacon, the lord chambedain 
Cecil, whom we are now to call lord Burleigh, 
Sir Walter Mildmay, and Sir Francis KnoUes. 

At 



t / 
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At iki firff meeting. Which was onr Marchr the ^^^^^srU 
firft) But^eigh U^fontied the kiiig'sl cotnini& 
fionerS) in ^ pretty btont manrier,. ** thatJ as 
Ihcy weredefiFed-tb come into £bg;l!and on ac- 
count of th« tr^ty betwiscsf . the tw<K quieensi 
her majefty did nW e3:j)e£t tQ rittive £rom 
them fuch riafOAs fof th^r coDdu^b ^ wduld 
not only fetisfy iicr^ but the -"^orld. . TheiG^ 
however, if they could not produce, her majefty 
would not fail' to compofe.aff'cfiflfererid6s; and 
provide for their fafcty/' iThis fpecch was- 
intended to iiitroduce the dilcuflldii of the pet- 
fonal jLreaty betweenthetwo queensvibma points 
of which remained ftilf to be adjufted; pirtSeu^' 
larly with regard. to : the. fecurity whict £liza•^ 
betb Was to hwc^i^^ the perfoim^ce of the ar-* 
tides, and iPor . t^ future ihdemnificajpion of 
the regent's: party, as well a^s for the fonn oB 
gfdverhmeht which Kfajry w^s tq .pbferve aft'eiJ' 
Ihc was reftored; The* Engliib coxttmiffioners 
renewed theip. jdejt^a^^d of Hayjpg' tlie dtike of 
Ghai^eheraut and- thedther lords tif Mary's^ 
piift^j^ delivered up'' as* ^bftageS' ; atid that tHe 
cafiles'of DuitibaFtTon aild Huiiiie ihotild be put 
ihtci Eli?kbetli's hiptfs. When MatV's conihlif. "^ 

Apfkess were UfKMi'the'pointof y&ddiiig^to thole 
d<tmatt<k, dittfii-ttf -Klii-aBfetli iitiifif the pridd^ 
pal mine ^hich they knew would blow up the 
whblfc' negbciatiibri j for they a:cqtiainted Morton 
and his aflbciates,. that by one of the articles: of 
the treaty bet^;eEta: the two qucchsi it wais 
Vol. VII. Tt agreed 
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A. D, i57«. agreed that the young king of Scotland ih'ould . 
be put into Elizabeth's hands,, both as hoftage 
and pupil. ^ It was added, that their confeDlt 
was abfolutely necefiary for. executing that 
article, as the regent and bis party were in pof- 
feifian of the young king's pexfoj^. 
Their pro. A papcf, which the reader will find ii> the 
•"^' notes ^, was likcswife put into Mortoa's hapd^ 

• *• Firft, That in regard' her fon bad been crowned king, by 
virtue of her deitaiflibny ^Uid bis coroi^atlon ratified by* the three 
dlatffs of pstf]iim$BU and tbat'fiace.th^ tinye a great number 
of the fubie^is had prpfelTed obedience to him and his regents,' 
which was to be* intfei-pttted ih tlie beft' pirt, as-dbfleout of 
duty, atid not cmt of anyiU mind tow^cdtf. their queda r th^ obe- 
dience ib yielded tp. the king and bis .regents^^ fl^ould be allowed. 
from the thne of the demiiliou of the crown, made by her, linto 
the refumption of the fame x aitd ail hianae^ of a6U xione (mlpr- 
that time in the adminiibatiou of )uilice,^ajad/.for government^ 
of his ftate; flioiild te reputed good aiid' lawful, or at leaft' jrer 
viewed and confirmed in the next parliamenl^, aftek*' eon^SdoFa*- 
tion taken of the fame by twelve lords, « whereof fix ihouki'bfrt 
named by the qyeen and her commifEone)*s, .and the other fix by 
the commiflSonet-S'f of the king's part; *- v . w, 

'* Second, Thsct allilatiites aiul pirdin^iip^ iQade; CQjjifif^nfgLg'. 
matters of reli|;ion, and the miniflers, tliereof^ fincethe fame 
time, (hould be obf«^edt>y all Hit fub|e6fs of Scotland, dhd ho 
ptirdon nor dilpefiiatioit gm^tedrin^time'jCQining.to'stiyjpeiiiiu' 
not obfervmg the fame, without conlent of the faid (^^ive 
lords. ^ ' '■ '■ ' ' 'i'-' ' ' ;"*••: 

.'•"Third^ Tbatr alt ITOcefles', fentewj^j. and judgments, giv^n - 
either iu caiife^ciyil or crimiikil, fiace the iaid time, wherein 
the order of the laws of the' realm had b^eh obferved, ihouls re* 
nuin In force^ and xsmt^r fuch jQaitences >s. bod beenpronoudcttf/ - 
cither in the name sif. .the .king Qf: fV*^^« againft any p^rfiao^ , 
for not obeying er acknowledging 'eitlier of "tbcir titles,' be re* 
fcinded] the feiiieiic^^/aiwayi pronotrkuxd a^nft 'the ici^i Jof 
Bothwell, or any others,. /or the mui'der of the qiieen> huAax^d^ , 
Handing good and valid. " -*,... 

*^ Fourth, That, all ecdefiadical benefices .and tetnporai of- • 
ficcs, which have ufually continued In. the per(on of any, du- 

ritt^ 
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containing the heads of the padffcation agreed A.D.1571. 
on by the Englifhminiftry. Thearifwer of the 

ring the terra of life, ihould remwn with the fame perfons that 
held them iat th^ time of the queen's 4eii>iflio|i 5 fuch excepted 
as may be proved to have confented to tjie mjirdcr of her huf- 
band, or that have left them upon recompcnce, and with their 
own confenrs : in wijich cafes tbepre&nt'^pbfieffors fhould enjoy 
the fame, uplefs they were uncapable, and declared bjr the 
twelve lords to he fuch, 

'^ Fifth, That all ftrengths, caftles, andtowfes, appertaining 
to the crown, Should be reftpred to the poircffipn of thofe who, 
held thehi at the time of the queen's deraiflion, except they had 
parted therewith upon agreeti&ent $ in which cafe the qiwcn, with 
confent of the faid twelve lords, or the moft part of tlic coynp;!,, 
fhould difpofe thereof. 

. «^ Sixth, That the jewels, plate, moveables, and implements - 
of houfes, belonging to the queen at the time of her demiflion, 
fhould be reftored, provided the moneys which any had laid out ; 
for the fame, were repaid; and forfuch^s had been put away. . 
by the dire6iion of the regents or council, that recompcnce 
ihQiUd be made, by the. queen, tp the party according to the juft 
value. 

" Seventh, That a law (hould be cftablilhed in parliament, for 
oblivion and remiflPjon of all things done fince that time, after the 
fame manner that was done in the year 1563. Providing, not the 
lefs, that the comptroller, treafui*er, and other receivers of tjhe - 
crown revenues, fhould give an account to the queen of all fums of 
money, or other profits which. had not been expended, bona fide, 
for the 4|F^rs of the realmf^orby ord^r and warrant from the re- 
gent, and others trufted witfi thofe affairs 5 neither (hould the re- 
n^iflion be extended to any that had taken by force any houfes, 
cafUes, lands, or hpritages, belonging to others, but reftitution : 
fhould be made thereof to thp party difpoflcfled, or to his heirs, 
till the fame, by order of law, be juftly determined. In like 
maimer, concerning goods moveable, taken away from the owners 
a^ii|ft their wills, and being yet in their own nature extant, 
that reflitution fhould be made thereof And becaufe many 
doubts might arife upon this article, the fame fhould be deter- 
mined by the forefaid twelve lords or othew, as was devifed for 
the execution of the aft made anno 1563. 

** Eighth, That, for the more quiet government of the realm, 
there (hould be appointed a privy council, which fhould confifi of 
twelve lords fpiritiial and temporal, befides th? other ordinary 

T t a oiiicers 
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A. p. 1571. earl of Morton to t^oi^ d^^jn^njis wjls toithe. 

^ * • ■ _ • • 

follow!]^ purpofe : << We l>avp fipeiot and con- 
fidered the note of the heads which is thought 
of t^ your lord^psy (or p^ci^q^tioi^ betwi:^t 
the queen, mother to the king our fovcreign, 
and kh fpbjcdts^ fpr th^ contrpvlerfy of the title 
of the crown of Scotland betwixt his highnefs 
and the faid queen his mother; |f ft be fOHp4 
probaUe, that her demiffion of the crown may 
l?e, and is lawfully tp be, revoked by ter. 

^ And therewithall we have diligently perufed 
our commiflion and inftrudipns, tp know how 
far we might enter into treaty upon the fame 

officers that do uruall3r attend. And that the faid council (hould 
be eftabliihed with the like proviiions that were made at the re-* 
turn of the queen out of France, anno 1561 5 fo many as were 
then counfellors, and yet alive, being counted of that number : 
and that the carl of Lenox, becaufe he was moll bound by na- 
ture to take care of the king, (hould be one of the council, and 
have place therein according to this degree. 

** Ninth, That for the greater fafcty of the king's perfon, he 
(hould be brought into the realm of England, and there governed 
by fuch noblemen of Scotland as depend of him ; fo as he may be 
ever ready to be reftored to the crown, if the queen, his mother, 
break the covenants agreed betwixt her and the queen of Eng- 
land. 

<* Tenth, That for his entertainment he fhould not only haye 
the revenues which thi princes of Scotland in former times pof- 
feffed, but alfo the rents and oftices belonging ibme time to th*^ 
carl of Bothwell. 

" Eleventh, and laft, That a convenient number of hoftagcs, ' 
being all noblemen, and of thofe who have adhered to the queen, 
and folicited her delivery, (hould enter into England, to remain 
there for aflurance of obferving the conditions made both to the 
king of Scots and the fubjefts under his obedience, and to the 
queen of England for the peace and quiet of her dominions ; and 
that the faid hoftages ihould be entered into England before the 
qteen of Scots fbali be put at liberty.'' Spotfwopd, p. 249, «5p. 

heads. 
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heads, for fatisfadioiji of the queen's majefly A.D.f$fi4< 
and yopr lordfliips, tp whom the hearing of 
the caufe is appointed. But after confideration 
of the fanje, we find ourfelves no ways able or 
fufBciently authorized tp enter into a^y treaty 
or conference tpucbing the king o^r fovereign's 
cro\yn, the aj^dication pr the diqiinution of his . 
foyprejgnty, qr ^hp renoioving pf his perfon:. 
for as w.e profefs ourfelves hi? {lighnefs's fub- 
jefts, leaving no power or f:oqifniii4pi^ bijt of 
his m^jelly to t|-eat for him, in his nao^e an4 
behalf, in masters tending to the main tenapce 
of the true r^ligion^ and for th^ increafe and 
continuance of the amity and common quiet 
of bpth the realms ; fo can we not prefume to 
abufe the fame pur commiflion, in ^ny cafe 
that niay prejudge him ; which we truft your 
honours will well confider of, and allow of the 
fame accordingly.'^ 

Elizabeth pretended to be highly d^foUiged 
for their prefuming to obftrucl the progrefe of 
the treaty, and again called upon them to 
juftify their conduft againft their miftrefs, 
Morton, upon this, gave in a long paper juf- 
tifying the depofition of Mary from civil, 
canon, a,nd municipal laws, ftrengthened by 
e;s:amples drawn from Scotch hillorians, and the 
opinions of divines. It is here extremely re- 
markable, that no notice is taken either by Eli- 
zabeth or Morton of the filver-box pij.ers, ' 
though they were formerly held as cue cbi^ 

if 
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A.i>-i57i» if not the foTe, <ivldences of Mary's guilt; and 
though Elizabeth had declared, that if they 
could be proved to have been written by Mary, 
flie never would fufFer her to be reftored to her 
crown^ Morton was fo fenfible that Elizabeth 
knew them to be forged, that he did not even 
venture to mention them, and farlefs to pro-» 
duce them ; though, had they been genuine, the 
fight of theni would have fufficiently anfwered 
her demand. Elizabeth at their next audienop 

I 

informed them, that flie was by no means fatis* 
fied with their reafons, and that fhe highly rc- 
fented the' bitter fpeeches and indecent libera 
ties which they ufed in deprefEng the authority 
of princes ; flie therefore defired that they 
would go to the fecond head, and devife what 
they judged moft expedient for their king's and 
their own fafety. Their anfwer was, that they 
had no orders to treat concerning the diminu- 
tion of their king's authority, and that they 
would have rejected any fuch commiffion,had it 
been offered them. At the fame time they 
begged that they might be permitted to returq 
to their own country. Elizabeth referred them 
to her council, who demanded their anfwer as 
to the heads of the pacification ; but their an«» 
fwer was, as before, a total negative to any thing 
that might injure or diminifii their king's an* 
thority. 
Thenegor During this tranfaftion between Elizabeth 
t^Xt^ and the regent's commiflioners, conferences 

wew 
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lurere going on between thofe of Mary, and a.d.i57»» 
the Englifh miniftry. TBhe lord keeper Bacon, 
perceiving that the fprn^er more than fufpefted 
Elizabeth's and Burleigh's intention to be only • • 
to gain time, and therefore refufed to agree to 
the propofition of putting the forts into the ' . ..; 
hands of the £ngU(b^ told them very plainly 
that all the forts and, nobility of Scotland 
were not an adequate .fecurity for the /quiet of 
England : ^< And (added he) would the queen of 
England take advice, and good advice too, fhe 
never would fuflfer the queen of Scotland to 4c-. 
part out of her hands." This audienqe, ip fad, 
£niihed this pronuiing. treaty j biU ^zabeth 
endeavoured to varniih over the inconiifiencies 
and duplicity of her condud. She ob£eryed» 
thpush fhe detefted the ceneral. doctrine of de-. 
poling fovereigns^ y^t that when it was applied 
to the particular conlUtution of Scotland, ihe 
could not blame the young kmg's commiffion* 
ers for ngt agreeing to any definitive articles 
without takipg th^ fenfe of their parliament, 
which was to meet in the May following; and 
therefore flxe gave Morton leave.: to iretjirn to 
Scotland for new, powers, with a promife to 
Mary^^nd her commiiSon^rs thatiflie w.ouldre- 
nety the (treaty nejctMay. In th^inean while 
fhe wro(e a mofl; : i^^ndalous letter to; the earl Dated 
of §feir€wfbury,infofQiing.him, thatas/heknew *" *^ 
Mary and her friei^s would look uppn this d^- 
lay in the very wgiH light, and cpsiiequ^ntly 
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Ali>.i57i. rcite* tfecir pra^flacfe '- igiJnflf het 9ztd ini 

for her eicape, that therefore he lff6uM take 

fpeciai good heed to hfe change, 

to the great As EUzabcth had forefceit, Mary ntt ^nfer 

•f Mary heard that the treaty was protraAdd, tbatk'ihe 

MM bep 

broke out into the moft bitter InTcftivw afgaiirft 
Elizabeth and her lAiniifters. Lcfldyj at the 
fame time, treated all Elizabcth''s ptdt^xts for 
the delay as at mere farce; He pnt hefr cdiWi- 
tdlors in tnihd that Morton could Briiig ttd 
Bcw powers but fromf thofe wha were 'Mary's 
dedared enemies, and equally guiity witfif 
himfelf ; that both Elizabeth and ttatidbfphv 
her mimfter in Scotland^ had' rej^aftedly A-- 
cl^nr^d that Lenox had no will but htrs' ; and 
^^he tforfr do nothing btit as fiie fhbuld di-* 
te^ r thafti nothing had arifen' in the cotrrfe <if 
tie treaty but what EKzlbeth might cafily have- 
forefeen ;- tod that it was' plain, from the 
-whole edflipleidon of the negotiation, ft ^itrasr 
agameof f^te, contrived to keep his mfilitrefe 
in perpetual dwrance. Na anfwcr, at leaflr 
hone thiat* \M3 foHd, could be givert' t6 *hbfe 
complaiilts ; but Elizabeth endeav6uifed'- • to^ 
foften Lefl^y'by prOmififiig to renew tIi^iSc^<>- 
tiatioiH and to briiig k t^ Sin abfolu^te d6ricl^ 
fbn the f<>fio:«<^g Mayy aad^ownifig^ '&e 
perceived frc^ Mortoil^s comiiivffioii that he 
requifted' ne^v powers. Thi^ Englifli miniiflferd 
made ufe of the fame language ; but Leflfcy, 
who'wsi&'re^iifpirited by the fre& fupp1i<^ of- 

money 



/ 



OF SCOTLAND. $19 

anoney, and prpmifes of afliftance, whic^ A*Pvi57<« 
JMEary and J^er party had received fronji 
abroad^ told theina plainly, that he had bee^ 
i^hu(ejd by th^ hopes they had given him of 
fthe negotiation ; that he had abufed his mi£- 
trefs and his country in affuring them x)f its 
Jiiccefs ; that he &ould betray them if he ww 
io adyife their negotiating any longer ; an^ 
therefore warned them to provide for their 
Safety, and that of their country, unle& their 
miftrefs was prevailed upon immediately .to 
iput the laft hand to the treaty. To this it 
5V3S aqfwer^d, " that Elizabeth herfelf Was the 
.bcft judge of that meafure.'' And thus the 
^conferences betwi:i^t them and Leiley, at ti^ 
time, broke off. 

The French a^d Spanifh embafladors being ^0 f»ti b 
informed of what had paffed, were of opi- Morton 
nion that Morton ought either to be detained pafV 
at London, or brought over to Mary's intereft. 
A conference was accordipgly proj^fed b^** 
tween him and her commiifioners^ Morton 
objeded to Lefley*fii being preC?ftt at the inter- 
view ; but agreed to confer widi Maijy';^ other 
•two. commiffioners, ytrfao found him (o deter- 
mined an enemy to her cauie, that the meet- 
ing broke up vrithout any effect, and Elizabeth 
.licenfed Morton and his affociatcs to return tp 
jScotland, As to Mary, flie complaiped ti^at 
iber enemies in Scotland were-fupportqd hy 
JEnglan^ in tjbeir h9ftiiliti^s again£k her friends, 
rVojL.Vn. " U^ while 
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A.D.ts7i. while her allies abroad, in confideration of the 
armiftice, delayed fending any troops to her 
affiftance ; and therefore fhe was refolved not 
to prolong the truce, but to leive her 
friends at liberty to defend themfelves, and 
annoy her enemies. In the mean time, flie or- 
dered the lord Levingfton and the bifliop of 
Galloway to repair to her. Eli^iabeth gave 
th^m fafe-condu6ls, and ordered Lefley to 
leave London at the fame time ; but he infifted 
upon the privileges of an embaffador, and the 
commands of his miftrefs to remain where he 
was. Elizabeth repeated her orders, but re- 
ceived the fame anfwer ; fo that flie was driven 
to the alternative of either fuffering the bi- 
fliop to continue his dangerous praftices at 
London, or to deny him the privileges of an 
embaffador. 
tiyii war Mary had great reafon for complaining of 
ScoUand. the armiftice in Scotland. Lord Semple had 
poffeffed himfelf of the abbey of Paifley, which 
was the private property of lord Claud Ha- 
milton, who accordingly difpoffeffed him of the 
houfe, and filled it with his own follov^^^ers. 
Though this was a family quarrel, the regent 
confidered it in another light; j^nd raifingfoipe 
forces he befieged the place, which was fuf- 
tendered to him at difcretion; and the gar- 
pfon bping carried to Edinburgh, all of 
^hem were hanged at the crofs, though lord 
Claud had, at that very time, a confiderabte 
' • - • liumbpF. 



O F S G O T L A N D, 23* 

number of the regent's friends his prifoners, A.P*»57>t 
This fuccefs of the regent was fupported by 
the zeal of the clergy. Knox was flill alive j 
and he and his party declaimed with greater 
fury than evei^ againft , Mary and her friends. 
Their expreflions of rancour, which they 
threw out of their pulpits pn that fubjeft, 
were unbecoming not only chriftians, but 
men, and are therefore fhockihg to humanity^ 

The day after the armiftice was expired, the Drntbarton 
regent executed a icheme which he had formed *>y «*>« »* 
for furprizing the caftle of Dumbarton. That 
fortrefs was commodioully litu^tdd for Mary's 

• • • 

party in the weft, and ha4 been of Vaft. fer- 
vice to her aflfairs. It was comipan4ed by lord 
Fleming, who prefuming on the natural 
ftrength of the place, was far froni being 
ftridl as to the difcipline of his garrifofl. The 
caftle itfelf was £tuated on a rock, high, and 
almoft inacceilible, and in an angle formed by 
the confluence of the rivers Clyde and Leven, 
from whence thert opens a plain, which ex- 
tends about a mile to the foot of adjoining 
mountains. In fliort, its natural iirength was 
fuch, that it was at this time deemed impreg- 
nable. The regent communicated his fcheme 
to one captain Crawford of Jordan-hill, who 
aflbciated with hin^felf two other captains^ 
Hume and llamfay, who Were likewife brave 
experienced officers. They foon found out 
one Robertfon, who had been a foldier of 

tt u 2 the 
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jj, D. i57f. the garrifon, was acquainted with every ftiot 
of the rock where the caftle was acceffible^ 
and who, from fotne perfonai difguft he had 
received, appeared as willing to lead the at-J 
fempt, as they were to engage him*; for he 
pat his daughter and fon-ih«hiw in the regent's 
hands as pledges for his fidelity, Whitb Wai^ 
farther fecured by a confiderable fum advanced, 
dt promifed him. Scaling-ladders being abfo- 
lutely neceffary, they were provided; but zsr 
the march of the . troops neceffary for the en- 
terprize, might come to the knowledge of the 
garrifon, a party of light hdrfe, under one 
Cunningham, was fent the day before to cut 
cfir all communication between the caftle and 
the adjacent country. Crawford marched Nvith 
his men from Gbfgow ; and by midnight he 
Was joined by the other two officers, with a 
hundred more. Being arrived at the boltom 
of the rock, he, for the firft time, opened to* 
hik party the noble lervice in which they were 
to be engaged ; fhewed them Robertfohy wha 
was to lead them on ; and acquainted theniy 
that if the hearts of any among them failed^ 
they were then at liberty to depart. This was 
fd far from being the cafe, that each contended 
for a Ihare of the honour. About an hour be- 
fore day-break, the moon, which before was 
bright, being then clouded, they applied their' 
ladders to that part of the rdck which was 
higheft, and therefore the wdift guarded. At 

firfl 
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firft the ladders flipped, iand thofe who were h.r>^%9fH 
hionnting them tumbled down; but thiscircum-^ 
ftance, difcouraging as it was, encreafed their 
refolulion^ and zt tht fame time their caution. 
They refitted their ladders with greater firm-* 
hefs ; fo that ) Robertfon and Crawford gained 
the middle of the rock, • where they found aa 
aflir (hrub growing in a dat, which gave them 
the conreniency of fianding. By. fixing the 
ropes to this flirub, thofe behind them were 
enabled to mount the flat, and to draw their 
ladders after them. Thefe being planted anew^ 
they began again to mount ; but one of the 
foldiers, when mtd^high, was feized with an 
apoplectic fit, whicK rendered him inrntorea- 
ble. This might have difconcerted their ope^ 
rations, as they thought it would have been 
cruel to throw him down, had not Crawford, 
with admirable prefence of mind, ordered' 
the man to be tied to the rounds, and the lad« 
der to be turned; fo that the whole party 
mounted over his belly to the top of the rock 
on which the wall was built. It was with fome 
difficulty that they fattened their ladders anew, 
but nothing could withftand their refolution ; 
and Ramlay was the firft who gained the top 
of the wall, where he difpatched with one 
blow a centinel who had alarmed the garrifon* 
Thefe were thrown into fuch confternation, 
that they ran different ways, without afiembling 
ki a body, or making refiftance \ fo that the af^ 

failant9 
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A«D. 1571- failants Ihouting out *< a Darnley ! a Darnlcy !'* 
became mafters of the cannon and the maga^ 
zines. The governor was the only perfon in 
the gorrifon who made his efcape in a fmall boat,, 
which cai*ried him to Argylefliire. 

Tiie atch- BciLdes the common fpldiers, the atchbiihop 

^Snm'i ^* of St, Andrew's and Vetac the French ambaf^- 
fador were n^ade priibners. The latter wa^ 
fet at liberty next; day ; but the former, with: 
two other gentlemen of diftin<flion, were fent 
ApiQ 5. lender a guard to Stirling^ In the ^ft^rnoon of 
the morning that this exploit^ one of the moft 
hazardous and difficult of any that hiilory can 
produce, was performed, the regent arrived in 

coQjeoined perfon at Dumbarton. After reviewing the in- 
credible difficulties of the undertaking, he paid 
a.vifit to the governor's lady, whom he treated 
with the greateft politenefs and generofity j for 
he not only allowed her to carry off her plate 
and furnkmre, but he even fettled upon her 
part of her* husband's eftate, which had been 
forfeited in the beginning of Murray's regency. 
Three days after, the archbifhop was indi£led 
qf high treafon upon the following heads : firfiy 
•* That he knew, and was participant, or ac- 
complice, in the murdering of king Henry, the 
queen's hufband. Secondly, That he confpired 
againft the king's perfon at the murdering of 
the firft regent, intending to have furprized 
the caftle of Stirling, and to have been niafter 
thereof at his pleafure. Thirdly, That he knew, 

or 
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fbr was participant of, the murder of Jafties earl ^•P-^sr** 
of Murray, the late regent. Fourthly, That he 
lay in wait at the wood of Calendar, for the 
daughter of Matthew earl of Lenox, the prefent 
regent.'^ 

It is difficult to fay what <;ould be meant 
by this indiftment, fince the bifhop, in faft, 
was not fentenced upon it. Being called to the 
bar, he very properly infifted upon being pro* 
ceeded againft in the common methods of trial, 
and to be allowed a farther day. His requeil: 
not being complied with, he behaved with a 
calmnefs and dignity fuitable to his charafter. 
He folemnly denied the firft, fecond, and fourth 
articles of his charge ; but to the tliird, if we 
are to believe a contemporary authority, he 
candidly anfwered, " I not only knew thereof^ 
and would not flop it, but rather furthered the 
df ed thereof, which I heartily repent, and aft: 
my God mercy for the fame ^." One Robertfon, 
a prieft, was brought to convict hini'upon th^ 
firft article; but all his evidence amounted 
only to a confeffion which had- been inade 
to him by one of the archbilhop's fervants 
upon his death-bed. Upon the whole, none of 
the charges feem to have been proved, or at 
leaft the method of his trial was fo indefenfible* 

* No mention being made of fiich a confeffion by Buchahan 
pr Kno^^ the fad i$ juilly qaeflionable, becaule, had it been 
(nade, it would have gone far to have convi6led the aixhbifhop up* 
bn die indictment. 

th4t 
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^i>*i57<« that he was condemned iipon a fentence of 
forfeiture that had been pronounced againft him 
in one of the regent Murray's parliaments ; and 
£b eager were his enemies for his blood, that he 
was, that very night, without regard to de- 
cency or humanity, banged upon a growing 
tree. . 
Lives of the Great paius have been taken by Dr. Mackeor 
wfiten. zie, and other writers of a popiih caft, to vindi- 
His cha- cate the charader of this prelate from the 
charges hrpught againft him by Buchanan and 
his enemies, fome of which are ridiculous, and 
others ill founded, Among thefe are ijQCoati- 
Bency, while he w^s a young ipan ; but it ap- 
.pears that he was married before he took or- 
ders, and that the fon he left behind him was 
legitimate. It cannot be denied, that aotwithr 
ftanding his attachment to popery^ be was mor 
derate in his religious fentiments, though th^ 
catechifm which he publiflied gives us no high 
idea of his theological learning. I have, in the 
<:6ur£e of this hiftory, pointed out the blameable 
.parts of his conduct ; but in the main he appears 
to have been a prelate of great addrefs in bu- 
•finefs, and well fitted to be the leader of a party. 
His chief political demerit was his violent at- 
tachment to the family of Hamilton, the head 
of which was very unequal to the high ftation 
he £illed; fo that the archbifiiop was under 
great difadyantage in being obliged to aft a 
fubordinate part under him and his ddisft fon, 

who 
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ivhb died a lunatic. d?he faiiie family zeal ini- AiD»i5#^ 
pelled him to f6me very improper ft^|)S imme- 
diately before Mary loft the battle Of Langfldd* 
But, with all his failings, it mtift bd aeknoW- 
Jedged that he met with a hard fate chiefly 
through the averfion which the earl of Lehbx 
had to the Hamilton family, and an invincible 
prepofleflion he retained of his being acceflbrjr 
to his fon's death. To conclude : his death was 
an irreparable lofs to Mary and her friends, and 
may be confidered as giving the finifliing blow 
to the popifti intereft in Scotland, which had 
hitherto been fupported by the heads of the Re- 
formation. Though this may feem to many 
of my readers a paradox, yet nothing is more 
certain than that the proteftant noblemen^ 
finding their preachers were determined to have 
the church livings (many of which were in lay 
hands) brought to account, and vefted in them- 
felves, oppofed them vigoroufly, and chofe that 
the revenues fhould remain with the popifli in* 
Gumbents, rather than that they fhould part 
with what they had fo rapacioufly and illegally 
acquired ; but of this more hereafter. 
: The fcandalous manner in which the archbi- Mary^c party 

in poifeffioA 

flxop of St. Andre w*s had been executed, the ofEdin- 
lofs of Dumbarton, and, above all^ the treat- 
ment of Mary by Elizabeth, exafperated Mary's 
friends in Scotland to the laft degree ; and they 
no fooner underftood that Mary had ordered the 
armiftice not to be renewed, than they aflembled 
Vol. VII. X x their 
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A.P.X571. (heir whole force, with ap intentioa to maktf 
ievere reprifals. Kirkaldy ftill kept pofie^ion Qf 
the caille aad town of Edinburgh,^ and had do* 
^ri.y^d the citizens of all their warlike ma- 
^zines^ by carrying them to his gsirrifQi^ 
The duke of Chatleherairt> the eayls of Syjjllcy 
and Hume, the lords Herries, Boyd, aud other 
friends of Mary, repaired to that metropc^i^ 
whece they took upon themfelvcs the ex^rciff 
of the government. They req^uared that Majfy 
ihould be prayed for by name in the chwjchesr ; 
upon which Knox left the town, and the bifiiop 
of Galloway fuppKed his place as minifter of 
St. Giles's church. The regency of Lenox, waa 
declared to be illegal, and alt his adhierenti) 
were commanded to leave the town in fis 
hours. They compelle^d the clerks and keepers 
of the regifters to deliver up all the boofcsi and 
records relating to the parliament; and, in Qkoriif 
they omitted ijothing that could render tbfit 
meeting of the regent^s party ineffcctuaL Mo?-* 
ton,, who was the foul of the latter, witJl^Qiii^ 
being difconqerted by thofe threatening apr^ 
pearances, feized and fortified Leith ; and afcesr 
confulting lawyers, he found that the meeting 
of the parliament, which had been famiCDonedl 
to Edinburghi^ would be legal, if it was. held xq 
that pai t of tW Cannongate which is wiihdn; 
the ft-aachifeaof the town. 

The regent T6 providd a pTopcr guard to protcQ: thfl' ro* 
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Hume ahd Ramfay were fent from Dalkeith to ^.d.ist^. 
Leith, with money to hire foldiers. It ^- 
pears that the Cannoogate, as well as Leith^ Hnrus 
then in pdfieflion of the regent; for when tbe 
two captains marched by the eaft part of th^ 
town, thfey t^antonly fired fomc fliot through 
the gate. The citizens were in no dif^ofitioh 
to refent this infult, and the party niarching on 
xeturned with their recruits. They were en- 
countered by a detachment fronl tbe garrifiE>h 
of the caftle, headed by forae of Mary's lords ; 
but the latter behaved ignobly^ and, to the dif> 
credit of the caufe, were beat back into the 
town by the two captains. If tbe miferies of 
Scotland could admit of any addition ^ they re- 
ceived it on this occafion. Even childr^ 
(ranged themfelves under the banners of th6 
two parties ; and among grown perfons their 
inimofities were carried into tloodlhfed : fo that 
at laft the foldiers of the two faftions took 
poffeflion of the houfes of the moderate party 
on each fide, and lawlefs fury evei-y where pre-* 
Vailed. Mary's friends, though the nibft 
powerful, could not prevent the meeting of 
the regent's parliament in the Cannong^te, uR"* 
der all the thunder of the artillery difcharged 
from the caftle. It confifted of the earJs df 
Morton, Mar, Glencairn, Crawford, (now of 
the king's party) Buchan, and Motlteith ; th* 
lords Keith and Graham, as proktds for iheit 
fathers; the earls of Marihal andMoiitt^ofe; Khi 

X X 2 lords 
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A. Pf is7«* lords Lindfay,Ruthven, Glamis, Yefler, Methveii, 
Ochiltree and Cathcart, two bifhops, nine ab- 
bots and priors, with twenty comnaifiioners of 
burghs. Short as the time of their fitting wad, 
they forfeited Maitland, as guilty' of high 
treafon for being an advifcr of Damley's mtaf' 
der. His brother, who was prior of Colding- 
ham, underwent the like fentence ; as did the 
abbot of Kilwinning, the fon of the late arch- 
Ibiihop of St. Andrew's, and feveral other friends 
of Mary. This bufinefs being finiihed, the par- 
liament was prorogued to the thirtieth of Au- 
guft, to reaffemble at Stirling. 
Morton ob- It would tirp the reader's patience to enter into 
a'ichbiihop. a detail of the frefb miferies which thofe for- 
Andrew'?, fcitures Qccafioned in Scotland. The regent, 
^ho went from Edinburgh to Stirling, and 
who confiderpd himfelf in fome fenfe as a 
foreigner or an Englifhman, looked upon all 
the horrors of ciyil war with great indifference, 
and fometimes with pleafure, when they were 
difcharged againft his enemies the Hamiltons. 
Morton remained at Dalkeith ; but fo hated and 
unpopular, that he was obliged to hire a guard 
of Danifh foldiers to protecl his perfon. He 
Jiad his eye fixed upon the archbifhopric of St. 
Andrew's, which he had perfuaded the regent 
to beftow upon a gentleman of the name of 
Pouglas ; and by his advice he took upon himfelf 
the title of archbifliop, though the earl was to 
pgrofs tliG chief part of the revenues, which 
^ ' he 
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he was a&ually in pofleflio.n of. This raifed an a. p. 1571. 
outcry againft him among the clergy of all 
perfuafions ; but he fet them at defiance ; and 
in order to fecure his new acquifition, he hs^d 
fome thoughts of a pacification ; and for that 
purpofe he had a private conference with the lord 
Boyd, to whom he delivered his plan, drawn 
lip with his own liand. Boyd carried it to 
Mary's lords at Edinburgh, who were nowfo con-^- 
fident of fuccefs that they rejefted it; ind they 
became fo fufpicious of Boyd, that from being 
one of Mary's firmeft friends, he was now forced 
to attach himfelf to the oppofite party. The 
confidence of the royalifts was encreafed by the 
arrival of Sir James Kirkaldy, brother to the 
governor of the caftle, from France, and his 
bringing with him a fupply of ten thoufand 
crowns, and a large quantity of arms and ammu* 
nition. Kirkaldy landed his cargo atLeith; 
and though the fortified part of that town was 
in the hands of the regent, yet he was fo well 
protefted by a ftrong detachment fent from 
Edinburgh, that the money, arms, and a 
large quantity of wine, were carried without 
reliftancc to the caftle. After this, the layalifls 
diftributed parties of foldiers through diflferent 
quarters of the town, and ordered all the re- 
gent's party to leave it. Upon the regent's re- 
treat to Stirling, the loyalifts burnt the houfc 
where his parliament had met, and the houfes 
oi hk friends in the fuburbs^ and made dif- 

pofitions 
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A.P.IS7I. pofitions for purfuiug him to Stirling; but 
they found that it was too late, he having 
pufhed forward with the horfe, and the carl of 
Morton having returned to Dalkeith with the 
foot. 
Be keeps Had it uot been for the condu^ and intrepi* 

U'lih aTd** dity of Morton, who ilill kept poflefiion of 
'^*""*^* Leith and Dalkeith, the king's party muft at 
this time have been extinguiihed in Scotland, 
Befides his Danilh guard, which had been 
brought over by one captain Wemys, he had 
with him a fmall body Of veteran foldicrs, who 
had ferved under the regent Murray, Well 
knowing, however, the weaknefs of the re- 
gent's party, and confcious of his own unpo- 
pularity, he fecretly advertifed Elizabeth in 
what a dangerous condition her friends were in 
Scotland, and the neceflity of her interpofing ' 
to fave them. Elizabeth (who flill affected a 
great Ihew of impartiality) ordered Drury, the 
marfhal of Berwick, to mediate between the 
two parties, and privately to confer with the 
regent's friends how to recover the caftle and 
town of Edinburgh from the loyalifts. In the 
mean jyhile, the latter, in hopes of retrieving 
the reputation they had loft by not intercepting 
Morton, and by fuffering him to form, in a man- 
ner, a blockade of the capital, by cutting off 
its fuppliesof provifions, and prelling both men 
andhorfes into his fcrvicc, formed a plan, which 
was to be conducted by the earl of Huntley 

and 
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and lord Claud Hamilton, for furprifing Mor- A.P.i.s7«» 
ton at Dalkeith. They accordingly marched 
out with a body of horfe and foot; but as fooa 
as day broke, they found Morton,, who had beea 
apprized of their intention, ready to receive 
them at the head of a £siall but well difciplined 
party. The loyalifts attacked hioa ; but, ootwith- a ikimuih; 
ftajiding their fuperiority of mimbers,tthey were 
bqaten back : they foon^ howcvcx, rallied,, and 
returned to the charge. It is hard to fay wikat 
the event naight have been^ had not a quantity 
of powder which the loyalift3 carried alQBgp 
with them taken fire, and killed a ma^aibeir of 
their men,, with one of their raqft, adive officerski 
The loi^ on both fides was inconfide^able ^ bRijl: 
Blary's friends were dilhfiarte»ed by the laU^ 
c^riage of the aitt^mpt,. and the ]:€ijCblu£i€aft« wi^b 
which the fmall handful undcx Moi^ton f QUghti 

Such was thiC ftate of affairs when Drwy ar- Amva! or 

* Drury from 

rived at Edinburgh, where he was received Eii"*>eti*« 
wit{h great refpefl: by the loy alifts. The ap-- 
pearance of a minifler from the queen.pf Eng*^. 
land gave fuch fpirit& to the regent and hisr 
party, that they impowered Drury to demwd 
that Kirkaldy fliould furrender the caflle tf> 
the regent, who confented that he ihould 
march out with bag. and baggage ; and that all 
the loyalifts fhould abandon the city,, upoa 
aiTurances of a general indemnity foe their re- 
bellion agaoafl the young king.. This condition 
was ipejedted, though the cegent agreed that 

Kirkaldy 



luroent 
meeti. 
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A. D. 1571. Kirkaldy Ihould keep poffcflion of the caftic 
t'-' the indemnity was expedited. All that the 
lo s alifts could be brought to, wa6 to confent 
to withdraw their troops frpm the town, pro- 
vided neither the regent nor the e;arl of Morton 
ihould enter it; and that Kirkaldy ihould I'etain 
no more than a hundred and fifty men^ who 
were to lye under the cannon of the caille, be- 
iides its ordinary garrifon : thofe terms being 
rejefted, the treaty came to nothing. 

Uuyu par- The loyalifts imagined that the name of i 
parliament gave great fanftion to their enemies 
in the eyes of the public, and therefore refolved 
to avail themfelves of the fame advantage. 
They therefore furamoned a parliament to 
meet on the fecond of June, in the town-houfe 
of Edinburgh. The members being accorcf* 
ingly aflembled, a paper, which Spotwood calk 
a Supplication, was prefented to them in the 
queen's name, reciting the treatment ihe had 
received when flie was forced to refign her 
crown, and defiring them to declare the faid 
refignation to be null in all time coming. The 
affembly agreed to this fupplication, and a ifta- 
tute was paffed declaring the nullity in the 
moft ample terms. By another ftatute it was 
ordained, " That none fhould innovate, alter, 
or pervert the form of religion and miniftratioa 
of facraments, prefently profeffed and efta- 
blifhed within the realm ; but that the fame 
Ihould have free courfe, Xs'ithout any lett or im- 
pediment 
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Impediment tljiereto.'^ By th^ f|i}ne z&y the ^^D.isyi. 
fuperintend^ntSi minifiers, exhorter^, and read^ 
iers in churcl^es^ were i^ommanded in their pub- 
lic fcrvice to pray for the que^n^ as their only 
fovereign, the prince her fon, the council, th6 
nobility, and thie whole body of the common*' 
wealth; and that all coins apd public a<^s 
iOiould run in her name. Tfaqfe fiatutes were 
proclaimed at Ejdinburgh on the thiiteenth of 
June ; not do I fitid that the affembly . went 
upon any other bufinefs, excepting ordering 
another parliament to be held in Atigufl* 

The regent and his party were all this while Stil?'*^* 
ftrengthening and enlarging the fortifications ^"^*^^* 
of Lei th, and daily ikirmiflies pafled between 
the two parties almoft at the gates of Edin*« 
(burgh, with Various fucccfs. Drury's negotia- 
tion ftill went on; but the loyalifts refolved 
to attack Morton once more* The latter drew 
out his men in order of battlfe ; and,notwith* 
(landing Drury's mediation, an engagement 
followed, in which Morton was again Vifto* 
rious. The loyalifts were driven back to Edin* 
burgh with cOnfiderable flaughter ; an hundred Spotfwood, 
and fifty prifoners, among whom was the lord June te. 
Hume, were taken, as were a number of 
horfes, and two field-pieces, all which were 
carried in gr$at triumph into Leith. The lord 
Hume was foqn after, exchanged for the baron 
of Drumlanrig, and other exchanges of the 
l^jne kiqd wej^e nude* In this encounter the 

Vot. VIL Yy ' ' moft 
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moft confiderablc perfon who ^11 ovt the qtieefi-il 
fide' was the abbot of Kilwinning, who, tho^ 
devoted to* the Hamilton famHy, had generally 
declared himfelf for moderate nMaftrres. - Mor*v 
ton loft only captain Wemys, and si Gomjebroii 
foldier. ' " -^ 

This frefli defeat, inftead of damping,^ txaf- 
perated the loyalifts. They laid the blaiite of 
their difgrace upon Drury's having betrayed 
them ; and Kirkaldy told fatm to his face be 
had afted fo vile a part, that were it not that 
he refpefted his public charafter, he would 
fend him to prifon. Drury threw all the blame 
upon the earl of Morton, and was endeavour* 
ing to renew his negbtiation, but the loyaliftrf 
refufed to hear him ; and all the favour hiie ob- 
tained was to proted him from the incenfed 
foldiery till he reached Leith, to which placd 
the regent repaired upon hiring of Morton's 
fuccefs in the late encounter. His proceedings 
were far from* being fangjiinaty. One clptain 
Ctillen, who hid a handfome Anafe, was the only 
pfifonet who fufFered death, the reft being dif- 
miffed upon their promifing not to ferve agiinft 
tlie king. ' ' 

This moderation had an excellent effefli and 
procured the regent many friends among the 
country people; but while he reimained at 
Leith, a French fliip appeared in the Forth, on 
boird of Which \;^ere Verac, the French agcnt^ 
and one Chifholm, an agent for Mary, whoi^ 

had 
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had procured a frcfli fiipply of men and arm^ ^r^* '57^ 
from the French king. Chifholm having fom^ 
iotelligencir that Leith was in the hands of the 
king's pirty^>piivately landed the moneys and; 
(ionfign^d it ^to; the: abbot of Inch-colm^ Not*- 
"^ithftanding his precaution, both he and V>e^ 
i;9€rWQre apprjehended by the lord Lindfay^ 
Ycrac's papex^s }>ei&g feized^ ap acconat of the 
money. tiisA had been given, to Chifl^olm wa& 
<^i(coyi$Fed'; and bciqg put to ^the tprture, he 
^ppfeffftj all hji ; kJJew of, the money ; fo tba^ 
^^ wholq of 'it fell in.^pthe r^egent^s hands^ 
^r(}id th^ ijiip^-with alt the arms and ammu^. 
nitiop.; but it, was retalfjen, /as it was failing 
|Ic»: jStirlin^, .by Sir Payid Spence, the moft 
fprtunate of all Mary's partisans ; and he car* ' 
f iqd the cre;\^ prifoneirs to Edinburgh, together 
with the valuable cargo he had recovered, 

Whil^ the civil war was thus raginir in EJi«abeth'« 
pcotland, Elizabeth fent fr,eih inftruclions to to Druqr 
Prury to renew the armiftic^, and offered to 
fend commiifioners to the borders, who fhould 
fodeayoifr to reconcile both parties, and re?- 
move all differences public, and private. He 
was likewife to endeavour to prevent the 
fneeting of either parliament in Auguil, and 
to ftop all forfeitures in the naean while. With 
thofe inflruftions, a letter of fafe-condud was 
lent, impowering Kirkaldy to name any comr- 
;nifliopers he plpafcd (Maitland^ und the re- 

Ty 2 putcd 
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A.D.»$TX. putcd murdcrdrs of Darnleyv excepted) ta trcaf 

with Elizabeth's commiflioners^. .^s : 
•re rtjefted Tbofc jprpppfals Were, cqually 4ifegrcg^blc to 
il^^ tothpirttes. the loyaM3;-ftill:ct?irtinped to 
flatter themfelves with thehjope^Ktf a po^Ycrfol 
4iVerfion from France, and no regard ^w^aspaid 
l^y Rirkaldy to Elizabeth's offer; • Theo^geot^' 
on the other hAttd, found , himfelf ia a- aoft 
disagreeable fituttion. He knew that •h^t^a* 
hated by Elizabeth, Vrhp had detained his ^ife 
and family a^ hoftages for his behavioiir ; and 
lie had difcovered that Mort(&n was fecretly 
ihaking intereft for thp regeacy, wd had 
made advancies for that purpoft to foine of the 
loyalifts. The regent unbo'fomed himfelf tcr 
his private favourite, Ratfif^y of Diiimqiihi^' 
fel, the fame who had befen fo. aftiv^ in in- 
ducing' the caftle of Dumbarton. Kamfayv 
befidcs being an excellent officer, was reputed, 
next to Maitland, to be the ableft politipian, 
dhd the nloft eloquent ipeatker in Scotland ; fq 
that the regent, difgufted with Morton^s ava- 
rice and overbearing behaviour, had ;throwrt 
his eyes upon Ramfay, a^ a cbunterppife for 
that infolcnt tiobleman. Morton more than 
iufpefted this 4Dy the regen^t's late conduftj 
knd threatened to leave him to* his own coun- 
fels, and thofe of his favourite. Lenox had 
pot firmnefs to carry his defign into execution : 
and Morton refufing to be reconciled to him 

upon 
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ppon any other tfetms^ he had the Udeaoliefi: A^o^imli 
to order EaiQiayv isnder a penalty, npt tp acw 
pear iir^hm ten miics of his perfon; 

Thus difa^teably cirouilfiaiiGed ^sta Ae rth> 
gent, whefc Drury called ppon him' to give ait> 
anfwcr to Elizabeth's propofals concerfaing thej 
^rmiflice. It contaiiied in fubftance, that he 
could' grant iione^ ^idioutevidtet prejudice 
to the king's tmife, is long as EdtnfaUi^h vrH: 
ih the hind^ of 'the oppoj^te party | tiiitt ii tOi 
ifftlier ^matters, ha could come to lui k>c£blutioiL: 
i^ithotot cdnfukin^ the (l»tes, "vi^d . were tot 
liioet ill Angtift, JiKrh&n he did not dbofat diey; 
^otrld ^ve Elizabeth all reafotiafalid TaHsfaidiDiUr 
It ^£M about thigitiuxe that Moatton, jbo proTo 
IloW;^ii^ he de^i^d the regent's confidenoey 
^vaUeid upon the ebd of Ax^yie to acceftt 
pi a ptaiie at the; cotincil-board^ jbeiiaig, at the 
tMiie'tii»e, appofkited jtrftioe«-gEiicrah keepisr ^<**^«* 
ef the )^at i(baiv- axhiiord bigb-<cfaancelIor io£ 
Scotland 'for life: ' '*nie defe£k)anit)f this pow^ 
erfbl nobletnan, wtho hdd- io gi^atl^ diilnf^ 
•j^iflied himfelf in Mary's caqie, 5s, ^hy Craw-s 
ford, attributed, though I diink without gCo4 
grotinds, to ignoble motives. He ikys, that 
the earl, as well a«f the othier new convert^ 
lord Boyd, had ample aflignfiienta out of the 
patrimony of the church; and that he had 
changed his party that he might be divorced 
from his wife, and marry Boyd's daughter, 
who was one of the greatefl 'b^taticii of that 

age. 
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^p.<57i* . age '^, It is for more probable, that both thofe 
noblemen, touched with the- miferies' of their 
country, had gone over to thie regent^ifat hopes 
of ending them by fome reafonable accommb^ 
dalion ) but this was ibon found Co be , im^ 
pr:a£licable. ^ ... - 

Adottbie 'The continuance of this bloody civil war 
had exhauued the nation fo nmch, that the af* 
fociators (for fo the regent's party/was. called) 
cotild raife and pay no more than a htmdred 
horfe, and feven hundred foot The^ fian^ii^g 
forces paid by the loyaKfts were no more'thaii^ 
a>hundred horfe, and five huptdred foot,, p^r 
dufive of Kirkaldy's ganifon. We are not^ 
however, to fiippofe, that thofe two bodies 
were the only ^rength of the two pdrt^ ; fe]f 
there cant be no doubt that itheiiobiltty. and 
grdat landholders had their feparate ioUdwings, 
who weris not in tegplar pay« Some tmfacr 
cefsful attenipts were made by the affbetitors 
to furprize the town of Edinburgh, which in* 
duced the loyaKfts to fortify it towards the 
eaft ; and fuch was the ftate of the war, cairied 
in by contemptible numbers^ but with^ an iut 
fernal fpirit of revenge and animofity, when 
the parliament of both parties met, the one at 
Edinburgh, and the oth6r at Stirling, towards 
the end of Augufi, in confequence of their proro- 

■ # ■ ^ ■ • . 

f I meet with no .mention ii^ the lafl ppbliij^ed Peerage^ of , 
Scotland, cither of tins divorce or marriage, though both are 
very confidently afl«ited by Crawford, 

gatioq, 
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gation. According to arthlrifliop SpotiWftod^ ^' ^' W^ 
that of the loyalifts fat down- on the tweaty- . 
fecond, and corntained no more than two bi^ 
(hops and three nobleihen who were le^lly 
qualified to vote. They Ventured, howeverj 
to pronounce fentences of forfeiture againft 
two hundred of thcf oppofite party, in which 
the regent, and all the i^obleitien who adhered • > 

to him, were included. ' 

The parliament of the affoeiators at Stirling of'th^^** 
made a more brilliant appearance, and met on stitUDj, 
the twenty-eighth of the fame month. The 
members, in general, were difpofed to a coali- 
tion, to which the regent was by no means 
averfc ; but Morton, who had now entirely de-^ 
voted himfelf to Elizabeth, and was fecure of 
her protection, oppofed every meafure that, 
could lead^ to an agreement ; and to render 
the oppo£te party more odious to the natioo; 
he publicly gave out that they intended to rc- 
eftablifli popery; To give the greater fan^on 
to their meeting, the young king was prefent 
the/firft day, when the members could not 
avoid pronouncing fentences of . forfeiture, 
againfi: the* duke of Chatleheraut^ his twa. 
fons, the earl of Huntley, Kirkaldy, and ^ the., 
other heads of the loyalifts. The earls of 
Morton, Mar, and Glencairn, the lords Sem^'< 
pie, Ruthven, and Glamis, the bifhop of Ork- 
ney, the abbots of Dumfettnling and Inch- 
colm. Sir John Ballendine, jullice-i^lerk, and 

Macgill, 
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A.D.1571. MaegiU, the ekrk rcgiftfr^ or a^y foijri or 
thres, 0r two of t^em, were ^ominiffipi^e^ to re^ 
pair to itl^e cour^ of Englai^d^ ia order tp |Lreat 
pf a pac^fic^ipQ) an4 of a league oS^n&vp apd 
(iefenfivq between the two realms j biit a ff^tal 
catailrophe intervened. 
con^tm- By the me^eting of the affociators at Stirling^ 
dfliiitr/ theif forci^ were fo much divided, that the 
loyalifts beat them in the fields ai^d took HaU^ 
bwtoii| 9^Q ipf ^eir chie/F qSUcqt^ and qu^ ^nd 
fifty common ibldierd prifoners« Gajlloiyfeg 
were ere^d for hanging them all; but. they 
were fpared at the intercefiion of the captors^ 
Thi$ flight fpccefs encouraged the loyalifts ; and 
if w« heUeve the writer of Melvil's MeonQirs^ 
]j^irkaldy formed ^ decifiye enterprizfe, which^ 
liad it taJk;en efie<^9 muft have been fatal to the 
i^fibciatorSy or have refiored peace to his 
country. The projed itfejf was grandj though 
£mple and probable, being do^ Qther than thai 
of furpriiing the members of the Stirling par- 
liament in their beds. Kirkaldy, who wa^ 
well informed of the fecurity kt which the af- 
£xiating lords lived at Stirling, comm^niqaited 
his ideas to a few friends he could truft ; fiot as 
a projeA of revenge, but ^s a meafurf that 
could beft anfwer the wiihes .of all good pa- 
triota. They approved of his fcheme ; but he 
iniifted upon conducting the enterprise in per- 
fbn, which -they oppofed, on account of the 
loap^rj^^ipe ]^\$ f^fety wa^ to th^ir cauie ; and 

' ' he 
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he Was over-perfuaded to tnift the execution of a-^''»57^' 
it to the earl of Huntley, lord Claud Hamilton, 
and Scot of Buctleugh, a young gentleman of 
-great accomplifhments, and entirely devoted to 
Kirkaldy, who had fent for him from the bor-^ 
ders, becaufe he could truft him in conducHng 
the enterprize. Kirkaldy being thus diffuaded 
from heading the party in pcfdn, earneftly re- 
commended to his friends, and particularly 
to the gallant Sir David Spcnce, thefafetyof 
the regent's perfon. 
Four hundred troops, moft of them horfe, Attm^to 

* furprife th^ 

who had been brought from the borders by Buc- regent, 
cleugh and Fatnihurft, were allotted for exe- 
cuting this important fervice; and the better to 
keep the fecret, it Was given out that they 
were intended to reduce Jedburgh to the 
queen's obedience. They accordingly fet out 
fouthwards, but had no fooner loft fight of 
Edinburgh than they direded th^ir march to 
Stirling, where they arrived at four in the 
morning, on the fourth of September^ under 
the diretftion of one Bell, who was a native of 
the place. They entered the to wn> without the 
fipalfcft oppoiition, or even being obferved; 
and the proper difpofltions being made by Bell, 
the lodgings of the regent, the earls of Glen- 
cairn, Argylc, .Caflils, Eglington, Montrofe, and 
Buchan, with thofe of the lords Semplc,Cath- 
cart, and Ochiltree, were furrounded, and 
themfelves made prifoners without rcfiftance. 
- Vol. VII. Z z The 
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fc'D.1571. The earl of Morton was the only nablesnait 
who bravely rcfufed to furrender, and de- 
fended himfelf till he was in/danger of beings 
Confumed by the flames of his lodglng.^ 
Being thus forced to yield, the party were 
for returning immediately to Edinburgh ; hut 
tdieir leaders found more than half their num- 
ber employed isx pillaging (bops, and breaking 
up ftables, from whence th^ borderers carried 
oiF all the horfes. While the loyalifts were* 
endeavouring to collect their men, the ^^larmi 
reached the earl of Mkr, who was governor of 
the caftle. He fallied out at the head of thirty 
][au0Leteers ; and gaining his own houfe, he 
$red upon the loyalifts fo warmly, that they 
ver^ thrown into diforder ; and the townfmea 
running to arms to aflift their governor and 
the captive lords, the loyalifts all of a fudde» 
loft their fpirits, which bad beep raifed too higb 
before. Some implored the {H-otedion of their 
own prifoners, others threw down their arms,, 
and others fled ; fo that the rout became ge- 
neral. Sir David Spence, as he had promifed 
Kirkaldy, had the care of the regent, and had 
carried him out of the town. Being purfaed by 
the townfmen, one captain Calder ran the rei« 
gent through the body, though Sir David 
3peiice endeavoured to fave him at the hazard 
of his own life ; but the townfmen coming up,, 
he "wzs hewed in pieces, though the regent ex- 
erted all his little remaining ftrength in en- 
deavouring, 
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deavouring to fave his life^. Few of the a. 0.1571, 
loyalifts would have efcaped^ had it not been 
that the borderefB carried oflF all their enemies 
horfes. Six, including Spence, were killed^ 
and twenty-fix made prifoners ; among whom 
were Buccleugh, Bell; and Calder. The nuim* *'^**^ 
ber of the flain on the regent's part is uncertain ; 
perhaps they were about thirty, the moft emi* 
fient of whom were Alexander Stewart, younger, 
«f Garlije«, and Georg? Ruthven, brother to 
the lard Ruthven. 

The mifcarriage of this well planned enter** ^««^Jj«ftJ»e 
prize, which does fo much honour to the gc* 
liius of Kirkaldy, was chiefly owing to the ob* 
ftinate intrepidity of Morton. The words by 
which the ctmfpiratorsdiftinguilhed one another 
were, '* God and the queen, and think on the 
archbifhop of St. Andrew's." No fewer than 
6ye hundred armed men, befides the inhabi« 
tants, are faid to have been in Stirling when 
the attempt was toade. The regent, though 
his wounds were mortal, was carried on horfe^ 
back to the caflle, where he died a day or two 
after with great fentiment^ of piety and re^ 
iignation, recommending to the nobility, whota 
he had ordered to attend him in hi^ laft hours^ 
the care of the king his grandfon, and his king- 
dom ; and charging the earl of Mar, whom he 

* Bi(hop Spotfwood and other hiftorians fay that the regent 
was (hot, and that the fame ball which killed liim killed likewiO^ 
^ P^ivid Spence; who did all he could to fave pirn. 

Z z 2 held 
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A.D. 1571. held by the hand, to comfort ,his wife. We 
have in Crawford a copy of the fpeech which 
he is faid to have made at his death, and 
which was afterwards printed with many 
fpurious additions. He was buried with little 
folemnity in the chapel of Stirling caftle ; nor 
do I perceive that his death was much re- 
grettcd. 
lj\i cha- The moft partial favourers of his memory muft 

^*^"* admit, that though he had feen a great variety 
of life, and experienced many reverfes of for- 
tune, yet he did not, profit much by expe- 
rience, and muft have made but a poor figure 
in any country, had it not been for the fine 
figure of his perfon, and his high connexions by 
marriage. The blame of the moft unpopular 
afts of his government (the fcandalous execu- 
tion of the archbifliop of St. Andrew's excepted) 
was thrown by the public upon Morton, who 
had an abfolute afcendant over his difpofition. It 
was obferved of his predeceflbr Murray, that his 
own hands and feet were good, but that he bor- 
rowed Morton's head. It was faid of Lenox, 
that he borrowed the fame^ head, but that his 
right hand was Ramfay, and his left captain 
Crawford ; and when he meanly banifhed 
Ramfay, it became a common faying, that the 
regent's head had cut off his right hand. His 
chief fault, after all, appears to have been want 
pf firmn^fs rather thai} judgment j for the me- 
rits 
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rit5 of thofe t,wo gentlemen are generally ac- A.v.is7t. 
knbwiedged. 

The rcgent^s death happening during the ^V'^ST 
feffion of parliament at Stirling, not a moment the«a»iof 
was loft in eleding his fucceffor. The candi- 
dates were the earls of Argyle, Morton, and 
Mar. The latter was chofen by a plurality of 
voices. His chief recommendation feems to- 
have been the great care he had taken of his 
royal pupil, and his having moft ungratefully 
deferted the caufe of his mother, who had ho«' 
noured him with the higheft confidence, and' 
loaded him with unbounded liberality. His 
not having been very forward in the field on 
the fide of the aflbciators, and the former fer-' 
vices he had done to Mary, rendered him led 
obnoxious to the loyalifts than either of his 
two competitors ; for they had long fufpeded 
Argyle, and hated Morton, whofe pretenfiohs 
were ftrongly fupported by the Englifh minifter,' 
Randolph. Elizabeth perceiving, from the 
choice the Scotch nobility had made of a re- 
gent, that Randolph v/as defpifed and hated by 
both parties, recalled him, and nominated Kil- 
ligrew to fupply his place. 

The new regent, who was chofen the fifth MbVw^ 
of September, the very day after his predc- 
ceffor's death, ordered Calder and Bell, who 
had been taken prifoners, firft to fuffer the tor* 
ttire, and then to be publicly executed. As 
to the barou of Buccleugh, he feems to have 

efcaped. 
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A- D. 157s. efcaped, or beeji exchanged. The regent next, 
to diftinguifh the commencement of his admi- 
niftration by a fignal exploit, prepared to re".- 
duce the caftle and town of Edinburgh, and 
ordered his army to rendezvoufe at Leith, to 
which place he carried nine pieces of cannon 
from Stirling;. Perceiving that the town wa« 
impradicable on the eaft fide, he opened a bat- 
tery on the fouth ; but after making a fuffi^ 
cient breach in the town wall, he found that 
the befieged had been fo induftrious ^s to fup» 
ply it with ditches and other works ; which 
defpairing of being able to furmount, he drew 
oflF his artillery, and returned to Leith. By 
the regent's thus retreating from the ficge of 
a town which is almoft defencelefs, we cln 
form no high idea of his military accomplifh- 
ments. After returning to Leith, i council 
was called by Morton's advice ; and difpatches 
were fent to England, craving Elizabeth's im- 
mediate affiftance, the king's party being then 
in the moft imminent danger. Mary's friends 
in Edinburgh were equally earneft with the 
French court to fend them fome troops, and 
repair their fortifications j but in one of the 
encounters, which happened daily, between 
Leith and Edinburgh, they had the misfortune 
of having two of their officers, and fixty of 
their men, carried off* prifoners. 
cmi war The earl of Huntley ftill continuing at Edin* 
lirth! burgh, his brother, Adam Gordon, afted with 

great 
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great vigour in the north, as his lieutenant A.j>.i$jt. 
againft Mary's enemies ; and the regent-earl, 
to give a diverfion to her party, encouraged 
the Forbefes, tl^c rival clan of the Gordons, tx> 
renew hoftiUties^ The ftrength of hereditary: 
animofities in that country was then incredi« 
ble ; and the countenance given by the regent 
to the Forbefes was fuch, as determined then^ 
to compofe all differences among themfelves^ 
and their allies, fo as to unite them, that 
they might give a decifive blow to their ene- 
mies. The acting man at the head of the 
Forbes clan was one Arthur, brother to thC' 
lord of that name ; and he fucceeded fo far z^ 
to form an army to difpute the paflage of 
Adam Gordon (the fame who had been par- 
doned Jifter the battle of Corrichie, on ac- 
count of his youth) fouthward to his bro^ 
ther's affiftance. An engagement enfued, in 
which Arthur was killed, with a hundred of 
his followers, at a place called TuUiangus* 
The furviving Forbefes acquainted the regent 
of their difafter ; and he fent them two hun- 
dred regular troops under the command of 
two oflicers, Chiiho^ra and Wedderburn. The 
loyalifts, at the fame time, fent Sir jfames 
Kirkaldy with another party to fupport Adam 
Gordon; but the latter, difdaining any aflifl-- 
ance, fuffered Kirkaldy to repair to France to 
follicit that king for immediate affiftance to 
Mary's friends* The Forbefes, after receiving- 

their 
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A.ai57x» their reinforcement, marched to the h'csrd-' 
quarters of the Gordons, at Aberdeen ; httt 
they were again defeated, three hundred were 
killed, and two hundred were taken prifoners, 
among whom was the lord Forbes*s eldeft fon ; 
and many more muft have been deftroyed, had 
not the humanity of Adam Gordon interpofed. 
i The fuccefs of this engagement had great efFecls 
in the north of Scotland in favour 6f Mary j 
and the regent gave a commiflion to the earl 
of Crawford, the lords Kuthven, Glamis, and 
Keith, to fupprcfs A dam Gordon, whofe gallant 
behaviour had reduced all the north country 
to Mary's allegiance, and who was then be- 
fieging the houfc of Glenbervy in the Merns ^. 
Sacctflcs of The regent's army was then lying at Brechin, 
^^*"" and had taken poffeffion of the bridge over the 
Efk. Gordon leaving his foot in their trenches, 
furprifed the detachment upon the Elk with 
his horfe j and having now a clear paffage to 
Brechin, he divided them into two parties, that 
the city might be attacl^ed in feparate quarters; 
T)Ut the night being exceffively dark, one of the 
divifibns never came to aftion, but returned 
homewards. Gordon notwithftanding forced his 
way into Brechin ; and had he not inadvertently 
fufFered his trumpets to found, he muft have 
made all his enemies prifoners. Three hun- 
dred horfe efcaped, no more than forty-ninic 

* Crawford fays that the regent's array was commanded by 
Douglas earl of Buchan, 

were 



OF SCOTLAND. g^r 

^ere killed^ and a hundred and ninety taken; a.d. i^rc, 
Early next morning, Gordon ordered all his pri- 
foners to appear before him ; and after making 
a generous humane fpeech, he difmifTed them 
upon their fwearing (which they did with 
great readinefs) never to carry arms againft 
the queen, and to recognize him as her deputy- 
lieutenant. It unfortunately happened that 
all Gordon's officers were not endowed with 
his noble 'principles; for one of them, Ker, 
burnt the caftle of Towie, which was defended 
by a lady, who with thirty-feven of her family 
were confumed in the flames. 

All this while the war was raging in other 
parts of Scotland. The loyalifts made them- , 
felves mailers of the once ftrong caftle of 
Brpughty, and the town of Jedburgh; but 
were rather unfortunate in their operations 
about Edinburgh, where Morton, who kept 
his head-quarters at Dalkeith, continued the 
blockade of the capital. Every corner of the - 
nation was in like manner filled with tumults 
and bloodfhed; but as the particulars do hot fall 
within general hiftory, I am now to attend 
Mary's affairs in England. 

* About two years before the time I now treat P«»wica. 

' turns fe- 

pf, the bifliop of llofs had printed and publifhed ^^^^ » 
a book, with the aflifiance of Mary's friends, in 
defence of her honour, which was nowreprinted 
at Liege, under the name of Morgan Philips, 
Yrith additions ; in which the author abfolut&ly 

* Vol. VIL A a a contra- 
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jiup.1571. contradi&ed the authority of Hubert's coiw 
feifioni 15 well as the filver*box papers. I men* 
tion this, chiefly becaufe no reply was made by 
Buchanan, or by any of Mary '$ enemies, to Lef> 
ley's arguments; though be fays in dired terms, 
that Hubert at his (death acquitted Mary of 
being acceflary to her hufband's murder. Whea 
Lefley became obnoxious to Elisabeth, he was 
queftioned by the coupcil of England upon 
many particulars in that book, but upon none 
relating to Hubert's confeffion; fo that we 
may fairly prefume, if fuch a cpnfeiEon exified| 
that it had been forced from him by torture, 
and that he retracted it at the hour of his 
death. This is the more probable,, as Elizabeth, 
could ibe have depended on fo itrong an evi<» 
dence as Hubert's confeffion, muft have been 
highly pleafed with fuch a proof of her guilt, 
as fhe was now more exafperated than ever 
againfl Mary and her minifters, but efpecially 
Lefley. This was occafioned by the difcovery 
ihe had made from the papers that had been 
ieised at Dumbarton, and which were of fuch 
importance that they were reclaimed by the 
French court ; but Elizabeth refufed to deliver 
them up. One Baily, a Fleming, who had been 
employed by Lefley in printing the Liege edi- 
tion of his book, and bringing fome copies of 
it to England, was feized about the fame time j 

Murfcn^ ^^d though he was a faithiful fervant to Mary, 
sutcPapcr., y^j ^j^^ ^^^j. q£ ji^g ^^^j^ j^^^ extorted from hin^' 

fome 
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"fofnc difcovcrie« ; particularly that Rudolphi, in ^' ^* ^sf^* 
lis journey to Rome, had an interview with 
the duke of Alva, who ftili intended to invade 
England. Lefley, without being daunted by 
the imprifonment and confeiHons of Baily, 
boldly remonftratcd to Elizabeth upon the in- 
juftice done his miftrefs by the furprizal of Dum- 
barton, and defired her to interpofe her autho- 
rity with her friends in Scotland, to fave the 
archbifliop of St. Andrew's : this Elizabeth 
flatly refufed to dp ; and intimated to hini, that 
file had made difcoveries which would foon de« 
prive him of all benefit from his public character. 
Mary, about this time, fuftained a confiderable 
lofs by the death of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton. 
That great ftatcfman, after being rekafed frpn* 
his imprifonment at London, was, by the earl of 
Leicefter's intereft, removed to his houfe at 
Carfhaltbn, in Starry. Being releafed ffoto that 
confinement, he was invited to an entertain- 

• 

mcnt by the earl of Leiceftef, where he fu4- 
denly died; and the public did QOt fpare tQ 
load that nobleman, who was very expert in the 
art of poifoning, with the blame of his death, 
left he (hould have made difcoveries to his 
difadvantage, in the affair of the match betweea 
Mary and the duke of Norfolk. 

Elizabeth now tefumed her ncyer-fajhng ex- mantM^e- 
pedient of throwing herfelf out as a bait to the £m«4> 
court of France ; and file inftrufted her am- 
baffador, Walfin|jham, that, being fenfibleflid 

A a a 2 had 
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jLD.isyi. had ho fafety but in marriage, flie had no ob* 
jeftioii to the duke of Anjou as a hufband. The 
diffimulation of the French king and his mo* 
ther;.was equal to that of Elizabeth ; and they 
liftened to the propofal with feeming pleafure, 
that they m;ght meet with the lefs oppofition 
-in the barbarous maflacre they foon afterwards 
committed. Elizabeth, on the other hand, 
wanted to prevent the intrigues of the French 
court in favour of Mary ; and both obtained 
their ends, at the expence of that unhap* 

Letter from py princefs. EHzabcth's diifimulation was fo 

Leiccfterto ^' * 

wtifing. t profound and fo well carried on, that Leicefter 
was the only perfon about her court who dif- 
covered it. Lefley, it is true, together with the 
pope's nuncio, and the ambafladors of Spain and 
Portugal, did all. they could to break oflF the 
ma^ch, left France and England ihould enter 
into a league offenfive and defenfive againft 
Spain. Elizabeth had this greatly at heart; 
and Walfingham was. inftrufted to negociate 
fuch a league, which was to be valid, whatever 
became of the marriage. - It was fome time be- 
fore Waliingham,^ penetrating as he was^ dif- 
coyered, that notwithftanding all appearances 
to the contrary, the courts of France and Spain 
had never been more intimately conne&ed than 
they were at that very period. 
©f^En^- Mary,, notwithftanding her being now clofe 
liA piriia- confined, her domeftics reduced to the number 
of ten and a priefi, and herfelf precluded from 

all 
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all correfpondence, excepting what was ex- A.aio 
amined by her keepers, found means to ani- 
mate the political machine which threatened 
the' e:stindion of the protefiant religioa ia 
Europe. As that was the aftuating principle 
of France and Spain, their great objeCk was to 
place Mary on the throne of England, ^iza- 
beth difcovered this, by means of Walfiogham 
and her other minifters. She now raifed many 
objedions, mofi of them religious, againft her 
marriage with the duke of Anjou, as the 
French king did to the league offenCve and de- 
fenfive, unlets Mary was comprehended in the 
£ime ; which ^izabeth refufed to agree to,, be- 
caufe it would be a tacit difowning of the young 
king of Scotland's authority. Elizabeth's fiif- 
picion of the French court's Cncerlty was en- 
creafed by the feizure of .lord Seaton's papers 
on board a Ihip, by which It was difcovered 
that he had carried twenty thoufand crowns 
from the French king to Mary's friends ia 
Scotland. Other money ,was tranfmitted. for 
her own private ufe; but it was feized by Eli- 
zabeth's orders, and never returned, though it 
was reclaimed by the French ambaffador. 

In the fpeech madeby the lord keeper, this ah** 
year, at the opening of the Engliih parliament, 
he took particular notice of the expences the 
government had been at in overawing Scotland. 
In this feflion, the affair of Mary *s eventual right 
to the crown was very hotly debated. 
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fc.*.»57». ^riend^ infifted upon the invalidity of Henr^ 
4he eightb^s fettling by his will (if he made one) 
ihe right of fucccflion to his dominions. Their 
^poncnts warmly cfpoufcd the validity of that 
%'iil, and abfurdly infifted, that in confequencc 
t)f it the family of Gray's right was preferable 
to that of Mary, who conld in no cafe fucceed, 
becaafe fiie was an alien, and not bom within 
the allegiance of England. Elizabeth difliked 
both fides of the debate. She was an enemy 
hf principle to the Gray family, and, through 
Jhmdence, to any declaration being made in fa- 
y/tnxT of Mary. All her aim was to leave the 
fticceffion undetermined; and fo very flcilful was 
file in balancing parties, that flie obtained an ad, 
declaring it to be high treafon ^ for any to hold 
Or aflBfrm, that the common law of the realm (not 
altered by parliament) ought not to direft th^ 
right of the crown of England ; or that the 
queen, by the authority of the parliament, 
might not make laws and ftatutes of fufficient 
force and validity to limit and bind the crown 
of this realm, and the defoent, limitation, and 
government thereof.'* 

The above, however, was not the only blow 
aimed againft Mary; for the fame bill con- 
tained a daufe which rendered it high treafon 
to compafs, imagine, or invent ** the queen's 
death, or any bodily harm tending to death, 
maiming or wounding her royal perfon ; or to 
deprive, or depofe her fromt the ftyle, honour^ 
: or 
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or kingly name of the imperial crown of thb^ ^.ixi^i^ 

i:ealm; or to levy war againft her^ or to move 

any foreigners, or Grangers, with force to in^ 

vade this realm, or that of Ireland ; or to utter 

or declare, by any printings writing, cyphering^ 

^eech, or words, that the queen is not, or 

ought not to be, queen of this realms and of 

the realms of France and Ireland ; or that any 

other perfon ought, by right, to be king ot 

queen of the fame realm ; or that Ihould, by 

writing, printing, fpeech, &c publiih, fct forth, 

and affirm, that queen Elizabeth is an heretic, ^ 

fchifmatic, tyrant, infidel^ or ufurper of the 

crown of the faid realms. And, further, fucli 

to be utterly difabled, during their natural lives^ 

to have or enjoy the crown of England, or any 

fiyle or title thereof, (this was aimed at the 

queen of Scots) at any time in fucceffion, or 

whatever degree, condition, place, &c* they be^ 

that in any wife claimed, or pretend themfelvea 

to have a right or title ta the crown of England, 

in the life of queen Elizabeth ; or fhould ufurp 

the royal ftyle, title, or dignity of this crown ; 

or ihould hold or affirm that the queen had not 

right to hold or enjoy the faid crown and realm ; 

or, after any demand, fhould not acknowledge 

her to be, in right, true and lawful queen of 

thofe realms/' 

The fame ad provided againft feditious and 
contentious fpreading abroad of titles to the 
iucceifion of the crown ; << and againft books oi: 

works. 
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A.ai57i. works, printed or written, that did dircftly or 
cxprefly declare and affirm, before any a A of parli- 
ameht was made to eftablifli and confirm the 
fame, that any one particular perfon is, or ought 
to be, the right heir and fucceflbr to the queen's 
majefty, except the fame be the « natural iffue of 
her majefty's body;** or fliall publifli, or fet 
abroad, any book or fcroUs to that effeft; or 
the abettors and counfeUors of fuch, upon pain 
df imprifonment, and forfeiture of half his 
goods for the firft time.** 

OW>>«dM» It is obferved by Mr. Camden, that it was a 
general opinion that the earl of Leicefter pro- 
cured the words «* natural iffue of her majefty's 
body** to be inferted in this aft, in order to 
entitle her natural children (if Elizabeth had 
any by him) to fucceed to the crown.* That 
Elizabeth and her miiiifters had.fome regard to 
fuch an event can fcarcely be doubted, when we 
•ntet, refleft, that while the treaty of Chatfworth was 
in dependence, Maiy contended • for the fuc- 
ceffion of her lawful iffue, inftead of "any 
iffue;** rior could the Englilh comtniffioners be 
brought to admit of Mary's emendation farther 
than by agreeing to limit the fucceffion to Eli- 
zabeth's iffue by a lawful huiband. Thus if 
Leicefter, or any other perfon, had fpurious iffue 
by her, and afterwards became her lawful huf- 
barid, fuch children became entitled to the fuc- 
ceffion. Before this parliament broke up, the 
carl of Weftmorpland, and fift^-feven other 

• perfons, 
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p(?rfoiss^ whK> had been engaged in the ndrthern ^'^j^siu 
rebellion, were attamted* Nothing could equal 
the rage oftbe members agaioft Mary. Several 
motions were made iot rendering her fobjeA 
ta the law9 of England, in the £ime manner as 
any native in the cafe of treafon ) but Elizabeth 
as yet difcxwraged all fuch motions, becaufe flie - 
daily expeded legal proofs of Mary*s praftices - 
againft her MCTQWi) ti^i perfon. 

Rudojphi, the Florentine, was now deeply *Ru<ioipWf 
engaged in the m^fUres for Mary's deliverance* ^ ''^ "*"^' 
She furniihed hiBfi with letters of qredit upon .. . 

the duke of Norfolk, who remained Hill in > 
ftate of confinenvent at foi^ Qy^n houfe, but car* 
ried on a correfpondence with Mary through: 
Lefley^ T]^ du)Le'$ natural timidity .was a^. 
perpetual variance with his love and^mhition^ 
and no man could be worfe fuited than he wa3. 
for the part he had .undertaken. At firft he rer 
f ufed to iee Riidolphi ; but he received by Le|ley 
letters from Mary written in cypher, containiiig 
tranfcripts of all her foreign correfponden^e. 
which (he carried on by that kalian. The duke 
ordered his fecretary, Higford, to deeyphe.r 
thofe letters, and then to bum them ; which ei- 
ther through treachery or negligence he 
omitted to do, and hid them under the mats of 
his chamber, where they were afterwards dif- 
covered. Lelley was fo importunate with the 
duke, that the latter at laft confented to fee Rur 
dolphi, who laid before him the icheme Which 

Vol. VII. B b b ' he 
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A. D. 1571. he had concerted with Mary, and which Jid 
was to lay before her friends abroad. It was 
in fubftance, that the duke ihould raife a re- 
bellion in England, which was to be favoured 
by:a defcent of fix thoufand Spaniih foot, add 
four thoufand horfe, who were to land at 
Harwich, under the command of the duke of 
Medina Celi, the duke of Alva's fucceffor iii 
the Spani(h government of the Low Countries, 
Rudolphi further informed Norfolk^ that the 
court of France, finding how infincerely Eli- 
zabeth had behaved in the affair Of her mar- 
riage with the duke of Anjou, was ready td 
favour the invafion; that the pope had con- 
fented to remit large funis to the infurgents ; 
and that no harm was intended to Elizabeth; 
iprovided flie agreed to the match between himi 
and Mary, and to a toleration of the Roman 
catholic religion in England. 

The duke of Norfolk, notwithftanding Ru- 
dolphi's plaufibility and Mary's defire, reftiied 
to give him any letters of recommendation to 
jForeign powers. Rudolphi, to ^tt th^ better 
of his fcruples, put into the duke's hands a 
lift of Englifti noblemen and gentlemen, who 
h* faid had engaged themfelves in 'Mary's 
caufe, and were ready to join in the rifingi 
This made an impreflion upon the duke; but 
flill r do not find that he gave Rudolphi any 
Written tecommendition, though he confehted 
thathe&ould proceed in the cotnmiiGGbri he 

had 
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had received from Mary, and make ufe of his a. d. 1571* 
name to her friends abroad. It afterwards ap« 
peared by the examination of Barker, the 
duke's principal fervant, that Rudolphi did 
put into the^ duke's hand a letter from the pope, 
ap[Mroving of his marriage with Mary, and be«* 
ginning with the words «« Dilefte Fili,*' beloved 
fon." 

Rudolphi having taken leave of the diike of Jf NorWk 
Norfolk, had a frefli interview with the duke Jl|J\][Jlri, 
of Alva, who remained ftill in theSpanifh ^^^' 
Netherlafids, and who ordered him to write 
letters in his name to the Spanifii embaflador 
in England, the duke of Norfolk, the bifliop 
of Kofs, and lord Lumley, iignifying his ap* 
prpbation of Rudolphi's fchemes, Thefe were 
the letters which had been intercepted by the 
lord Cobham, who fent the moft dangerous 
packet to Lefley himfelf. Enough, however, 
was difcoyered to give Elizabeth's minifters an 
infight into Mary's dangerous pra<Eiicc8. It 
thereby appeared, that the duke of Norfolk 
had aAually written to the pope; but I find by 
Higford's after-examination, that this letter 
had been forged in cypher, and figned with 
the duke's name by Lefley, to quicken the 
pope, and the Roman catholic powers on the 
continent, in Mary's capfe. JLefley being in- 
formed that Baily had been racked in the 
Tower, and had made difcoveries, fecretcd his 
principal papers ; and though he underwent a 

Bbb2 flria 
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A.D.i57^ ftrid examiDatioii befon a >committeaf of ike 
council, they could not iiid matter fuffickac 
to proceed capitatlf agaicifir himi though' he 
certainly had been cjiornefi; :vutii the.dake of 
Nbrfplk to take arms and break: lip the farliah' 
inent ; biat theduke hadiQJei^ed the motion with 
horror. This, aad fome other TfarvowrjJ^lecM'r 
cumflances, had procured the duke his liberty^ 
upon his giving an obligation un^ler his hatod 
to Elizabeth^ that he would give overall far- 
ther dealing with Mary, and all thoughts of 
the marriage. The intelligence of the £ng- 
liih miniftry was, however, fo good, that they 
dilicovered a large fum had been ftot from 
¥rance to Mary, who remitted fix huDdred 
poucids <jf it to the duke of Norfolk, for thfc 
tife of' her friends in Scotland. The fervant 
who was employed to carry the money, gave in- 
formation of it to thegovernnlent ; upon which 
Higford and Barker^ and the duke's other 
principal fervants, were committed prifoners to 
the Tower of London, and they foon confeffed 
all that Elizabeth wanted to know. Higford 
put into her minifters hands ali the original 
papers and letters which had been fent by 
Mary and the biftiop of Rofs to the duke ; and 
either by applying, or threatening, the rack. 
Barker, who was an old man, confirmed Hig- 
ford^s teftimony. - 

Exatnina. EHzabcth, thc momcnt thofe difcovcries 

Ijon agiinft ' 

bim. were made, refolved to proceed capitally 

againft 
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againft tbe duke of Norfalki !wh[^ :knowing' A.v.isru 
notbxDg bfthe diicoveriesthat bad been made 
by &t8 iervaiats, vHftderwent an examination at 
the council-board, where he denied every aU' 
legation urged againft him. He was, upon 
this, committed ' to the Tower of LpiKlon, as 
wei^e the ea^rk of Amndel and Southampton, 
with the lordfi Lumky and Cobham, Bannifier,. 
ttes duke^s counfeUorat law. Sir Henry Picrcy, 
and four otlier gentlemen of note, on the fe- 
venth of September. The more* the council- 
en<juir^ into thi« confpiracy, ^hey had the 
greater caufe to be alarmed. It appeared from 
thd letters which had been produced by' 
Higford, that there had been fome dificrcncc 
among Mary^s friends abroad concerning her' 
marriage. The court of Spain j on wlK)m flie 
had great dependence, importuned her ftrongly 
to make don John of Auftria her hulband ; but 
the court of France equally favoured Norfolk ; 
and there is rcafon to believe that a contrafl: 
ef marriage was achially drawn up between 
.him and Mary, and figncdby both, though 
we cannot well fuppofe that it ever was con* 
fummatcd; In the courfe of the examination. 
Sir Thomas Stanley^ Sir Thomas Gerrard and 
Rolfton, whom we have already mentioned, 
were found to be concerned ; and they were 
committed to the Tower, as Lefley was a fe* 
cond time to the cuftody, firft, of the bifliop 
of Ely, and. then of die lord-mayor. The 

lord 
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S7'. ftria examiaatioa bcfo:*^ 
council, they could no'' 
to proceed capitn'' 
certainly had 
Norfplk to 
ment; butta. 
horror. This, 
cumflances, had , 
upon his giving a. 
to Elizabeth, that I. 
tlaer dealing with M:. 
the marriage. The in. 
lifli miniflry was, howev. 
di&overed a. large fum li.. 
J'rance to Mary, who rem 
pounds of it to the duke c 
vfe of her friends in Scot! 
who was *mploycd to carry t 
formation- of it to the govern 
JHigford and Barker, and 
principal fervants, were coir 
the Tower of London, and 
all that Elizabeth wanted t 
put into her minifters ham 
papers and letters which 
Mary and the bifhop of Rof 
either by applying, or thri 
Barker, who was an old m; 
ford's teftimony. 

Elizabeth, the moment 
were made, refolvcd to 
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^.D.i57i. lord Cobham and his brother, who :wi|:c like- 
wife in cuftody, foon regained their liberties,, 
nothing of any moment appearing againft. 
them. Sir Henry Piercy had^ complained that 
[j^lizabeth had failed in her promife to pat him 
in poffeffipn of his brother's eftat^ and of- 
fered to Lefley to fet Mary at Ubei*ty ; but the 
propofal was rejefted by the duke of Norfolk. 
In fhort, Mary fell a facrifice to that noble- 
man's irrefolution, as he did to Lcfley's heat 
and impetupfity. 

. On the fifth of September, the duke was . 
again examined in the Tower by at committee 
of the council. He fiill continued to infill 
upon his iqnocence; but when the examina-. 
tions of his fervants were produced againft 
him, his fpirit and firmnefs forfook him, fo that 
he behaved in the moft abjeft manner;' and 
the confeffions he made were confirmed by 
thofe of all the noblemen and gentlemen who 
had been imprifonod on the fame account. 
Two days after, he was examined upon almofi; 
a hundred articles, all of them tending to the 
fafts I have already related, and containing ^ 
detail of all his proceedings with Mary from 
September 1568. This examination produced 
new difcoveries, particularly that he bad re- 
ceived two letters of treafonable importance^„ 
from the pope; and that he, the late earl of 
Pembroke, and lord Lumley, had held ievcral^ 
cbnverfations together about furpnzjing the 

Tower 
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Tower of London. Elizabeth thought proper ^^-w*- 
to publifli all the charge againft the duke, and 
likewife his confeffion; copies of which Ihc 
fent to the lord-mayor and court of aldermen 
of London, that they might be communicated 
to the feveral wards and companies of the 
city. This publication fomewhat allayed the 
national difcontent, on account of the dukeV: 
imprifonihent, and that of fo many noblemeia 
and gentlemen. The general indignation 
turned ftrongly againft the.bifhop of Rofs^ who 
was confidered as the, chief incendiary: and 
on the twenty-fourth of Oftober he was ex- 
amined before a comniittee of the counpl, at 
the head of which was the earl of Bedford. 
He behaved with great calmnefs and intrepi- 
dity i and though the refolutions of the civili- 
ans againft confidering him as an eml;>afladp|: 
were ftiewh him, he ftill infifted that he was 
the enibaffador of an abfplute queen, who 
was unjuftly depofed, and had, according tQ 
his duty, carefully endeavoured the delivery 
of his princefs, and the fafety of both king- 
doms ; that he came into England with the 
full authority of an embaflador, under, public 
warfandife, which he had produced ; and that 
the facred privileges of embaffadors^are by no 
ipeahs to be infringed. He continued for 
fpme days very firm to thofe principles j an4 
tile (afe-giiard he produced being very ample^ 
the committee were under fome di£Sculties 

how 
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A.D. i5*rx. how to proceed, ^fpdcialtjr a$ Elizabeth had nof 
yet formally, acknowledged the validity of 
Mary's rcfighatiort. 
Jffley> The' commiffionets, however, were not to 

tions. be diverted from their purpofe, v^hich they 
forced to koe^ their miftrefs had srreatly at heart ; aud 
cofcriet. at laft they plainly told hiln that they not pnly 
looked upon him as a private perfon^ Xmt that 
they would order him to the rack^ if he per^ 
fifted in his obftinacy not to be examiiied^ 
liven this terrible menace did not daunt Lef« 
ley. He put them in mind of the pra£kices of 
Randolph and Tamworth, the Englifli niinif- 
ters in Scotland, which, though plainly dif^ 
covered, brought them under no heavier a 
penalty than their being obliged to leave the 
kingdom. All his remonfirances were in vain ; 
and he, at laft, was committed clofe prifoner 
•to the Tower. The character of Elizabeth and 
her minifiers gives us no room to doubt that 
they would have executed their threatenings, 
had they not been apprehenfive of the confe- 
quences among Mary's friends abroad and at 
home ; and they refolved to foften their man- 
iner towards their prifoner. His next exami* 
tiation, therefore, which was before the lord- 
admiral, lord Burleigh, Sir Francis Knolles^ 
and Sir Thomas Smith, was fomewhat more 
tnild^ The commi^oners informed him, that 
their mifirefe difapproved of the roughnefs 
that had been (hewn him by the former com- 
mittee ; 
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that they did not cxpcdt he ihould difcorer A*P.is7t« 

more than had been ahready confeiiedby.the 

En^fh noblemen and gentlemen already im 

cuftody ; that nothing h^ faid upon his examir 

nation fhould be brought in evidence againft 

any other peribn ; and that if he did tiot fub- 

mit, Elizabeth was refolved that he ihould be 

hmnediately put to death as a private man, 

and a traitor. If we are to believe Lefley bim^ Neg^u« 

fclf, they then prodaiced to him aH die exaou^ ^**"' 

nations and coAfeffions of the duke of Nor^* 

folk's friends and iervants, which Lefl^ kciew 

to be tnie^ and he then jfubmitted to ati t%vi^ 

mination; but through the whole of it, tho^ 

he did not deny the points which he faw had 

been plainly proved by other confeffioftg, yet 

he treated the eaiie of the duke of Norfolk 

with the greateft tendernefs ; and endeavoured, 

by his addrefs, to perfuade the commiffionet* 

that his grace and hi^ noble friends, notwitfc* 

ftanding their attachments to Mary, had al* 

ways behaved as good fubjecls to Elizabeth. 

Such is the light in which Lefley^s conduct, 
at this critical jonftufe, has been j^aced by 
himfelf. His own and all the e^caminations j^^^^, 
he fpeaks of, have been lately publilhed froiti ***^ ^^ 
the originals ; and they are large, tediotis, Ttnd 
tautok)gaas. We fee through the whole of n^y^^^ 
them abundance of evafions, and great regard ^««>««^ 
at firft for the noble parties concerned ; but 
the dread of the rack is equally difceraibte ; 

Vol. VIL C c c and 
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A. D. 1571. and every new examination produces new dif- 
-coveries to the prejudice of the noble perfon- 
ages. Whatever Lefley may pretend, wc can 
•eafily fee that he was, at laft, rendered as pli- 
able as the reft of the party ; and though I do 
not find that he exprefly charged the duke of 
Norfolk as being adually engaged in any de- 
iign againft Elizabeth's perfon, yet he confefies 
enough to prove that he correfponded, tho' 
cautioufly, with Rudolphi, and the Roman ca- 
tholic powers on the continent ; and that he 
only delayed the infurredion in England, till 
he ihould know their fentiments, and be af- 
fured of ai&ftance from abroad On the eighth 
of November, he obtained leave to write Mary 
an account of his difcoveries, which he did. 

Ibid, p. 54. in a letter that has been fince publifhed ; and 
it is eafy to perceive that he confeffed all he 
)aiew of the i&tended invafion, and the duke 
of Norfolk's praftices. A letter in the fame 
colledion, and dated the fame day, from Sir 
Thomas Wilfon, one of Elizabeth's fecretaries, 
leaves it without a doubt (if Wilfon can be 
believed), that Lefley was prevailed upon to 
betray Mary's caufc, and to fpeak of her in 
the fame (and indeed worfe) language as had 
been ufed by her bittereft enemies. It is evi- 
dent, at the fame time, that the converfation 
there mentioned had been extorted from Lef- 
ley by fear ; for he is made to fay that Mary 
poifoned her firft hufband the French king ; 
. . and 
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2nd that Ihe brought Bothwell to the field a. 0.1571. 
(meaning, we fuppofe, that of Carbcrry-hill)^ 
on puq>ofe to be murdered : furmifes that 
never were heard of before, and which con-; 
fute themfelves. 

By other letters addreffed from LeOey to 
lord Burleigh, it feems.as if Mary was notiatis* 
fied with the apology which Lefley had made to 
her for his own condudr. When Lefley's exami- 
nations were compared with thofe of Norfolk^ 
his friends and fervants, they agreed entirely ;^ 
but Elizabeth was of opinion, that he had not 
been explicit enough with regard to the.Eng^ 
liih lords, who were engaged in the projed of 
breaking up the parliament. According to 
Lefley's own account, when he was examined 
on thofe heads by the earls of Lcicefter and 
Bedford, and other counfellors in the Tower, 
he faid, with great firmnefs, " that the fear of 
death fliould never prevail upon him to ac- 
cufe innocent perfons ;" and the council ac-. 
cordingly defifted from preffing him farther 
on that fubjeft,. Hisanfvvers to this examir 
nation give us no fuch idea of his ho- 
nour and courage ; for though he does not fay 
that he had any converfation with tjie duke of 
Norfolk on that head, yet enough appears, 
from his examination, to have convi6:ed him 
of treafon. The truth is, the weaknefs and 
irfefolution of the duke is confpicuous thro* 
the whole of this affair ; and he was every 
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dsy coramittmg treafon againft Eliubethji 
withoot hU IcnowiBg it ta be fucb. The hifr 
tories ol lh€ times are v6ry full with regard 
Xo his €nsil and condeinnation; Such parts of 
the former as clafh with the principles of the 
EngUfli laW) do not properly fall into thi^ 
Jiiftory^ I cannot but thitik^ how^ver^ upon 
a candid peru&l of his confi^ffion, and thofe ol 
his dependents, that as an Ernglifh fubjed:, he 
was highly criminal ; nor do I find that ^i^ 
one article, upon which he was i^ccufed, w»^ 
aggravated to his prejudice. 

The year 1572 was opened in England by 
the duke of Norfolk's trial in Weftminftcr- 
hall, before twenty-fix of his peers, the earl 
of Shrewfbury acting as high-fteward. The 
fubftance of the articles on which he was tried 
were as follow : 

That in the eleventh year of queen Elisabethi 
andafterwards, he had entered into a treafonable 
confpiracy about depofing her from her 
throne, and taking away her life, and invading 
the kingdom, by r^ifing war, and bringing in 
a foreign power. 

That though he knew for certain that Mary, 
late queen of Scots, had ufurped the crown of 
England, with the title and arms thereof, yet 
he had treated about a marriage ivith her, 
(^without acquainting the queen) and had lent 
her a great fum of money, contrary tp what 
|ie had promifcd under hjs hand, 
" '" That 
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That though he was fare tliM thtf earis of ^.diism 
Northumberland and Weftmor^latid, WtAm^ 
field, and others, had raifed a tebellion agaiftft 
the queen, and were driven into Scotland, ycC 
Jie had fupplied th€m with money. 

That in tht thirteenth year of the ^dfl^A 
reign, he had, by his letters, eraired auxiliary 
forceft of pope Fius the fifth, the queen's piTH 
fefled enemy, of the Spaniards, and the dulce 
D'Alva, to fet the queen of Scots at liberty^ 
and i*eftore the popift religion in England, 

Laftly, That he had relieved Herriesthe 
3cot, and other the queen's enemies in Scot- 
land, 

The duke's defence to this charge was but |temakt 
weak; and, in fad, his condemnation had ^^ 
been fealed by his own confelfions, and thofe «gMnftWin. 
of his fervants. When the laft article came to 
be proved, the duke put the following quef- 
tion to the judges : Whether the fubjefts of 
another prince in confederacy with the queen 
of England, were to be reputed her enemies ? 
Catline, the lord chief-juftice, gave it as his 
opinion that they were; and that the queen , 
might wage war with any duke of France, yet, 
at the fame time, be at peace with the French 
king. I fhall not pretend to fay Ixow far thiai 
opinion agrees with the treaties between Scot- 
land and England, which ilipulated, that the 
prince injured by the private fubjcdls of the 
pthcr, was to complain of the injury to the 

fovcreign^ 
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A*p^i57». fovefeign, who is to give redrefs. If the lord 
HerrieSy however^ aftually aided . and abetted 
Elizabeth's rebels, and received money on 
that . account from the duke, the latter was 
undoubtedly, guilty of treafon ; and I find it 
was upon that principle, which was urged by 
the queen's ferjeant, that Catline founded his 
opinion. A letter of Lefley to Mary, during 
the conferences at York, was produced, to 
ihew that the duke at that time betrayed the 
cominiffion with which he was entruiled, by 
his fecret dealings with Mary's agents. A 
letter from the earl of Murray, ta the fame 
purpofe, was likewife produced, as were fpme 
.of Lefley's confeffions; a proceeding which 
was unpardonable (if what Lefley fays is true, 
of his having ftipulated that nothing he con- 
fcfled ihould be brought in evidence). I have, 
however, fome difficulty . in believing that 
fact, becaufe Elizabeth's minifters had the 
power of applying the rack, and confequently 
were under no neceffity of making any fuch 
previous ftipulation. I am the more confirmed 
in this opinion, as I find no mention made of 
any fuch preliminary ftipulation in Lefley's let- 
ter to Mary, dated the eighth of November, 
a^fter he had made all his difcovcries. 
His con. ^^^ duke, during his trial, is faid to have 

feffion. behaved with great decency ; but ftill denied 
his having intended any violence to the. per- 
fon of Elizabeth. Being remanded back to 

the 
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the Tower of London, he wrote many fup^ A.I>.ls«^ 
plications, in the moft ' abjed: firain^ to Eliza^ 
beth for mercy. He comfdained of having 
been betrayed by Lefley and his fervants] 
and his behaviour was fuch as touched Skip- 
with, to whofe cuflody he was entrufled. 
Burleigh, though he knew his doom was 
fealed, affected to be his friend, as did feveral 
other of the privy- counfellors, to whom he 
fent prefents of jewels and curioiities. Find* 
ing he received but cold, or general, anfwers to 
all his applications, he wrote, on the twenty* 
lixth of February, a full confeifion of the 
principal charges againft him, which the res^dq: 
will find in the note ^. Upon his being taken 

• » 

* Firft, For that I did arrogantly prefume, without her high- 
nefs's privity, to enter into dealing with the queen of Scots^ 
which became not me, nor no fubjc6t to have done ; nor is it 
any excufe for me to fay, that I was perfuaded thereunto. If I 
had been mindful of my duty, as I ought to have been, there 
ihould no perfons, whatfocver they were, nor of what great 
credit foever, have perfuaded me fo far to forget myfelf, which 
fault alfo I encreafed more j for after her raajefty had com- 
manded me to the contrary, and that I had promifed to deal no 
further therein, yet I very difobediently entered into the cau(e 
anew, and both fent and received writings to and from the faid 
queen, befides dealing with the bifliop of jRofs, her miniiler. 
After this, I made a fubmiflion to her raajefty under my hand 
and feal, never to deal further in that my unhappy . courfe j 
contrary to the which, neverthelefs, to my utter ihanie, I had 
dealings anew. I received alfo, and was made privy to certain 
letters, which ftood not with my duty to have concealed, touch- 
ing the fending of Ridolpho j to the which, although I gave no 
confent, yet it became me not, after I knew that there was no 
good meaning in them to my fovereign, to deal with them, and 
fpeak with Ridolpho, and conceal the fame, as I mod undutifully 
did. After this alfo, when Barker brought two letters from the 

pope. 
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.Ik 1579^* fn>m the bar, and remaxukd to the Towef^ 
Elizabeth ^tSeAtd to entertain fbme thoughts 
of refpiting the £pntence ; but this probably 
was with no other view than to know her par^* 
lianaent's ientimentB of his cafe. 
ifitdeidi Thefe were far from being favourable ; for 
when the members n>et on the eighth of May, 
they were fo heated with the difcoveries that 
bad been made at Norfblk^s trial, that in a 
iDonferencc between the two houfes on the fii- 
teenth of the fame month, they came to a re* 
Ibhition, that it was neceffary execution fhould 
be doiie on the duke, of Norfolk ; and they laid 
this refolution before Elizabeth, not by Way 
of petititm, but as a meafure that muft abfo- 
lutely be purfued. Elizabeth made no imme- 

pope, as he faid, at two feveral times, although thcy> wire ver- - 
batim all one ; and alio a letter from Rxdotpbo, as he hkewife 
feid ; t read them and concealed them, although I was angry ^ 
with the bearer for bringing any fuch Writings to me ; but that 
was not fufficient for the difcharge of m/ duty. I did alfb coil- 
fcnt for the conveying in of a letter at one time into Scotland . 
and laftJy, both by money and letters from the FVench embttifa- 
dor to the lord Harrys and others, in doing whereof I did mucH 
forget niyfel^. But, alas ! my undutiful parts were fo many, as 
I fcar I da not remember them all. And how coidd I in my 
confcicnce think that my peers could do otlierwife, but as they 
did ? confidering thefe foul fafts . committed by ifayfelf with- 
out contradi6Hon, and the ill prefumptions that I gave 
thereby to the better credit of my falfe accufers. Seeing I con- 
fefs myfelf faulty in this my (hamefiil offences, what can it help 
me tx> deny fome untruths that I was charged withal ; as for re- 
bellions, invaiions, writings, or ever commanding or confenting 
to foreign princes, or being privy to money to be lent or divided 
ambtfgfl: the rebels, or any thing to be known hurtful to thif 
dty? Murden'a State Papers, p. 174, 175. 

diate 
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diate anfwer to this refolution, which was fo A.D.is7iO 
agreeable to her own. fentiifients ; but the en** 
thufiafm and wickednefs of her enemies foon 
gave her an additional pretext Several plots 
were laid for Norfolk's deliverance j but three 
defperate foldiers of fortune, after various pro- 
pofals among themfelves, offered to affaffinate 
both Elizabeth and Burleigh ; and (as they 
pretended) were encouraged by the Spanifli 
embaffador and his fecretary. The names of 
the three affaifins were Berney, Mather, and 
Herle. The confpiracy was difcovered by the 
latter ; and the other two, after making ample 
confeffions, were tried and executed. Eliza* ' 

beth, for fome time after tbbfe tranfaiflions^ 
continued her backwardnefs to fign the order 
for Norfolk's execution. At laft, pretending 
ihe could no longer refift the voice of her peo* 
pie, the warrant was figned, and he was 
brought to the fcaffold on the fecond of June. 
In the fpeech which he made there, he acknow-* 
ledged the juftice of his fentence, and difclaim* 
ed the imputation which had been thrown out 
againft him, as if he was inclinable to popery. 
He owned that he had conferred with KudoU 
phi, but not to the queen's deftrudion. He 
was interrupted in bis fpeech in a mod brutal 
manner by the (heriff and his officers, upon 
which he fubmitted to the fatal flroke with a 
becoming firmneis, but refufed to have his 
eyes covered, being (as he laid) fearlefs of 
Vol. VIL D d d death. 
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A. D. I j72. death. The reader, from the narrative I have 
already given, may cafily perceive, that there 
ivas not, perhaps, a man in England fo unfit as 
this dyke for the dangerous part he had un- 
dertaken. From the ftate papers it appears^ 
that his beft friends, both at home and abroad, 
exclaimed ag^inft his cowardice ; and ey^n 
Mary herfelf^ though ihe behaved towards hiiq 
with moft unexampled fidelity, thought that 
the continuance of her iQiprifonment was ow^ 
ing to his want of a^^ivUy ^n4 r.ejfplution, . But 
I mufl: now return to Scotland. 
Barbarity of The civil waT in that country continued 
la^r^r unabated^ during the winter of the laft, and 
Scotland, beginning of this, year. Lord Ruthven wa^ 
fent by the regent, earl of Mar, to quell the 
commotions raifed by the barons of Farnihurft 
and Buccleugh on the borders, which he did 
with great fuccefs ; for though, the infiirgents 
were numerous, they* were without arms or 
difcipline. Morton fiill kept his head'^quar-* 
ters at Dalkeith, and daily ikirmifhes happen«» 
cd between his foldiers and thofe under Kirk-« 
aldy, in the neighbourhdod of Edinburgh. 
The cafile of Blacknefs fell into the hands of 
the royallfts, who threatened to befiege Dun- 
dee ; and the lord Methven, a wife and mode^ 
rate nobleman, was killed by a cannon-ball 
from the caftle of .Edinburgh. The lord Seton 
narrowly efcaf>ed falling into Morton's hands, 
with a frefli fupply. of money which he had 

brought 
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hrcmght fr6m. abroad; but the regent's, 6r ra- AiO. 157a. 
ther Mortoiv's, military cheft was taken by the 
loyalifts. This exafperated their enemies fo 
much, that they not only deftroyed the eftate$. 
of Mary's friends id Fife and the Lothians, 
but hanged or branded the country people 
vrho ventured to fupply the garrifon, or 
the capital, with provifioils. The loyalifts 
made reprizals in the fame manner ; and at lalb 
both parties became fo furious by the mutual 
barbarities they exercifed, that we are told by 
a contemporary authority, that from the fix* 
teenth of April to the eighth of June follow- 
ing, every prifoner which either party took, 
©f whatever rank or quality, iiras hanged. The 
loyalifis, howeveri feem to have been the moft- 
fuccefsfiil in thofe bloody fcenes ; f or . by 
throwing garrifons into the cafiles of Nidi^ie, 
Blacknefs, and the town of Levingfton, they 
reftored the communication between Edin- 
burgh and the country. 

Morton at this juncture, though, in h&i unpopular 
the moft powerful, was the moft unpopular conduaof 
man in Scotland* He was hated by the clergy 
for his profligate, life, and he had adlually 
tortured and put to death one of cheni for 
fpeaking too freely from the pulpit of Iii9 
crimes. His' avai^ce was 6qud to his profli* 
gacy ; for he entertained a private correfpon* 
dence with the coiintcCs of Northumberland; 
who refided in the Low<]!aqo tries ; and would 
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A.D.x57». hai^ fet her iujib^nd at liberty, lia(L 

able to raife the.^exorbitant fum he demanded 
for hkrfti^fbin. I am aj>t to believe, that Eli- 
zabdtji) > who was now on very good terms 
with the court of France, knew of this cor- 
refpondence ; for flie ordered her embafiador, 
Killigrew, who had been fent to affiftand 
Aicceed Randolph in Scotland, to denland that 
carFs perfon to be delivered to the lord Hunf- 
don; and it is generally agreed, that Mortoni 
had a pecuniary corppenfati()n for his cdmvi 
pliance. The unhappy earl was ^carried from- 
Berwick to York, where <he was beheaded^ 

The facrifice of this nobleman, in a man*: 
ner that was fo difgraceful to the country, was 
refented by the wifeft and moft independent 
of the king's party ; and after Killigrew's arri- 
VJ^I in Scotland, 'it was eafy for the regent t^ 
perceive that Morton was the only perfon whom 
Elizabeth trufted : in that nation for the con-' 
tinuance of its calamities. The regent feeing 
hioifelf thus little . better than a deputy to 
Morton^ entered into a fecret Jiegociation with 
Mattland and Kirkaldy, and the other capital 
friends of Mary, for compcomiiing all nniatters 
in^difpute amongft* thetn, when: Le Croc arriv- 
ed in Scotland' with a commiflion from bis 
CQUX^ to ailiil the two Englifh embafiador^ in 
bringing about.a pacificiation.; This . negocia- 
tion was the jefult -of Elizabeth's councils^ 
She perceived the fupcriority of the Ipyalifts 
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in Scotland, through the affiftances that had ^-P-'f^** 
been fent them from the continent ; and Ihe^ 
fent over to the queen-mother ofFrance, co- 
pies of all the papers flie had difcovered inP- 
the poffeffion of the duke of Norfolk, and 
Mary's other friends ; and likewife of the exa- 
minations, by which it appeared pretty plain- 
ly, that Mary had given to the court df Spain 
a preference to that of France. She had like- 
wife ordered Buchanan's famous libel upon' Enquiry 
Maryi called the DeteAion, together with the> fJa^criiu 
filver-box letters, and a fummary of the con- "'* ^' ^^ 
fpiracies formed by the qtieen of Scots againft- 
the queen of England, to be printed at Lon- 
don (for it is evident they were printed 
there) and circulated all over Europe^ " Be-^ 
caufe," fays ihe, in her inftru£tions to h^ em- 
baflador in France, " they will fervc tof good unfair 
eflfeft to difgrace her, which muft be done be- ll^f^^ 
fore other purpofes can be attained.": :. The ^^^'J^* 
queen-mother afiefted to be highly pleaficrd' 
at thofe difcdveries ; but, though unknown to» 
Elizabeth, the ftriAeft intimacy wa^ then itib-? 
fifting between the courts of France and Spain/ 
That Elizabeth might be the better impofedx 
OQ, the fourth article of the treaty of Blois,> 
which was then . concluded between her and 
the French ^ing, ftipulated, that no innova- 
tion was to be made in the affairs of Scotland,* 
but both parties Jwere to endeavour: to reftorci 
^hp peace of that cpuntry ; and ElizabeUiv 
; was 
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A,c.i57>. was to te at liberty to chaftife thbfe Scots .^ho 

fiiould harbour the rebels. 
S^thTwaT Though the French king aad his mother 
In Scotland, ^^erc, Qr appeared to be, diflatisfied with the 
preference given by Mary to Spain, yet Eliza- 
beth could not prevail upon them to abandon 
hen He pretended that his honour muft fuf- 
£er, if he gave up the caufe of fo near a rela- 
tion ; and in cpnfeqii^nce pf the above-iuen"' 
tioned article of the treaty of Blois, h$ had 
ordered his jpinifter to repair to Scotland ; apd 
it was while h^ refid^d there^ that the ioii- 
910US n^iijiacre of the ^ve of Bartholomew 
was perpetrated upon the French proteftants. 
Kotwithftanding that ihocking catafixophe^ 
Elizabeth neyer loft fight of her' favourite 
fchemet^tQ divide the Scots ainorig thenilj^ves, 
in which file perfectty fuccecded. The civil 
war in Scotland ftill went on; the king's par- 
ty made . . prifoners a detachment , which had 
been Shipped at Blacknefs for the affiAance of 
their northern friend^; apd every man of 
them was either butchered or hanged ^t L<^iih. 
Fifty-fix of the king's party underwent the 
ikme fa!e. under the cannon of Ediaburgh 

<;aftle. 

KegocUtion ' BefideB iJftandolph and KiHigrew^ Dniry, 
teiftke*- ^^ ^^ *^^ °^^^ hated of ^ny mau- by the, 
Scots, was: employed in the.treaty of pacifi- 
cation; but though the civil war fi;ill continu- 
ed to rage, Le CJrQc was fa ailiduous in hia: 

pegoci^* 
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negociatlons,' that 2tn armiftice vnh s^eed up« a« 0.1579% 
on from the firft of Auguft to the firft of O^ 
ber. . This interval was employed by tha 
Engliih miaifiers io fomenting ammofities 
apwog- the Scots, and inflaming their diffe* 
rences fSL& all hopes of reconciliation. Lord 
Fleming, who arrived at Edinburgh with ar 
new recruit of money from the coptinentt had 
been accidentally wounded; and died on the 
iixth of September. Thofe remittances enabled 
the Ipyalifts within the caftle to ifltie a filver 
coinage of tolerable finenefs ; while Morton, at 
Dalkeith, iflued another of vile adulterated 
metal, which by. proclamation was ordered to 
pafs current among all fubjed:s of Scotland, as 
if every piece bore the intrinfic value of its de- 
nomination. This felonious pra&ice gave a 
mortal blow to the intereft and commerce of 
Scotland, becaufe Morton iPorced the fubje^s 
to exchange the fterling coin of the' loyalills 
for his bafe pieces, at their nominal value, 

Crawford, from the contemporary hiftorian 
he made ufe of, condemns the aritiiftlce lately 
concluded, as the moft fatal event, not even 
excepting the battle of Langfide, that could 
have happened to Mary. Her friends, by the 
remittances made them from abroad, were eve* 
ry where vidorious. Farnihurft had recruited 
his forces, and defeated : his enemies in the 
foutlu The town of Edinburgh was- amply 
fupplied with every thing but fuel, and (ha^ 

was 
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A. a 1571. was provided from the ruins of their enemies 
wooden houfes which they pulled down« They 
were mafters of the communications both by 
land and water between Lesth and Stirling^ 
the two chief places belonging to the king.'3f>ar* 
ty. Their enemies durfi; not face them in the 
weft, and the Gordons Hill continued to be 
vidorious in the north. According to the 
fame authority, the articles of the . armiftiee 
were as follow : 

icitenw. Firft, That the regent, nobility, and all other, 
fubjecls of the realm, partakers with them in 
the prefent troubles, ihould faithfully promife, 
during the faid fpace, to abftain from all 
hoftility. 

Second, That before expiring of the faid 
abftinence, the nobility and eftates ihould con- 
vene, and advife upon the beft means to efta* 
bliih a final peace ; and if any difficulty ihould 
arife in the faid treaty, which amongft them- 
felves could not be compofed, that the iame 
ihould be remitted to the determination of 
the moil Chriflian king and queen of Eng- 
land. 

Third, That the town of Edinburgh ihould 
be fet at liberty, and be made patent to all 
the fubje^s, and no place thereof be with- 
holden or fortified with garrifons, the caflle 
only excepted, which before thefe troubles 
arofe, was accuilomed to be j^ept and guarded 
with foldiers. 

Fourth, 

k 
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Fourth, That all fhe''fubjea», of whitfbever A.D.is7t. 
quality «tid -condition they were, fhdttld^ftedy 
cpiivcife^ogether, '^ wif Ebtit tl^iible^dr ifeiSlefta- 
don td Wofiered thenif by wofd'oi* deerf, t±f 
cepdngiftUJfcas flioiildbd found guilty of *t&6 
murder ^f^he king his father and tegenta^ 
the thieves and broken men of the borders and 
Highlands, with the diftufbers of the public' 
pes^ce betwixt the realms of Scotland and 
England; none of which fhould be comprifed 
an the pre&nt abftinence, but remitted to the "^ 
trial and cenfure of the common law, and 
wherdToevcr they might be apprehended, pre- 
feated 

Fifth, and laft, Becaufe there were divers 
perfohs^ who, in the time of thefe troubles, 
had poflefled themfelves in other mens lands, 
and the tenths whereof in that feafon were to 
bef coH^ded f to the cSc£t no impediment 
ihould be made to the peace intended, it was 
agreed, that the corns and fruits growing up- 
on the faid lands Ihould be gathered and put 
in granges, of ftalked up on the fields, and not 
applied to any private ufe, before the expiring ^ 
of the abftinence. 

The reader may eafily fee from the nature criwfonrt * 
of tWr armiftic&j whidi was publiflied -in the ***"^- 
name of the ttbbilfty^ and others, fubjefts of 
the realm orScotlandj ** that Scotland was 
then looked up6n as a mere ariftocracy," no 
mention being made of the royal power, or 

Vol, VIL Eee any 



i 



59^ ^ tl E IH I S t 6 R t 

A.D. 1574. kYiy au thbrily derived itfinledialely eitfegt' f fbm 
the kihg or queen, thfe ^ffociatOrt trndtiftibt*- 
tJdly cionfidered it as invalid ; for %hteh ft: WiJ 
ro^ncitided, the duke of Chatlehehlift, the feaA 

Spotfweod. ^ Htiritley, and Mary's principal ftieMs, re- 
tired irh^ Edinburgh to tUeft- i-efpfeftivfe 

A treaty, ^otocs. Public th^hks wcit gfvfen 'ih thfe 
churches for the proffp'eft of a jf>ermttnent 
i^ace> and the ^edpk 6f bdth patties, BtWfr 
Waried >dut by thsir cafottxitiefr, mMft Cfamcift- 
1y 'iifi()k>re<i it I'heir htfpfeB 'wefbfderfi dafhed ; 
¥or th6 Viiry <$ay ¥ft«r the arftiiftfce'Was i>f dclkib- 
•6d» thfe regiiht and the eSrl . bJF Morton took 
pofleilion of Edinburgh, placed a ftrong g^Vd 
% the Wgli-cKurch, diTarmcd all the qu'eenV 
•friends, and votled thenifefvdS tb \¥veik frik 
•quarters during the arrtiifeicfe. -Ndthin'g In *ftte 
Ihterifrifediatfe "tithfe was ttdiie In !foririin^-^y 
^lan of pacifiation, tb wHich'M<*tbn, 'bfy Eli- 
*^abetfh»s OTddre, tras totally, fhot^h *feid«tly, 
'srv^efTe. 'Ht lift, threb d^s^Befbi-e 'flie -feit^ra- 
•'tidn «f ^e 'itihiftlee, a iilceCittg *was Mti df 
'{he'hribility bn'lJdih fid<}s; and •'a i^piir SdaiWe 
^fti^ii^caiay, Cdnt^inirig ito fubitedCe^thte^l- 
lowing propofitions : 
m, ^Firft, He craved a difcfearige to hirtifelf, ^nd 

'iii ihat'wefelh the caftle, '6f all 'thlrigs 4h{6h 
'th^y, or any df- tfhetn, "h^d cbtrifaiittfed Unte' tHe 
^li%iiihiilg 'Of i:he trotrbfes ; 'ahd th«t "jdl aft*, 
^dfecrfefes, an'd fentcnces pronbunced i^inft 
'thfifti,' either in parliiihent, fecret council, dr 

'More 
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beibce the juilice general, and his deputies, A*^w** 

might be declared null and of no effect. 

. Second, That they &ould be repoflefled in 

their rooms, l^ritages and poffeflions^i xyithout 

any challenge to be made thereafter of thq 

iame^ by Mrhatever perfon or perfons. 

Third, That the heirs of the lord Fleming, 
tl^e lord of Worraefton, an4 others, whp were 
ilain in the queen's caufe, might eptcr to theiif 
hfii^itj^e and rooms, as though thpy/ha4 ^' 
ver been forfeited. 

. -Fourth, That the caftle of Ediijburglj ihould 
be configned into the hands of thip pari q^ 
I^othes, with the whole fqrnilhing, munition^ 
_^nd rep t belonging thpre to the captain^ pf^)^; 
ing au account of the jewels, and other gpoji^ 
which he received with the houfe j as alfo, re- 
ftoring all the goods of the pepplp of Edin,- 
b^rgb that were put in his cuftody ; which hp 
WHS coptent to dp, he being freely difcharged 
jo£ ^ll^ apd fecured by ad: of parliament 

Fifth, That the cafUe of Blacknefs ihould be 
put in the keeping, of fome one pf their fide, 
and the rents appertaining thereto aflignpd for 
the entertainment of a garrifon within the 
6me. 

Sixth, In refped of the great debt he ha4 
contracted in thefe wars, be crave4 the fum of 
twenty thousand marki to be given him for £^^ 
ti^fying his creditors* 

E e e 2 Seventh, 
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A.D. 1571. Seventh, That the earl of Morton fhouW re- 
fign the iupepiority of the lands of Grange, 
H^Kirkaldy's patrimonial inheritance) and other 
lands annexed thereto, to be holden of the 
crown in all time coming. 

And laftly, that the lords within the cafile 
might' be licenfed to go into the kingdom of 
iFrance, or any other country they plcafed forth 
of Scotland ; and that the earl of Rothes ihonld 
be furety for the accompliOiment of- the whole 
premiffes. 
Biiwbeth'i Morton found cncaiis to puzzle thbfe articles 
wTscotiand. lu fuch a manner, that all but the firfk three 
were rejefted, and the meeting broke up with- 
out coming to any conclufiori but that of pro- 
longing the armifticc to the laft of Oftober, 
when a new convention to be held at Perth 
was agreed to. The regent earl eafily faw that 
this indecifion arofe entirely from the influence 
which Elizabeth had over Morton : and Killi- 
grew confefled, in private converfation, that 
Elizabeth looked upon him as the fole prop o£ 

her intereft in Scotland. This determined thQ 

» • . . . • ■ ■ - - .... > 

regent to enter into the views of Mary's party^ 
and that of the moft moderate nobkmen ; an4 
he fummoned a convention of the lords of the?, 
council, who hehadreafon tp believe would 
join him in, his falutary yie\vs. In the mean 
while, he had ;ibme conferences with Morton, 
and dined with him at Dalkeith ; but foon af- 
tei: fickened and died. His charader, as it ap^^ 

pears 
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pears from his adionst was, that he was nata- A^iKisia: 
rally inclined to be a good patriot, had he not 
been warped by ambition. The afcendency thiat 
Morton had over him, difappointed him in his 
views ; for he undoubtedly would have rc- 
fiored peace to Scotland, had he furvived the 
fatal banquet which fome fay he partook of at 
Morton's houfe. 

The regent earl of Mar (dying before his fon 
was of age) bequeathed the^cuflody of the king^ 
perfon, and like^ife that of the cafile of Stir- 
Hng, to his lady and his brother. This tefta*^ 
mentary difpofition (which does not appear to 
have been difputed at that time) is a ftrong 
proof pf the anarchy -then prevailing in Scot* 
laind, as the tfitetage of the king could not be 
deemed a perquifite of the Erfkine family. His 
death was fucceeded by that of the famous 
Mr. John Knox, the reformer. 

The character of Knox, when candidly and i>«ti> «n4 
ferioufly confidered, is, perhaps, not to be Knok 
matched in the hiftory of the Reformation. 
Though violent and indecent towards autho- 
rity, and though intraftable to all who oppofed 
him, yet he always aded upon principles, 
which, however miftaken, were agreeable tp 
his own confcience. Confidering the almoft ar- 
bitrary fway he had over the common people 
in Scotland, and the many advantages he might 
have enjoyed, had he fided with the queen and 
her friends, I cannot help thinking, that hili 

motions 
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4^i|7^ motions of a^Uoo wei^e difintor^cd* Before 
hisdeatb, ivkicti was pious and ftcUfying^ b^ 
ient two preacben to perfu;ula )^irkaldy tQ 
^nge bis par(y« 9<nd to abaiuioo MaiUaud ; 
but his, advice wa^ difregarded. 
TkeMTiof Towards the end of November, a conven* 
^otere- tk>n of tbe ftates was held at Feptbt and the 
SfoT^ * earl of Morton was chofen regent, ib far as I 
ifar. . can perceive, unaniinoufly. Tfee daftkiatipns 
ef the Jate regent, during his fom'is minority, 
were confirmed and approved of. Alexander 
Er&in^ who was then tutor to the king, wa^ 
lnftlHKied to fuffer no perfon^ who was a pa* 
fail, or popifhly affeded, to enter the place of 
the king's refidence ; but ait earl with two fer-% 
vant^ and a baron with one, all of theni un* 
armed, might have admittance on particulat 
occafions. The capacity,, courage, and a^i-» 
vity of Morton, rendered him, undoubtedly, 
the moft proper perfpn in Scotland to fill the 
high poft of regent; Jbut being void of W* 
tue and fincerity, his elevation did not >t all 
tend to reftore public tranquillity,' The duke 
of Chatleheraut and the earl of Huntley, will- 
ing to contribute towards the reftoraliop of 
peace, agreed to a prolongation of the ar** 
miftice, and the queen*s party, in general# 
fiicwed difpofitions for concluding a definitive 
treaty. The new regent afted with his ufual 
diffimulation; and ofiercd Kirkaldy his owa 
t^rms, if he would deliver up. the caftle of 

Edinburgh ; 
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Edinburgh; but his oflFer was rejeded, which ^•d.«57«5 
exafperated the regent fo much, that he en- 
tered into a negotiation with the queen's lords, 
on condition they would agree to exclude 
Kirkaldy from all benefit of the treaty. This 
offer was moft unaccountably accepted of by 
Mary'*s friends. The lord Lindfay was chofea 
provoft, or chief magiftratc of Edinburgh; 
and, contrary to the armiftice that had been 
lately concluded, he commenced hoftilities 
againft Kirkaldy's garrifon. Kirkaldy, thus fee- 
ing himfelf abandoned on all hands, intimated 
to Mary's friends that they fliould leave the 
town of Edinburgh ; and no fooner was the 
time of the armiftice expired, than he battered 
the town with great fury. At the fame time 
he declared himfelf ready to deliver up the 
caftle in fix months time, provided the defini- 
tive , treaty was concluded between the two 
parties ; but this offer was rejected by Morton, 
who was inftrufted by Elizabeth to counteraft 
every meafure that tended to a coalition of the 
parties in Scotland. 
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